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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH,  DECEMBER 29, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 As has been seen throughout the ages, today’s readings 
reflect that we are seeing the family as the basic unit of 
society. Celebrating the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph once again, the Church gives us this 
example. In this is a claim that children are hardwired to be 
raised best by a mother and a father, and yes, married to each 
other. That’s why God did not ask Mary to do it alone. He 
brought Joseph in, even as surrogate. The family should 
provide the stable environment for children to grow into 
responsible adulthood and productive lives. When this breaks 
down, as it often does these days, our society already 
damaged feels the brunt of this. Police, our courtrooms, 
counselors, social agencies, pediatricians, and our schools 
deal with the costs that the breakdown of the family brings. 
 Speak with people in these professions and you can get an 
education. They can tell us a lot that happens when families do 
not work as God intended. There is also the “fallout” result 
where Dad and Mom are not “engaged” in their home life and 
in the lives of their children. But let me just focus on fathers, 
because there’s not room for both here, as you’ll see below.  
 I remember listening to a talk by a Protestant Minister, Dr. 
Creflo A. Dollar, about Fatherhood on TBS years ago. It wasn’t 
planned. I was changing channels. Something he said caught 
my attention. I stopped changing! He said, on average, 36% of 
children live with their fathers absent from their lives, normally 
because of divorce or being born out-of-wedlock. He also 
spoke of an entire “fatherless dilemma” that is rooted in a lack 
of understanding (this can be true of mothers also). They 
neither understand their purpose nor their vocation or role. 
Understanding is more than having knowledge or information. 
Without understanding, life becomes an experiment. When its 
trial and error, you do not know how things ought to work. The 
Minister shared some meaningful observations for us. He’s 
pretty good! I will review them, adapting some, in summary. 
 Naturally, he began by telling us the obvious: fathers are 
called to be “progenitors.” However, first and foremost this 
means they are to support that which they generate. Besides 
the morality involved with God’s Commandments, there is 
probably no better reason for keeping sex within the confines 
of a stable marriage than this. It does not belong on a date.  
 Modeled after our heavenly Father, a father is supposed to 
be the “source” in the family. Everything should start with the 
father, above all when it comes to love and affection. This, of 
course, must begin with his spouse, so that she can then 
respond naturally to his love as Christ shows he does to the 
Father’s love. The whole family accordingly shares in this love. 
Being the source means being responsible. If everything starts 
with the father, the buck stops there. If something good occurs, 
he started it. If something bad happens, he started it. 
 He is also called to be a “sustainer.” He is someone who 
“nourishes.” This does not mean he is called to have 2 or 3 
jobs. It gets old, real fast, when there is always the excuse: 
“Well, I gotta work!” No one else can pick up his end! It means 
he needs to be there, “hard at it,” “present and accounted for.” 
 He is to be a “protector.” Like Adam, he is told to “guard the 
garden and keep out all intruders,” (one meaning of Gen 2:15). 
He must watch for anything that could put the family at risk or 
destroy their lives, including harmful ways of thinking. He 
should investigate what’s going on in the house. He should 
always know who and what family members are involved with. 
 The father is called to be a “disciplinarian.” If God, who 
created the family, recommended discipline, there is a place 
for it. Discipline is not administered in anger. Disciplining 
requires temperance. First and foremost, he must show the 
family by example what he himself is disciplined in. Then, to 
properly discipline, he must be able to drive out foolishness. 
Foolishness is what happens at the mall or the grocery store or 

when eating at restaurants. Foolishness consists of those 
things that come from daycare, school, friends or any other 
source outside the home and does not belong there. 
Foolishness is that which holds families “captive” by two-year-
old terrorists using the “tantrum” to negotiate their demands. 
 A father is called to be “a leader.” He should show the Way! 
It is leading like Christ who is the Head of the Body! If he 
doesn’t know what its like to be a good Christian, he will not 
know what to do in his home. Like Christ, he too is called to be 
a head, not an autocrat—not to dominate, not to control, not to 
abuse; but, to maintain a leadership role in the family—to be a 
spiritual thrust and example—to be the leader of prayer. 
 A father is supposed to be “someone who cares.” He is 
expected to care and show how to care, to show affection, to 
express emotion. He cannot just tell family members to “suck it 
up.” If so, they’ll be doing this with drugs, sex, violence, or 
bullets because they do not know how to get these emotional 
things out of them. He must let them know that he cares for 
them. A father is present. He is “engaged.” He is there to help 
work out problems; or, to “let go,” instructing them to work out 
their own problems; teaching them “to fly,” to be independent. 
He is there to “quasi date” his daughters before the “thugs” get 
to them. He’ll be showing them “how to operate” and what they 
should know about and expect from men. Then, when they 
meet men who treat them the same way, they will know they 
are OK, not guys who are going to be disrespectful to them. It 
may not always go right, but if they have had a daddy who 
took care of them, they will be looking for someone “like 
daddy.” It takes time and commitment. It comes with a price. 
 A father is a “developer.” Good or bad, a dad is always 
teaching. He must develop sons and daughters to lead 
responsible Christian lives. A father must be willing to father 
his sons, so that they may learn and do the same. It’s the only 
way we’ll be rid of some ills of our society. Restoring 
fatherhood is essential to the family. It has the potential to do 
more than anything else for its future. 
 In summary, fatherhood (even surrogate, like Joseph) is the 
highest honor God can bestow on a man. The measure of 
man’s success is directly related to his effectiveness as a 
godly father after the model that God has demonstrated for us. 
 It was the criteria for being Bishop in the early Church. 
Saint Paul instructs Timothy, “He must manage his own 
household well, keeping his children under control with perfect 
dignity; for if a man does not know how to manage his own 
household, how can he take care of the church of God?” (1 
Tim 3:4-5).  
 None of this should seem foreign to us. Well-ordered lives 
and families are consistent with Marriage being a Call to 
Holiness!—something we are all called to achieve. Marriage & 
the Christian family were designed by God himself as fertile 
ground to produce holy individuals. This means that it’s the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit at work in the lives of each 
member of the family. We must honor and respect it as such. 
Pope John Paul I (yes, the first one) said specifically, 

What a wonderful thing it is when families realize the power 
they have for the sanctification of husband and wife and the 
reciprocal influence between parents and children. And 
then, by the loving witness of their lives, families can bring 
Christ's Gospel to others. A vivid realization of the sharing 
of the laity—and especially the family—in the salvific 
mission of the Church is one of the greatest legacies of the 
Second Vatican Council. We can never thank God enough 
for this gift.  

     Happy New Year,  
 



 

We are looking to hire someone 
to clean the church and the 

rectory. 

 
We are also looking for someone 
to plow the parking lots and clean 

off the steps. 
 

Please call the office (252-6681) 
if you have any 

recommendations. 
 

Thank you! 

Holyday Holyday Holyday Holyday Mass ScheduleMass ScheduleMass ScheduleMass Schedule    

 
Tuesday, December 31Tuesday, December 31Tuesday, December 31Tuesday, December 31    

Holyday Vigil Holyday Vigil Holyday Vigil Holyday Vigil ---- SFX @ 4:30pm SFX @ 4:30pm SFX @ 4:30pm SFX @ 4:30pm    
    

Wednesday, January 1Wednesday, January 1Wednesday, January 1Wednesday, January 1    
Holyday Holyday Holyday Holyday ---- SFX @ 10:00am SFX @ 10:00am SFX @ 10:00am SFX @ 10:00am    

The Outreach Program 
was able to provide assistance to many people over the 
last 16 years due to the kind donations from people in 

our church and community. 
 

We attempt to help documented people of need when 
the time arises, i.e. in times of sickness, 

 during the holidays, and during the dead of winter. 
If anyone would like to contribute to this worthy cause 

you can send your donation to: 
 

St. Francis Xavier Outreach 
C/O Barbara Drollinger 

P. O. Box 8 
Narrowsburg, N.Y. 12764 

 
Thank you for your consideration, 

The Outreach Committee 
 



THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH,  DECEMBER 29, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
More informaR 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
 

For the Sick: Christina Hubert, Lydia Newton, Jane Cutita, Bonnie Feeler, Judy Tufo, Connie Moser, Elizabeth Stoddard, 
Pam Kocher, Vincent Gentile, Peter O’Leary Jr., Jessica Hartley, Dorothy Schlegel, Henrietta Pierce, Ella Dorothy Neidert, 
Ed Coates, Howard Van Jones, Dolores Nelson, Emerson “Bucky” Misner 
 

For the Deceased: Mary Weiden, Muriel Maers, Stan Rembish, Eugene Harrison, Terry McCarthy, John Werner, Lillian 
Yacino, James Lingle, Patricia Lyons, Peggy Lee Romano, Emory Robert Kaub, Muriel F. Edwards, Andrew Casimir, 
Barbara Walter, John Hartley, Eileen Dempsey, Christopher Kells, Rita & Arthur Holmes, Kathleen Jamieson, Stanley Javitz 
 

For those Serving in the Military: Justin Warnick, Joseph A. Choffo IV, Carmen Hamstrom, Joseph R. Gonzalez 
 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
    

Saturday, December 28th 

SFX 4:30pm - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Sunday, December 29th 
(NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
SFX 11:00am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Monday, December 30th 
NO MASS 
 
Tuesday, December 31st 

SFX 4:30pm - Pete Moran 
    Requested by Regina Moran 
 
Wednesday, January 1st 
SFX 10:00am -F.J. Smith & K.F. Eick 
    Requested by The Tenbus Family 
 
Thursday, January 2nd 

SFX 8:30am - NO MASS 
 
Friday, January 3rd 

SFX 8:30am - NO MASS 
 
Saturday, January 4th 

SFX 4:30pm - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Sunday, January 5th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
SFX 11:00am - Dick Guttzeit 
    Requested by Janice Hauser 
 

Collections 
 

 
First Collection (Dec. 21/22) 
St. Francis Xavier $1,179.00 
 

Christmas Offering 
St. Francis Xavier $50.00 
 

Christmas Flowers 
St. Francis Xavier $75.00 
 

Heating/Repairs & Maintenance 
St. Francis Xavier $155.00 
 
 
 

Total 
$1,459.00 
Thank you! 

        Readings   

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

Our Lady of the Lake Church 

is CLOSED 

for the winter months.  

 
 


