
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier Parish    
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

May 12, 2019 

REV. DENNIS M. DINAN, PASTOR 

ABBY RODDEN, PARISH SECRETARY 

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-11:30AM OR BY APPOINTMENT 

TELEPHONE: (845) 252-6681    FAX: (845) 252-6519 

WEB ADDRESS: www.sfxnarrowsburg.com  

EMAIL: sfxnarrowsburg@gmail.com 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE: (845) 252-6681 

EMAIL: sfxololre@gmail.com 

 

Our Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake Church    
Rt. 52, Lake Huntington 

 

Masses 
 Sunday    8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation  As Announced 
 

Confessions & Daily Mass 
       At St. Francis Xavier 
 
 

St. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier Church    
151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 

 

Masses 
 Saturday        4:30pm 
 Sunday         11:00am 
 Daily (Wednesday &Friday)      8:30am 
 Daily (Tuesday & Thursday)      6:30pm 
 Holydays of Obligation       As announced 

Confessions 
 Saturdays                    4:00pm 
                 Or by appointment 
 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 12, 2019         MOTHERS DAY FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 I know some of you have heard this story before. I had just 
arrived at the minor Seminary, Saint John Neumann in the 
Bronx. I think it was Saturday, January 24, 1987, early in the 
morning, that we had our first Mass there. Father James 
Halligan, our Spiritual Director, was the celebrant. It was all 
low-key. There was no music. Much of New York was probably 
still asleep. Many of us were probably half asleep, including 
the Rector, but not for long. Father Halligan began his homily: 

 You’ve heard the saying, “The road to hell is paved with 
good intentions.” St. John Chrysostom said that, “The road 
to Hell is paved with the skulls of priests!” He was talking 
about priests who would not preach the Gospel or the 
teachings of the Church or who would not follow them either. 
 You all want to be priests, right? Do you realize that 
depending on where you are sent within the Archdiocese 
that up to 70% of the people listening to you may not accept 
what you are teaching?  
 So, you can preach and teach as you should, and not be 
as popular as others, but you will be doing the right thing. 
Or, you can hang out with the “right people” and be found in 
the best of circles. You can become chummy with all of 
them. You’ll be going around with them saying, “I’m OK!” 
“You’re OK!” “We’re all OK!” And you’ll all be going to Hell! 

 What a Preacher Bomb! What a shocker! But, he was good 
at this. What I wrote above may not be verbatim; but, I can 
assure you, it’s pretty accurate. It sure got our attention!  
 I went back to the sacristy right after Mass to see Father 
Halligan. I knew him well. He had been my Confessor/Spiritual 
Director for 11 years now down on Wall Street, after I came 
back to the Church. “Father,” I said, “How unfair! All these 
years and you waited until now to tell me this? You waited until 
I gave up my career, my apartment—everything!” He said, 
“What are you so excited about?” It’s what you told us St. John 
Chrysostom said “The road to Hell is paved with the skulls of 
priests!” Taking off his vestments, he remarked, “Is that what I 
said? The real quote was: ‘Hell itself is paved with the skulls of 
priests!’” That was certainly no better! 
 After searching, I found not a single writing of Chrysostom’s 
containing the quote; but, legend has it: he said it! Search 
online and you may find the actual quote most cited is “The 
road to hell is paved with the skulls of erring priests, with 
bishops as their signposts.” You might also see he was not 
alone. Saint Athanasius is remembered saying, “The floor of 
hell is paved with the skulls of bishops” and Saint John Eudes 
with, “The road to hell is paved with the skulls of bishops.” 
 It doesn’t matter whether any of this is true or not. It was 
still a good lesson! The simple fact is that throughout the 
history of the Church, there were times when the priesthood 
was in need of reform. For example, before and around the 
time of the Council of Trent (1545-1563), Protestant and 
Catholic Reformers identified the lack of a well-trained clergy, 
sexual license, absenteeism, and simony (the selling of an 
office for profit) as the greatest scandals within clerical life. The 
council responded to this, dictating that “it is of the highest 
import for the salvation of souls that parishes be governed by 
worthy and qualified men.” This is just one case of many.  
 I say this on Good Shepherd Sunday at a time when still 
more news continues to break on “the scandal.” And, I am sure 
you are bothered and tired of hearing, as I am, what continues 
to show up in headlines and the subject of TV news anchors. 
It’s been a small percentage of priests and our Archdiocese 
just released names of all our priests last week. Thursday 
Pope Francis enacted new law. It gets lots of attention—
maybe it should because none of it should have happened at 
all. The majority of priests have been faithful, but all of them, 
and the Church itself, suffer under this disgrace. Still, you don’t 
hear of the good that is being done by the bulk of them. 

 Today we hear Jesus proclaim, “My sheep hear my voice; I 
know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish” (Jn 10:27-28). What we do not hear is 
what precedes this in the discourse, “I am the Good Shepherd” 
(Jn 10:14, emphasis is mine). If Jesus is calling himself this, 
then he is implying there are bad shepherds too, hardly 
coincidental. The evangelist says this took place during the 
Feast of the Dedication of the Temple, the Festival of Lights, or 
Hanukkah as we know it. Tradition has it; a key reading at this 
feast was from the prophet Ezekiel 34, which condemns the 
false shepherds of Israel, and it does not apply only to those 
who heard Ezekiel’s preaching. Obviously, Jesus is using this 
to address the shepherds in his midst. So, there would have 
been no doubt as to what Jesus was speaking about. The 
prophet Ezekiel begins, “Son of man, prophesy against the 
shepherds of Israel…. Thus says the Lord GOD: Woe to the 
shepherds of Israel who have been pasturing themselves!” 
(34:2). It’s worth reading the whole chapter, but I’ll simply show 
how the case against the bad shepherds is built: 
As I live, says the Lord GOD, because my sheep have been 
given over to pillage, and because my sheep have become 
food for every wild beast, for lack of a shepherd; because 
my shepherds did not look after my sheep, but pastured 
themselves and did not pasture my sheep…. I swear I am 
coming against these shepherds. I will claim my sheep from 
them and put a stop to their shepherding my sheep so that 
they may no longer pasture themselves. I will save my 
sheep, that they may no longer be food for their mouths. I 
myself will look after and tend my sheep (34:8, 10-11). 

 This is good for us to hear. Bad shepherds were always 
around, and likely will always be. Consider the hand-picked 
twelve of Jesus. All abandoned him. Although, one returned 
later to the Cross. Another killed himself. Another completely 
denied Jesus. The rest all waited until the coast was clear.  
 Jesus wants to make perfectly clear to us, and the people 
of all generations, that regardless of the historical facts of 
badness, he is The Shepherd—the one prophesied to come. 
He is the one (the Word) speaking through Ezekiel: “I myself 
will pasture my sheep; I myself will give them rest, says the 
Lord GOD. The lost I will seek out, the strayed I will bring back, 
the injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal” (Ezek 34:15-16). 
This prophetically tells the ministry Jesus actually performed. 
 Jesus is assuring us! All other shepherds are instruments 
he chooses to “feed his sheep.” Each shepherd can choose to 
shepherd rightly or not. There will always be those who view 
the call as a means to personal gain—not hard to do. Still, 
there are consequences! As was said above by the Lord: “I 
swear I am coming against these shepherds” (Ezek 34:10). 
There will be judgment. Jesus said, “Things that cause sin 
[scandal] will inevitably occur, but woe to the person through 
whom they occur. It would be better for him if a millstone were 
put around his neck and he be thrown into the sea than for him 
to cause one of these little ones to sin” (Lk 17:1-2). Different 
words, but Father Halligan and others spoke a “like” message. 
 We need to pray. We need to ask God to show us all the 
beauty and transforming power of his Church, which has been 
buried by scandal. We need to stand fast! We have a Good 
Shepherd. We are the sheep of his flock. He assures us, no 
matter what, “No one can take [us] out of [his] hand” (Jn 
10:28). He has claimed his sheep and now takes up his rightful 
place with them. He insists, “My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all, and no one can take them out of the 
Father’s hand. The Father and I are one” (Jn 10:29-30). Those 
listening to Jesus, “picked up rocks to stone him” (Jn 10:31). 
Let’s, you and me, hear the Shepherd’s voice and follow him. 

          God’s Peace,  
 

Happy Mothers Day!!! 
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Bringing Jesus to Planned Bringing Jesus to Planned Bringing Jesus to Planned Bringing Jesus to Planned 
Parenthood Through MaryParenthood Through MaryParenthood Through MaryParenthood Through Mary    

 
Come and pray the Rosary to end abortion 

2nd & 4th Fridays at 1:00pm 

Outside Planned Parenthood 

14 Prince St., Monticello 
 

(Meet at The Church of St. Peter, Monticello 

following the 12:15pm Mass) 
 

For more information, please call  

Jane @ 845-292-4647 
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Please Pray for our Parish Family 
For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Peggy Lee Romano, Barbara Walter, Lydia Newton, 
Connie Moser, Elizabeth Stoddard, Pam Kocher, Judy Tufo, Vincent Gentile, Kathleen Jamieson 
For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish, Eugene Harrison, 
Terry McCarthy, John Werner, Lillian Yacino 
For those Serving in the Military: Justin Warnick, Joseph A. Choffo IV 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
    

Saturday, May 11th 

SFX 4:30pm -Our Mothers Day Intentions 
 

Sunday, May 12th 
OLL 8:30am -Abbie Pearson 
   Requested by Barbara Gabriel 
  -Dolores Manaseri & Christopher  
   Manaseri 
   Requested by The Manaseri Family 
 
SFX 11:00am -The Deceased Members of the Billott & 
   Smith Families 
   Requested by Pat Feagles 
 

Monday, May 13th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, May 14th 

SFX 6:30pm -Our Mothers Day Intentions 
 

Wednesday, May 15th 
SFX 8:30am - Our Mothers Day Intentions 
 

Thursday, May 16th 

SFX 6:30pm - Our Mothers Day Intentions 
 

Friday, May 17th 

SFX 8:30am - Our Mothers Day Intentions 
 

Saturday, May 18th 

SFX 4:30pm - Our Mothers Day Intentions 
 

Sunday, May 19th 
OLL 8:30am -Our Mothers Day Intentions 
 
SFX 11:00am -George J. Johnson 
   Requested by Eleanor Johnson 

Collection 
May 4/5, 2019 

1st Collection 
St. Francis Xavier   $999.00 
Our Lady of the Lake  $265.00 
 

2nd Collection (Repairs & Maintenance) 
St. Francis Xavier   $294.00 
Our Lady of the Lake  $174.00 

 

Total 
$1,732.00 

Thank you! 

 


