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TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, OCTOBER 13, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 Saint Paul believed in an apostolic charism that was 
absolutely guaranteed to him as an ordained minister by the 
“laying on of hands.” Though maybe never completely able to 
understand it, he knew he was in some way now configured to 
Christ (the Church says in persona Christi, or “standing in the 
person of Christ”), that he must begin to live the life of Christ in 
his own life, or maybe better said, that now he must allow 
Christ to live in him. Thus Saint Paul realized he personally 
must experience Christ’s life, death and resurrection. 
 Knowing this, seeing his connection to Christ, and now 
being sent by him to be a priest/apostle, he knew what he had 
been given was for the people that the Lord came to save. So, 
he let the forces that opposed Jesus, during his ministry, enter 
his own life/ministry so that the Lord could serve his people 
through him. We hear this in our Second Reading, “Therefore, 
I bear with everything for the sake of those who are chosen, so 
that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, 
together with eternal glory. This saying is trustworthy: If we 
have died with him we shall also live with him; if we persevere 
we shall also reign with him,” (2 Tim 2:10-12). 
 The depth of this was masterfully penned in a book by 
Cardinal Carlo Martini, the late Archbishop of Milan, In the 
Thick of His Ministry. More than a book, rather reflections he 
gave to “young priests” on retreat, (the editor notes) in a family 
atmosphere among them all. The Introduction ends, “We are 
given a good picture of the life of the pastor serving the gospel 
in the Christian community and helping it to grow in faith.” 
 I share here some of his thoughts with you. The Cardinal 
was very prominent, well known and respected in the Church. 
His words still hold a lot of weight! As background, while 
meditating on the mission of Saint Paul, he found “words of 
comfort.” Yes, there was comfort in seeing what he might have 
imagined, that he was singled out to have to deal with as 
priest, was actually part of the mission of an apostle, which is 
nonetheless the mission of a priest. The Cardinal purposely 
reflected on such things. In the opening meditation he wanted 
these young priests to be able to identify quickly with his 
words, as being reflections of their own pastoral experiences.  
 One result of living the life of a priest is that the people of 
the parish see them the way children see their mothers and 
fathers, the good, the bad, the strong points, the weak. Most of 
you know just what Martini means. Similarly, it is always being 
on display—not always easy—like living in a fishbowl! The 
priest is quite visible and should be! I suggest the following is 
an opportunity to see if our idea of priesthood agrees with 
someone’s who regularly teaches other priests about it. So, 
“Do we see the same reality that he is presenting to them and 
asking and encouraging them to live?” And, “Do we see what it 
means for us and how we fit into this?”  
 Right or wrong, we all have expectations of people and 
what they should be like. We have expectations of priests too. 
Oft times a priest will not live up to our expectations. I must 
have disappointed more than a few people in 28 years. And 
yet, we can be disappointed through no fault of the priest. It is 
possible we do not really understand the life of a priest or 
priest/pastor. It also is possible that priests do not understand 
it themselves and probably why Cardinal Martini begins by 
telling priests, not what they should and most likely know, but 
what they know they have experienced, perhaps nonstop, 
since their last retreat. And this is not an attempt on his part to 
show them that they’ve all had their share of bad experiences 
that they now can be relieved to be able to leave behind. 
 This is not given as an occasion to feel sorry for priests in 
this regard. Sympathy only evokes feelings, especially pity. If 
anything, they would ask for empathy. Empathy makes 
another person willing to stand with you. The ministry of a 
priest is beautiful, one that is filled with many joys. It can be a 
most meaningful way of life, coupled with so many ways of 
helping people, especially eternally! It has its rewards. That is 
all very easy to live with. The Cardinal, however, wants to point 

out that along with these come trials, disappointments and 
difficulties. Quoting Saint Paul, he says there is the living of the 
“daily grind!” Going further, his description says, “There are 
high and low moods, enthusiasm alternating with depression, 
tiredness, boredom with the ministry and overwork.” There are 
“internal disputes with the communities.” There are “small 
internal divisions.” There’s “enormous pain” seeing that one’s 
mission failed. He speaks of “obscure and painful conditions 
that bring daily problems: people’s malice, inconstancy, the 
betrayal of friends, the having to live among true and false 
friends … causing confusion, sadness and dismay.” He adds 
to this the strain and distress of living with “misunderstandings” 
or when a priest feels “the community does not really know 
who he is, does not appreciate him and does not value his 
work.” All of these trials can be occurring in the lives of priests 
along with “a certain instinctive and unconscious intolerance, ill 
humor, even irritation with themselves and others.”  
 As for examples, they must vary from parish to parish and 
from priest to priest. I think that if you asked, any priest/pastor 
could easily provide his own list of day-to-day details, which 
bring on anxieties. Commonly, there is the frustration of seeing 
so much is not being done, especially regarding the care of 
souls. Persistently, priests try to capture the most important 
thing they can have: time!—time for what absolutely must be 
done, especially time to pray and care for their own salvation. I 
contend that few priests would have any problem identifying 
with all of this. If you are ever wondering what “Father” has on 
his mind, or why “Father” is the way he is today, it just may be 
one of these things.  
 The Cardinal instructs us, that what he has described is not 
something that is to be avoided. It can’t, he says, because it is 
going to reappear again and again. Generally speaking, the 
Cardinal admits: this is also not something that priests can or 
should take blame for; it is not something that they must try to 
get over or try to recover from; it is not something that priests 
must try to protect or block themselves from. Rather, he says, 
it is something that has to be learned to be welcomed in each 
one of their lives. And—it is not something going to happen 
soon. It will take a lifetime! Priesthood and apostleship must 
cost something! Cardinal Martini, following Saint Paul’s lead 
says that the solution is to “enter into it,” that is, to personally 
accept these things into one’s life. He says that people, mainly 
priests, cannot say, “God forbid, Lord!” (Mt 16:22) as Peter 
said to Jesus when he spoke about his crucifixion.  
 Paul therefore calls the people to enter into this mysterious 
ministry with him, even through their prayers, on which he 
insists he depends. He tells the people that if they are willing to 
enter in his and the other apostles’ suffering that, in sharing in 
their sufferings they will also share in their consolations. 
Cardinal Martini claims that in encouraging this “sharing,” he is 
laying the foundation for forming a “community based on 
human relationships.” This is what Saint John Paul II preached 
for 26 years, asking us to form “communities of love.” 
 In very simple terms, the Cardinal believes Paul is telling 
the people that this is how we must be united in Christ. In 
doing so, the ministry of Christ allows the people to be 
transformed and the interrelation of the members of the Body 
of Christ becomes more human. They then understand that the 
ordained minister or priest, the servant of God, has grace for 
the mission, but being human also has his weakness and 
needs prayer. He also needs a people who are united in his 
struggle and efforts. Rather than having a dysfunctional setting 
where the minister is mistakenly seen as showing weakness 
and demanding pity, he says a balance is found in that the 
community shares in the priest’s sufferings, just as the priest 
shares in the community’s. This is truly the work of the Lord. 

     God’s Peace,  
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The St. Francis Xavier Outreach 
Program is holding a Tricky Tray 

fundraising event on  
Saturday, October 19 at 12:00pm  

(after the free 2 Frank’s Cafe’ Lunch) 
 in the St. Francis Xavier Parish Hall. 

 
 

Please consider donating a tricky tray 
which can be dropped at the rectory 

office, or at either parish church before or 
after the Saturday and Sunday Masses. 

 
 
 

Questions can be directed to either: 
Linda Smith (845) 252-7547 

Barbara Drollinger (845) 252-3224 
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Please Pray for our Parish Family 
 
 

For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Lydia Newton, Jane Cutita, Bonnie Feeler, Judy Tufo, Connie Moser, Elizabeth Stoddard, 
Pam Kocher, Vincent Gentile, Kathleen Jamieson, Peter O’Leary Jr., Jessica Hartley 
 

For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish, Eugene Harrison, Terry McCarthy, John Werner, Lillian 
Yacino, James Lingle, Patricia Lyons, Peggy Lee Romano, Emory Robert Kaub, Muriel F. Edwards, Andrew Casimir, 
Barbara Walter, John Hartley, Eileen Dempsey, Christopher Kells, Rita & Arthur Holmes 
 

For those Serving in the Military: Justin Warnick, Joseph A. Choffo IV, Carmen Hamstrom, Joseph R. Gonzalez 

Mass IntentioMass IntentioMass IntentioMass Intentionsnsnsns    
Saturday, October 12th 

SFX 4:30pm -Shane Hyland 
    Requested by The Rodden Family 
 

Sunday, October 13th 
OLL 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

SFX 11:00am -Gladys Smith & F.J. Smith III 
   Requested by The Smith Family 
 

Monday, October 14th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, October 15th 

SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday, October 16th 
SFX 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
 

Thursday, October 17th 

SFX 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
 

Friday, October 18th 

SFX 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, October 19th 

SFX 4:30pm - Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, October 20th 
OLL 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
 

SFX 11:00am -William Porter 
   Requested by The Porter Family 

Collection 
October 5/6, 2019 

 

1st Collection 
St. Francis Xavier  $846.00 
Our Lady of the Lake  $229.00 
 

 

2nd Collection 
St. Francis Xavier  $270.00 
Our Lady of the Lake  $133.00 

 

Total 
$1,478.00 

Thank you! 

Readings 
 

2 Kings 5:14-17 
2 Timothy 2:8-13 

Luke 17:11-19 

 
This week’s 2nd collection is for World Mission 

Sunday. Please be a part of the Church’s missionary 
efforts throughout the world through prayer, self-

sacrifice, and support of missionary vocations through 
your charitable contributions. 

Thank you! 

***Attention Please******Attention Please******Attention Please******Attention Please***    
All Tuesday and Thursday 

Masses will now be at 
8:30am effective 

immediately. 


