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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 26, 2019  FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 Most of us have probably heard of Eliza Doolittle. Her 
character might have been played by Julie Andrews, Audrey 
Hepburn, a family member, or someone you knew, who played 
the lead in a local high school production of My Fair Lady. If 
you did, you heard this woman or girl persuasively ring-out the 
lyrics of “Show Me!” You heard, “Words! Words! Words! I’m so 
sick of words! … If you’re in love, Show me! … If you’re on fire, 
Show me!” In those few lines, we know what Eliza Doolittle is 
getting at—the point she’s making. We all say, “Talk is cheap!” 
She says that and more; but especially when it comes to 
LOVE. The upshot is, “Don’t tell me you love me, SHOW ME!” 
 She is not alone. In today’s gospel Jesus says, “Whoever 
loves me will keep my word” (Jn 14:23). He could also say, 
“Talk is cheap!” Jesus inserts a conditional clause when he 
speaks about what it means to love him. Loving Jesus has to 
be more than words. There is an essential condition that 
authenticates the love. He wants action. He is saying the same 
as Eliza Doolittle, “Don’t tell me you love me, SHOW ME!” 
 It’s true that really loving Jesus, i.e. to love God, can be 
hard to grasp. It can seem very vague, especially since this is 
someone we do not see—ever!—at least in this life. I think it 
would always remain so, if the Holy Spirit did not assist us. He 
gives us a few hints. First, we begin with a definition, “This is 
love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us” (1 Jn 
4:10). Saint John then draws a conclusion from this, “Beloved, 
if God so loved us, we also must love one another” (1 Jn 4:11).  
 Jesus tells us: this is not just a nice thing. It is absolutely 
essential. Lots of people spout about how much they love God. 
They probably truly believe it too! But, Saint John gave us a 
simple way to assess our love for God, saying, “Whoever does 
not love [someone] whom he has seen cannot love God whom 
he has not seen” (1 Jn 4:20). Saint John would consider this 
absurd and laughable. He would argue as he also wrote, that if 
someone says, “I love God,” but hates his brother or sister, 
then—”he is a liar” (1 Jn 4:20), plain and simple. 
 We can put a little more flesh on this. With Mothers Day 
being only two weeks ago, it is more than a faint memory. Our 
mothers are great examples of how we live this out in practice.  
 I think most of us, if not all, if asked if we loved our mothers, 
at different times of our lives, would answer positively, “Yes!” 
But let’s think about that. When we are a baby, who is really 
doing the loving, Mom or us? As we grow through childhood, 
I’m sure none of us could imagine not having Mom as part of 
our life. I do not think we could picture life without her love. 
But, how much of this relationship was our dependence and 
need? How much of it was knowing her love for us, what she 
would be willing to do for us? How much of it was taking her 
for granted! Couldn’t we say like Saint John, “This is motherly 
love: not that we have loved her, but that she loved us?” Yet, 
learning this is how we learn to love—how we grow in love. 
 As time goes on, we begin to see what our mothers did for 
us, what they gave and were willing to give. We open our eyes 
to the reality of this mystery of selfless giving which enveloped 
most of us and we learn to appreciate it. The more we see of 
this, the more we want to respond. All of this can take many 
years, but life presents itself with opportunities where we can 
begin to act out love, stemming from examples of our mothers. 
Jesus gave us a hint about how this should work. He called it a 
“new commandment.” It consists of a simple formula: “love one 
another,” he taught, “As I have loved you, so you also should 
love one another” (Jn 13:35). Isn’t this the same formula we 
slowly apply to loving our Mom? Little by little, we love her 
increasingly more and more—the way she loved us! More and 
more, this requires that we change. It means spending more 
time with her, talking much more with her, doing more, taking 
care of her needs, and many times providing for her as she 
grows older. In short, it’s loving her as she loved us. And 

basically, we should want to be with someone we love. 
 From loving someone like this who we do see, we can now 
progress to loving someone we do not see. Gradually, with 
time, we begin to see the work of God in our lives. We begin to 
see the great care and concern that God has had for us and 
has shown us. We need only trace back our history. If written 
down, we would see that God could be found on each page. 
Until we see this, we would have been taking God for granted, 
expecting and demanding! All this time, we did not know and 
appreciate the constant love and care being showered on us 
from this “invisible Lover.” But again, life presents itself with 
opportunities to counter this. In fact, Jean-Pierre de Caussade, 
in Abandonment to Divine Providence, explains:  

 There is not a moment in which God does not present 
himself under the cover of some pain to be endured, of 
some consolation to be enjoyed, or of some duty to be 
performed. All that takes place within us, around us, or 
through us, contains and conceals his divine action. 
 It is really and truly there present, but invisibly present, so 
that we are always surprised and do not recognize his 
operation until it has ceased. If we could lift the veil, and if 
we were attentive and watchful God would continually 
reveal himself to us, and we should see his divine action in 
everything that happened to us, and rejoice in it. At each 
successive occurrence we should exclaim: “It is the Lord,” 
and we should accept every fresh circumstance as a gift of 
God. 

 We must grapple with this new revelation. It is an “eye-
opener” leading to a deeper awareness of—not how God has 
fit into our lives, but we into God’s. As we start to come to grips 
with this love that has been always ours, we find the God who 
“pours his gifts on his beloved while they slumber” (Ps 127)—
working within our unwary days and nights. We ever so slowly 
begin to return the love. As we do, in humble truth we more 
easily see that “we do not love God” more than “we love God.” 
 How long has God waited for us? How long did we plod on 
blindly? In our supposed certainty, how often have we missed 
reality? How is it possible that we have missed Love?—and for 
so long a time? And then, we begin to get the full import of the 
words of Jesus we hear today, “Whoever loves me will keep 
my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him 
and make our dwelling with him” (Jn 14:23). 
 He asks us to love him the way he has loved us. We can 
only do this once we begin to understand what this Love is, 
what it has done and what it is still doing. Like Eliza Doolittle, 
Jesus insists, “Don’t tell me you love me, SHOW ME!” This 
means spending time with him. This means conversation time 
like we would have with anyone we love. So, Jesus lets us 
know, “In praying, do not babble like the pagans, who think 
that they will be heard because of their many words” (Mt 6:7). 
And God wants an invite like we would give to anyone else. 
We have to treat this seriously. He further insists, “When you 
pray, go to your inner room, close the door, and pray to your 
Father in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will repay 
you” (Mt 6:7). He wants to be with us. If we let him, “God will 
come to us and make his own dwelling with us” (Jn 14:23). He 
loves us! If we love God, we should want to be with God too! 
 There is a mind-boggling simplicity to all of this, once we 
get it though our skulls! God is actually simple! It’s one of his 
attributes: Simplicity! We are the ones who complicate things. 
Simplicity’s nature is to remain hidden and lost in the crowd. 
That’s what Jesus wants of us: to be hidden with him in our 
inner room and not telling him, but “showing him” we love him.  

     God’s Peace,  
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Time Change 
Please note: 

All Sunday Masses at  

Our Lady of the Lake Church 
will now be at 9:00am. 

Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas 

Court Fr. Raphael   #1542 
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Please Pray for our Parish Family 
For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Peggy Lee Romano, Barbara Walter, Lydia Newton, 
Connie Moser, Elizabeth Stoddard, Pam Kocher, Judy Tufo, Vincent Gentile, Kathleen Jamieson 
For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish, Eugene Harrison, 
Terry McCarthy, John Werner, Lillian Yacino 
For those Serving in the Military: Justin Warnick, Joseph A. Choffo IV 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
Saturday, May 25th 

SFX 4:30pm -Charles F. Davies, Marie E. Davies, & 
   Joseph Manley 

    Requested by Elizabeth Barenklau 
 

Sunday, May 26th 
OLL 9:00am -Our Parish Family 
 
SFX 11:00am -Larry & Marge Schick- Celebrating  
   their 64th Wedding Anniversary 
   Requested by Dorothy Schultz 
 

Monday, May 27th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, May 28th 

SFX 6:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday, May 29th 
The Ascension of The Lord Vigil Mass 
(No 8:30am Mass) 
SFX 4:30pm 
 

Thursday, May 30th 

The Ascension of The Lord Holyday Mass 
OLL 9:00am 
SFX 6:30pm 
 

Friday, May 31st 

SFX 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, June 1st 

SFX 4:30pm - Christopher & Rebecca Hubert 
   Requested by The Family 
 

Sunday, June 2nd 
OLL 9:00am -Our Parish Family 
SFX 11:00am -Our Parish Family 

Collection 
May 18/19, 2019 

1st Collection 
St. Francis Xavier   $921.00 
Our Lady of the Lake   $310.00 
 
2nd Collection (Capital Improvements) 
St. Francis Xavier   $324.00 
Our Lady of the Lake   $233.00 
 
Other (Repairs & Maintenance) 
St. Francis Xavier   $30.00 

Total 
$1,818.00 

The Ascension of 
The Lord 

 
Holyday of Obligation 

 

Wednesday, May 29-Vigil Mass 
St. Francis Xavier at 4:30pm 

(There will be NO 8:30am Mass) 
 

Thursday, May 30-Holyday Mass 
Our Lady of the Lake at 9:00am 

St. Francis Xavier at 6:30pm 

Readings 
 

Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 
Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 

John 14:23-29 

Please Note:Please Note:Please Note:Please Note:    
    

There will be NO MASS  
on Tuesday, June 4th. 


