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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ,  FEBRUARY 3, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M.  DINAN  
Dear Parish Family, 
 Such clear contrasts we find in this week’s readings! First, 
we hear the Lord telling the prophet Jeremiah, “gird your loins 
… I have made you a fortified city …. They will fight against 
you…” (Jer 1:17-19). Next we hear Saint Paul’s treatise on 
“Love.” It is “patient, love is kind. It is not jealous …. It bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” 
(1 Cor 13:4, 6). Finally, there is the clash between Jesus and 
the Jews in the Synagogue. The content of his preaching, 
reproachful of the faith of the people, brings on an attack (see 
Lk 4:21-30). 
 These contrasts reminded me of the way C.S. Lewis tells 
us Jesus was received in his essay, “What are we to make of 
Jesus Christ?” from the book God in the Dock. He says,  

We may note in passing that [Jesus] was never regarded 
as a mere moral teacher. He did not produce that effect on 
any of the people who actually met Him. He produced 
mainly three effects—Hatred—Terror—Adoration. There 
was no trace of people expressing mild approval. 

 From the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah, we get a preview 
of what Jesus is going to have to endure. I’m paraphrasing 
here. It’s the Spirit prophetically rousing Jesus for his public 
ministry: “Brace yourself, get ready, grit your teeth, prepare 
yourself…. They will fight against you….” Surprisingly, this is 
only the beginning, but this is what pure Love meets with in 
this world. Jesus must “bear” and “endure” all these things. 
Jesus understands this. It is not just that he is attacked. He 
himself was on the attack! He goads them on. He is the one 
who tells them they will respond, “Physician, cure yourself” (Lk 
4:23). This is the same kind of conflict we find in the Gospel of 
John. There, Jesus tells us, “I came into the world as light, so 
that everyone who believes in me might not remain in 
darkness” (Jn 12:46). Jesus recognizes this scenario with the 
people of the Synagogue. It’s as if he is telling them, “You 
think I should be looking to cure my own faults rather than help 
you to heal your sinfulness.” He might have been referring to a 
saying among the Rabbis, “Physician, heal your own 
lameness;” or possibly a proverb from Greek literature, “A 
physician for others, but himself teeming with sores.” In any 
case, as we said last week, “he is not welcome!”  
 This is a basic attitude toward Jesus and his mission. Later 
on, Saint Luke tells us: the same thing continued—different 
places—different people,  

When the days for his being taken up were fulfilled, he 
resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem, and he sent 
messengers ahead of him. On the way they entered a 
Samaritan village to prepare for his reception there, but 
they would not welcome him because the destination of his 
journey was Jerusalem (Lk 9:51-53). 

 In the “Introduction” of his book, The Friend We Have in 
Jesus, Rudolf Schnackenburg, a renowned Catholic Biblical 
Scholar, speaks of Jesus’ moral demands and his religious 
critiques, and of Jesus “attacking” the religious establishment 
and the religious leaders of his time. Here, Schnackenburg 
describes Jesus as “angry.” This is the reason he says that 
“He attacks.” I had to think about this, but he is right. Jesus 
attacks the obstinate—those who are obstacles to his saving 
mission. You can hear the anger in Jesus’ series of woes to 
the Pharisees. For example, we have, “Woe to you, scribes 
and Pharisees, you hypocrites. You lock the kingdom of 
heaven before human beings. You do not enter yourselves, 
nor do you allow entrance to those trying to enter” (Mat 23:13). 
We can look at these as “fighting words!” 
 But so as not to relegate Jesus’ words solely to the past, 
Schnackenburg tells us,   

While times and circumstances have certainly changed, 

today’s society manifests phenomena that would have 
assuredly evoked an angry response from Jesus. Indeed, 
just as Jesus challenged a restrictive and obdurate 
Judaism, so would he also contend with today’s crusty 
church—a church out of touch with modern life, a church 
that bears his name but has not carried out his intentions. 

 Where do we stand with this? Is Jesus more of a nuisance 
to us than a Savior? Have we gotten too comfortable? Have 
our goals—our ideals become merely secular, which may not 
be Christ-like? Do Jesus and his teaching simply interfere 
with this? Does the voice of Jesus indict us, as it did the 
people of the Synagogue? Does he compel us to look at 
ourselves as we really are? Is our faith lacking? Are we, 
“Those seeds that fell among thorns … ones who have heard 
[the Word], but … are choked by the anxieties and riches and 
pleasures of life, and fail to produce mature fruit” (Lk 8:14)? 
Do we “marvel at Jesus’ words” (see Lk 4:22), but do not 
apply them to ourselves? Is it no longer, “In God We Trust?” 
Do we think that he who “knew us, before forming us in the 
womb, and dedicated us” (Jer 1:5), is no match for our wits, 
or the science or government we seek as our sanctuary, but 
not holiness or virtue? Don’t believe me? Replace “love” with 
“we” in Saint Paul’s discourse and ask: Is this true of us?:  

We are patient. We are kind. We are not jealous. We are 
not pompous. We are not inflated (with our own egos). We 
are not rude. We are not seeking our own interests. We 
are not quick-tempered. We do not brood over injury. We 
do not rejoice, applaud or endorse any wrongdoing or sin. 
We rejoice in the truth (even when it hurts—about 
ourselves). We bear all things. We believe all things. We 
hope in all things. We endure all things. We never fail! 
(see 1 Cor 13:4, ff.). 

 Saint John of the Cross concluded: the problem we all face 
is a problem of the heart—a “love sickness.” He called it 
“inordinate self-love,” or simply Pride. Slawomir Biela, in his 
book, Behold, I Stand at the Door and Knock, goes further. He 
calls it “narcissism.” Though it’s hard, or painful, to look at 
ourselves like this, we can see it clearly in others. They see it 
in us too! Yet, what is “inordinate self-love?” He’s right! It is 
“narcissism!” Amazingly, we can love ourselves to the 
exclusion of God and everything else—and—not even know it 
or see it! And very briefly here, he spells out the cure: 

In order to start to free one’s self from narcissism, a person 
first has to admit to its existence. It is necessary to open one’s 
self before the Divine light and, through it, to accept the 
unveiled truth about the interior of the whitewashed tomb full 
of the pride of narcissism.  

 He says that only if our “still resisting hearts” experience 
God’s love can we turn from our own ego back to God. If we 
welcome Divine Light, he says we’ll gradually begin to see “the 
terrifying abyss that separates us—narcissists—from God.” 
The Book of Hebrews gives us an insight as to how this works:  

Indeed, the word of God is living and effective, sharper than 
any two-edged sword, penetrating even between soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow, and able to discern reflections and 
thoughts of the heart. (Heb 4:12). 

 We badly need to swap our distorted notion of love with 
that of Jesus. He must also supply the help in doing it. Love 
(Divine Charity), the Catechism tells us, “is the soul of the 
holiness to which all are called: it ‘governs, shapes, and 
perfects all the means of sanctification’” (826). This is why 
Jesus came: “Physician, heal our sinful selves!” 
 

     God’s Peace,  
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Please Pray for our Parish Family 
Please see the new prayer list sign-up sheets at the back of the church. 

 
For the Sick: Christine Hubert 
 

For the Deceased:  
 

For those Serving in the Military:   

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
 

Saturday, February 2nd 
4:30pm  -Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, February 3rd 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
11:00am  -Vito & Gisele Verdi 
  Requested by Dolly Shapiro 
 

Monday, February 4th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, February 5th 
8:30am  -Christine Hubert 
  Requested by Dorothy Schultz 
 

Wednesday, February 6th 
8:30am  -Susan Pundi 
  Requested by Dorothy Schultz 
  

Thursday, February 7th 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 

Friday, February 8th 

8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, February 9th 
4:30pm  -Walter Hubert 
  Requested by His Children 
 

Sunday, February 10th 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
11:00am  -Franklin Smith Jr. 
   Requested by His Family 
 
 

Collection 
January 26/27, 2019 

 
1st Collection 
 

St. Francis Xavier   $981.00  
Our Lady of the Lake  $186.00 
 
Other (Capital Improvements) 
St. Francis Xavier   $60.00 
Our Lady of the Lake  $25.00 

 
 

Total 
$1,252.00 

Thank you! 

Next Week’s 2nd Collection  
Peter’s Pence 

 

Next week, we will take up the Peter’s Pence 
Collection, which provides Pope Francis with 
the funds he needs to carry out his charitable 
works around the world. The proceeds benefit 

our brothers and sisters on the margins of 
society, including victims of war, oppression, 

and natural disasters. Please be generous. 
  

For more information visit: 
www.usccb.org/peters-pence 

    

Please call the office to Please call the office to Please call the office to Please call the office to 
schedule schedule schedule schedule your your your your Mass Mass Mass Mass intentions.intentions.intentions.intentions.    

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 
1 Corinthians 12:31–13:13 or 13:4-13 

Luke 4:21-30 
 


