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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Regularly scheduled on available Sundays of each month after 
our last Mass. Arrangements are made by contacting the 
Rectory. One Godparent is required and must be 14, confirmed, 
a practicing Catholic, and obtain a Sponsor Certificate from their 
parish. Only one male and one female Godparent is permitted. 
Parents should be registered in the parish and meet with priests. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior to 
wedding date. Marriage Preparation Conferences must be 
attended. Either the Bride or the Groom must be a registered 
parishioner or be associated with the parish. They must meet 
with the parish priest before a wedding date can be scheduled.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades K-8 meet Sundays. Contact the Religious Ed Office to 
register children. We ask families to be registered & involved 
parishioners. Children must be baptized. Parents & children are 
expected to attend Mass each week. 

 

 

Our Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake Church    
Rt. 52, Lake Huntington 
Masses 
 Sunday    8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation  As Announced 
Confessions & Daily Mass 
       At St. Francis Xavier 
 

St. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier Church    
151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 
Masses 
 Saturday        4:30pm 
 Sunday         11:00am 
 Daily (Tuesday-Friday)       8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation       As announced 
Confessions 
 Saturday                    4:00pm 
                 Or by appointment 



THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME,  JANUARY 27, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 Have you thought about the whole idea of welcoming 
Jesus? What part of our lives does, or should, this take in? 
 One day, while on retreat in Livingston Manor at the 
Monastery of Bethlehem, I had a brief opportunity to speak to 
one of the extern Sisters about how pleased God must be with 
what they are doing. She said, "Yes, this is what we do. We 
want to give God a worthy response! We also welcome him—
that from the time of his birth, Jesus was not welcome in our 
world. He still isn't! We want to give him a place where he is 
always welcome. He can even set his feet down here." 
 In the Gospels after Christmas we read of this 
"unwelcome-ness." On December 28th, we found Herod 
searching to destroy the Christ child. On December 29th, 
Simeon tells his mother Mary that Jesus is destined to be a 
“sign of contradiction.” On January 1st, the shepherds find him 
in a manger—still no room for him in the inn. On January 3rd 
and 4th, Saint John the Baptist, presents him, at the beginning 
of his public ministry, as the "Lamb of God," the one who the 
human race will soon reject and crucify. 
 As we listen to today's Gospel, it sounds so "tame." 
Obviously, Jesus is invited to the Synagogue. It seems that he 
is asked to do the reading. He reads from the scroll of the 
Prophet Isaiah. We all know the words,  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed 
me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year 
acceptable to the Lord" (Lk 4:18-19). 

 It all seems to end on a good note. Even next week, as 
the passage continues, we hear, "All spoke highly of him" (Lk 
4:22). Then, how quickly the tables turn! They begin to scorn 
him, "Isn't this the son of Joseph?" After a brief exchange, 
Saint Luke tells us, "They were all filled with fury" (Lk 4:28). 
Not only that (remember: this is Nazareth, the town in which 
he grew up), "They rose up, drove him out of the town, and led 
him to the brow of the hill on which their town had been built, 
to hurl him down headlong" (Lk 4:29).  
 He was never welcome! Never! Anywhere! Isn't this, the 
same thing Saint John’s Gospel tells us, "He was in the world, 
and the world came to be through him, but the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, but his own people 
did not accept him" (Jn 1:10-11). This is not very different from 
the crowds who followed him, entering Jerusalem, crying out 
and saying: "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord…." (Jn 21:13). Shortly after, we hear them, part of 
the crowd crying out, "Crucify him, crucify him!" (Jn 19:6). 
 When we were baptized, didn't Jesus draw us out of the 
“darkness” of the dominion of Satan? Weren't we then 
welcomed into the “Kingdom of Light?” Didn't Jesus, from this 
day forward, commit himself to us, uniting himself to us in 
such a way that the only chance of a separation could be 
through our own fault? Aren't we taught that this union results 
in our being the Body of Christ (Second Reading 1Cor 12:12-
30), sharing the same life of Christ—the basis of Christianity? 
 If we can accept this; if we can realize that this too is our 
Christian identity—that this is who and what we have 
become—and, if we can see, as said above, that Jesus Christ 
is not welcome in our world; then, guess what? Guess where 
this leaves us! Christians are not welcome in this world any 
more than Jesus was! We saw a great example of this in 
Washington, DC this week with the Catholic High School boys 
from Covington, KY. Maybe it is not as constant or apparent in 
our lives as it was with Jesus. Nevertheless, what is our 
response when we find that we, with our Master, are not 
welcome? Does this affect our commitment as disciples? It 
didn’t for the Covington boys. Or, does Jesus find that he then 
becomes unwelcome in our lives also? As soon as we feel the 

sting of rejection, do we cower, become fainthearted, and act 
like Peter, "'You are not one of his disciples, are you?' He 
denied it and said, 'I am not'" (Jn 18:25). Saint Matthew says 
he went so far as to deny it with an oath, "I do not know the 
man!" (Mt 26:72). 
 Maybe, possibly, we do not even have to go this far. What 
if we just examined our daily attitude to having Christ welcome 
in our lives. We can do this by asking if we would have to 
change anything about our homes, our lives, our choice of 
entertainment, our behavior, our language, how we pray or 
don’t pray as a family or as individuals, our relationship and 
interaction with our family members, if Jesus were to come 
and stay a week or two with us? What about the way we treat 
others outside of our immediate family? For the sake of 
simplicity, let's just limit this to other Christians. Do we find that 
we do not have room to welcome other Catholics and 
Christians, people who share the same distinction as we do as 
members of the Body of Christ? Do we realize that these are 
people that we will not only have to live with, but love—for all 
eternity—no exceptions—no way out—with all of our heart? If 
we are not doing it now, something has to change to make it 
so by then. Otherwise, are we really Christian? Do we think 
we are on one side of the fence, but are really on the other? 
Do we realize that there is substance to the admonition of 
Jesus that could apply to any of us, “Amen, I say to you, what 
you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for 
me." "These," he said, "will go off to eternal punishment, but 
the righteous to eternal life" (Mt 25: 45-46). Yes, it is scary! It 
is about condemnation! The conditions are clear! It is certainly 
a teaching of Jesus! 
 We have only covered a miniscule part of the Gospels. 
Yet, even in this we can answer the question, "Are we really 
Christian?" Do we at least strive to be true disciples, even 
though we might fail? Can other people, our family, those we 
work with, even those we worship with, tell by the way we live 
or the way we behave? Maybe it is simply a question of 
forgiveness. However, once we decide that we do not want to 
forgive someone, and therefore, that God is questioning the 
quality of our love, do we find an excuse to withdraw our love? 
 The Body of Christ is an organic unity. Saint Paul stresses 
that we cannot say we do not need others (see 1 Cor 12: 21). 
Also, there is no unity without love. We cannot say we once 
loved, but were hurt or give some other excuse for backing 
away. We cannot withdraw our commitment to Christ and be a 
Christian. Commitment is essential to discipleship. We cannot 
continue to go to Church, worship, sing and look like 
Christians, while becoming “cold” inside. This is moving away 
from the love of God. Saint John insists, "If anyone says, 'I 
love God,' but hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever does 
not love a brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom 
he has not seen." (1 Jn 4:20). The Book of Hebrews directs us 
to, "Strive for peace with everyone, and for that holiness 
without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one 
be deprived of the grace of God, that no bitter root spring up 
and cause trouble, through which many may become defiled" 
(Heb 12:14-15). Bitterness is like an “unfulfilled revenge.” The 
passion for “oneness” has disappeared. Love grows cold (see 
Mt 24:12). We live "the lie" in 1 Jn 4:20! In doing so, as if by 
default, we make Christ unwelcome in our lives—and, 
therefore, render him incapable to do for us what we hear in 
the Gospel he was sent to do, "proclaim liberty to captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free." (Lk 
4:18). Miserably, we will remain in “darkness,” captives of our 
own sins. Yet, God gives us a way out: Welcome Christ in 
others! Like the Sisters at the Monastery of Bethlehem, we 
can give him a place where he is always welcome! 
 

     God’s Peace,  
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Please Pray for our Parish Family 
Please see the new prayer list sign-up at the back of the church to put your intentions in the 

bulletin. 
 
For the Sick:  
For the Deceased: 
For those Serving in the Military:  

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
 

Saturday, January 26th 
4:30pm  -Our Loved ones Remembered in the 

  Christmas Flower Offerings 
 

Sunday, January 27th 
8:30am  -Helen Mickelson 
  Requested by Colleen Tenbus 
11:00am  -Margaret E. & Thomas J. Greer 
  Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
 

Monday, January 28th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, January 29th 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday, January 30th 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 

Thursday, January 31st 
8:30am  -Margaret Niessen 
  Bob & Rose Meyer 
 

Friday, February 1st 

8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, February 2nd 
4:30pm  -Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, February 3rd 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
11:00am  -Vito & Gisele Verdi 
   Requested by Dolly Shapiro 
 
 

Collection 
January 19/20, 2019 

(Snow Storm-No Mass at Our Lady of the Lake) 
 
1st Collection 
 

St. Francis Xavier                        $236.00 
 
 
2nd Collection (Capital Improvements) 
 

St. Francis Xavier                        $73.00 
 

Total 
$309.00 

Thank you! 

Parish Heating History 
 

 
 
 

  2016/17  2017/18  2018/19 
      (So far) 
 
SFX  $4,845  $7,890  $3,649 

 
OLL  $5,342  $6,345  $2,816 

 
RECTORY $1,690  $3,335  $1,398 
 
   
 

TOTAL $11,877 $17,570 $7,863 
 
 

 

    

Please call the office to Please call the office to Please call the office to Please call the office to 
schedule schedule schedule schedule your your your your Mass Mass Mass Mass intentions.intentions.intentions.intentions.    

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 
1 Corinthians 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27 

Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 


