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SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY, JUNE 7, 2020 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 During one of the summer Spiritual Direction seminars 
that the late Father Thomas Dubay used to offer to priests 
and religious, he insisted, and I paraphrase him here: “The 
more we appreciate the things about the Creator and the 
things of creation, the more we are contemplative, the more 
we are alive as persons. This means that if we do not 
respond to beauty or the wonders of creation, we are 
partially, and maybe half-dead!” 
 The mind is a great creative gift God has given to us. It 
allows us to reflect, to ponder, to ask the questions: 
“Why…?,” “What if…?,” etc. Remember, Mary “kept things 
in her heart” (Lk 2:51), i.e. she “thought” about them. She 
“wondered” about them. When we introduce important 
thoughts to our mind, it can cause us to “wonder.” There is 
plenty to wonder about with the things going on around us 
these days, especially in what God is doing in all of this. 
Wonder can move us to a state of “awe.” People who have 
experienced these things in their lives cannot imagine what 
life would be like without “wonder.” People who have not 
experienced it, or have so infrequently, do not know what 
they are missing and should seek to find “wonder” in their 
lives. Do you “wonder?” Do you take time to “wonder?” 
 Father Dubay once gave us an example of this from 
G.K. Chesterton’s life, who had a vivid sense about 
experiencing beauty—both created and non-created. He 
said that once when travelling, Chesterton missed a train. 
Reflecting on this, he said, “The way to catch a train is to 
miss the one before it.” In doing so, he was left in an old 
train station by himself during the month of November. He 
was “elated” that he could enjoy the beauties of the station, 
e.g. the mud stains on the windows, plus he found lots of 
other things. As well, if we are sensitive to the Lord, we will 
be sensitive to beauty—created and uncreated. Chesterton 
said, “Monotony has nothing to do with the place! There are 
no dreary sights, only dreary sightseers!” At Mass, Dubay 
said, if we are alive, we are going to be astonished at what 
we hear. Otherwise, we will be empty inside. 
 This is one of the advantages of “practicing” our faith. It 
does not just become something we do on Sundays. It 
becomes a part of us: the prayers, the teachings, the 
mysteries, etc. Actually, this is part of God’s plan to lead us 
to happiness, which only he can give. He relies on what we 
call a “covenant” formula. Throughout Salvation History, 
God has formed covenants with his people. Through these, 
God promised his protection and blessings. Rejection of the 
covenants, always meant punishment, not from God; but, 
by looking for happiness elsewhere, people would be 
preparing a punishment with their own hands. Carol 
Cardinal Martini, former Archbishop of Milan, mentions this 
in his reflections on the prophet Jeremiah, A Prophetic 
Voice in the City. He says that our happiness always lies in 
God’s will, found in the Covenant (we belong to the New 
Covenant which we celebrate in the Eucharist). He says 
that when we detach ourselves from this covenant, we 
loose our sense of values, experience a decline, and “we 
slowly plunge ourselves into unhappiness, boredom, 
disgust of life, and into the impossibility of finding our way.” 
Yes, this can be happening to some people during our 
pandemic lockdowns. One way out of this is reflecting on 
the wonders of God, or the mysteries that have been 
revealed to us, like the Most Holy Trinity which we celebrate 
today. This is not easy because it requires quiet and takes 
time and we are surrounded by so much noise and so many 

distractions. It is not easy either because our eyes, minds 
and senses want “instant gratification” like we get from TV 
or our computers. 
 We said a few weeks ago, we can learn from Saints like 
Teresa of Avila. She is just one of many who explain how 
our quest for God can proceed. In her book, Interior Castle, 
she tells how she envisioned the soul as “a castle made of 
a single diamond ... in which there are many rooms, just as 
in Heaven there are many mansions.” In the last mansion, 
she describes, that the soul, as if passing through, 

is brought into this Mansion by means of an intellectual 
vision, in which, by a representation of the truth in a 
particular way, the Most Holy Trinity reveals Itself, in all 
three Persons. First of all the spirit becomes enkindled 
and is illumined, as it were, by a cloud of the greatest 
brightness. It sees these three Persons, individually, and 
yet, by a wonderful kind of knowledge which is given to 
it, the soul realizes that most certainly and truly all these 
three Persons are one Substance and one Power and 
one Knowledge and one God alone; so that what we 
hold by faith the soul may be said here to grasp by sight, 
although nothing is seen by the eyes, either of the body 
or of the soul, for it is no imaginary vision. Here all three 
Persons communicate Themselves to the soul and 
speak to the soul and explain to it those words which the 
Gospel attributes to the Lord—namely, that He and the 
Father and the Holy Spirit will come to dwell with the 
soul which loves Him and keeps His commandments. 

 Until such time as any of us succeed in reaching the 
Seventh Mansion (Saint Teresa says that most people 
never pass the Third Mansion, but through their own fault), 
we must cry out with theologians like Karl Rahner, “how can 
I seek You, O distant God, how can I give myself up to You, 
when I haven’t even been able as yet to find myself?” 
 The ordinary circumstances of our daily lives can help 
us. We can call them the “sacraments of God’s will.” How 
the saints believed that God communicated much through 
these events! The secret is: we just have to pay attention. 
Jeanne-Pierre de Caussade in his work, The Sacrament of 
the Present Moment, Chapter 2, insists 

 There is not a moment in which God does not present 
Himself under the cover of some pain to be endured, of 
some consolation to be enjoyed, or of some duty to be 
performed. All that takes place within us, around us, or 
through us, contains and conceals His divine action. 
 It is really and truly there present, but invisibly present, 
so that we are always surprised and do not recognize His 
operation until it has ceased. If we could lift the veil, and if 
we were attentive and watchful God would continually 
reveal Himself to us, and we should see His divine action 
in everything that happened to us, and rejoice in it. At 
each successive occurrence we should exclaim: “It is the 
Lord,” and we should accept every fresh circumstance as 
a gift of God. 

 Yes, we will be in “awe” at what we have experienced. 
We will be left in “wonder!” 

     God’s Peace,  
 



  Reopening Our Churches for Weekdays
 

The following snippets are from information we received on Saturday, 
evening, June 6th with finalized plans on Sunday Evening, June 7th.  
 

 
 

Latest virus information, especially where there are back-to-back 
Masses, which we never have. 

 
 

To give everyone the opportunity to get to weekday Mass, we will use 
the Summer schedule we had last year: Tuesday & Thursday at 
6:30pm and Wednesday & Friday at 8:30am. Since we are unsure 
when Sunday Masses will resume, until that time we are adding two 
Masses on Saturday morning so those who cannot attend either of 
the Mass times during the week can have an opportunity to attend on 
the weekend: Our Lady of the Lake at 9:00am and Saint Francis 
Xavier at 11:00am (understanding that either can get bumped by a 
Funeral, so please sign up for Flocknote if you want to be notified). 
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Please Pray for our Parish Family 
 

For the Sick: David Meyer, Ed Coates, Ella Dorothy Neidert, Dolly Marinelli, Elizabeth Stoddard 
 

For the Deceased: Dorothy Schlegel, Peggy Lee Romano, Carmen T. Holstrom, Joseph Ramon Gonzalez, 
Andrew Kimmel, Grace Kimmel, Madeline LoBasso, Margaret Corkett, Joseph Barca, Emerson “Bucky” Misner, 
Maria Frangipane 
 

For those Serving in the Military: Lauren Warnick, Justin Warnick 

Mass Intentions
Masses ARE public at this time. 

 
Saturday, June 6th 

OLL 9:00am  - Our Parish Family 
 
SFX 11:00am - Peggy Corkett 
    Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
 

Monday, June 8th 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, June 9th 

SFX 6:30pm - Bryan Northam 
    Requested by The Rodden Family 
 

Wednesday, June 10th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 

Thursday, June 11th 

SFX 6:30pm - Available or Our Parish Family 
 

Friday, June 12th 

SFX 8:30am - Available or Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, June 13th 

OLL 9:00am - Edward Schultz 
    Requested by Dorothy Schultz 
 
SFX 11:00am - Elizabeth Walker 
    Requested by George Walter 
 
 
The Parish Office will be open starting 
Tuesday, June 9th if you have personal 
business Mass Intentions, etc..  

READINGS 

 

Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

John 3:16-18 
 

 

Please go to the following link and 
sign up for Flocknote! (Please use a 

cell number) 
 Flocknote allows parishioners to stay 
in touch and learn about important 

updates regarding the ongoing 
cancellations. 

https://signup.flocknote.com/ 

Father’s Day 
 
 
 

Cards will be in Churches. Or you 
can still email or call in your 

Father’s Day Intentions. 


