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St. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier Church    
151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 
Masses 
 Saturday        4:30pm 
 Sunday         8:30am 
          11:00am 
 Daily (Tuesday-Friday)       8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation       As announced 
Confessions 
 Saturday                    4:00pm 
                 Or by appointment 
Religious Education 
 Sunday         9:45-11:00am 

 

 
Our Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake Church    
Rt. 52, Lake Huntington 
 
 
 

Our Lady of the Lake Church 
is closed for the winter season 

 

 

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Regularly scheduled on available Sundays of each month after 
our last Mass. Arrangements are made by contacting the 
Rectory. One Godparent is required and must be 14, 
confirmed, a practicing Catholic, and obtain a Sponsor 
Certificate from their parish. Only one male and one female 
Godparent is permitted. Parents should be registered in the 
parish and meet with priests. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior to 
wedding date. Marriage Preparation Conferences must be 
attended. Either the Bride or the Groom must be a registered 
parishioner or be associated with the parish. They must meet 
with the parish priest before a wedding date can be scheduled.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades K-8 meet Sundays. Contact the Religious Ed Office to 
register children. We ask families to be registered & involved 
parishioners. Children must be baptized. Parents & children 
are expected to attend Mass each week. 

  



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT,  MARCH 15, 2020 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 We know the story. It is the familiar “Woman at the Well.” 
We don’t know her name. She was a Samaritan. Though we 
have heard this numerous times, the story has a lot wonderful 
things to tell us, too many to cover here.  
 The Samaritans were no admirers of the prophets. Hosea 
was one of the prophets sent by God to preach to them about 
their ways. Their story begins with the Assyrians defeating 
them, the “northern Kingdom,” i.e. Israel, resulting in a 
“population displacement” among the people. The Samaritans 
were then considered defiled—a mixed breed—because of 
their intermarriages with foreigners. This is described in the 
Book of Kings at the hands of King Sargon in 722 B.C. It says, 
“The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, 
Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and settled them in the cities 
of Samaria in place of the Israelites. They took possession of 
Samaria and dwelt in its cities” (2 Ki 17:24). 
 Thus, the people broke the covenant that they made with 
God through Moses. We also find that those who intermingled, 
“began to make their own gods in the various cities in which 
they were living; in the shrines on the high places which the 
Samaritans had made, each people set up gods” (2 Ki 17:29). 
Each had their own gods, some more than one. The account 
tells us, “The Babylonians made Marduk and his consort; the 
men of Cuth made Nergal; the men of Hamath made Ashima; 
the men of Avva made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the men of 
Sepharvaim immolated their children by fire to their city gods, 
King Hadad and his consort Anath” (2 Ki 17:30-31). Together, 
these and other gods were simply called the “Baals.” 
  “Baal” means “lord” or “master.” Women commonly used 
“Baal” of their husbands; but Baal(s) became also linked with 
the pagan god(s). Jesus used this when referring to Satan as 
Beelzebul (see Mt 12:27; Lk 11:19) “Lord of the Flies” mocking 
him as one who has, “no power.” Many Israelites probably 
used it for “the Lord” (meaning “God”). Haven fallen away, 
maybe they saw little difference between the worship of God 
and the worship of Baal. It’s like fallen away Catholics not 
being able to see the consequences of their actions if they get 
divorced and remarried one or more times in the process. 
 Putting this into context, we look at the Book of the Prophet 
Hosea, who belonged to the northern Kingdom. His prophetic 
career was in the years of King Jeroboam II (786-746 B.C.). 
His wife Gomer, an adulteress, symbolized faithless Israel. The 
message of the prophet was simple and clear: just as he could 
not give up his wife forever, even when she played the harlot, 
so Yahweh could not renounce Israel, who had been betrothed 
to him. God would chastise, but it would be the chastisement 
of a jealous lover, longing to bring back the beloved to the 
fresh and pure joy of their first love. 
 God speaks through the prophet thus, “I will punish her for 
the days of the Baals, for whom she burnt incense while she 
decked herself out with her rings and her jewels, and, in going 
after her lovers, forgot me, says the LORD” (Hos 2:15). God let 
them experience crop failures, blight, etc., with the purpose of 
making Israel see the folly of her ways. In view of that, God 
discloses a detailed plan, 

I will hedge in her way with thorns and erect a wall against 
her, so that she cannot find her paths. If she runs after her 
lovers, she shall not overtake them; if she looks for them 
she shall not find them. Then she shall say, “I will go back 
to my first husband, for it was better with me then than now” 
(Hos 2:8-9). 

 God is determined to bring Israel back to its former fidelity, 
before its corruption by pagan ways. He continues,  

So I will allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak 
to her heart. She shall respond there as in the days of her 
youth, when she came up from the land of Egypt. On that 
day, says the LORD, She shall call me ‘My husband,’ and 

never again ‘My baal.’ I will espouse you to me forever: I 
will espouse you in right and in justice, in love and in mercy; 
I will espouse you in fidelity, and you shall know the LORD. 
(Hos 2:16, 17-18, 21-22). 

 Of course, the Samaritans had enough of the prophets 
throwing this up in their face. As a result, they would only 
accept the Torah, the first five books of the Bible as valid. They 
accepted only one prophet—the one promised by Moses—the 
Messiah. He said, “A prophet like me will the LORD, your God, 
raise up for you from among your own kinsmen; to him you 
shall listen” (Deu 18:15). 
 So, it was no coincidence that Jesus, the Messiah, came to 
the Samaritan town of Sychar about noon that day. First let’s 
note that Jesus heads right to the town’s well. Secondly, the 
gospel tells us that this is “Jacob’s well.” This is where Jacob 
met Rachel (see Gen 29:10). The well was the traditional place 
for biblical figures to have met their spouses. This was well-
known. It’s where Moses met his wife Zipporah (see Ex 2:15-
16). So, in this context we can look at Jesus meeting this 
woman at a well, and then talking about “husbands.” 
 Notice! Speaking to the woman, Jesus baits her, “Go call 
your husband and come back” (Jn 4:16). He expects a certain 
response and she gives it to him, “I do not have a husband” 
(Jn 4:17a). This opens the door for the rest:  

Jesus answered her, “You are right in saying, ‘I do not have 
a husband.’ For you have had five husbands, and the one 
you have now is not your husband. What you have said is 
true.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I can see that you are a 
prophet.” (Jn 4:17a, 18-19). 

 There are two stories being told here. First, Jesus is luring 
the woman back. It’s the literal meaning of the text. He is 
seeking the lost. His mention of five husbands brings about, 
not only agreement, but also the recognition that Jesus is a 
prophet, one of the deeper meanings. So secondly, the woman 
eventually sees him as the Messiah. No doubt, she knew why 
she and her people are estranged. She would know their 
history and the five different peoples who settled and 
intermarried in Samaria and that her people chased after their 
pagan gods. Jesus is also very clear about this. He told her, 
“You people worship what you do not understand; we worship 
what we understand, because salvation is from the Jews” (Jn 
4:22). He was openly calling the whole bunch of them 
“idolaters” and rightly so. Their worship should have been 
“connected” with that of Jerusalem and the Temple. Since the 
word for husband and Baal are the same, could it not be that 
Jesus is also telling her, “You have had five Baals (gods) and 
the one you are currently with (He is speaking of himself) is not 
your God, Lord, Master or Spouse (but should be).” Could this 
be “that day,” Hosea spoke about? For, it was said, “On that 
day … she shall call me ‘My husband,’ and never again ‘My 
baal.’ I will espouse you to me forever: I will espouse you in 
right and in justice, in love and in mercy; I will espouse you in 
fidelity, and you shall know the LORD” (Hos 2:16, 17-18, 21-
22). This is the Divine Intimacy God is seeking with the 
woman, and all Israel. And let’s not forget about us! 
 Why us? The Church asks us to look at Israel and see 
ourselves. Israel was a microcosm representing every nation 
and people. If we are to understand this correctly, we must 
come to know and believe that we all were created for Divine 
Intimacy. We were created to be espoused to God himself. 
Like the Samaritan woman, Jesus wants us to respond to the 
Holy Spirit’s words, “I will espouse you to me forever … and 
you shall know the LORD” (Hos 2: 21-22).  
 

      God’s Peace,  
 
 



 

 

 
 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT,  MARCH 15, 2020 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
                                                     More informaR 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
Please write your prayer intentions on the new lists at the back of the church. 

For the Sick: David Meyer, Ed Coates, Ella Dorothy Neidert, Dolly Marinelli 
 

For the Deceased: Dorothy Schlegel, Peggy Lee Romano, Carmen T. Holstrom, Joseph Ramon Gonzalez, 
Andrew Kimmel, Grace Kimmel, Madeline LoBasso, Margaret Corkett, Joseph Barca, Emerson “Bucky” Misner 
 

For those Serving in the Military:  

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    

Saturday, March 14th 

SFX 4:30pm - Josephine Kelly 
    Requested by A Friend 
 
Sunday, March 15th 
(NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
SFX 11:00am - Thomas J. Greer 
    Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
  - Josephine Kelly 
    Requested by Her Family 
 
Monday, March 16th 
NO MASS 
 
Tuesday, March 17th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Wednesday, March 18th 

SFX 8:30am - Eddie Skies on His Birthday 
    Requested by The Parish 
 
Thursday, March 19th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family  
 
Friday, March 20th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Saturday, March 21st 

SFX 4:30pm - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Sunday, March 22nd 
(NO MASS at OLL) 
SFX 8:30am - Lawrence Schick 
    Requested by Dottie Schultz 
SFX 11:00am - Casablanca Andomino 
    Requested by The Parish 

READINGSREADINGSREADINGSREADINGS    

 

Exodus 17:3-7 
Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 

John 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 
39a, 40-42 

Collection 
March 8, 2020 

 

First Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $1,079.00 
 

Second Collection (Catholic Relief) 
St. Francis Xavier $227.00 
 

Other (Repairs & Maintenance) 
St. Francis Xavier $60.00 
 

Total 
$1,366.00 

Thank you! 
 

 


