
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Last Week’s Collection 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 20, 2022 
 

 

Weekly Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $ 1,169.00 
Our Lady of the Lake 223.00 
   
Capital Improvements 
St. Francis Xavier 491.00 
Our Lady of the Lake 63.00 
 
Other: 
Repairs & Maintenance 110.00 
 
Collection Total $2,056.00 
 

Thank you! 
 

 

Attendance 
SFX: 31+48=79+OLL: 17=96 

 

Saturday, February 26th 
FX 4:30pm –Fr. William Scully 
 Request by a friend 
 

Sunday, February 27th 
OLL 9:00am –Frank Kutcher 
 Request by Mary Jane Nober 
 

SFX 11:00am –.Anthony “Zak” Zaccari 
 Request by Dorothy Schultz 
  

Monday, February 28th 
 NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, March 1st 
SFX 8:30am -Tomas 
 Request by His Cousin 
 

Wednesday, March 2nd- 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 or available 
 

SFX 6:30m -Our Parish Family 
 or available 
 

Thursday, March 3rd 
SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 or available 
 

Friday, March 4th 
SFX 8:30am -Richard Shannon 
 Request by Friends 
 

Saturday, March 5th 
FX 4:30pm –Walter & Florence Huber 
 Request by Dorothy Schultz 
 

Sunday, March 6th 
OLL 9:00am –Bruce Meyer 
 Request by Mary Jane Nober 
 

SFX 11:00am –Marty Ferrick 
 Request by Wendell & Lillian Putz 

MASS 
SCHEDULE 
 
@ SFX: 
        8:30 am  
          & 
        6:30 pm 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
will be said every Wednesday during 
Lent at St. Francis Xavier at 5:30pm 
starting on Wednesday, March 9th. 
THERE WILL BE NO STATIONS ON 
ASH WEDNESDAY. 

REV. DENNIS M. DINAN, PASTOR 
  
TELEPHONE: (845) 252-6681 
FAX: (845) 252-6519 
WEB ADDR: www.sfxnarrowsburg.com 
 www.ollhuntington.com 
EMAIL: sfxnarrowsburg@gmail.com 
 
REL ED OFFICE: (845) 252-6681 
EMAIL: sfxololre@gmail.com 
 

151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 
 

Masses 
 Saturday 4:30pm 
 Sunday 11:00am 
 Tuesday through  
     Friday 8:30am 
 Holydays as announced 
 

Confessions 
Saturdays 4:00pm 

 or by appointment 
 

Rosary: Friday after 8:30am Mass 6590 State Route 52,  
Lake Huntington (Cochecton) 

 
Masses 
 Sunday                             9:00am 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
WEEK OF 2/27/22 

WEDNESDAY                      9AM-2PM 
OR BY APPOINTMENT: 

(845) 252-6681  
option 9 to leave a message for Father Dennis 

 

Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting? 
       1Corinthians 15:56 



Dear Parish Family, 
 We begin today with a very small reading from 
the Old Testament, one we rarely hear, one 
rarely referenced, but packed with insight and 
meaning, a help meant to gauge our speech: 
When a sieve is shaken, the husks appear; so do 
one s faults when one speaks. 
As the test of what the potter molds is in the 
furnace, so in tribulation is the test of the just. 
The fruit of a tree shows the care it has had; so too 
does one’s speech disclose the bent of one’s mind. 
Praise no one before he speaks, for it is then that 
people are tested.  Sirach 27:4-7 

 I received a new commentary this week which 
is dedicated to our Sunday Readings. I wanted to 
give you a sample of this so that you can get a 
glimpse of studying Sacred Scripture with a 
source that can help break down the text as to 
shed light on at least what the literal text is 
saying, and therefore, how profitable it is. Called 
Food for the Soul by Peter Kreeft, does just that. 
Though I wanted to give you more, the following 
will hope to shed light on only our First Reading. 
 Dr. Kreeft, a wise and well-known philosopher, 
tells us: “Today’s Old Testament passage, from 
the book of Sirach, gives three analogies to 
illustrate the principle that our speech is 
important because it reveals what is in our souls, 
our hearts.” He then continues with his own 
reflection or commentary and personal remarks. 
The following are his words, not mine. He says 
more than you will find here, but obviously space 
is limited and I had to be selective. 
 The first is a sieve. A sieve, like a colander, 
sifts out larger things, like stones, from smaller 
things, like sand. In Israel, sieves were used to 
sift out the outer, dead husk or chaff of a grain 
like wheat from the inner, soft, living grain that 
would be used to make bread. The small and 
edible wheat passed through the holes of the 
sieve while the large and inedible chaff remained 
in the sieve. Sirach is saying that speech is like a 
sieve: it reveals the hard, dead, ugly, useless 
husks in our minds and hearts, and it separates 
them from the soft, living, beautiful, and good 
things there. 
 Sirach’s second analogy is a potter’s furnace, 
which tests the clay and hardens it into a pot. Our 
conversation not only reveals our heart but also 
tests our heart and hardens our heart into one 
shape or another. Words have power. They are 
like fire. You have to take care when you use fire, 
so you ought to take care when you use words. 
 The third analogy is fruit on a tree. You can’t 
see the past care that the fruit grower gave to his 
trees, but you can see its effects. Loving care of 
a tree produces good fruit; neglect produces no 

fruit, little fruit, or inedible fruit. As Jesus says, 
“By their fruits you will know them” (Matt. 7:16). 
And Sirach here applies that to our words. You 
cannot see other peoples souls, but you can hear 
their words, and their words come from their 
souls and reveal their souls. Words are the fruits 
on the tree of the soul. Ugly, hateful, wicked, 
shallow, stupid words reveal ugly, hateful, 
wicked, shallow, or stupid souls. Beautiful, loving, 
righteous, deep, and reasonable words reveal 
those qualities in the soul. 
 And there is a feedback effect: words not only 
reveal souls but also condition souls. Just as 
good souls make good speech, good speech 
helps make good souls. And just as bad souls 
make bad speech, bad speech helps make bad 
souls. Every act has that feedback effect 
because acts produce habits. The same blow of 
the lumberjack’s axe that weakens the tree also 
strengthens his muscles, and the same blow of 
the murderer’s axe that softens his victim’s neck 
also hardens the murderer’s soul. Words are like 
blows of an axe; they have a double effect: in the 
soul of the hearer and in the soul of the speaker. 
An attack on the life of an innocent person, born 
or unborn, is also an attack on the life of the 
killer’s conscience. And an act of love to another 
is also an act of love to yourself. 
 This is the truth behind the commandment not 
to take God’s name in vain, not to treat holy 
things carelessly in your speech, because that 
both reveals and increases how careless your 
heart is, how uncaring your love is. The more you 
love someone, the more care you take to protect 
them, in speech as well as in physical actions. 
You don’t use your mother’s name as a swear 
word unless you hate your mother. The same 
applies to God and to anything that is holy and 
beautiful. For instance, sex. If you believe that 
sex is holy and beautiful, because God invented 
it and made it the vehicle for procreating new 
immortal souls, each of which has infinite and 
incalculable value and is destined for eternal joy 
in heaven—if you believe that, you will try very 
hard not to use the f-word. Because using it 
shows what you think sex is: something dirty. 
God profoundly disagrees with you. And it is not 
a safe thing to do to disagree with God. 
 The ultimate source of this point, the power 
and importance of words, is in the nature of God 
himself, in the Trinity, where the Word of God is 
both with God and is God. Words are important 
because “in the beginning was the Word” (John 
1:1). 
 Hoping that you found this helpful. 

      God’s Peace,  

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Regularly scheduled on available Sundays of each month after our last Mass. 
Arrangements are made by contacting the Rectory. One Godparent is required and must 
be 14, confirmed, a practicing Catholic, and obtain a Sponsor Certificate from their parish. 
Only one male and one female Godparent is permitted. Parents should be registered in 
the parish and meet with priests. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior to wedding date. Marriage 
Preparation Conferences must be attended. Either the Bride or the Groom must be a 
registered parishioner or be associated with the parish. They must meet with the parish 
priest before a wedding date can be scheduled.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades K-8 meet Sundays. Contact the Religious Ed Office to register children. We ask 
families to be registered & involved parishioners. Children must be baptized. Parents & 
children are expected to attend Mass each week. 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
For the Sick: David Meyer, Ed Coates, Michael Harter, Marilyn, Dolly Marinelli, Dennis & Eileen Falk, 
Patricia Dempsey, Neba Ricardo, Alison Greenfield, Jim Schalk, Bob Drollinger, Walter Maers, Carol A. 
Pagnozzi, Eddie Negron, Tim Stein, Pat Russo, Etta Pierce, Helen Barr, Paul Genco 
For the Deceased: Peggy Lee Romano, Carmen T. Holstrom, Joseph Ramon Gonzalez, Hilda Bielfeld, 
Andrew Kimmel, Grace Kimmel, Madeline LoBasso, Margaret Corkett, Joseph Barca, Emerson “Bucky” 
Misner, Maria Frangipane, Elizabeth Stoddard, Victor Rodriguez, Father John Bida, Margaret Klotz, 
William Pammer, Francis Clark, James Clark, Alice Herrmann, George F. Wagner Jr., Dottie Schlegel, 
Karen Bernas, William Jay Everett, Ella Dorothy Neidert, Dominic Winum, Patricia Prendergrast, 
Marguerite Daley, Toya Espinosa, Wasyl Puszkydsa, Mary Reda, Marian Reda, Ronald Scheuren, 
Beverly Zeman, Jack Kelly, Elizabeth McMurray, Mark Yewchuk, Mary Smith, Anthony Zaccari, Fr. 
Thomas Jones, Maurice Gilbert, Elizabeth Hartey 
For those Serving in the Military: Lauren Warnick, Justin Warnick, Thomas Muller, Olivia Kaleniak 

 

 

https://www.usccb.org/
prayer-
worship/liturgical-
year/lent 


