
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Last Week’s Collection 
Eighteenth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time   

July 31, 2022 
 

 

Weekly Collection 
St. Francis Xavier $1,247.00 
Our Lady of the Lake 333.00 
 
Other: 
Capital Improvements $10.00 
Repairs & Maintenance 20.00 
 
Collection Total $1,610.00 
 
 

Thank you! 
 

Attendance 
SFX:52+61=113+OLL:48=161 

 

 

Saturday, Aug. 6th 
SFX 4:30pm -Anastasia “Chickie” Regina 
 Request by Al & Linda Smith 
 

Sunday, Aug. 7th 
OLL 9:00am -Paul Genco & Ed Carlson 
 Request by Frank Genco 
     Eugene Meyer 
 Request by Mildred Meyer 
 

SFX 11:00am – Thomas Connolly III 
 Request by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
 

Monday, Aug. 8th 
 NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, Aug. 9th 
SFX 1pm -Our Parish Family 
 With Catholic Daughters of America 
 

Wednesday, Aug. 10th 
SFX 8:30am Agnes Timberger 
 Request by A Friend 
 

Thursday, Aug. 11th 
SFX 5:30pm -Our Parish Family 
 or available 
 

Friday, Aug. 12th 
SFX 8:30am -Our Parish Family 
 or Available 
 

Saturday, Aug. 13th 
SFX 4:30pm -Jeff Chorba 
 Request by Regina Moran 
 

Sunday, Aug. 14th 
OLL 9:00am -Paul Genco 
 Request by Diane Genco 
 

SFX 11:00am – Deceased Members of Smith  
   & Billott Families 
 Request by Family 
       Ken Russell 
 Request by Lillian Russell 

REMINDER!! 
Today is the last day to sign 
up to attend our parish lunch 
after the 11AM Mass next 
Sunday, August 14th, 2022.    
Sign up sheets are in back of 
church.  Open to all 
parishioners, families, and 
summer visitors.  Please 
come and enjoy a meal and 
community!  

 

Please continue to support the Narrowsburg Ecumenical 
Food Pantry  . Donations are especially needed at this time 
of soaring food prices. Boxes are located at Pete’s Market, the 
Narrowsburg Post Office and at the entry of St. Francis Xavier 
Church.  Or make checks payable to: 
 “Ecumenical Food Pantry” and mail to: 
  PO Box 54, Narrowsburg, NY 12764.    

REV. DENNIS M. DINAN, PASTOR 
  
TELEPHONE: (845) 252-6681 
FAX: (845) 252-6519 
WEB ADDR: www.sfxnarrowsburg.com 
 www.ollhuntington.com 
EMAIL: sfxnarrowsburg@gmail.com 
 
REL ED OFFICE: (845) 252-6681 
EMAIL: sfxololre@gmail.com 
 

151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 
 

 

Masses 
 Saturday 4:30pm 
 Sunday 11:00am 
 Monday NO MASS 
 Tuesday & Thursday 5:30pm 
 Wednesday & Friday 8:30am 
 Holydays as announced 
 

Confessions 
Saturdays 4:00pm 

 or by appointment 
 

Rosary: Friday after 8:30am Mass 

6590 State Route 52,  
Lake Huntington (Cochecton) 

 

Masses 

 Sunday                             9:00am 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
WEEK OF 8/7 

WEDNESDAY                  9AM-1 PM 
FRIDAY             9AM-10AM 

OR BY APPOINTMENT  
(845) 252-6681  

option 9 to leave a message for  
Father Dennis 

 
Parable of the Unfaithful Servant 
Source:    Wikimedia 
Artist:     Unknown Master, German  
(active 1560s in North Germany) 



Dear Parish Family, 
 As I read today’s Readings, it was like hitting a 
“rumble-strip,” those noisy strips they put on our 
roads to alert us. It was Jesus speaking in the 
gospel, “Gird your loins and light your lamps and 
be like servants who await their master’s return 
from a wedding, ready to open immediately when 
he comes and knocks” (Luke 12:35-36). I am 
referring to, “Gird your loins.” Though I am 
familiar with the phrase, I read thus not just for 
my own benefit. I try to imagine what you think 
when you hear certain things. Does, “Gird your 
loins;” have any place in your world, language or 
customs these days?  
 Clearly, Jesus is talking to people who knew 
what he meant and could apply it to what he was 
saying. Not so easy for us! Looking for 
metaphors, a Thesaurus showed that “gird” comes 
from the same root as the word “girth” and we 
know what that is! The “dinosaur” also was able 
to show three ways in which this might be used: 
1) to prepare oneself for a military confrontation 
—for battle; 2) to put a girdle on or around 
something; and 3) bind with something round or 
circular.  
 That’s useful, as men of old wore tunics, not 
pants, even in battle. Tunics were hazards in 
certain conditions. They thus knew how to fold 
garments, preventing them, or loose ends, from 
getting caught on things, or getting twisted or 
knotted about their feet, causing stumbling or 
falls. The following describes how girding is 
done: 
First, lift up the fabric of the full-length tunic so 
it is above the knees. Then, collect the excess 
material in front of you, pulling the material 
forward so the back of your tunic is snug against 
your backside. Next, tuck the gathered front 
material between your legs and gather it behind 
you. At this point, collect half of the material in 
each hand, on each side of your back, wrapping 
each side of the material around your waist and 
tying it together in front. 

“Gird your loins” was an expression, familiar 
enough, which God chose to use when speaking to 
his people to prepare for action (hard work, a 
journey, warfare, etc.). 
 In the Book of Job, several “quarrels” take 
place. Towards the end, we find Job questions 
God about his condition that he has permitted. 
Twice, God answers him; but, prefaces his words 
to Job with, “Gird up your loins now, like a man; 
I will question you, and you tell me the answers!” 
(Job 38:3, 40:7). Thus, God is saying to him, 
“Enough! You think you’re so smart? Stand up 
like a man now! You better be prepared! You and 
I are going into battle!” And God goes on with a 
series of questions Job could never answer, like 
“Where were you when I founded the earth?” 
And, there are many more.  
 This is not trivial stuff. This is inspired like the 
rest of Sacred Scripture. We can learn from it, and 
from people like Job, Moses, or the prophet 
Jeremiah that God will let us “battle” with him. It 
can be a prayerful experience! We must learn to 

do it. We must also do it reverently. 
 When God called Jeremiah as a prophet, he 
knew something of what he was getting into. He 
tried to squirm out of it, as any of us would 
probably do, basically saying, “You know, I can’t 
do it!” Like so many others, he had his excuses 
ready, “I know not how to speak; I am too young” 
(Jer 1:6). God’s response to him, “Do you gird 
your loins; stand up and tell them all that I 
command you. Be not crushed on their account, as 
though I would leave you crushed before them” 
(Jer 1:17). Also, in a very difficult and perilous 
situation, the Lord told the prophet Nahum, “Keep 
watch on the road, gird your loins, marshall all 
your strength!” (Nahum 2:2). And to us, maybe, 
“Come! Get it together!” 
 The Apostle Peter surprises us, using the 
saying analogically in his teaching, “Gird up the 
loins of your mind, live soberly, and set your 
hopes completely on the grace to be brought to 
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet 1:13). 
He is telling them/us, “prepare yourselves and 
your minds” and then explains what he expects of 
us, “Like obedient children, do not act in 
compliance with the desires of your former 
ignorance but, as he who called you is holy, be 
holy yourselves in every aspect of your conduct, 
for it is written, ‘Be holy because I (am) holy’” (1 
Pet 1:14-16). 
 No doubt, to follow God and his Son Jesus 
Christ is not always a picnic. It is often a struggle. 
Repeatedly, we have to battle, not only with God, 
but the devil, others, and battle with ourselves, 
too. To the Corinthians, Saint Paul likened our 
spiritual journey to that of trained, fit athletes (cf. 
1 Cor 9:25-27). Our training and required fitness 
we can call “Spiritual Exercises.” This kind of 
effort is described as crucial to win “the battle.”  
 This “struggle” has been described by spiritual 
writers down through the centuries as a spiritual 
“battle” or “combat.” One example is The 
Spiritual Combat, written by Father Lawrence 
Scupoli. It has stood the test of time for over 400 
years and is still in print. The first chapter, 
“Preliminary Words on Perfection—The Four 
Things Necessary for This Combat,” begins with 
these words: 
CHRISTIAN SOUL! If you seek to reach the 
loftiest peak of perfection, and to unite yourself 
so intimately with God that you become one 
with spirit with Him, you must first know the 
true nature and perfection of spirituality in order 
to succeed in the most sublime undertaking that 
can be experienced or imagined. 

 Classics like this provide principles and 
practices that can be very helpful for us to learn 
and keep handy in our Spiritual Lives, because 
there will be plenty of times we’ll need to “gird 
up the loins of our minds,” knowing we’re 
heading into battle—into a Spiritual Combat! 
    God’s Peace,  

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Regularly scheduled on available Sundays of each month after our last Mass. Arrangements are 
made by contacting the Rectory. One Godparent is required and must be 14, confirmed, a practicing 
Catholic, and obtain a Sponsor Certificate from their parish. Only one male and one female 
Godparent is permitted. Parents should be registered in the parish and meet with priests. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior to wedding date. Marriage Preparation 
Conferences must be attended. Either the Bride or the Groom must be a registered parishioner or be 
associated with the parish. They must meet with the parish priest before a wedding date can be 
scheduled.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades K-8 meet Sundays. Contact the Religious Ed Office to register children. We ask families to be 
registered & involved parishioners. Children must be baptized. Parents & children are expected to 
attend Mass each week. 

Info Session 
Adult and Graduate Programs 
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 
Time: 5:30 pm  to  7:00 pm  
Location: Via Zoom   

We invite you to join us on Zoom 
If you're juggling work, family and other responsibilities, we can offer the support, 
flexibility and inspiration you need to realize your goals. Register now for our next 
virtual Information Session for Graduate and Undergraduate Adult students. 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
For the Sick: Ed Coates, Michael Harter, Marilyn, Dolly Marinelli, Dennis & Eileen Falk, Patricia 
Dempsey, Neba Ricardo, Alison Greenfield, Jim Schalk, Bob Drollinger, Walter Maers, Carol A. 
Pagnozzi, Eddie Negron, Tim Stein, Pat Russo, Etta Pierce, Helen Barr, Eleanor Johnson,  
For the Deceased: Hilda Bielfeld, Elizabeth Stoddard, Victor Rodriguez, Father John Bida, Margaret 
Klotz, William Pammer, Francis Clark, James Clark,, Karen Bernas, William Jay Everett, Ella Dorothy 
Neidert, Dominic Winum, Patricia Prendergrast, Marguerite Daley, Toya Espinosa, Wasyl Puszkydsa,  
Ronald Scheuren, Beverly Zeman, Jack Kelly, Elizabeth McMurray, Mark Yewchuk, Mary Smith, 
Anthony Zaccari, Fr. Thomas Jones, Maurice Gilbert, Elizabeth Hartey, Linda Blaso, Anastasia 
“Chickie” Regina, Paul Genco, Annie Puszkydra 
For those Serving in the Military: Lauren Warnick, Justin Warnick, Thomas Muller, Olivia Kaleniak 

September 16th-18th, 2022 - join 
hundreds of single Catholics from 
across the country (and beyond!) at 
the 21st National Conference for Single 
Catholics at the Westfields Marriott in 
Chantilly, VA (DC Metro Area). The 
weekend includes talks by dynamic 
speakers, music, social events, Mass, 
adoration, opportunities for 
confession, fellowship, food and 
more.Visit 
www.NationalCatholicSingles.com for 
more information and to register. 
(Can’t find your question answered on 
the website? Call 512-766-5798.) 


