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The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 23, 2020 

Rt. 52, Lake Huntington 
 
 
 

Our Lady of the Lake Church 
is closed for the winter season 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Regularly scheduled on available Sundays of each month after 
our last Mass. Arrangements are made by contacting the 
Rectory. One Godparent is required and must be 14, confirmed, 
a practicing Catholic, and obtain a Sponsor Certificate from their 
parish. Only one male and one female Godparent is permitted. 
Parents should be registered in the parish and meet with priests. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior to 
wedding date. Marriage Preparation Conferences must be 
attended. Either the Bride or the Groom must be a registered 
parishioner or be associated with the parish. They must meet 
with the parish priest before a wedding date can be scheduled.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades K-8 meet Sundays. Contact the Religious Ed Office to 
register children. We ask families to be registered & involved 
parishioners. Children must be baptized. Parents & children are 
expected to attend Mass each week. 

 

REV. DENNIS M. DINAN, PASTOR 
ABBY RODDEN, PARISH SECRETARY 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS: TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10:00AM-3:00PM 
 OR BY APPOINTMENT 
  
TELEPHONE: (845) 252-6681 
FAX: (845) 252-6519 
WEB ADDRESSES: www.sfxnarrowsburg.com 
 www.ollhuntington.com 
EMAIL: sfxnarrowsburg@gmail.com 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE: (845) 252-6681 
EMAIL: sfxololre@gmail.com  
 
 

151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 
Masses 
 Saturday        4:30pm 
 Sunday         8:30am 
          11:00am 
 Daily (Tuesday-Friday)       8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation       As announced 
Confessions 
 Saturday                    4:00pm 
                 Or by appointment 
Religious Education 
 Sunday         9:45-11:00am 
 



SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, FEBRUARY 23, 2020 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 The Season of Lent begins in days and the big matter of 
“fasting” arises. It came up last month at a weekday Mass. An 
objection was made to Jesus, “Why do the disciples of John 
and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do 
not fast?” (Mk 2:18). On Ash Wednesday, this week, the 
Church wants us to hear the recurring words, “Remember that 
you are dust and to dust you shall return!” Recall, Saint Peter 
reminds us, “Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous 
for the sake of the unrighteous, that he might lead you to God. 
Put to death in the flesh, he was brought to life in the spirit” (1 
Pet 3:18). Saint Matthew tells us next Sunday how, “Jesus was 
led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. He 
fasted for forty days and forty nights” (Mt 4:1-2). Such a 
diversity of references can give us a wide interpretation on 
various meanings we can attribute to fasting or mortification. 
 There can be fasting that does not really account for much, 
possibly what the Pharisees were practicing. Saint John of the 
Cross thought any fasting that was not done in some way with 
the idea of conquering some sin, or our sinful human nature, 
as useless and perhaps leading only to Pride. The Church’s 
reminder “we are dust,” implying our own pending death, is 
very fitting. In the Liturgy of the Hours, Office of Readings on 
All Souls Day each year, we hear the words of Saint Ambrose 
that, “Death is no cause for mourning, for it is the cause of 
mankind’s salvation. Death is not something to be avoided, for 
the Son of God did not think it beneath his dignity, nor did he 
seek to escape it.” With this valuable lesson on humiliation he 
instructs us that, “We should have a daily familiarity with death, 
a daily desire for death. [Since] by this kind of detachment our 
soul must learn to free itself from the desires of the body.” This 
is something we all need to do. If we ever get past that stage, 
there are more challenging aspects of penitential living. There 
are many examples in our Catholic Tradition where, in a more 
complete Imitation of Christ than most achieve, Jesus calls 
holy and righteous souls into the realm of redemptive suffering. 
Willing, like Jesus, “to put their flesh to death, they are brought 
to life in the spirit,” especially that they might lead others [us] to 
God. I know my Spiritual Director for 30 years, Father James 
Halligan, who gave birth and life to so many Spiritual Children, 
would stand out as a recent and excellent example of this. 
There are also those who are called to go into the desert with 
Christ—those who are willing to leave all—those who are 
willing to suffer abandonment—those who are willing to 
humbly submit their will to God’s in all things—the core of 
Father Halligan’s teaching and spirituality. 
 Why would anyone choose to do this? Actually, no one in 
their right mind would choose to do this. Actually, none of us 
choose to do these things. It has already been chosen for us. 
We are called to either choose or reject Jesus and the Church. 
Choosing Jesus means discipleship. We do not have to go 
very far to find out the meaning behind this. Jesus spelled it 
out himself, “If any one comes to me without hating his father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even 
his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry 
his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. In the 
same way, everyone of you who does not renounce all his 
possessions cannot be my disciple” (Lk 14:26-27, 33). There is 
a cost to discipleship. Jesus demands that we give “all,” but 
usually that means all that keeps us from giving ourselves 
completely to God. In every case, there will be sacrifices made 
in our families. The Christian Life itself will bring its own 
crosses. Possessions cannot take a higher priority than Jesus 
or the Mission of the Church. Still, some will be called to give 
up family for the sake of Jesus and the Gospel. Others might 
be given special and difficult crosses. Some will be called to 
“give it all away” and live in complete dependence on God. 
God does the choosing for us. Our job is responding to his will. 
 Friday morning at Mass, we heard the very pertinent words 
of Jesus, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny 

himself, take up his cross, and follow me” (Mk 4:34), meaning 
all who hear this must make a basic decision: whether they will 
follow as a disciple or not. The stakes are high, and Jesus 
continues, “Whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will 
save it. What profit is there for one to gain the whole world and 
forfeit his life?” (Mk 4:35-36). I still hear the voice of Father 
Halligan quoting Jim Elliot when I was on the brink of leaving 
my career to join the seminary, “He’s no fool who gives up all 
that he cannot keep for that which he cannot lose.” This rang 
personally with the continuing words of Jesus, “Whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this faithless and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of when he 
comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels” (Mk 4:38). 
 The bottom line is that we must die, physically yes, but 
more importantly, the sinful self, the inordinately loved self, the 
ego and all that goes with it must die—all that resists God, and 
even that which is not compatible with God’s life or will. One of 
Father Halligan’s favorite books, now out of print was Manual 
for Interior Souls, by Father John Nicholas Grou, S.J. I know 
he read from it for some part of his life, and told me that one 
phrase was so overwhelming (about the necessity of being 
despised, like Jesus) that he meditated on it for two years, 
trying to digest it. Chapter 4 was entitled “On the New Life in 
Jesus Christ.” In it, Father Grou seems to speak more about 
death than life, but it is “that death” that leads to life. One 
section of this always comes to mind for me because it is so 
strong and forceful. It is just an example of how demanding the 
Spiritual Life can get for any of us and the extent of the death 
that we might be expected, in time, to experience: 

 We must be dead to spiritual consolations. A time will 
come when God Himself will wean us from them. Then 
comes the darkness; we have no longer any taste for 
anything: everything weighs upon us; everything wearies 
us; everything tries us; we feel no longer the presence of 
God within us; we may really be in peace, but we do not 
perceive it; we believe ourselves to have lost the favour of 
God; and all is desolation. Now is the time for us to be 
generous; we must freely consent to these privations, we 
must seek ourselves in nothing, we must love God with a 
pure love, and serve Him for His own sake alone, and at 
whatever cost. Then, naturally, such a service of God is 
hard to human nature; nature cries out, complains, is angry, 
is in despair. We must let it cry, and be more faithful than 
ever; we must drag the victim to the sacrifice, without any 
regard for natural repugnance. 

 Sound unbelievable?! Yet on Ash Wednesday, Jesus tells 
of further hurdles, “Take care not to perform righteous deeds in 
order that people may see them; otherwise, you will have no 
recompense from your heavenly Father” (Mt 6:1). This is all to 
be done out of love for GOD ONLY! Do not look “gloomy” Do 
not look for the praise of others! No, it is all to remain hidden! 
Jesus speaks of this necessity since, “Your Father who sees in 
secret will repay you.” (Mt 6:6). It sounds hard. Speak to 
anyone who has even begun and they will tell you, “It is!” But 
consider: this is about Love! Love ain’t easy! Also, remember 
the words that Father Halligan quoted, “He’s no fool who gives 
up all that he cannot keep for that which he cannot lose.” 
Thankfully, Father helped so many live this! From heaven I 
know he sees that we’re not finished with trying to follow the 
wisdom he imparted. Happily, he is an intercessor for us. Don’t 
just take my opinion. Just use the link below to read what 
many think is still a very popular opinion of him and a great 
tribute! 

      God’s Peace,  
 
 
 
https://desperateirishhousewife.blogspot.com/2006/02/father-james-halligan.html 



 

 

We are resurrecting Flocknote as a way 
of communicating better with the 

parish. It can help us get out last minute 
information, cancellations, and other 

announcements that may not have been 
available at the time of printing of the 

bulletin, and to serve you better. 
 

 

Masses at St. Francis Xavier 
Wednesday, February 26 

8:30am & 7:00pm 

This Sunday! 
 

 
After the 11:00am Mass 
In the SFX Parish Hall 



SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, FEBRUARY 23, 2020 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 

                                                     More informaR 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
Please write your prayer intentions on the new lists at the back of the church. 

For the Sick: David Meyer, Ed Coates, Ella Dorothy Neidert, Dolly Marinelli 
 

For the Deceased: Dorothy Schlegel, Peggy Lee Romano, Carmen T. Holstrom, Joseph Ramon Gonzalez, 
Andrew Kimmel, Grace Kimmel, Madeline LoBasso, Margaret Corkett, Joseph Barca, Emerson “Bucky” Misner 
 

For those Serving in the Military:  

Saturday, February 22nd 

SFX 4:30pm - Helene Luning 
    Requested by Helene Indelicato 
 

Sunday, February 23rd 
(NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am - Emerson “Bucky” Misner 
    Requested by The Rodden Family 
SFX 11:00am - Margaret Ellen Greer 
    Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
 

Monday, February 24th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, February 25th 

SFX 8:30am - My Children’s Intentions 
    Requested by Helen Barr 
 

Wednesday, February 26th 

Ash Wednesday 
SFX 8:30am - George Fedoruk 
    Requested by Fr. Dennis 
SFX 7:00pm -Available or Our Parish Family 
 

Thursday, February 27th 

SFX 8:30am - Sr. Theresa Francis O.P. 
    Requested by Fr. Dennis 
 

Friday, February 28th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, February 29th 

SFX 4:30pm - Fr. William Scully 
    Requested by His Friends 
 

Sunday, March 1st 
(NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
SFX 11:00am - Available or Our Parish Family 

Readings 
 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 
1 Corinthians 3:16-23 

Matthew 5:38-48 

Collection 
February 15/16, 2020 

First Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $1,227.00 
 

Second Collection (Capital Imp.) 
St. Francis Xavier $378.00 
 
Other (R & M) 
St. Francis Xavier $130.00 
 

Other (Heat/Peter’s Pence) 
St. Francis Xavier $35.00 

Total 
$1,770.00 

Thank you! 
 

 

There are 
copies of 
this in the 
back of 
the 
Church 
for you 
and your 
families 
to use 
during 
the 
Lenten 
Season. 
 


