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Saint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier Parish    
The Fifth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 9, 2020 
 

St. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier Church    
151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 
Masses 
 Saturday        4:30pm 
 Sunday         8:30am 
          11:00am 
 Daily (Tuesday-Friday)       8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation       As announced 
Confessions 
 Saturday                    4:00pm 
                 Or by appointment 
Religious Education 
 Sunday         9:45-11:00am 

Our Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake Church    
Rt. 52, Lake Huntington 
 
 
 

Our Lady of the Lake Church 
is closed for the winter season 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Regularly scheduled on available Sundays of each month after 
our last Mass. Arrangements are made by contacting the 
Rectory. One Godparent is required and must be 14, 
confirmed, a practicing Catholic, and obtain a Sponsor 
Certificate from their parish. Only one male and one female 
Godparent is permitted. Parents should be registered in the 
parish and meet with priests. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior to 
wedding date. Marriage Preparation Conferences must be 
attended. Either the Bride or the Groom must be a registered 
parishioner or be associated with the parish. They must meet 
with the parish priest before a wedding date can be scheduled.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades K-8 meet Sundays. Contact the Religious Ed Office to 
register children. We ask families to be registered & involved 
parishioners. Children must be baptized. Parents & children 
are expected to attend Mass each week. 

 

REV. DENNIS M. DINAN, PASTOR 
ABBY RODDEN, PARISH SECRETARY 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS: TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10:00AM-3:00PM 

 OR BY APPOINTMENT 

  

TELEPHONE: (845) 252-6681 

FAX: (845) 252-6519 

WEB ADDRESSES: www.sfxnarrowsburg.com 

 www.ollhuntington.com 

EMAIL: sfxnarrowsburg@gmail.com 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE: (845) 252-6681 

EMAIL: sfxololre@gmail.com  
 
 
 



FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, FEBRUARY 9, 2020 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 As I read our readings for today a couple of times, I began 
paging through Peter Kreeft’s book, Jacob’s Ladder: Ten 
Steps to Truth. I was looking for a word or two, or a phrase 
that maybe applied to the readings. First, the word “meaning” 
stood out. Next, the phrase “the meaning of life” made sense. 
Kreeft was putting forth the idea that each thing we encounter 
in life has meaning attached to it, but the meaning of life is 
something totally different, and also absolutely necessary for 
us to find if we are to find happiness in life. 
 I was carrying around Saint John Paul II’s first Encyclical, 
The Redeemer of Man (Redemptor Hominis), for some time. 
Skimming through it, one paragraph began (and I paraphrase), 
“We cannot live without love. We remain beings that are 
incomprehensible for ourselves, our lives are senseless, if love 
is not revealed to us, if we do not encounter love, if we do not 
experience it and make it our own, if we do not participate 
intimately in it.” It seemed like a “blueprint” for living. I thought 
of the alternative as something not being very appealing. One 
such alternative is found in the book, When God Was Man, by 
J. B. Phillips. It is like a reversal of the Beatitudes! Most of us 
would not like to see ourselves in this light, and especially 
prefer that others not see us this way too. 

Happy are the pushers, for they get on in the world.  
Happy are the hardboiled, for they never let life hurt them.  
Happy are they who complain, for they get their own way in 

the end.  
Happy are the blasé, for they never worry over their sins.  
Happy are the slave drivers, for they get results.  
Happy are the knowledgeable of the world, for they know 

their way around.  
Happy are the troublemakers, for they make people take 

notice of them. 
 Again, going back to Saint John Paul, he insisted that:  

“Those of us “who wish to understand ourselves 
thoroughly … must with our unrest, uncertainty and even 
our weakness and sinfulness, with our life and death, draw 
near to Christ [and] …must, so to speak, enter into him 
with all our own self … in order to find ourselves [and 
which] then bears fruit not only of adoration of God but 
also of deep wonder at ourselves.” 

 Where do we begin such a profound process within 
ourselves, and within God? Well, the prophet Isaiah gives both 
an external and an internal aspect of moving towards greater 
love of God and neighbor. Externally, he is calling us to: 

Share what is ours with the hungry. 
Shelter those in need. 
Clothe those who are in need. 
Look after our own. 

 Although external works, they require an internal renewal of 
our hearts; if not, they will be merely one-time events in our 
lives. And so, the internal works are just as needed for without 
them we cannot live the gospel. The prophet instructs us: 

Remove oppression (maybe “stop pushing!” sounds better). 
Stop all false accusations! 
Eliminate malicious speaking! 

 In short, root out all the sources of anger that we have that 
is feeding these things. This is all “pure gospel!” This was all 
taught by Jesus. With the possible exception of his mother, 
Jesus wasn’t preaching to saints. He wasn’t talking to people 
he could hold up as examples for the rest of the people. He 
was giving a prescription for “daily living” for “ordinary people.” 
 But today we need examples. We need teachers. We need 
mentors. We need people who can lead others spiritually. I 
remember during my college years, how I would visit my 
grandmother. We would sit on the porch. We would talk as she 
crocheted. She was an Irish immigrant. She wasn’t educated, 

but she was wise. She knew the meaning of life. She learned it. 
 At the end of his book, Our Father: Reflections on the Lord's 
Prayer, Pope Francis speaks about grandparents, their worth, 
their usefulness, and their mission. There’s much they can 
share. There’s much to receive from them. They know the 
wisdom of the Cross and its power, as Saint Paul proclaims. 
They are “the salt of the earth” (Mt 5:13).The Pope says, 

The lives of the elderly and of grandparents are prayers. 
They are a gift for the Church. They are a treasure! The 
elderly, grandmothers, and grandfathers are a great 
injection of wisdom for society as a whole, especially for 
people who are too busy, too caught up, too distracted…. 
Let us look to Benedict XVI, who has chosen to spend the 
last portion of his life in prayer and in listening to God! This 
is beautiful! A great believer of the past century, of the 
Orthodox tradition, Olivier Clément, once said, “A 
civilization in which there is no more prayer is a civilization 
in which old age no longer has meaning. And this is 
terrifying, we need first of all elderly who pray, because old 
age is given to us for this.” [Yes] we need elderly who pray, 
because old age is given to us for this. It is a beautiful 
thing, the prayer of the elderly. 
We can thank the Lord for the benefits we have received, 
and fill up the void of ingratitude that surrounds him. We 
can intercede for the expectations of the new generations, 
and give dignity to the memory and sacrifices of those who 
have passed. We can remind ambitious young people that 
a life without love is a life of desolation. We can tell fearful 
young people that anguish about the future can be 
overcome. We can teach young people in love with 
themselves that there is more joy in giving than in receiving. 
Grandfathers and grandmothers make up the permanent 
“choir” of a great spiritual shrine, where the prayer of 
supplication and the song of praise sustain the community 
that works and struggles in the field of life.  
Prayer, finally, incessantly purifies the heart. Praise and 
supplication to God keep the heart from becoming 
hardened by resentment and selfishness. How ugly is the 
cynicism of an elderly person who has lost the sense of his 
witness, despises young people, and communicates no 
wisdom about life! And how beautiful instead is the 
encouragement that the elderly person is able to transmit to 
the young person seeking the meaning of faith and of life! 
This is truly the mission of grandparents, the vocation of the 
elderly. The words of grandparents hold something special 
for young people. And they know it. 

 Pope Francis gives us a simple example of how this 
played out in his own life: 

I still keep with me, always in my breviary, the words that 
my grandmother gave to me in writing on the day of my 
ordination. I read them often, and they do me good. How I 
would like to see a Church that challenges the culture of 
the disposable with the overflowing joy of a new embrace 
between the young and the old! And this is what I am 
asking of the Lord today, this embrace! 

 We always seem to be looking for answers for our youth. 
This may be a start, a start to learn and pass on the 
“meaning of life” and a way that’s open to people of all ages. 
For those who have heard about the New Evangelization 
now for decades, it’s a way to take this on in a real way 
because, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few” 
(Lk 10:2), and these are people you love! 

      God’s Peace,  
 



This week we will take up the Peter’s 
Pence Collection, which provides 

Pope Francis with the funds to carry 
out his charitable works around the 

world. 
The proceeds benefit our brothers 

and sisters on the margins of society, 
including victims of war, oppression, 

and disasters. Please be generous. 
For more information, please visit: 

www.usccb.org/peters-pence 
 

 



FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, FEBRUARY 9, 2020 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 

                                                     More informaR 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
Please write your prayer intentions on the new lists at the back of the church. 

 
For the Sick: Emerson “Bucky” Misner, David Meyer, Ed Coates, Ella Dorothy Neidert, Dolly Marinelli 
 
For the Deceased: Dorothy Schlegel, Peggy Lee Romano, Carmen T. Holstrom, Joseph Ramon Gonzalez 
 
For those Serving in the Military:  
 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
    

Saturday, February 8th 

SFX 4:30pm - Walter & Florence Hubert 
    Requested by Their Children 
 
Sunday, February 9th 
(NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am - Emerson “Bucky” Misner 
    Requested by The Rodden Family 
SFX 11:00am - Our Parish Family 
 
Monday, February 10th 
NO MASS 
 
Tuesday, February 11th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Wednesday, February 12th 
SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Thursday, February 13th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Friday, February 14th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Saturday, February 15th 

SFX 4:30pm - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Sunday, February 16th 
(NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
SFX 11:00am - James & Mary Clark 
    Requested by Peter Zaccari 
 

READINGSREADINGSREADINGSREADINGS    

 

Isaiah 58:7-10 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
Matthew 5:13-16 

Collection 
February 1/2, 2020 

 
 

First Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $1,053.00 
 
 

Second Collection (R & M) 
St. Francis Xavier $304.00 
 
 

Other (Heating) 
St. Francis Xavier $115.00 
 
 
 

Total 
$1,472.00 

Thank you! 


