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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT,  MARCH 10, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 In the First Reading today, Moses speaks to the people, 
“The priest shall then receive the basket from you and shall set 
it in front of the altar of the LORD, your God” (Dt 26:4). He was 
simply telling them that they have to give thanks. It goes on, 
appealing to the people to remember what the Lord has done 
for them. Like our Creed, this was the Credo they professed. It 
briefly summed up the events of their redemption:  

When the Egyptians maltreated and oppressed us … we 
cried to the LORD … he heard our cry … he brought us 
out of Egypt … with signs and wonders … he gave us 
this land flowing with milk and honey (Dt 26:6-9). 

 This was not just a Testament of God’s wonderful works; it 
was also supposed to produce an appreciation of God’s love, 
kindness and protection which he showed them from the time 
of their ancestors until now. And, this was not simply recalling 
a past event. They were being asked to see, in the “right now,” 
that God was the moving force in their lives, responsible for 
everything as to their existence. They were to personally 
acknowledge this in a public act of thanksgiving. Although God 
is in need of nothing, he asks that we return some token to 
show that we are grateful, while realizing God is the source of 
all we have. He is teaching us the thing that pleases him the 
most, an act of thanksgiving. 
 On a Silent Retreat many years ago, the priest directing 
me said I needed to look in the Book of the Prophet Isaiah at 
the verses in 43:1-5. I went there. And reflecting on the words, 
I began to see how they rang true with me. I felt God speaking 
to me through the prophet’s lips, “Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine” 
(43:1). For the Jewish mind, these words hearken back to their 
Credo above, like an automatic re-centering point of their faith. 
 The Lord was telling them once again, “Look at what I 
have done for you. If you can find time and room in your heart 
to recognize this and thank me, I will be satisfied, just knowing 
that you know!” We can do the same as the Jewish people 
were instructed to do: think of everything God has done for us! 
I’m sure we all can recall and itemize our so many things; 
however, many times we forget. We need to thank God every 
day for ourselves, for our lives, for the breaths he affords us.  
 Recall the words Saint Paul wrote to the Corinthians. See 
his Jewish Rabbi mind at work, imparting a truth like the 
Hebrews were taught, that we too have been redeemed. He 
says, “For you have been purchased at a price” (1 Cor 6:20). 
Our redemption, he insists, goes far beyond what happened 
during the Exodus, when God dwelt with his people in the 
meeting tent. No, that would not be good enough! God dwells 
NOW in US. As Saint John proclaimed, “The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us” (Jn 1:14), or literally, 
“pitched his tent with us.” That tent was his human flesh! That 
was also the prototype of what Baptism would bring about for 
all time. In this Incarnation of “the Word,” Saint Athanasius 
taught of a divinization, or process of transformation of a 
believer, in that, “God became man so that man might become 
a god.” For us the baptized, the dwelling of God is now our 
human flesh. We are now the meeting tent. This is how God 
abides with us. So, Saint Paul can add, “Do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God, and that you are not your own?” (1 Cor 6:20). 
 Let’s look at where God has been in our lives. Since he 
created us, he has sustained us—holding us in existence—in 
his hands, part of every single second, all aspects of our lives, 
except sin—which kept us away from him. In spite of that, he 
redeemed us—bought us back—to share in his happiness. In 
this, we find the truth about ourselves, revealed also through 
the prophet Isaiah. God says to each of us, “You are precious 
in my eyes, and glorious, and I love you” (43:4). Here’s the 

“why” behind everything God does. This is why he created us.  
 A book, Be a Man!: Becoming the Man God Created You 
to Be by Fr. Larry Richards brought all of this back to me. He 
was asked to reflect on the same verses of Sacred Scripture. 
He said he had to read these words of Isaiah again and again 
until he realized that, “God could love a jerk like me.” We must 
do the same. This is where it begins—our relationship with 
God, knowing without doubt we are loved beyond measure by 
our heavenly Father. Unless learned, Father Larry says, we 
mask our worthlessness with incomparably worthless things:  

So many men are so unaware of being loved that they 
take all kinds of dung and eat it to try to fill up the 
emptiness. Until we know that we are loved, we are going 
to try to fill up the emptiness with all sorts of things that 
God doesn’t want. That is why he looks at us and says, 
“You are precious ... and glorious, and ... I love you.” 

 Examining the temptation Jesus experienced in today’s 
Gospel, any of the things the devil offered him were trivial in 
comparison to what he was already living and the intimacy it 
brought: always, the knowledge that he was loved by the 
Father. Nothing could replace or overthrow this. The same 
must be true for us. We need to stop, look, and listen to this 
Person who loves us to pieces! 
 The poem, The Hound of Heaven by Francis Thompson, 
tells this well. It’s the God of love pursuing the one who fills life  
meaninglessly as Father Larry described. Thompson tells us, 

I fled Him, down the nights and down the days; 
 I fled Him, down the arches of the years; 
I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways 
 Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears 
I hid from Him… 

 At the end of the poem, Thompson has us gazing upon 
“the crossroads.” The Hound of Heaven approaches him at the 
point of “rock bottom,” calling him a “Strange, piteous, futile 
thing,” while injecting a claim like, “Who would or could love 
you?”—and then defending his claim: 

Human love needs human meriting, 
 How hast thou merited— 
Of all man’s clotted clay the dingiest clot? 
 Alack, thou knowest not 
How little worthy of any love thou art! 
Whom wilt thou find to love ignoble thee 
 Save Me, save only Me? 
All which I took from thee I did but take, 
 Not for thy harms. 
But just that thou might’st seek it in my arms. 
 All which thy child’s mistake 
Fancies as lost, I have stored for thee at home; 
 Rise, clasp My hand, and come! 

 Wow, that’s all God wants—to give, give, give—and all to 
us. What decides the outcome? We have to give in, and it is 
not something very easy to do—give up our pursuits—see 
ourselves in our own individual prodigal states—filling our 
bellies with the husks of swine. The Book of Revelation 
repeats eight times, “Whoever has ears ought to hear what the 
Spirit says.” Let’s have ears to hear the Hound of Heaven, “Ah, 
fondest, blindest, weakest, I am he Whom thou seekest!” 
 We, the redeemed—let us hear the God of the universe 
who looks at us and says: “You are precious ... and glorious, 
and ... I love you.” Let Him! Thank Him! 

     God’s Peace,  
 
 
P.S. Think of someone you love, who you really want to be 
yours, but freely on their part. That is what God wants with us! 
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FREE REGISTRATION 
FREE TRANSPORTATION 

FREE DINNER 

Our Parish has a group of 10 that  
will be going together each Sunday. 

Join us by calling the Rectory. 

Stations of the CrossStations of the CrossStations of the CrossStations of the Cross    

    
    

EEEEvery Friday evening during Lent very Friday evening during Lent very Friday evening during Lent very Friday evening during Lent at 5:30pmat 5:30pmat 5:30pmat 5:30pm    
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This week’s Second Collection is to support the  

Catholic Relief Services. 
For more than 75 years, CRS has been 

providing expertise and compassion to the very 
poorest of our brothers and sisters in more 

than 100 countries. 
Please consider making a generous gift today. 

 
Daily Mass Time 

Change 
All Tuesday and Thursday 

Daily Masses will now be at 
6:30pm  

at St. Francis Xavier. 
This change will begin next 

week on  
Tuesday, March 12. 

Don’t forget to SET YOUR 

CLOCKS FORWARD 1 hour 

Saturday night (March 9)! 
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Please Pray for our Parish Family 
Please see the new prayer list sign-up sheets at the back of the church. 

 

For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Peggy Lee Romano, Barbara Walter, Floyd Campfield, Lydia 
Newton, Kenneth “Boomer” Meyer, Connie Moser 
For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish 
For those Serving in the Military:  Justin Warnick 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
 

Saturday, March 9th 
SFX 4:30pm -Walter & Florence Hubert 
    Requested by Their Children 
 

Sunday, March 10th 
OLL 8:30am -Katherine Kutcher 
   Requested by Mary Jane Nober 
SFX 11:00am -George Johnson 
   Requested by Elanore Johnson 
  -Members of The Nolan & Norton 
   Families 
   Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
 

Monday, March 11th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, March 12th  

PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE 
SFX 6:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday, March 13th 
SFX 8:30am -Terry McCarthy 
   Requested by Paddy McCarthy 
 

Thursday, March 14th 

PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE 
SFX 6:30pm - Our Parish Family 
 

Friday, March 15th 

SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, March 16th 
SFX 4:30pm -Josephine Kelly 
   Requested by Her Friend 
  -Lillian Smith & Wayne Smith 
   Requested by Al & Linda Smith 
 

Sunday, March 17th 
OLL 8:30am -John Obermeyer 
    Requested by Septemberr Totten &  

   Family 
SFX 11:00am -Muriel Maers 
    Requested by Her Family 
   -Stan Rembish 
    Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
 

Collection 
March 2/3, 2019 

 

1st Collection 
 

St. Francis Xavier   $895.00  
Our Lady of the Lake  $327.00 
 

 

2nd Collection (Repairs & Maintenance) 
St. Francis Xavier   $386.00 
Our Lady of the Lake  $256.00 
 

Total 
$1,864.00 

Thank you! 

1st Sunday of Lent 
 

Deuteronomy 26:4-10 
Romans 10:8-13 

Luke 4:1-13 

Toiletry Donation Drive 

 
 

Safe Homes of Orange County is holding a 
toiletry drive for victims of domestic violence. 
There is a box in the vestibule of St. Francis 

Xavier church for your donations. 
Please consider donating to this worthy cause. 
For more information please contact Barbara 

Drollinger at 252-3224. 


