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The Sacrament of Baptism


Congratulations on the birth of your child. The Christian Community of Saint Francis Xavier Church looks forward to welcoming your child into the Church and into our Parish Family. We wish to do everything we can to provide a beautiful and meaningful Baptism Ceremony for you and your child. And so, we ask that you read carefully the points mentioned herein.


Those parents wishing to have their child baptized at Saint Francis Xavier Church must contact the Rectory for arrangements, Baptisms are usually scheduled on any available Sunday of the Month after the last Mass, unless some other need exists. Given the business of Sundays, we ask you as a matter of courtesy to be on time.


When parents request baptism for their child, they should be able to discuss the following with the parish Priest:

1. their reason for requesting Baptism;

2. the specific area of need for preparation, e.g., their familiarity with the beliefs and prayers of the Church, especially the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer;

3. the religious training that they have given to older children;

4. their regular participation in the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist.


In preparation for your child’s Baptism, we require that new parishioners and parents of children receive adequate instructions and/or make an appointment to meet with a Priest or other member of the Parish Staff prior to the Baptism, to discuss the dignity and responsibility of Baptism and their roles as Christian parents.


Sometimes parents request Baptism in a parish outside the territory in which they reside. The guidelines for “crossing” parish lines would include:

1. a special relationship with the other parish or one of its Priests;

2. permission of the Pastor;

3. full participation in the preparation required of either parish.


The Godparents, together with the parents, are to profess the Church’s faith in which the child is being baptized. In order to carry out his/her proper liturgical function, a Godparent should:

1. be someone other than the mother or father of the one to be baptized;

2. be mature enough to undertake this responsibility (Canon Law specifies no less than 16 years of age, the Archdiocese of New York permits those who are at least 14 years of age);

3. have received the three Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist;

4. be a member of the Catholic Church, canonically free to carry out this office;

5. be someone who can share with you the task of handing on the faith;

6. if not from Saint Francis Xavier Parish, must obtain a Sponsor Certificate from their own parish and present it at least one month before the date of Baptism.


When, for a just cause, parents wish to have a non-Catholic Christian act as a Christian Witness, the following guidelines are to be observed:

1. before extending this invitation to a non-Catholic, consult with the priest who will assist you in evaluating the reason for this choice;

2. a Christian of another Communion is not permitted to act as a Godparent at Baptism in the liturgical and canonical sense. However, one can be admitted, with a Catholic Godparent, as a Christian Witness of the Baptism. In these cases, the responsibility of the Christian education of the candidate belongs of itself to the Godparent who is a member of the Catholic Church;

3. it follows from the above that an UNBAPTIZED PERSON (Jewish, Hindu, etc.), CANNOT ACT as a Godparent or Christian Witness in a Catholic Baptism.


At least one Godparent is required for the celebration of Baptism. At most, two are permitted, in which case one must be male and the other female.


Baptism plunges one into the Paschal Mystery of Christ’s Death and Resurrection. This relationship helps to explain why, in the history of the Church, the most appropriate moment for the celebration of Initialization has always been the Easter Vigil, when the Church annually celebrates and, in a special way, makes present the Mystery of the Lord’s Passage. Every Sunday is a celebration of the Resurrection. It is the principal feast of Christ’s rising to new life.


If there will be several children baptized at the same Ceremony, it is so important for you and your guests to arrive a few minutes early so as not to delay the other families. In cases where the family requests the presence of a priest outside of the parish to perform the Baptism, the ceremony would better be celebrated at a time apart from the regularly scheduled Baptism. Priests invited to administer the Sacrament of Baptism are asked to notify the Rectory beforehand so that preparations may be made.


Many people ask about this. In many places, an offering to the Church is customary at the time of Baptism. It is not obligatory. It helps! However, this is something you can determine yourselves.

If pictures are to be taken at the Ceremony, the photographer should conduct him/herself in a reverent manner suitable for the Sacrament. Please ask him/her not to leave his or her seat unless invited. Since the babies to be baptized are understandably restless an that day, mothers should come prepared with bottles or pacifiers.


We are looking forward to your joyous, prayerful and memorable Baptism. If you have any further questions, please call us. The telephone number at the Rectory is (845) 252-6681.
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