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Saint Francis Xavier Parish
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 29, 2019 

Happy Priesthood Sunday & 
Happy Birthday 

 Fr. Dennis! 



TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, SEPTEMBER 29, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 As a good teacher, the gospel shows us that our actions, 
life choices and lifestyles have consequences, often lasting 
ones. Only five weeks ago, we were also speaking about the 
“World to Come.” The gospel does that! It began to answer the 
question beginning that week’s gospel, with “someone” asking 
Jesus, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?”(Lk 13:23). It’s 
a question for all of us to ponder. Questions about the 
existence and nature of a “World to Come” have always been 
argued. Now, they want to hear how Jesus will answer it. 
 Classical Jewish tradition, dating back to the school of the 
Pharisees, up to sages like Moses Maimonides, taught that the 
human soul is immortal and rises above bodily death, entering 
a “world to come.” Rabbinic teachings from The Mishnah 
(Sanhedrin 10:1) state that: “All Israel has a share in the World 
to Come.” A future world brings its possibilities with it. Although 
not a complete treatment of this subject, we can identify three 
possibilities, all familiar, grounded in Jewish Scriptures, and 
confirmed later in the New Testament by Jesus and others. 
The first is Sheol (Hades), at times called the “abode of the 
dead” or the “bosom of Abraham.” It may be likened to a large 
family plot that could take in the whole human family. It is not a 
permanent place and many see it as a place of purification. 
The second prospect is a heavenly Paradise (Gan Eden), 
likened to the Garden of Eden. The third possibility would be 
Gehenna, a place of torment or of punishment for sin, likened 
to the valley “gai”; outside of Jerusalem—the garbage dump, 
always on fire—belonging to a man named Ben Hinom, which 
in Hebrew would thus be “gai Hinom.” There are also some 
overlaps concerning the interpretation of these places. 
 Although referred to elsewhere, in the Sermon on the 
Mount Jesus teaches very clearly about these three in a single 
passage. He is speaking about sinlessness, sin and its penalty 
and “world to come” possibilities, based on life choices. Follow 
his words, it’s clear he is teaching about Heaven, Hell and a 
place to work off punishment (we call Purgatory):  

I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. “You have heard that it was said to your 
ancestors, ‘You shall not kill....’ But I say to you, whoever is 
angry with his brother will be liable to judgment, and 
whoever says to his brother, ‘Raqa,’ will be answerable to 
the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ will be liable 
to fiery Gehenna. Settle with your opponent quickly while 
on the way to court with him. Otherwise your opponent will 
hand you over to the judge … and you will be thrown into 
prison. Amen, I say to you, you will not be released until 
you have paid the last penny. “You have heard that it was 
said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you, 
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye 
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better 
for you to lose one of your members than to have your 
whole body thrown into Gehenna. (Mt 5:19-22; 25-29)  

 With this in mind, we move to this week’s gospel on 
Lazarus and the Rich Man, where Jesus plainly illustrates that 
our eternity is linked to our deeds in this life. Each will receive 
a reward that Jesus calls “eternal life,” or will suffer a complete 
dehumanization in which they will not only be deprived of the 
happiness and fulfillment we were created for, but they will be 
tormented forever in a life completely devoid of love, with 
those “accursed” who suffer the same consequences for their 
lives in a place that Jesus called, “the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels” (Mt 25:41). The Book of Revelation 
describes this differently, but with the same results: It says,  

The Devil … was thrown into the pool of fire and sulfur, 
where the beast and the false prophet were. There they will 
be tormented day and night forever and ever. The dead 
were judged according to their deeds, by what was written 

in the scrolls. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the 
pool of fire. (This pool of fire is the second death.) Anyone 
whose name was not found written in the book of life was 
thrown into the pool of fire (Rev 20:10, 12, 14-15). 

 Jesus describes this as a consequence of a lifestyle where 
we did not see him as we should, “I was hungry and you gave 
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger 
and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me no 
clothing, ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.” (Mat 
25:42-43). Not unlike Rich Man with Lazarus! 
 In visions, related in her Dialogues, Saint Catherine of 
Siena tells how God the Father described to her the torments 
of Hell. This fate (freely chosen!) comes from lives of self-love 
and selfishness, conceit and pride from which injustice, cruelty, 
other filthiness and iniquitous sins follow. He said:  

My daughter … I say to you, that in Hell, the souls have 
four principal torments, out of which proceed all the other 
torments. The first is, that they see themselves deprived of 
the vision of Me, which is such pain to them, that, were it 
possible, they would rather choose the fire, and the tortures 
and torments, and to see Me, than to be without the 
torments and not to see Me. 
This first pain revives in them, then, the second, the worm 
of Conscience, which gnaws unceasingly, seeing that the 
soul is deprived of Me, and of the conversation of the 
angels, through her sin, made worthy of the conversation 
and sight of the devils, which vision of the Devil is the third 
pain and redoubles to them their every toil. As the saints 
exult in the sight of Me, refreshing themselves with 
joyousness in the fruit of their toils borne for Me with such 
abundance of love, and displeasure of themselves, so does 
the sight of the Devil revive these wretched ones to 
torments, because in seeing him they know themselves 
more, that is to say, they know that, by their own sin, they 
have made themselves worthy of him. And so the worm of 
Conscience gnaws more and more, and the fire of this 
Conscience never ceases to burn. And the sight is more 
painful to them, because they see him in his own form, 
which is so horrible that the heart of man could not imagine 
it. And if you remember well, you know that I showed him to 
you in his own form for a little space of time, hardly a 
moment, and you chose (after you had returned to yourself) 
rather to walk on a road of fire, even until the Day of 
Judgment, than to see him again. With all this that you have 
seen, even you do not know well how horrible he is, 
because, by Divine justice, he appears more horrible to the 
soul that is deprived of Me, and more or less according to 
the gravity of her sin. The fourth torment that they have is 
the fire. This fire burns and does not consume, for the being 
of the soul cannot be consumed, because it is not a 
material thing that fire can consume. But I, by Divine 
justice, have permitted the fire to burn them with torments, 
so that it torments them, without consuming them, with the 
greatest pains in diverse ways according to the diversity of 
their sins, to some more, and to some less, according to the 
gravity of their fault. Out of these four torments issue all 
others, such as cold and heat and gnashing of the teeth 
and many others. Now because they did not amend 
themselves after the first reproof that they had of injustice 
and false judgment, neither in the second, which was that, 
in death, they would not hope in Me, nor grieve for the 
offense done to Me, but only for their own pain, have they 
thus so miserably received Eternal Punishment. 

 A real, but not pretty picture that Jesus paints this week. 
Yet, it is so that we take heed and learn to love & be loved! 
That’s what Heaven is all about! 

     God’s Peace,  
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Happy Birthday 
and 

Happy Priesthood 
Sunday 

Fr. Dennis! 
You are greatly loved 
and appreciated for 

all you do! 
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Collection 
September 21/22, 2019 

 

1st Collection 
St. Francis Xavier  $868.00 
Our Lady of the Lake  $497.00 
 

 

Total 
$1,365.00 

Thank you! 

Mass Intentions
Saturday, September 28th 

SFX 4:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, September 29th 
OLL 8:30am -Fr. Dennis Dinan 
    Requested by His Parishioners 
 

SFX 11:00am -Fr. Dennis Dinan 
   Requested by His Parishioners 
 

Monday, September 30th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, October 1st 

SFX 6:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday, October 2nd 
SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Thursday, October 3rd 

SFX 6:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 

Friday, October 4th 

SFX 8:30am -A Special Intention 
   Requested by Helen Barr 
 

Saturday, October 5th 

SFX 4:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, October 6th 
OLL 8:30am -Barbara Walter 
   Requested by The Guttzeit Family 
 

SFX 11:00am -President Donald Trump 
   Requested by A Voter 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
 
 

For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Lydia Newton, Jane Cutita, Bonnie Feeler, Judy Tufo, Connie Moser, Elizabeth Stoddard, 
Pam Kocher, Vincent Gentile, Kathleen Jamieson, Peter O’Leary Jr., Jessica Hartley 
 

For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish, Eugene Harrison, Terry McCarthy, John Werner, Lillian 
Yacino, James Lingle, Patricia Lyons, Peggy Lee Romano, Emory Robert Kaub, Muriel F. Edwards, Andrew Casimir, 
Barbara Walter, John Hartley, Eileen Dempsey, Christopher Kells 
 

For those Serving in the Military: Justin Warnick, Joseph A. Choffo IV, Carmen Hamstrom, Joseph R. Gonzalez 

 
 
 

The St. Francis Xavier Outreach 
Program is holding a Tricky Tray 

fundraising event on  
Saturday, October 19 at 12:00pm  

(after the free 2 Frank’s Cafe’ Lunch) 
 in the St. Francis Xavier Parish Hall. 

 
 

Please consider donating a tricky tray, 
which can be dropped at the rectory 

office or at either parish church before 
or after the Saturday and Sunday 

Masses. 
 
 

Questions can be directed to either: 
Linda Smith (845)252-7547 

Barbara Drollinger (845)252-3224 

Readings
Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

1 Timothy 6:11-16 
Luke 16:19-31 


