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THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD, FEBRUARY 2, 2020 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 

Dear Parish Family, 

 In Saint Peter’s Square, in a General Audience in December 
1998, especially addressing people from the United States, the 
now Saint John Paul II spoke about the final year of preparation 
for the upcoming Great Jubilee year 2000. His message had to do 
with the “movement which flows from the Father and back to the 
Father” that he says we find clearly in the New Testament, let’s 
say succinctly describing the mission of Jesus. In one paragraph 
of that address, he said: 

He is “the beginning, the first-born from the dead” (Col 
1:18). In him “all things are united, things in heaven and 
things on earth” (cf. Eph 1:10), and it is his task to deliver 
them to the Father (cf. 1 Cor 15:24), so that God may be 
“everything to everyone” (1 Cor 15:28). This journey of 
humanity and the world to the Father is sustained by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, who helps us in our weakness and 
“intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words” (Rom 8:26). 

 It’s a good summary of the work that Jesus was sent to 
accomplish. I was particularly caught by two expressions 
mentioned in the audience: “Too deep for words” and the notion 
of the Spirit “Acting deep within the believer” from another 
context. What a powerful description of how he wanted to leave 
us after his Ascension, sending the Holy Spirit to work with us 
and in us in such an enthralling way, though many of us may have 
never personally experienced it. 

 I thought the Pope’s words were appropriate because we have 
spent a lot of time since Advent looking at the Infancy Narratives 
and those stories in the Gospels as well as the beginnings of the 
ministry of Jesus. We are still focused on these as we celebrate 
the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord this weekend. Just days 
ago, I came to realize that I had never done any in-depth research 
on this feast, one important enough that it takes the place of our 
normal Sunday Mass. So, I am going back to things I had looked 
at 20 years ago, or more. 

 One of the things I am reminded of is that, although this is an 
ancient feast from the Eastern Church, during my childhood and 
teenage years, until 1969, we celebrated this in the West (Latin 
Rite) as the Purification of Our Lady with which we closed the 
Christmas Season on February 2nd, forty days after celebrating the 
Lord’s birth. Called also Candlemas Day, it was a celebration 
associated with the blessing of candles which were taken home 
for use during the year, but initially carried in procession in honor 
of Christ, who came to be “the light to enlighten the Gentiles” 
(Lk 2:32), the “light”  we spoke about for the last two weeks that 
was prophesied through the Prophet Isaiah which would be the 
light by which God’s “salvation would reach to the ends of the 
earth” (Is 49:6), the same “great light”  that the people had seen 
“in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali” (Mt 4:12, ff.) when 
Jesus began his public ministry and moved to Capernaum. 

 These processions commemorated the Lord’s entry into the 
Temple in Jerusalem, which he had come to for the first time, 40 
days after his birth, and there with his Mother Mary and Joseph, 
encountered Simeon and Anna. Such processions which took the 
place of pagan events, usually had a penitential character about 
them. This can also be associated with the actions of the Blessed 
Virgin, presenting her Son in the Temple, and to her submission 
to the Law of Moses (Lk 12, 1-8) in the rite of purification. 

 Yes, it should not have been necessary for either Jesus or 
Mary to have to do this, but notably this is one of five times that 

Saint Luke mentions in his gospel that Jesus grew up in a family 
who faithfully observed the law. I’d say the evangelist wanted his 
readers to appreciate this fact. Also, our Second Reading gives us 
another insight, no doubt coming as the Redeemer of humankind, 
God saw fit that “he had to become like his brothers and sisters 
in every way” (Heb 2:17), except sin, of course.  

 When we imagine the setting in which this event took place, I 
suppose we can think of many things that surround showing our 
baby to others for the first time. Obviously, it can attract a lot of 
attention. We see that during our baptisms. We see the baby being 
passed around quite a bit! It’s exciting! And so it must have been 
back then. It must have been a peaceful time for the family and 
others. Gratified, holding the blanketed child in his arms, Simeon 
exclaims to the parents: this is what he has been waiting to set his 
eyes on! Exactly as we have been saying: “a light to the 
Gentiles” (Lk 2:40). But the other side of the coin is that he will 
“be a sign that will be contradicted” (Lk 2:34). And to Mary, 
“and you yourself a sword will pierce” (Lk 2:35). And, not like 
us, Jesus, from his very birth, had to face threats and dangers. It is 
truly a prophetic and messianic role. The Book of Hebrews tells 
more, “he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every 
way, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest before 
God to expiate the sins of the people” (Heb 2:17).  

 The particular requirement of the law of Moses was that a 
firstborn son, the “male that opened the womb,” be presented to a 
priest and ransomed by the payment of five shekels (Num 18:16). 
Saint John Paul II, in his encyclical on the virtues of St. Joseph, 
remarked that, along with his responsibility to see to the 
circumcision and naming of the child, the ransoming of Jesus 
further affirmed Joseph’s legal guardianship. He wrote: 

The ransoming of the first-born is another obligation of the 
father, and it is fulfilled by Joseph. Represented in the first-
born is the people of the covenant, ransomed from slavery in 
order to belong to God. Here too, Jesus — who is the true 
“price” of ransom — not only “fulfills” the Old Testament 
rite, but at the same time transcends it, since he is not a 
subject to be redeemed, but the very author of redemption. 
(Redemptoris Custos, 12) 

 Ransom is not easy for us. Who of us likes purgation? Who 
likes mortification? Thus, the Church gives us the First Reading 
from the Book of the Prophet Malachi. It explains: “suddenly 
there will come to the temple, the Lord whom you seek … but who 
can endure the day of his coming? … He will sit refining and 
purifying … and he will purify the sons of Levi” (Mal 3;1-3). 

 “I came from the Father and have come into the world; again, 
I am leaving the world and going to the Father” (Jn 16:28). 
These are the words with which Saint John Paul II began his 
audience. Having shown part of the essence of today’s feast, 
hopefully we might be able to see a little better the meaning of 
Christ’s coming, his ministry, his purifying, and his redeeming. 
All of this is preparation, before returning to the Father, for the 
final act of cementing our relationship with him and the Father in 
the most intimate way by bestowing his Spirit upon us, dwelling 
within his disciples, making the Trinity present: “Too deep for 
words” and “Acting deep within the believer.” 

      God’s Peace,  
 



St. Blaise Bishop & Martyr 

 

This weekend we will offer the Blessing 
of the Throats at all of the Masses. 

Please continue to pray for 
Fr. Joel, the kidnapped 

seminarians, and all persecuted 
Christians throughout the world. 

 

 

 

The 2020 Mass Intention book is open. 
Please call the office or place your intention 

envelopes in the collection basket. 
Thank you! 



THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD, FEBRUARY 2, 2020 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 

                                                     More informaR 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
Please write your prayer intentions on the new lists at the back of the church. 

 
For the Sick: Emerson “Bucky” Misner, David Meyer, Ed Coates, Ella Dorothy Neidert, Dolly Marinelli 
 
For the Deceased: Dorothy Schlegel, Peggy Lee Romano, Carmen T. Holstrom, Joseph Ramon Gonzalez 
 
For those Serving in the Military:  
 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
    

Saturday, February 1st 

SFX 4:30pm - Our Parish Family 
 
Sunday, February 2nd 
(NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
SFX 11:00am - Peggy Corkett 
    Requested by Charles & Marilyn  
    Maass 
 
Monday, February 3rd 
NO MASS 
 
Tuesday, February 4th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Wednesday, February 5th 
SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Thursday, February 6th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Friday, February 7th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Saturday, February 8th 

SFX 4:30pm - Walter & Florence Hubert 
    Requested by Their Children 
 
Sunday, February 9th 

(NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
SFX 11:00am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 

READINGSREADINGSREADINGSREADINGS    

 

Malachi 3:1-4 
Hebrews 2:14-18 

Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 

Collection 
January 25/26, 2020 

 

First Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $948.00 

Other (R & M) 
St. Francis Xavier $110.00 
 
 

Total 
$1,058.00 

Thank you! 


