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SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING,  NOVEMBER 24, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 You come to Church today to celebrate the Solemnity of 
Christ the King. You have done this for a good part of your 
lifetime each year as Ordinary Time comes to a close and the 
season of Advent begins. If Queen Elizabeth came to visit us, 
we would make a fuss, having a member of the British 
Monarchy in our midst. I am wondering if we understand the 
Church’s aim in honoring Jesus as a King, or do we just let this 
pass in a sort of ho-hum fashion? 
 There’s not much of a clue from our First Reading to help 
us. It’s from the Second Book of Samuel. In it the Lord speaks 
to David as the “shepherd of his people” and the “commander 
of Israel.” Then David is anointed King. In the Second 
Reading, Saint Paul says that having “delivered us from the 
power of darkness” we were “transferred to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son.” The Gospel has Jesus proclaimed as “King of 
the Jews.” And the thief, crucified with him, adds that he is 
going to his Kingdom. This doesn’t add up too much by itself. 
But, let’s do some searching! 
 Recall what the angel Gabriel said to Mary about the child 
she was to conceive, “He will be great and will be called Son of 
the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of 
David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Lk 1:32-33). 
And, if we go back to the Second Book of Samuel, a few 
chapters after the above verses, we hear the Lord speaking to 
King David through the prophet Nathan 

 And when your time comes and you rest with your 
ancestors, I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from 
your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm. It is he who 
shall build a house [meaning dynasty] for my name. And I 
will make his royal throne firm forever…. Your house and 
your kingdom shall endure forever before me; your throne 
shall stand firm forever. (2 Sam 7:12-13, 16). 

 At the circumcision of John the Baptist, Zechariah saw his 
son as the prophet to usher in the Messiah. He said “Blessed 
be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people and 
set them free. He has raised up for us a mighty savior, born of 
the house of his servant David” (Lk 1:68-69). We also have 
Jesus before Pilate protesting, “My kingdom does not belong 
to this world” (Jn 18:36).  
 Yes, we can believe all of the above. Jesus is the heir and 
son of David. The promise made to David is fulfilled in Jesus. 
The dynasty [house] of David will continue forever. Jesus is 
the King who will reign over this Kingdom. This has already 
been established. The words of Jesus in reply to the Pharisees 
hold true, “The coming of the kingdom of God cannot be 
observed, and no one will announce, ‘Look, here it is,’ or, 
‘There it is.’ For behold, the kingdom of God is among you” (Lk 
17:20-21). 
 Taking all of this in, we also know that David ruled in 
Jerusalem. For that reason, this cannot be what is meant by 
the prophecy. How can Christ reign forever over something not 
eternal in itself? Let’s now pay close attention to the words of 
the great Saint Bernard of Clairvaux in France (Hom. IV super 
Missus est, 1-2: PL 183, 78-80), a monk; whose sermons and 
writings show an intimate knowledge of scripture, a fine 
eloquence, and an extraordinarily sublime mysticism. These 
words, showing how Christ will reign, have rung in many 
hearts for more than 800 years. 

 We must look, then, for a house of Jacob that is eternal, 
over which he will reign for ever. Are there any among us 
who, in accordance with the meaning of the name Jacob 
(supplanter), will supplant the devil in their hearts, struggle 
against their vices and desires, so that sin will not reign in 
their bodies, but Jesus only, through grace now, through 
glory for all eternity? 

 Blessed are they in whom Jesus will reign for ever, for 
they shall reign with him, and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end. Oh how glorious is that kingdom where kings are 
gathered together to give united praise and honor to the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, in the contemplation of 
whose splendor the just shall shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. 
 Oh that Jesus, out of the love he has for his people, may 
remember me, a sinner, when he comes into his kingdom! 
Oh that he may deign to come and save me on the day 
when he delivers up his kingdom to his God and Father, so 
that I may see the joy of his chosen ones and rejoice in the 
gladness of his people. Then I too shall be able to praise 
him together with his inheritance. 

 If we are with him so far, maybe you could agree that we 
are dealing with more than the British Monarchy. And so, Saint 
Bernard wants us to make a fuss! If, as Jesus said, “The 
coming of the kingdom of God cannot be observed,” well 
neither can this “fuss” be observed! It remains entirely hidden, 
at least until it is established in you and in me. You heard it 
mentioned in the Gospel at Mass a few weeks ago, but you 
probably did not recognize it for what it was. Jesus said to 
Zacchaeus, “Today salvation has come to this house because 
this man too is a descendant of Abraham. For the Son of Man 
has come to seek and to save what was lost” (Lk 19:10). The 
fuss then, he says, takes place in our house! 

 And now, Lord Jesus, come and remove the stumbling-
blocks within the kingdom which is my soul, so that you who 
ought to may reign in it. Greed comes along and claims its 
throne in me; arrogance would dominate me; pride would be 
my king. Comfort and pleasure say: We shall reign! 
Ambition, detraction, envy, anger fight within me for 
supremacy, and seem to have me entirely in their power.  
 But I resist insofar as I can; I struggle against them insofar 
as I receive your help. I protest that Jesus is my Lord. I keep 
myself for him since I acknowledge his rights over me. To 
me he is God, to me he is the Lord, and I declare: I will have 
no king but the Lord Jesus! Come then, Lord, rout them by 
your power and you will reign in me, for you are my king and 
my God, who grant victories to Jacob. 

 Yes, Jesus himself told us that it is “From within people, 
from their hearts, [that] come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, 
murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, 
blasphemy, arrogance, folly. All these evils come from within 
and they defile.” (Mk 7:21-23). Saint Paul provides a similar 
list. He says, “Now the works of the flesh are obvious: 
immorality, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, 
rivalry, jealousy, outbursts of fury, acts of selfishness, 
dissensions, factions, occasions of envy, drinking bouts, 
orgies, and the like” (Gal 5:19-21). These not only defile, he 
goes further and is extremely clear, “I warn you, as I warned 
you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God.” Obviously, Saint Bernard knew what he was 
talking about. He was a true disciple of Jesus. He knew the 
truth of what Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters” (Mt 
6:24). He knew that unless Jesus reigned in our hearts, the 
only other thing that could reign in us was sin of some sort. 
Who will be our master? Let everyone of us, knowing that the 
Kingdom must be inherited, pray the words that Zacchaeus 
heard: may “salvation come to this house” —our house—”the 
house of Jacob”—because we have “supplanted” the devil and 
all evil in our hearts. May only Jesus “rule over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom may there be no end.” 
Come, Lord Jesus! Come, King Jesus! 

     God’s Peace!  
 

 



 

More information at: 
rebuiltparish.com/book/ 

www.avemariapress.com/product/1-59471-386-3/Rebuilt/ 
www.amazon.com 
or Father Dennis 

 

*Attention Please* 
 
 

The Ecumenical Food Pantry is reporting that 
there are many local families in need this 

holiday season. 
If you would like to donate non-perishable food, 
it can be left at the back of either church or on 

the SFX Church Hall steps. 
 

Monetary donations can be dropped in the 
collection baskets in a sealed envelope, labeled 

“Ecumenical Food Pantry”, 
or you can send a check made out to 

“Ecumenical Food Pantry” to: 
Ecumenical Food Pantry 

PO Box 54 
Narrowsburg, NY 12764 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

A Letter from Purgatory 
 

Would you like to know what I really want 
and desire? I need to have Masses offered 

for me. A Mass said for me, now deceased, 
is a Mass offered for my soul. This tradition 

of the Church dates back to ancient times 
where a priest offers the Holy Sacrifice of 

the Mass imploring God’s mercy upon a soul 
in purgatory. We see this especially during 

the month of November. St. Gregory 
contributed to the spread of this pious 

practice. These aid me in being delivered 

from the time I will spend in Purgatory. 
Many souls lament that no one is praying for 

them or having Masses offered for them. 
Thank you for remembering me today. 
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Please Pray for our Parish Family 
 

For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Lydia Newton, Jane Cutita, Bonnie Feeler, Judy Tufo, Connie Moser, Elizabeth Stoddard, 
Pam Kocher, Vincent Gentile, Peter O’Leary Jr., Jessica Hartley, Dorothy Schlegel, Henrietta Pierce, Ella Dorothy Neidert, 
Ed Coates, Howard Van Jones, Dolores Nelson 
 

For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish, Eugene Harrison, Terry McCarthy, John Werner, Lillian 
Yacino, James Lingle, Patricia Lyons, Peggy Lee Romano, Emory Robert Kaub, Muriel F. Edwards, Andrew Casimir, 
Barbara Walter, John Hartley, Eileen Dempsey, Christopher Kells, Rita & Arthur Holmes, Kathleen Jamieson, Stanley Javitz 
 

For those Serving in the Military: Justin Warnick, Joseph A. Choffo IV, Carmen Hamstrom, Joseph R. Gonzalez 
 

MassMassMassMass Intentions Intentions Intentions Intentions    
 
Saturday, November 23rd 

SFX 4:30pm -Kathleen Jamieson 
   Requested by Regina Moran 
 

Sunday, November 24th 
OLL 8:30am -Dorothy Meyer 
   Requested by Mary Jane Nober 
  -Ralph Gabriel 
   Requested by Barbara Gabriel 
SFX 11:00am -Athur & Rita Holmes 
   Requested by Their Family 
  -George Johnson 
   Requested by Eleanor Johnson 
 

Monday, November 25th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, November 26th 

SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday, November 27th 
SFX 8:30am -Alfonso Guzman-Haimberger 
   Requested by Peter & Elsa Grosser 
 

Thursday, November 28th 

SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Friday, November 29th 

SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, November 30th 

SFX 4:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, December 1st 
OLL 8:30am -Dick Guttzeit 
   Requested by The Guttzeit Family 
SFX 11:00am -Michael Cagnacci 
   Requested by His Friends at SFX 

Collection 
November 16/17, 2019 

 
First Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $1,020.00 
Our Lady of the Lake $322.00 
 

Second Collection 
(Capital Improvements) 
St. Francis Xavier $404.00 
Our Lady of the Lake $234.00 
 

 
Total 

$1,980.00 
Thank you! 

        Readings   

 

2 Samuel 5:1-3 
Colossians 1:12-20 

Luke 23:35-43 

 
 

Copies of 
The Word 

Among 
Us for 

the 
Advent 
Season 

are 
available 


