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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 15, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 This has been quite a week or so in terms of our Church’s 
calendar. We celebrated Saint Nicholas on the 6th,—right 
“good old Saint Nick!” Saint Ambrose was then on the 7th, and 
we mentioned him in the homily last Sunday. The Immaculate 
Conception, normally on Dec 8, was moved to the 9th and 
bumped out Saint Juan Diego. Dec 10 was a new celebration: 
the Holy House of Loreto, believed 
to have been Mary’s house where 
the Angel Gabriel announced to her 
the Motherhood she was chosen to 
have, and carried to Italy by angels 
according to tradition. Today as I 
write, it is the 12th and is the Feast 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the 
woman of the Book of Revelation 
“clothed with the sun” (Rev 12:1). 
Tomorrow is Saint Lucy, and then 
Saturday, Saint John of the Cross, a 
Carmelite, formally of the Order of 
“Brothers of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
of Mount Carmel,” as we approach 
today, this 3rd Sunday of Advent. 
 When you take the readings from all of these celebrations, 
there’s a lot that we can talk about. Our First Reading opens, 
“The desert and the parched land will exult; the steppe will 
rejoice and bloom. They will bloom with abundant flowers, and 
rejoice with joyful song. The glory of Lebanon will be given to 
them, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the 
glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God” (Is 35:1-2). This 
easily fits in with all the attention the Church gave to the 
Blessed Virgin this week. More than that, at least for me, I saw 
a pattern forming.  
 At the center, I found the clash between the Woman and 
the Serpent, between life and death, Good and Evil, Holiness 
and Sin, ultimately God and Satan. Because of this, we rejoice 
that Mary was immaculately conceived. We rejoice that God 
used her to begin his mission whereby he was to trample over 
sin and death and triumph over Satan. We rejoice that through 
her innocence healing was brought to a broken world. How 
well this is reflected in the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
which she gave us on the tilma of Juanito Diego. 
 We must also rejoice. Today, also Gaudate Sunday, insists 
that we rejoice! Far from Mary’s status, however, we must 
rejoice not in anything we have done, but rather our own 
helplessness and God’s goodness. A reflection by Saint John 
Paul II echoes the thoughts of Saint Paul—that we too, 
because of Christ’s victory can triumph over sin. That,  

Freed from the “old” man with his evil and mediocrity, we 
too can “live to righteousness”, that is, in holiness. The 
thought corresponds, although most of the words differ, to 
the Pauline doctrine on baptism which regenerates us as 
new creatures, immersing us in the mystery of the Passion, 
death, and glory of Christ (see Rom 6:3-11)... 

 Suggesting that all of this comes to us from the “wounds of 
Christ,” our Holy Father focused on the same sentiments, the 
“O happy fault,” that Saint Augustine spoke of 16 centuries 
ago, and we repeat each Easter Vigil in the singing of the 
Exultet. He stated this maybe more clearly in 1979, in his first 
encyclical Redemptor Hominis,  

Through the Incarnation God gave human life the 
dimension that he intended man to have from his first 

beginning; he has granted that dimension definitively—in 
the way that is peculiar to him alone, in keeping with his 
eternal love and mercy, with the full freedom of God—and 
he has granted it also with the bounty that enables us, in 
considering the original sin and the whole history of the sins 
of humanity, and in considering the errors of the human 
intellect, will and heart, to repeat with amazement the 
words of the Sacred Liturgy: “O happy fault... which gained 
us so great a Redeemer!”  

 Going back to the “wounds of Christ,” the Pope expanded 
his thoughts on this by quoting Saint Ambrose, which gives us 
all much food for thought. He said, 

I can revel in none of my deeds, I have nothing to boast 
about; therefore, I will glory in Christ. I will not glory 
because I am just, but I will glory because I have been 
redeemed. I will not glory because I am exempt from sins, 
but I will glory because my sins have been forgiven. I will 
not glory because I have been a help nor because 
someone has helped me, but because Christ is my 
advocate with the Father, and Christ’s blood was poured 
out for me. My sin has become for me the price of the 
Redemption, through which Christ came to me. For my 
sake, Christ tasted death. Sin is more profitable than 
innocence. Innocence had made me arrogant, sin made me 
humble. 

 In reflecting on this, we may also better understand the 
message of the mystical writer Adrienne Von Speyr. This is 
truly the battle over sin and death and of the Woman and the 
Serpent. Von Speyr says that in God’s plan, “Mary is planned 
and created both from and for the cross.” That,  

 In pre-redeeming the Mother toward the cross (which 
ultimately means from the cross), the Father and the Holy 
Spirit show to the Son the suitableness of the path upon 
which he has struck. It is an act of redemption by the Son 
from the cross that he has yet to suffer, but in such a way 
that, from the outset, he re-ceives for this act the Mother, 
who without sin will con-ceive him. In thus showing to the 
Son the suitableness of the cross, the Father 
simultaneously shows him the way in which he will realize 
the Incarnation. 

 As we celebrate this Dogma of the Immaculate Conception, 
and all that goes with it, given to us 165 years ago, we strive to 
add some understanding to a dogma that many modern 
Catholics still do not fully understand. We stand in awe, as 
sinners, of what God has done. Putting technicalities aside, the 
theological debate that has persisted for centuries, whether 
Mary should be recognized as "co-redemptrix," or "co-
redeemer," with Christ, will continue. It is for us, however, to 
recognize that, even though in a secondary and dependant 
way, no other human being collaborated in the work of 
redemption as Mary did. We do not deify Mary, but we realize 
that great part she had in our redemption, not by her choice, 
but by the Father’s and her fiat—not through any merits of 
hers, but from and through the Cross. Reflecting on God’s 
mysterious actions in this way, we have no trouble calling out 
to Mary—we know that it can be no offense to God to offer our 
plea, “O Mary conceived without sin. Pray for us who have 
recourse to thee.” 

      God’s Peace,  
 
 
May you have a Blessed Advent! 



 
 

This year’s Christmas Mass Intentions 
will be celebrated together. 

Please look for the Christmas Mass 
Intention envelopes, Christmas 

Flower envelopes, and Christmas Gift 
envelopes at the back of the church. 

 

 
 

Prepared to Come and Adore Him? 

Christmas  
Mass Schedule 

at 
Saint Francis Xavier 

Christmas Eve 4:00pm  
Christmas Day 10:00am 

Volunteers are needed to 
help prepare the Church 
for Christmas after the 

11:00am Mass on 
Sunday, December 22nd 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 15, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
More informa 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
 

For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Lydia Newton, Jane Cutita, Bonnie Feeler, Judy Tufo, Connie Moser, Elizabeth Stoddard, 
Pam Kocher, Vincent Gentile, Peter O’Leary Jr., Jessica Hartley, Dorothy Schlegel, Henrietta Pierce, Ella Dorothy Neidert, 
Ed Coates, Howard Van Jones, Dolores Nelson 
 

For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish, Eugene Harrison, Terry McCarthy, John Werner, Lillian 
Yacino, James Lingle, Patricia Lyons, Peggy Lee Romano, Emory Robert Kaub, Muriel F. Edwards, Andrew Casimir, 
Barbara Walter, John Hartley, Eileen Dempsey, Christopher Kells, Rita & Arthur Holmes, Kathleen Jamieson, Stanley Javitz 
 

For those Serving in the Military: Justin Warnick, Joseph A. Choffo IV, Carmen Hamstrom, Joseph R. Gonzalez 
 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
 

Saturday, December 14th 

SFX 4:30pm -Marty Ferrick 
 

Sunday, December 15th 
 (NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am -Henrietta Pierce 
SFX 11:00am -Edward & Delores Siro 
  On their 66th Wedding Anniversary 
Monday, December 16th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, December 17th 

SFX 8:30am -Available or Our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday, December 18th 
SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 

Thursday, December 19th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 

Friday, December 20th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, December 21st 

SFX 4:30pm - Available or Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, December 22nd 
SFX 11:00am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 

Collection 
December 8, 2019 

 
First Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $1135.00 

 

Second Collection (Retired Religious) 
St. Francis Xavier $165.00 
 

Repairs & Maintenance 
St. Francis Xavier $234.00 
 

Immaculate Conception 
St. Francis Xavier $197.00 
 
Christmas Flowers 
St. Francis Xavier $195.00 
 

Total 
$1926.00 

        Readings   
 

Isaiah 35:1-6a,10 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

Our Lady of the Lake Church 

is CLOSED 

for the winter months.  

 
See you in the spring! 

 
Advent Wreath 

 

 

Please find pamphlets at the back  
of the church on making an Advent  
Wreath with your family this Christmas season. 
Scriptural readings and instructions are 
included. This is a fun and educational way to 
get the kids involved in Advent! 

 


