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You have been enlightened by Christ. Walk always as 
children of the light and keep the flame of faith alive in your 
hearts. When the Lord comes, may you go out to meet him 
with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom. 

 Do you remember hearing these words? If not, you were 
probably not baptized as an adult. You might not have been at 
a child’s baptism either. Possibly, the awe of the moment got 
to you and you experienced an exhilarating ceremony, but it 
also went by like a blur. That has been known to happen at 
Marriage and Ordinations too.  
 Nevertheless, these are the words that are said to the 
newly baptized. A candle is lit from the Pascal Candle and 
given to the person or Godparent as this is said. When infants 
are baptized, it is modified to speak to parents and 
Godparents, e.g. “Your child has been enlightened….” If you 
read the bulletin letter two weeks ago, you read about the 
wonder of “faith.”  
 I said there that “Faith is infused in our souls as something 
that has a true “likeness” to God. Faith has the “divine 
essence!” Our knowledge of God, though most of us have 
never even dreamt of this, is based on the fact that, because 
of Baptism, our mind can find a likeness to God.” Now, 
immediately after Baptism, the Church has its celebrant say to 
the newly baptized, “Keep the flame of faith alive in your 
heart.” This is one of the things that happens at Baptism. If you 
read that previous letter, you probably better understand that 
faith alone will allow you to walk the path to finding God in your 
life and growing in union with him. 
 This whole process can sort of be summarized in one word, 
which the celebrant used to describe what happen to you: 
“enlightened.” This was a term that was “coined” primarily by 
Saint Cyril of Jerusalem in the 4th century. It is found 
throughout his Jerusalem Catechesis, or “catechetical 
lectures,” which the Catholic Encyclopedia tells us “are among 
the most precious remains of Christian antiquity.” They include 
18 instructions delivered in Lent to those who were preparing 
for baptism, and 5 instructions given during Easter week to the 
same persons after their baptism. Saint Iranaeus, in his 
Treatise Against Heresies, gives us a brief description of what 
this meant to early Christians. Speaking of Jesus, he said, “His 
was the gift of salvation. To follow the Savior is to share in 
salvation; to follow the light is to enjoy the light. Those who are 
in the light do not illuminate the light but are themselves 
illuminated and enlightened by the light. They add nothing to 
the light; rather, they are beneficiaries, for they are enlightened 
by the light.”  
 No doubt, this thought was developed from reflecting on the 
Gospel of John where Jesus speaks of himself in many places 
as “The Light.” On one occasion, he said, "I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life" (Jn 8:12). On another, Jesus said, “I 
came into the world as light, so that everyone who believes in 
me might not remain in darkness” (Jn 12:46). Of course, in this 
week’s Gospel, we find Jesus healing the blind man by the 
Pool of Siloam. Just before the cure, he tells his disciples, 
“While I am in the world, I am the light of the world" (Jn 9:5).  
 Father John Nicholas Grou, S.J, in Manual for Interior 
Souls, Ch. 16, reflects on this passage and the interactions 
within and tells us, “The greatest of all evils is to think that we 
see when we do not see. This was the evil of the pretended 
wise men of paganism, and of the proud Pharisees of 
Judaism.” He drives home the idea of blindness with a contrast 
to enlightenment in a way applicable to all of us: 

Now, although Christianity has enlightened us in some 
degree on essential matters, it has not entirely done away 
with our blindness. As long as our trust in our own spirit, as 
long as our self-love reigns in us, so long we are blind in 
many respects, both as regards God and ourselves. As 
regards God: we understand nothing of His ways; we 

entertain quite false ideas as to holiness; we know not in 
what true virtue consists. As regards ourselves: the real 
mainspring of our dispositions is unknown to us; we can 
see the faults of others clearly enough, but our own faults 
are hidden from us; our judgment, in all that regards 
ourselves, is nothing but a delusion. And as this blindness 
affects the soul, the soul is not conscious of it, and cannot 
be; for how can she see by her own light that which she 
sees not? 
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world: He came to cure our 
blindness. But in doing this He exercises a kind of judgment 
which is full of goodness for some, and of justice for others. 
He gives sight to those who see not, and He blinds those 
who see. What do these words mean? Do they mean that 
amongst men, before our Lord enlightens them, there are 
some who see, and others who do not see? No: all are 
equally blind. But some, enlightened by grace as to their 
sad state, acknowledge humbly that they are blind; they 
implore our Lord earnestly and with importunity for their 
cure; and to them He will give sight, and He will never 
cease to grant them that sight as long as they make a good 
use of the light He has granted them, and allow themselves 
to be entirely guided by it. Others will not confess that they 
are blind, and these He will leave in their blindness, until it 
becomes incurable. Either they attribute to themselves the 
light they receive from Him, and appropriate it as if it came 
from themselves, and so, as a punishment, He takes it 
away from them; or they make a bad use of the light He 
gives them; they neglect its warnings; they fear it and fly 
from it; and so most justly do they deserve that He should 
deprive them of it.  

 What are we to do? How would Father Grou advise us? 
What words would we hear from him? Simply,  

Let us then imitate the poor blind man in the Gospel; let us 
be fully convinced that we are always enveloped in 
darkness, and that of ourselves we have no power to free 
ourselves from it. Let us say continually to Jesus Christ: 
Lord, that I may see! Give me light, either by Thine own 
voice in my soul, or by the voice of him whom Thou dost 
wish to be my guide. If we have to consider anything, let us 
fear to decide of ourselves; let us fear to act through a 
natural instinct, through a movement of passion, through 
prejudice, or human respect; but let us humbly ask of God 
that He will enlighten us, that He will show us the truth, and 
give us the strength and courage to follow it. Let us keep 
our soul in a state of continual dependence upon the Divine 
light, and let us feel convinced that if God's light leaves us 
for a single instant, we shall make a false step.  

 How have we used the light we’ve been given? Have we 
used it to overcome our blindness? It requires, Jesus says, 
“removing the wooden beam from our eye first; then we will 
see clearly.” For this, we need “the light” which is “holy.” But, 
he adds, if you give what’s holy to dogs or pearls to swine, 
they will trample them (see Mt 7:5-6). They are ignorant of 
riches placed before them. What about us? Will we “Walk 
while you have the light [and] believe in the light?” (Jn 12:35-
36). To which Father Grou would add, 

… let us be persuaded that we shall only be raised to the 
true knowledge of God in proportion as we know and feel 
our own nothingness. These are the two abysses which 
“call to each other” according to the expression of Holy 
Scripture. And blind as we are with regard to these two 
things, which nevertheless comprise everything for us, let 
us say with St Augustine, 

“Let me know Thee, Lord, and let me know myself!” 

      God’s Peace,  
 
 



Please go to the following link and 
sign up for Flocknote! (Please use a 

cell number, so you can receive 
texts) 

 Flocknote allows parishioners to 
stay in touch and learn about 

important updates regarding the 
ongoing cancellations. 

https://signup.flocknote.com/ 
 

Accessing Mass  
Wherever You Are 

 

Mass at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral 

Livestream 
Monday-Saturday at 7:00am 

Sunday at 10:15am 
https://www.saintpatrickscathedral.org/live 

 
St. Charles Borromeo during the plague in Italy, 1500’s. 

 
In 1500’s Europe, St. Charles Barromeo 

took to the streets, Monstrance in hand, to 
pray for an end to the plague and for its 

victims. 
On Thursday, March 19, 2020 at noon, our 
local priests appeared at the front door of 
parish churches around the county, and 

beyond, with the Blessed Sacrament, where 
they offered a Benediction for an end to the 

Corona virus pandemic. 
500 years later the healing power of Jesus 

in the Eucharist is just as powerful. 
In these times, let us not forget to pray for, 
and check up on, our family, friends, and 
fellow parishioners who may be in need of 
essentials such as food, or whom may just 

need a chat on the phone. 
Let us reflect the love and compassion of 
Saints and martyrs of the past as we get 

through this together. 
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                                                     More informaR 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
Please write your prayer intentions on the new lists at the back of the church. 

For the Sick: David Meyer, Ed Coates, Ella Dorothy Neidert, Dolly Marinelli 
 

For the Deceased: Dorothy Schlegel, Peggy Lee Romano, Carmen T. Holstrom, Joseph Ramon Gonzalez, 
Andrew Kimmel, Grace Kimmel, Madeline LoBasso, Margaret Corkett, Joseph Barca, Emerson “Bucky” Misner 
 

For those Serving in the Military:  

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
Masses are NOT public at this time. 

Saturday, March 21st 

SFX 4:30pm - Our Parish Family 
 
Sunday, March 22nd 
SFX 8:30am - Lawrence Schick 
    Requested by Dotty Schultz 
SFX 11:00am - Casablanca Andomino 
    Requested by The Parish 
 
Monday, March 23rd 
NO MASS 
 
Tuesday, March 24th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Wednesday, March 25th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Thursday, March 26th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Friday, March 27th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Saturday, March 28th 

SFX 4:30pm - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Sunday, March 29th 
SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish family 
SFX 11:00am - Maria Diella 
    Requested by the Parish 
 
Fr. Dennis will be saying Masses daily. If you would 
like to request a Mass Intention, please email or call 
the office. You can also contact us through replying 
on Flocknote. 

READINGSREADINGSREADINGSREADINGS    

 

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 
13-17, 34-38 

Collection 
March 21/22, 2020 

 

Total 
$.00 

 

Fr. Dennis will continue saying 

Mass daily while the church 

remains closed. 

We are working on setting up 
online giving so that we can stay 

afloat during this difficult time. 

We will send out a notice with 

more information, via Flocknote 

and our website, as soon as it 
becomes available. 

Thank you! 

 


