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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT , DECEMBER 8, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M.  DINAN  
Dear Parish Family, 
 Twenty-seven years ago, at this time, I was only ordained for 
a little over five months. Catholic New York approached me and 
asked if I would do a brief commentary or meditation on the 
readings for this Sunday, the 2nd in Advent. As I was reviewing 
this week’s readings and things that I had on my computer 
pertaining to them, I found what I wrote. As I read it I said, “This 
is still as applicable today!” So I pass it on to you.  

 Today, we look beyond any immediate preparation for the 
coming of the Lord to something much larger. Isaiah is 
speaking of judgment! A day is coming when God will judge 
the world with justice. 
 God’s judgment is not like that which we normally see 
applied in our courts. Yes, many will receive mercy that we 
would never suspect of deserving mercy. In addition, the 
severe judgment of others may surprise us. Nevertheless, the 
judgment will be JUST! This Judge does not appraise us by 
appearances or hearsay. He judges by searching the depths 
of each of our hearts. 
 John the Baptist told the Pharisees that being children of 
Abraham would count for little at their judgement. So too, any 
appearance of fervor or devotion will be unimportant unless 
we can, as the Baptist said, “produce good fruit as evidence of 
our repentance” (Mat 3:8). This is a constant endeavor. 
Disagree? Any of the saints would have acknowledged their 
need for conversion increasing throughout their life. 
 Isaiah referred beforehand to the Day of Judgment. On this 
day, “human pride will be abased and the Lord alone will be 
exalted” (Is 2:17). Accordingly, when that Divine Light 
assesses our hearts, it will show either an exalted sense of 
ourselves or the Lord. Will we have been striving to love God 
with our whole hearts, souls, and minds? Or, will we, and our 
lives, have become the captives of our own egoism? 
 In The City of God, St. Augustine says there are two cities 
within us: one of God and one of self. The former, as it grows, 
destroys the latter, and vice-versa. As St. Paul says, how well 
we live and “think in harmony with one another, in keeping 
with Christ Jesus,” can be our barometer. Christlike souls are 
most forgetful of self. Our ‘scowling’ and ‘the frowns’ will show 
our underlying self-love, Pride. To love God is to deny oneself 
and starve pride out! This is conversion and reforming our 
lives, i.e. “good fruit as evidence of our repentance.” 

 Reading the above, you may see very clearly why I agree 
with what it says, although I may not be living it. I suppose also, 
that you may not agree. Each of you may come to your own 
conclusion with what’s wrong with the world—what’s the most 
serious problem—what is the most serious sin that must be 
purged and eradicated. I know that many will say abortion and 
the destruction of innocent life. Others will readily point to not 
only the immorality; others, the perversity of our society. Still, 
others will point to the blatant atheistic influences that bear down 
on us each day from person to person, right up to government 
interference in our lives, including the Supreme Court and its 
judgments. Sure there can be other things, but at the bottom of it 
lies the fact that we are living in a time where the norm of 
conduct that is portrayed before us is shameful, degrading and 
unbecoming of a country based on Judeo-Christian principles. 
 Last week, Saint Paul said, “awake from sleep.” Why? So 
that we can, “Throw off the works of darkness (and) put on the 
armor of light; let us conduct ourselves properly as in the day, 
not in orgies and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and 
licentiousness, not in rivalry and jealousy. But put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the desires of the 
flesh” (Rom 13:12-14). These are sins that are easily forgiven. 
Usually, they are not recognized for what they are. This is the 
“blindness” that Jesus speaks about that he also came to cure. 
It is blindness caused by Pride!—not having pride in our work 
or a job well done, but sinful pride that separates us from God. 

 Yes, according to Saint Thomas Aquinas and others, it is 
from this horrid pride that we have this tendency to sin. It causes 
us to usurp God’s glory, to have exalted opinions of ourselves, to 
imagine we are what we are not. We become our own gods! Our 
judgment on matters, not God’s (or the Church’s), becomes the 
most important one. We set up the moral standards by which we 
will live. So, Saint Paul tells us that when “[We] do not see fit to 
acknowledge God, God hands [us] over to our undiscerning 
minds to do what is improper” (Rom 1:28). On top of being given 
over to “our moral standards,” Then, Saint Paul says we can be 
“Filled with every form of wickedness, evil, greed, and malice; full 
of envy, murder, rivalry, treachery, and spite.” We can become 
“gossips and scandalmongers.” We can “hate God.” And so, we 
become “insolent, haughty, boastful, ingenious in our 
wickedness, and rebellious … senseless, faithless, heartless and 
ruthless.” Instead of recognizing our sinfulness, we tend to 
rationalize it and excuse it. Scripture describes this as something 
widespread, not uncommon, “Fools say in their hearts, ‘There is 
no God.’ Their deeds are loathsome and corrupt; not one does 
what is right. The LORD looks down from heaven upon the 
human race, to see if even one is wise, if even one seeks God. 
All have gone astray; all alike are perverse. Not one does what is 
right, not even one.” (Ps 14:1-3). We do this to the extent that 
“although [we] know the just decree of God that all who practice 
such things deserve death, [we] not only do them but give 
approval to those who practice them.” (see Rom 1:29-32). Isn’t 
this all-together true with some parents in our permissive 
society? Rather than acknowledge their sins, they encourage the 
same in the lives of their children, further degrading the human 
person. They put their daughter on the Pill. They are the ones to 
promote the abortion. They close their eyes to the drinking and 
the drugs. They promote atheistic behavior. They introduce them 
or ignore their access to pornography. This is a crushing blow 
when we contrast all of this with Saint Paul’s teaching, “Do you 
not know that your body is a temple of the holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?” (1 
Cor 6:19), despite what society tells us.  
 Saint Thomas taught us something else over 700 years ago. 
It concerns sins of the flesh, degrading sins, sins that bring 
shame to the human person. He says that God permits these; 
and he does it for only one reason. He says that God permits 
these to occur as lesser sins in order to cure people of a greater, 
more grievous, more serious and unseen sin. That sin is Pride! It 
is the sin that remains most hidden in most people’s lives, but it 
is the sin that is most dangerous because it directly resists God. 
It does this by not accepting God’s absolute sovereignty over us. 
It wants to act independent of God. It wants to act autonomously 
of God’s laws and precepts. It sets oneself up as if one were 
God. It refuses to bend! Jesus himself said of them, “Gross is the 
heart of this people, they will hardly hear with their ears, they 
have closed their eyes, lest they see with their eyes and hear 
with their ears and understand with their heart and be converted, 
and I heal them” (Mt 13:15). And so, God uses sin itself to 
humble us, to bring us down low, to show us that we are in great 
need of a Savior. Ultimately, God himself has set up the rules, 
“everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted” (Lk 14:11). 
 The problem with our world is Pride! We all need conversion. 
Fortunately or unfortunately, it will only happen through humility!  
Humility is ultimately an incredible gift of God. Let us pray for the 
humility we need to approach this task. The Lord does not want 
lip service. Right? Talk is cheap! He wants us to “produce good 
fruit as evidence of our repentance” (Mat 3:8). 

      God’s Peace,  
 
 
 
May you have a Blessed Advent! 



 

 
This years Christmas Mass Intentions 

will be celebrated together. 
Please look for the Christmas Mass 

Intention envelopes, Christmas 
Flower envelopes, and Christmas Gift 
envelopes at the back of the church. 

 

Advent Afternoon of PrayerAdvent Afternoon of PrayerAdvent Afternoon of PrayerAdvent Afternoon of Prayer    

    
TODAYTODAYTODAYTODAY----Sunday, December Sunday, December Sunday, December Sunday, December 8888    

1:001:001:001:00----5:00pm5:00pm5:00pm5:00pm    
At the BKT Religious Education centerAt the BKT Religious Education centerAt the BKT Religious Education centerAt the BKT Religious Education center    

16 Frankie Lane16 Frankie Lane16 Frankie Lane16 Frankie Lane    
Liberty, NYLiberty, NYLiberty, NYLiberty, NY    

$4 donation suggested$4 donation suggested$4 donation suggested$4 donation suggested    
For more information please callFor more information please callFor more information please callFor more information please call    

(845) 292(845) 292(845) 292(845) 292----9100910091009100    

 

 

This week’s second collection is for the 
retired religious. 

Please give to those who have given so 
much to us! 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT , DECEMBER 8, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M.  DINAN  
More informa 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
 

For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Lydia Newton, Jane Cutita, Bonnie Feeler, Judy Tufo, Connie Moser, Elizabeth Stoddard, 
Pam Kocher, Vincent Gentile, Peter O’Leary Jr., Jessica Hartley, Dorothy Schlegel, Henrietta Pierce, Ella Dorothy Neidert, 
Ed Coates, Howard Van Jones, Dolores Nelson 
 

For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish, Eugene Harrison, Terry McCarthy, John Werner, Lillian 
Yacino, James Lingle, Patricia Lyons, Peggy Lee Romano, Emory Robert Kaub, Muriel F. Edwards, Andrew Casimir, 
Barbara Walter, John Hartley, Eileen Dempsey, Christopher Kells, Rita & Arthur Holmes, Kathleen Jamieson, Stanley Javitz 
 

For those Serving in the Military: Justin Warnick, Joseph A. Choffo IV, Carmen Hamstrom, Joseph R. Gonzalez 
 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
 

Saturday, December 7th 

SFX 4:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, December 8th 

(NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
SFX 11:00am -Our Parish Family 
 

Monday, December 9th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, December 10th 

SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday, December 11th 
SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Thursday, December 12th 

SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 

Friday, December 13th 

SFX 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, December 14th 

SFX 4:30pm - Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, December 15th 
SFX 11:00am - Edward & Dolores Siro 
   On their 66th Wedding Anniversary 

Collection 
December 1, 2019 

 
First Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $498.00 

 

Second Collection (R&M) 
St. Francis Xavier $125.00 
 

Heating 
St. Francis Xavier $70.00 
 

Christmas Flowers 
St. Francis Xavier $187.00 

 
Total 
$880.00 

Thank you! 

        Readings   
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Romans 15:4-9 
Matthew 3:1-12 

Our Lady of the Lake Church 

is CLOSED 

for the winter months.  

 
See you in the spring! 

 
Advent Wreath 

 

 

Please find pamphlets at the back  
of the church on making an Advent  
Wreath with your family this Christmas season. 
Scriptural readings and instructions are 
included. This is a fun and educational way to 
get the kids involved in Advent! 

 


