
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier Parish    
Third Sunday of Easter 

May 5, 2019 

 

REV. DENNIS M. DINAN, PASTOR 
ABBY RODDEN, PARISH SECRETARY 

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-11:30AM OR BY APPOINTMENT 

TELEPHONE: (845) 252-6681    FAX: (845) 252-6519 

WEB ADDRESS: www.sfxnarrowsburg.com  

EMAIL: sfxnarrowsburg@gmail.com 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE: (845) 252-6681 

EMAIL: sfxololre@gmail.com 
 

    

Our Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake Church    
Rt. 52, Lake Huntington 

 

Masses 
 Sunday    8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation  As Announced 
 

Confessions & Daily Mass 
       At St. Francis Xavier 
 
 

    

St. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier Church    
151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 

 

Masses 
 Saturday        4:30pm 
 Sunday         11:00am 
 Daily (Wednesday &Friday)      8:30am 
 Daily (Tuesday & Thursday)      6:30pm 
 Holydays of Obligation       As announced 

Confessions 
 Saturdays                    4:00pm 
                 Or by appointment 
 



THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 5, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 Have you realized yet that following Jesus is not easy? In 
fact, we can say that it is really far from easy. Sometimes it is 
extremely hard to do! It is something that can really upset our 
lives. It can introduce difficulties that are new and challenging. 
It can be simply demanding! If you or I do not agree with this, 
then we are probably doing something that I once wrote about 
before: being mediocre! And so, life is not what it could be or 
should be and one possible reason for this, Father Dubay 
says, can be mediocrity. Saint Teresa would ask, “Are you 
giving God all that you know he is asking from you?” Yes, this 
can be a very difficult thing. It’s enough to make us question 
the foundations of our faith. Even so, Father claims that if we 
are holding back on giving God something, this is “bad news.” 
And so, we are not experiencing the full effect of discipleship.  
 To open the book The Cost of Discipleship and read the 
Forward is enough to scare anyone. Written by G. K. A. Bell, 
late Bishop of Chichester, it begins, “‘WHEN CHRIST calls a 
man,’” says Dietrich Bonhoeffer [the author], “‘he bids him 
come and die.’ There are different kinds of dying, it is true; but 
the essence of discipleship is contained in those words.” He is 
not kidding either. These words come from the mouth and pen 
of a man who, defiant of the Gestapo, the Secret State Police, 
eventually suffered martyrdom in Nazi Germany. Bonhoeffer’s 
words are such that we can hang on them. They are for each 
of us to meditate upon. They can help us to evaluate the 
extent of our discipleship or lack of it. Listen to some more 
random quotes from him: 

 When a man really gives up trying to make something 
out of himself—a saint, or a converted sinner … a righteous 
or unrighteous man … when in the fullness of tasks, 
questions, success or ill-hap, experiences and perplexities, 
a man throws himself into the arms of God … then he 
wakes with Christ in Gethsemane. That is faith….  
 Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity 
without Christ. It remains an abstract idea, a myth which 
has a place for the Fatherhood of God, but omits Christ as 
the living Son. 
 He wants to follow, but feels obliged to insist on his own 
terms to the level of human understanding. The disciple 
places himself at the Master’s disposal, but at the same 
time retains the right to dictate his own terms. But then 
discipleship is no longer discipleship, but a program of our 
own to be arranged to suit ourselves, and to be judged in 
accordance with the standards of rational ethic. 
 If we would follow Jesus we must take certain definite 
steps. The first step, which follows the call, cuts the disciple 
off from his previous existence.… The first step places the 
disciple in the situation where faith is possible. If he refuses 
to follow and stays behind, he does not learn how to 
believe. 
 When Jesus begins to unfold this inescapable truth to 
His disciples, He once more sets them free to choose or 
reject Him. “If any man would come after me,” He says.… 
Once again, everything is left for the individual to decide…. 
 To endure the cross is not a tragedy; it is the suffering 
which is the fruit of an exclusive allegiance to Jesus Christ. 
When it comes, it is not an accident, but a necessity … the 
suffering which is an essential part of the specifically 
Christian life. 
 It is not suffering per se but suffering-and-rejection, and 
not rejection for any cause of conviction of our own, but 
rejection for the sake of Christ. If our Christianity has 
ceased to be serious about discipleship, if we have watered 

down the gospel into emotional uplift which makes no costly 
demands and which fails to distinguish between natural and 
Christian existence, then we cannot help regarding the 
cross as an ordinary everyday calamity…. We have then 
forgotten that the cross means rejection and shame as well 
as suffering. 
 Jesus’ summons to the rich young man was calling him 
to die, because only the man who is dead to his own will 
can follow Christ. In fact, every command of Jesus is a call 
to die, with all our affections and lusts. But we do not want 
to die…. 
 The call to discipleship … means both death and life … 
[It] sets the Christian in the middle of the daily arena 
against sin and the devil. Every day he encounters new 
temptations, and every day he must suffer anew for Jesus 
Christ’s sake. The wounds and scars he receives in the fray 
are living tokens of this participation in the cross of his Lord. 

 We encounter Peter in a particular way in the Gospel today. 
Did Peter have enough? Was he disgusted? Was the cross too 
much? Was his denial of Jesus too big a hurdle to overcome? 
Or, was it the shame? Did he long to go back to his former way 
of life? What was going through his mind when he told the 
others, “I am going fishing!” (Jn 21:3)? We do not know, but 
the others also jumped right on board with him. It just was not 
the same though. For all their skill and past experience, they 
caught nothing. To turn back was to experience a life without 
Jesus. But isn’t that what we all do? We try to imagine that we 
can go back. That life was OK before we met him—that we 
never intended or wanted to live with such difficulties as we 
have found in Christianity or the Catholic Church.  So we try to 
turn back the clock. But it does not work! 
 Yes! Bonhoeffer says, “everything is left for us to decide….” 
Can we really decide not to be a disciple? Yes, we can. Many 
others have done so, right from the beginning. Christianity has 
always been hard. When Jesus had finished explaining that he 
was the Bread of Life and we must eat this Bread or perish, 
Saint John tells us, “Many of his disciples who were listening 
said, ‘This saying is hard; who can accept it?’ … [and] as a 
result of this, many (of) his disciples returned to their former 
way of life and no longer accompanied him” (Jn 6: 60, 66). 
 The first time Jesus accomplished a “big catch” was in the 
Gospel of Luke. “Getting into one of the boats, the one 
belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance 
from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from 
the boat. After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 
“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” 
Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night 
and have caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the 
nets”” (Lk 5:3-5). Peter was complaining about how hard it was 
then. The person receiving the “one talent,” who did nothing 
about it, complained also, as Jesus related in the parable, 
“Master, I knew you were a demanding person …so out of fear 
I went off and buried your talent in the ground” (Mt 25:24-25). 
So, it has never been easy and Jesus knew that. He never 
forced anyone to follow him. He even asked the Twelve (the 
Apostles), “Do you also want to leave?” (John 6:67). Simon 
Peter answered him with the answer and belief we all need to 
have—the only reason it makes sense to choose to be 
disciples, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words 
of eternal life” (Jn 6:67-68).  

     God’s Peace,  
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Bringing Jesus to Planned Bringing Jesus to Planned Bringing Jesus to Planned Bringing Jesus to Planned 
Parenthood Through MaryParenthood Through MaryParenthood Through MaryParenthood Through Mary    

 
 

Come and pray the Rosary to end abortion 

2nd & 4th Fridays at 1:00pm 

Outside Planned Parenthood 

14 Prince St., Monticello 
 

(Meet at The Church of St. Peter, Monticello 

following the 12:15pm Mass) 
 

 

For more information, please call  

Jane @ 845-292-4647 
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Please Pray for our Parish Family 
For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Peggy Lee Romano, Barbara Walter, Lydia Newton, 
Connie Moser, Elizabeth Stoddard, Pam Kocher, Judy Tufo, Vincent Gentile 
For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish, Eugene Harrison, 
Terry McCarthy, John Werner, Lillian Yacino 
For those Serving in the Military: Justin Warnick, Joseph A. Choffo IV 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
    

Saturday, May 4th 

SFX 4:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, May 5th 
OLL 8:30am -Ruth Cunningham 
   Requested by Mary Jane Nober 
 
SFX 11:00am -The Niebuhr & Kelleher Families 
   Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
  -Our April Birthdays 
   Requested by The Tenbus Family 
 

Monday, May 6th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, May 7th 

SFX 6:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday, May 8th 
SFX 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
 

Thursday, May 9th 

SFX 6:30pm - Our Parish Family 
 

Friday, May 10th 

SFX 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, May 11th 

SFX 4:30pm - Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, May 12th 
OLL 8:30am -Abbie Pearson 
   Requested by Barbara Gabriel 
  -Dolores Manaseri & Christopher  
   Manaseri 
   Requested by The Manaseri Family 
 
SFX 11:00am - The Deceased Members of the Billott & 
   Smith Families 
   Requested by Pat Feagles 

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations t t t to our o our o our o our     
Confirmation CanConfirmation CanConfirmation CanConfirmation Candidatesdidatesdidatesdidates!!!!    

 

Collection 
April 27/28, 2019 

1st Collection 
St. Francis Xavier   $1,488.00 
Our Lady of the Lake   $232.00 
Other (Easter) 
St. Francis Xavier   $55.00 

Total 
$1,775.00 

Thank you! 

Kate DowKate DowKate DowKate Dowlinglinglingling    
Jeremy HoughtalingJeremy HoughtalingJeremy HoughtalingJeremy Houghtaling    

Amanda KutaAmanda KutaAmanda KutaAmanda Kuta    
Madison O’BrienMadison O’BrienMadison O’BrienMadison O’Brien    

 


