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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 1, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 “Stay awake!” Jesus says. These are words meant to 
center our attention on the Lord’s coming. “Stay awake” is also 
referring to protecting one’s house (each of us, where we know 
Jesus wants to reign) from being broken into by a thief. What 
difference can it really make, “awake” or “asleep?” I suppose it 
all depends on the context. Jesus is expecting to find us ready 
for him. It is also therefore possible that we are not ready. The 
only possible reason to warn us is that there must be an active 
threat to our readiness. Saint Peter, using a similar expression, 
puts all of it in context for us. He says, “Be sober and vigilant. 
Your opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion 
looking for (someone) to devour. Resist him, steadfast in 
faith…” (1 Pet 5:8-9). 
 It is from just this type of context that we find the old saying 
is derived, “The road to hell is paved with good intentions!” 
Yes, it is possible to think we are doing good and actually 
doing evil. It is possible to think we are following God and in 
fact be following suggestions from the devil. The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, calling it “a hard battle,” tells us,  

 By our first parents’ sin, the devil has acquired a certain 
domination over man, even though man remains free. 
Original sin entails “captivity under the power of him who 
thenceforth had the power of death, that is, the devil.” 
Ignorance of the fact that man has a wounded nature 
inclined to evil gives rise to serious errors in the areas of 
education, politics, social action and morals (407).  

 This often comes up, as well as the need for discernment 
(since we can think good and do evil); judging from more than 
a few conversations I’ve had with people. Experiencing a 
significant negative influence from others, or the community, 
as we know can happen in families, etc., we fall under “the 
consequences of original sin” as the Catechism continues, 

 [Which] put[s] the world as a whole in the sinful condition 
aptly described in St. John’s expression, “the sin of the 
world.” This expression can also refer to the negative 
influence exerted on people by communal situations and 
social structures that are the fruit of men’s sins (408). 

 Linking these two ideas together, it then declares, “This 
dramatic situation of ‘the whole world [which] is in the power of 
the evil one’ makes man’s life a battle” (409). This is not 
insignificant, because it instructs us that, 

 The whole of man’s history has been the story of our 
combat with the powers of evil, stretching, so our Lord tells 
us, from the very dawn of history until the last day. Finding 
himself in the midst of the battlefield man has to struggle to 
do what is right, and it is at great cost to himself, and aided 
by God’s grace, that he succeeds in achieving his own inner 
integrity. 

 In the Liturgy of the Hours last week, one of the readings 
had Saint Peter spelling out the process by which we are to 
live out this and other Christian matters:  

 Make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, 
virtue with knowledge, knowledge with self-control, self-
control with endurance, endurance with devotion, devotion 
with mutual affection, mutual affection with love. If these are 
yours and increase in abundance, they will keep you from 
being idle or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Anyone who lacks them is blind and shortsighted (2 
Pet 1:5-9). 

 In other words, he is saying, “don’t just believe,” but “If you 
say you believe, then support or undergird your belief with 
good living, and for certain, this good living must come from an 
awareness and understanding that is based on and comes 
from discernment, where discernment requires self-discipline, 
restraint and, as is defined by The American Heritage College 
Dictionary, the “act or process of exhibiting keen insight and 
good judgment,” and this must flow from conscience, all of 
which have need of staying power and fortitude, and this is not 

simply something that is practiced by all, but must be the effect 
of our individual consecration to live for God and our neighbor, 
all of which cannot happen unless you have based it on True 
Love. 
 Christian living does not just result from a whim, impulse or 
urge to do the right thing. It comes from a character that has 
been formed to live as such. I remember seeing a scene from 
a movie where a priest was on trial for murder. His defense 
was that he was living for God and that God was the one who 
instructed him on what to do. The prosecution brought in a 
psychologist to testify that the priest was not insane, and so 
must either be believed or not on face value. The prosecution 
brought in either a bishop or the priest’s superior to testify. He 
affirmed he knew the priest was a good man. In answer to 
whether he could be believed as instructed by God to do this, 
he said “we can all believe that God may be asking us to do 
this or that, but the first thing we must still ask ourselves is, ‘Is 
what I think God is asking me right? Is it in accord with his 
law? Is it in accord with his commandments?’ Only then, after 
answering these or similar questions, can we proceed to act.”  
 In other words, we need to do more than just act. Acting, as 
humans, requires more. Our acting must be deliberate so that 
we do what we know is right. We must be a discerning people. 
This is what Saint Paul means in today’s Second Reading. 
Like Jesus, he begins with the idea of “awaking from sleep.” 
Why? He says so that we can, “Throw off the works of 
darkness (and) put on the armor of light; let us conduct 
ourselves properly as in the day, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in promiscuity and licentiousness, not in 
rivalry and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the desires of the flesh” (Rom 13:12-14). 
This is the discerning mind and attitude at work. He repeats 
this in greater detail in his Letter to the Galatians, Chapter 5. It 
was this that Saint Ignatius of Loyola used in the formulation of 
his teaching on the “Discernment of Spirits,” which answers 
the question, “How do you know if you are following the good 
spirit or the evil spirit in your life?” 
 This is why conscience and the formation of conscience is 
so important. If we are truly looking to be people of character 
we must be people who live, not only by conscience, but by 
informed consciences—one that is well-versed in the 
teachings of Christ and his Church. Why? Because as Saint 
Peter says, “Anyone who lacks [this] is blind and shortsighted” 
(2 Pet 1:5-9) or, we could say acting in true ignorance. The 
Catechism tells us,  

 Moral conscience, present at the heart of the person, 
enjoins him at the appropriate moment to do good and to 
avoid evil. It also judges particular choices, approving those 
that are good and denouncing those that are evil. It bears 
witness to the authority of truth in reference to the supreme 
Good to which the human person is drawn, and it welcomes 
the commandments. When he listens to his conscience, the 
prudent man can hear God speaking…. It is by the judgment 
of his conscience that man perceives and recognizes the 
prescriptions of the divine law (1777-1778): 

 People might say, “You are a character!” Don’t feel bad if 
this means you’re a person with true character, i.e. a character 
imbued with the Truth. For this means, as Saint John Henry 
Newman says, you live by Conscience, “a messenger of him 
who, both in nature and in grace, speaks to us behind a veil.” If 
you know you are a “character,” then do as Saint Augustine 
recommends, “Return to your conscience, question it. . . . Turn 
inward, brethren, and in everything you do, see God as your 
witness.” In either case, “Stay awake!” 

      God’s Peace,  
 
 
May you have a Blessed Advent! 



This years Christmas Mass Intentions will be 
celebrated together. 

Please look for the Christmas Mass Intention 
envelopes, Christmas Flower envelopes, 

and Christmas Gift envelopes at the back of 
the church. 

 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 1, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
More informa 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
 

For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Lydia Newton, Jane Cutita, Bonnie Feeler, Judy Tufo, Connie Moser, Elizabeth Stoddard, 
Pam Kocher, Vincent Gentile, Peter O’Leary Jr., Jessica Hartley, Dorothy Schlegel, Henrietta Pierce, Ella Dorothy Neidert, 
Ed Coates, Howard Van Jones, Dolores Nelson 
 

For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish, Eugene Harrison, Terry McCarthy, John Werner, Lillian 
Yacino, James Lingle, Patricia Lyons, Peggy Lee Romano, Emory Robert Kaub, Muriel F. Edwards, Andrew Casimir, 
Barbara Walter, John Hartley, Eileen Dempsey, Christopher Kells, Rita & Arthur Holmes, Kathleen Jamieson, Stanley Javitz 
 

For those Serving in the Military: Justin Warnick, Joseph A. Choffo IV, Carmen Hamstrom, Joseph R. Gonzalez 
 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
 

Saturday, November 30th 

SFX 4:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, December 1st 

(NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am -Dick Guttzeit 
   Requested by The Guttzeit Family 
SFX 11:00am -Michael Cagnacci 
   Requested by His Friends at SFX 
 

Monday, December 2nd 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, December 3rd 

SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday, December 4th 
SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Thursday, December 5th 

SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Friday, December 6th 

SFX 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, December 7th 

SFX 4:30pm - Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, December 8th 
SFX 11:00am - Our Parish Family 

Collection 
November 23/24, 2019 

 

First Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $865.00 
Our Lady of the Lake $233.00 

Total 
$1,098.00 
Thank you! 

        Readings   
 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:37-44 

 
 

Copies of 
The Word 
Among Us 

for the 
Advent 

Season are 
available 

in the back 
of Church 

Tricky Tray 

Fundraiser 
 

We raised $211.00 
last Saturday. 

 

Thank you! 

Our Lady of 

the Lake 

Church 
is now 

CLOSED 

for the winter 

months.  

Advent Wreath 
 

 

Please find pamphlets at the back  
of the church on making an Advent  
Wreath with your family this Christmas season. 
Scriptural readings and instructions are 
included. This is a fun and educational way to 
get the kids involved in Advent! 

 


