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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 29, 2020 FATHER DENNIS M.  DINAN  
Dear Parish Family, 
 We all have what we call “friends.” They may not actually 
be friends. They may be only acquaintances. Others may be 
people we love, but the love goes only one way. Friendships 
are different. Friendships can be good or bad. Hopefully, ours 
are meaningful! Since each of us is unique in ourselves, our 
friends receive something unique from us that no one else can 
give them. We also receive something from them that no one 
else can give us. Father James Schall, S.J., in What Is God 
Like, says that,  

This “influence” or "love" we bear to our friends ought to 
make them what they are, not more what we are or want 
them to be. Friends are in the nature of gifts, not artifacts. 
Friends are the highest realization of the notion that to us all 
things are gifts. The concept of gift, the donum, stands close 
to the essence of the highest things. 

 Accept this means our choice of friends is an extremely 
critical step in the course of our own personal development. 
Many times we go through the growing pains of finding out 
who our true friends really are. Saint Francis de Sales, in his 
Introduction to the Devout Life, gives us some basic 
understanding of what friendship is. He says,  

All love is not friendship, for one may love without any 
return, and friendship implies mutual love. Further, those 
who are bound by such affection must be conscious that it is 
reciprocal—otherwise there may be love but not friendship; 
and moreover, there must be something communicated 
between the friends as a solid foundation of friendship. 

 Since we know that friendships can be wholesome and 
harmful, the saint explains that,  

Friendship varies according to these communications, and 
they vary according to that which people have to 
communicate. If people share false and vain things, their 
friendship will be false and vain; if they share that which is 
good and true, their friendship will be good and true….  

Using a comparison he clarifies this even more saying, “That 
honey is best which is culled from the choicest flowers, and so 
friendship built upon the highest and purest intercommunion is 
the best.” Speaking of an example of a certain honey that was 
poisonous, so that those who eat it lose their senses, he says, 
“So the friendship which is based on unreal or evil grounds will 
itself be hollow and worthless.” 
 For that reason, we want the best from our friendships. So, 
we must seek and have the best friends. We could do this 
maybe by frequenting the best surroundings (after COVID-19 
crisis ends); maybe based on success others have had finding 
friends and what the friendships have done for them, friends 
who gave “the best.” Personally, I share my friends with new 
friends I make. It’s the best gift I can give them. 
 Two thousand years ago, Lazarus would’ve been a great 
or best example to follow and learn from about this. There 
were people then who thought this too! He had friendship with 
Jesus. And, he and his sisters gave a dinner for Jesus one 
day, when his sister Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with aromatic 
oil. And Saint John tells us, a “Large crowd of the Jews found 
out that he [Jesus] was there and came, not only because of 
Jesus, but also to see Lazarus” (Jn 12:9). What would they 
profit from a friendship with Lazarus? They would learn of the 
most important truth and gift we can find in this life: 

Jesus' friends do not die! 
 This is the most amazing thing to occur in the entire history 
of the human race: Jesus' friends do not die!  It doesn’t stop 
there either: Anyone who believes in him does not die! They 
might seem to die, but it is a dream—an illusion—their death is 

not definitive. That is the meaning of the miracle the Church 
presents to us today in the Gospel. It is the miracle, which 
crowns all of the miracles worked by Jesus—and there were 
miracles ranging from material things to life itself. In this case: 

Jesus does what he says he is: 
The Resurrection and the Life. 

 With Coronavirus staring us down each day, we all witness 
what distresses us in life: sickness (or any kind of incapacity or 
paralysis), suffering and death. But reflect on what happened 
to us at baptism. We became grounded in the three virtues of 
Faith, Hope and Charity. And, we said that Faith alone is the 
means of union with God—because of its “essential likeness” 
to the Divine, which bridges the (infinite) gap between God and 
us. It puts us in intimate contact with the Beloved of whom the 
Father spoke, “This is my Son, my beloved, with whom I am 
well pleased” (2 Pt 1:16-17) and who tells us through the 
gospel, “I have called you friends, because I have told you 
everything I have heard from my Father” (Jn 15:15). 
 Since we are talking of Jesus as "friend" now, observe 
here that a person need do no more than present its miseries 
and pain to him, the Beloved: for those who love wisely do not 
care to ask for that which they want and desire, but are 
satisfied with merely hinting at their necessities, so that the 
Beloved One may do what to him shall seem good. Note: All 
that the sisters of Lazarus did was send a message to Jesus, 
not to ask him to heal their brother, but only to say, "Master, 
the one you love is ill" (Jn 11:3). 
 What then will be the outcome for us having a true 
friendship with Jesus? We know at least this: First, he knows 
what is appropriate for us better than we do ourselves. 
Secondly, the Beloved is more compassionate towards us 
when he sees our necessities and our resignation. Thirdly, we 
are more secured against self-love and self-seeking when we 
represent our necessity, than when we ask for what we think 
we need. Here we act as Martha or Mary as we present our 
distresses. We tell our Beloved: that “I languish.” or that “You 
alone are my salvation.” or “Save me Lord; that I am suffering!” 
or “You are the resurrection and the life, and I am here dying.” 
It was what his mother did also. Mary simply stated, “They 
have no wine” (Jn 2:3). She let Jesus take over from there. 
 Jesus' friends do not die!  We cannot ask for more than 
that! The gospels proclaim this very unalterable fact. The 
apostle bore witness to this throughout the world. It does not 
mean, however, that everyone truly benefited from this. The 
enemies of Jesus, after this miracle, responded by searching 
for a way to kill him. The resurrection—the fact that Jesus' 
friends do not die , will therefore have either a positive or 
negative effect, according to one's faith. If one possesses an 
active faith (living out one's Baptismal Promises), the 
resurrection will involve life; if not, eternal death.  
 Our Church is apostolic—that is, our Church has been 
sent to testify that death has been and is overcome in the 
Lord's resurrection, and one of the most forceful testimonies 
prior to Christ's death is the resurrection of Lazarus. He who is 
the Resurrection and the Life merely said: 

“Lazarus, come forth!”  

And he did! 

Build a friendship with Jesus! 
Be a friend to Jesus! 

Jesus' friends do not die! 

      God’s Peace,  
 
 



Please go to the following link and 
sign up for Flocknote! (Please use a 

cell number, so you can receive 
texts) 

 Flocknote allows parishioners to 
stay in touch and learn about 

important updates regarding the 
ongoing cancellations. 

https://signup.flocknote.com/ 
 

Accessing Mass  
Wherever You Are 

 

Mass at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral 

Livestream 
Monday-Saturday at 7:00am 

Sunday at 10:15am 
https://www.saintpatrickscathedral.org/live 

 
St. Charles Borromeo during the plague in Italy, 1500’s. 

 
In 1500’s Europe, St. Charles Barromeo 

took to the streets, Monstrance in hand, to 
pray for an end to the plague and for its 

victims. 
On Thursday, March 19, 2020 at noon, our 
local priests appeared at the front door of 
parish churches around the county, and 

beyond, with the Blessed Sacrament, where 
they offered a Benediction for an end to the 

Corona virus pandemic. 
500 years later the healing power of Jesus 

in the Eucharist is just as powerful. 
In these times, let us not forget to pray for, 
and check up on, our family, friends, and 
fellow parishioners who may be in need of 
essentials such as food, or whom may just 

need a chat on the phone. 
Let us reflect the love and compassion of 
Saints and martyrs of the past as we get 

through this together. 
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                                                     More informaR 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
For the Sick: David Meyer, Ed Coates, Ella Dorothy Neidert, Dolly Marinelli, Elizabeth Stoddard 
 

For the Deceased: Dorothy Schlegel, Peggy Lee Romano, Carmen T. Holstrom, Joseph Ramon Gonzalez, 
Andrew Kimmel, Grace Kimmel, Madeline LoBasso, Margaret Corkett, Joseph Barca, Emerson “Bucky” Misner, 
Maria Frangipane 
 

For those Serving in the Military:  

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
Masses are NOT public at this time. 

Saturday, March 28th 

SFX 4:30pm - Our Parish Family 
 
Sunday, March 29th 
SFX 8:30am - Our Parish Family 
SFX 11:00am - Maria Diella 
    Requested by The Parish 
 
Monday, March 30th 
NO MASS 
 
Tuesday, March 31st 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Wednesday, April 1st 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Thursday, April 2 nd 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Friday, April 3 rd 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Saturday, April 4 th 

SFX 4:30pm - Available or Our Parish Family 
 
Sunday, April 5th 
SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish family 
SFX 11:00am - George Johnson 
    Requested by Eleanor Johnson 
 
Fr. Dennis will be saying Masses daily. If you would 
like to request a Mass Intention, please email or call 
the office. You can also contact us through replying 
on Flocknote. 

READINGSREADINGSREADINGSREADINGS    

 
Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Romans 8:8-11 

John 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 

Collection 
March 21/22, 2020 

 

Total 
$.00 

 

 

Fr. Dennis will continue saying 
Mass daily while the church 

remains closed. 

We are working on setting up 

online giving so that we can stay 

afloat during this difficult time. 
We will send out a notice with 

more information, via Flocknote 

and our website, as soon as it 

becomes available. 

Thank you! 

 


