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Saint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier Parish    
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 10, 2019 
 

Our Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake Church    
Rt. 52, Lake Huntington 

 
Masses 
 Sunday    8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation  As Announced 
 
 
 
Confessions & Daily Mass 
       At St. Francis Xavier 
 

St. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier Church    
151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 

 
Masses 
 Saturday        4:30pm 
 Sunday         11:00am 
 Daily (Tuesday-Friday)       8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation       As announced 
 
Confessions 
 Saturday                    4:00pm 
                 Or by appointment 
 

 

 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Regularly scheduled on available Sundays of each month after 
our last Mass. Arrangements are made by contacting the 
Rectory. One Godparent is required and must be 14, 
confirmed, a practicing Catholic, and obtain a Sponsor 
Certificate from their parish. Only one male and one female 
Godparent is permitted. Parents should be registered in the 
parish and meet with the priest. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior to 
wedding date. Marriage preparation courses must be 
completed. Either the Bride or the Groom must be a registered 
parishioner or be associated with the parish. They must meet 
with the parish priest before a wedding date can be scheduled.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades K-8 meet at 9:50am on Sundays. Contact the 
Religious Ed Office to register children. We ask families to be 
registered & involved parishioners. Children must be baptized. 
Parents & children are expected to attend Mass each week. 

 

REV. DENNIS M. DINAN, PASTOR 
ABBY RODDEN, PARISH SECRETARY 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS: TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM 

 OR BY APPOINTMENT 

  

TELEPHONE: (845) 252-6681 

FAX: (845) 252-6519 

WEB ADDRESSES: www.sfxnarrowsburg.com 

 www.ollhuntington.com 

EMAIL: sfxnarrowsburg@gmail.com 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE: (845) 252-6681 

EMAIL: sfxololre@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 



THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME,  NOVEMBER 10, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 I am currently reading a book for the 2nd time. This time I 
am reading it as an audiobook. It’s exciting, because the 
authors, Father Michael White and lay minister Tom Corcoran 
are the narrators. They’re exciting! It’s about a credible and 
moving story about how they brought their parish back to life. 
You can read the following blurb on the Amazon website:  

Rebuilt is a story of stopping everything and changing 
focus. When their parish reached a breaking point, Fr. 
Michael White and lay associate Tom Corcoran asked 
themselves how they could make the Church matter to 
Catholics, and they realized the answer was at the heart of 
the Gospel. Their faithful response not only tripled their 
weekend mass attendance, but also yielded increased 
giving, flourishing ministries, and a vibrant, solidly Catholic 
spiritual revival. 

 That heart of the Gospel is what was alive and active in the 
Early Church. I wonder if you, who are reading this, have ever 
witnessed the R.C.I.A., which is short for the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults? The R.C.I.A. is a "restoration" of something 
that was present during the Church’s first three centuries—a 
time when it lived under persecution. This began with the 
Church accepting non-Christians as catechumens. These were 
not just inquirers. These were men and women making their 
initial commitment to pursue the faith—entering the first phase, 
the catechumenate period. Successive periods followed. Each 
had catechetical teaching/training, ascetical aspects, and 
liturgical preparation and celebration, continuing about three 
years total. Catechumens were considered part of the Church, 
even though not yet baptized. Should persecution win out, they 
would then be assured of baptism by desire. Not the most 
pleasant of ideas! Yet, as martyrs, they would now be saints! 
 Think of the heroism and the courage shown, choosing to 
be disciples of Jesus, joining his Church, and risking their 
lives. Would we choose like them in this day and age? Do we 
value our faith as they did? It seems that Indian, Chinese, 
African, Iraqi, and other Catholics and Christians certainly do. 
 This is the heroism and faithfulness we find in this week’s 
First Reading, from the Second Book of Maccabees. In this 
story, seven brothers and their mother are being compelled to 
violate God’s law. Far be it from them as they respond, “We 
are ready to die rather than transgress the laws of our 
ancestors” (2 Macc 7:2). One by one, each son is tortured and 
executed with their mother’s eyes looking on. We hear the 
report and testimony of only four of them in our reading, and 
the response of the mother is missing. But the whole Scripture 
passage does tell us how she responds to this great loss:  

Filled with a noble spirit that stirred her womanly heart with 
manly courage, she exhorted each of them in the language 
of their forefathers with these words: “I do not know how 
you came into existence in my womb; it was not I who gave 
you the breath of life, nor was it I who set in order the 
elements of which each of you is composed. Therefore, 
since it is the Creator of the universe who shapes each 
man’s beginning, as he brings about the origin of 
everything, he, in his mercy, will give you back both breath 
and life, because you now disregard yourselves for the 
sake of his law” (2 Macc 7:21-23)  

It sounds like those brave catechumens! It too looks much like 
the spirit of those Early Christians who would rather be thrown 
to lions than deny Jesus or renounce their faith—and to the 
lions many went! What can inspire this except love and truth? 
 I once heard an interview on EWTN’s “The Journey Home” 
with Marcus Grodi and a man who began his own Church a 
few decades ago. In his search to find the message of Jesus 
being transmitted uninterrupted down through the centuries, he 
found that in every case, except for the Catholic Church, the 
transmission was broken. Sometimes, splits like that of Martin 
Luther occurred within the Catholic Church. In other cases, like 
his, persons started new denominations of Christianity. Both 

produced a broken link with the founder of Christianity. 
 He thus had to confess that the Catholic Church, despite 
what has been or could be said about it, stood as the one 
branch of Christendom where Apostolic roots are found, what 
we call: Apostolic Succession. For this one reason, this man 
felt obligated to research further, the results of which led him to 
converting to the Catholic Church, and also taking over 50 
members of his own Church with him on this journey. 
 During the interview, he was asked what he thought of the 
idea of “evangelization.” His answer was that it was, to say the 
least, a very difficult endeavor. Now, as a Catholic, even more, 
he felt there was tremendous resistance to this work of the 
Church. He said that there is too much of the thought that, 
“everyone is going to heaven.” He said that because of the 
nature of our country and the way we see our “freedoms,” 
most people feel that “we do not have the right to impose what 
we believe on others.” Responding to the interviewer’s 
question as to what he thought Jesus actually expected of 
us—from what Jesus commanded—he indicated that it was 
not “Go make yourselves comfortable,” or “Go and do not 
make waves,” but “Go and make disciples of all nations!” We 
have a mandate given to us to continue the mission of Jesus. 
Last week, in the gospel passage about Zacchaeus, Saint 
Luke told us exactly what that mission was, “The Son of Man 
has come to seek and to save what was lost” (Luke 19:10).  
 I experienced similar responses from people in parishes 
where we were involved in active evangelization. Our own 
parishioners would question us, even judgmentally, “Why are 
you evangelizing?” “Why not leave people alone?” “Why not 
just let things be? If they want to know they will ask!” “Why do 
something that makes us—and no doubt others—feel so 
uncomfortable?” Why? Why? Why? The reason is: that this is 
what we have been obliged to do from the start. If we are, as 
the gentleman said above, the one Church with an unbroken 
tradition dating back to Jesus himself, then those who do not 
know this have a right to know, and Jesus says we have a 
duty, in some way, to tell them. Jesus wants to feed all people 
within a parish’s borders, not just those coming to Church—not 
just those we know—not just those registered with us—not just 
those who keep the commandments and live good lives and 
are fed with the Lord’s Body and Blood. He wants to “make 
disciples of all peoples!” 
 In his book, Revolution in a City Parish, Father George 
Michonneau, says that a parish may have all the signs of being 
healthy in appearance, and at the same time can be 
completely failing, because it, as a whole, is not living out or 
continuing the mission of its founder Jesus Christ who came 
“to seek and to save what is lost.” This, no doubt, is exactly 
what people do not want to hear. They believe: “what we don’t 
know won’t hurt us!” Right? This is basically what Father 
Michael and Tom found in their parish. And look what they did! 
 After speaking to you about our financial status and closing 
of Our Lady of the Lake for the winter, I was drawn back to this 
book, Rebuilt, and in reading it again, asking myself “What if?” 
Yes, what if we took a different approach? What if a group of 
people would read or listen to this book? What if those reading 
the book (and only those) would meet regularly to discuss 
what they found and how we could do something similar, or 
better, or very different for our circumstances? I would like to 
try this. I am wondering if there are any who will join me? It’s a 
starting point! On the cover, Cardinal Dolan is quoted, “If you 
love your parish, read this book.” Father White and Corcoran 
invite everyone to share their vision, borrow their strategies, 
and rebuild their own parishes. They offer a wealth of guidance 
for those with the courage to hear them. Maybe the same 
courage I have described above. Any Takers? Let me know! 

     God’s Peace!  
 
 
I have some copies of the book & can easily get more upon request. 



More information at: 
rebuiltparish.com/book/ 

www.avemariapress.com/product/1-59471-386-3/Rebuilt/ 
www.amazon.com 
or Father Dennis 

 
 

AlAlAlAlone for Thanksgiving? Not one for Thanksgiving? Not one for Thanksgiving? Not one for Thanksgiving? Not anyanyanyany more! more! more! more!    

A Letter from Purgatory 

Would you like to know what I really want 
and desire? I need to have Masses offered 

for me. A Mass said for me, now deceased, 

is a Mass offered for my soul. This tradition 
of the Church dates back to ancient times 

where a priest offers the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass imploring God’s mercy upon a 

soul in purgatory. We see this especially 
during the month of November. St. 

Gregory contributed to the spread of this 
pious practice. These aid me in being 

delivered from the time I will spend in 
Purgatory. Many souls lament that no one 

is praying for them or having Masses 
offered for them. Thank you for 

remembering me today. 
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Please Pray for our Parish Family 
 

For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Lydia Newton, Jane Cutita, Bonnie Feeler, Judy Tufo, Connie Moser, Elizabeth Stoddard, 
Pam Kocher, Vincent Gentile, Peter O’Leary Jr., Jessica Hartley, Dorothy Schlegel, Henrietta Pierce, Ella Dorothy Neidert, 
Ed Coates, Abby Rodden 
 

For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish, Eugene Harrison, Terry McCarthy, John Werner, Lillian 
Yacino, James Lingle, Patricia Lyons, Peggy Lee Romano, Emory Robert Kaub, Muriel F. Edwards, Andrew Casimir, 
Barbara Walter, John Hartley, Eileen Dempsey, Christopher Kells, Rita & Arthur Holmes, Kathleen Jamieson 
 

For those Serving in the Military: Justin Warnick, Joseph A. Choffo IV, Carmen Hamstrom, Joseph R. Gonzalez 
 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
Saturday, November 9th 

SFX 4:30pm -Clarence & Marie Schultz 
   Requested by DorothySchultz 
  -Onofrio Pagnozzi 
   Requested by Paul & Carol Pagnozzi 
Sunday, November 10th 
OLL 8:30am -Margaret Preis 
   Requested by Mary Jane Nober 
SFX 11:00am -Jean Kerrigan 
   Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
  -George Johnson 
   Requested by Eleanor Johnson 
Monday, November 11th   NO MASS 
Tuesday, November 12th 

SFX 8:30am -President Donald Trump 
   Requested by a Citizen 
Wednesday, November 13th 
SFX 8:30am -Margaret Manssur 
   Requested by Family 
Thursday, November 14th 

SFX 8:30am -Available or All Souls Intentions 
Friday, November 15th 

SFX 8:30am -Available or All Souls Intentions 
Saturday, November 16th 

SFX 4:30pm -Kathleen Jamieson 
   Requested by DorothySchultz 
Sunday, November 17th 
OLL 8:30am -Clay Kirschbaum 
   Requested by Paddy McCarthy 
SFX 11:00am -Nolan & Norton Families 
   Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
  -Skip Feagles 
   Requested by His Family 

Collection 
November 2/3, 2019 

 

First Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $977.00 
Our Lady of the Lake $169.00 

 

R & M Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $313.00 
Our Lady of the Lake $114.00 

 

All Saints Day $27.00 
Total $ $1,600.00 

Thank you! 

           Readings     
2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14 
2 Thessalonians 2:16--3:5 

Luke 20:27-38 
  

 

Christmas in NovemberChristmas in NovemberChristmas in NovemberChristmas in November    
 

Tricky Tray, Array of Gifts and Plants 

Sponsored by Saint Francis Xavier and 

Our Lady of the Lake Churches 
 

151 Bridge Street 

Saturday, November 23, 2019 

10am – 3pm 
Linda Smith 252-7547           Elsa Grosser 932-9807 

Copies of 
The Word 
Among Us 

for the 
Advent 

Season are 
available 

in the back 
of Church 

 


