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St. Philip the Apostle



Last month Pope Francis went on a “penitential pilgrimage” to Canada with the express 
purpose of apologizing for the abuses committed by Catholic missionaries in the 
country’s notorious residential schools for many years. On the shore of Lac Ste Anne 
he paused to pray for healing and forgiveness. “Help us to be healed of our wounds,” he 
prayed as thousands looked on.
The residential schools were established by the Canadian government in an attempt 
to assimilate the young people of the Indigenous Peoples, discarding their cultures, 
languages and traditions. But in colorful receptions the various tribes and peoples welcomed the pope in traditional 
dress, accompanied by their music and other symbolic actions.

“I am here because the first step of my penitential pilgrimage among you is that of again asking forgiveness, of 
telling you once more that I am deeply sorry,” he said in his first speech on his six-day journey to Canada. And 
while some will say that his apology “is not enough”, others look forward to a future in which the Church and the 
Indigenous Peoples will cooperate in making the world a better place. Healing relationships takes time, but it 
also requires cooperation from both sides who are willing to put the past behind them and work to build a better 
relationship.

Contractors were working on the rectory basement recently, replacing drywall and making the space “livable”. The 
waterproofers replaced our two smaller sump pumps with larger industrial units that are capable of draining more 
water at a faster pace since the drain pipes are considerably larger than the original ones. They also reinforced the 
basement wall between the garage and the basement, which was at risk of collapse because of the tremendous 
water pressure generated by six feet of water in the garage. The basement had about three feet of water. The next 
step will be to have the walls painted and the new radiators mounted on the walls, making the space available for 
meetings. We are also waiting for replacement air conditioning units for the basement and the kitchen.

I read recently that a large number of parents of young children (6 months – 5 years old) are not planning on 
having their children vaccinated with the COVID vaccine. This saddens me because it means they are putting their 
children at risk of contracting the virus. I am not a doctor but I have several doctors whom I see over the year and 
every one of them is confident that being vaccinated is a safer option than not being vaccinated. So if you are one 
of those parents who is uncertain, talk to your child’s pediatrician and follow their advice.
When I first arrived here four years ago I discovered that our parish owed the archdiocese over $500,000 for bills 
not paid. Working carefully with our accountant, finance council, parish consultant and the archdiocesan finance 
office, we have managed to work out a plan to pay down the debt. Currently our debt is about $250,000, still a lot 
of money, but much better than half a million. And we are keeping up with current bills as well, rather than putting 
them off, which adds to the debt. I not only want to thank these advisers but I also want to thank you, my fellow-
parishioners, for your continued, and in many cases increased support of our parish. Without you we would not 
be here.

Archdiocesan policy allows for four weeks of vacation for every priest in active ministry. Fr Mark returned from 
his vacation recently.  I intend to take some of my vacation later this month, though due to obligations I will only 
be taking twelve days right now. I have no major plans yet, but am looking into some options. If none of them pan 
out I do have a place to go in Somerset County, which I consider my “getaway” when I take my weekly overnight. 
I hope that you have had some vacation time, or if you have not, that you will plan to take some time. Remember 
only the devil doesn’t take a day off.

In the Lord’s Love,
Fr Bruce
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A Note from the Pastor



Saturday	 August	6th	Transfiguration	of	the
	 Lord
8:30 am  For Our Benefactors
5:30 pm † Collin J. Gleason - 1st Anniversary

Sunday August 7th
7:00 am For the People
10:00 am The Kovolisky Family 
12:00 pm † Joseph Bonanno

Monday	 August	8th	St.	Dominic
7:00 am † Richard Callinan
8:30 am † Joseph Ceccacci

Tuesday	 August	9th
7:00 am † Helen M Clark
8:30 am † Florence Smith

Wednesday	August	10th	St.	Lawrence
7:00 am † Roseanne Vigna
8:30 am † Margaret Rostkowski

Thursday	 August	11th	St.	Clare
7:00 am † Victor Oliveti
8:30 am † Blake Katkowski

Friday	 August	12th
7:00 am † Thomas & Lillian Gatens
8:30 am † Arlene Frola
 
Saturday	 August	13th
8:30 am † Bill Duffy
5:30 pm † Giuseppe Vullo

Sunday	 August	14th
7:00 am † Richard Ardito
10:00 am For the People
12:00 pm † Joseph Janiga

Mass Intentions for the Week

August	7,	2022

Monday	 Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c;
 Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14;
 Mt 17:22-27

Tuesday	 Ez 2:8—3:4;
 Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131;
 Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14

Wednesday	2 Cor 9:6-10;
 Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9;
 Jn 12:24-26

Thursday Ez 12:1-12;
 Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62;
 Mt 18:21 — 19:1

Friday	 Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or Ez 16:59-63;
 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6;
 Mt 19:3-12

Saturday Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; 16:1-2;
 Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19;
 Mt 19:13-15

Sunday Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18;
 Heb 12:1- 4;
 Lk 12:49-53

Readings for the Week
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Sanctuary	Candle	 † Lee Deedmeyer, Jr.

Holy	Family	Candle	 † Paulo Remuszka
   10th Anniversary 

St.	Therese	Candle	 † Andrew Majkowicz 

St.	Anthony	Candle	 † Paul Gara 

St.	Jude	Candle	 † William Duffy 

Bread	and	Wine	 Ann Gross’ Birthday 

Memorials for August

Betty Agnello, Ella Alberta, Ross Alfieri, Kathy Barone, 
Jacob Berard, Georgine Brancato, Marianne Cappello, 
John Choma, JoAnn Daleo, Jim Fasano, Rosalie Gerber, 
Patty H., Marie Kenny, Wanda Kozloski, Beverly Kunz, 
Justin Langfield, Lena Lepore, Marilyn McPartland, Bill 
Meurer, Jackie Meurer, Lena Pizzullo, Carmela Skunda, 
Stephen Stupalski, Judy Swank, Pamela Swenson, Hen-
ry Wortche

(This list will be updated monthly please call the rectory if 
names need to be added or removed)

Miles Doria Bautista
July 30th, 2022
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Lectionary Spirituality

19	Ord		August	7,	2022

First Reading  Wisdom 18:6-9
Second Reading Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
Gospel   Luke 12:32-48 or 12:35-40

Beginning in chapter 11 the author of Wisdom discuss-
es various ways that God provided for the Israelites 
during the Exodus. In today’s reading we hear his fifth 
example: the death of the first-born in Egypt. In one 
act, the Passover, God “punished our adversaries, (and) 
glorified us” (v.8). In obedience to God’s command they 
offered the prescribed sacrifice, carrying “out with one 
mind the divine institution” (v 9). Their obedient re-
sponse in faith was in light of God’s care for them.

The author of the letter to the Hebrews puts forth Abra-
ham as an example of faith. “He went out, not knowing 
where he was to go” (v 8). His faith also brought him 
“power to generate” (v 11) leading to the birth of Isaac. 
And in this same faith, he “was ready to offer his only 
son” (v 17). Throughout this chapter our author illus-
trates the faith of key figures in salvation history to en-
courage us to stand firm in our own faith.

In today’s gospel we learn that the faithful servant is a 
vigilant servant. The early church lived with the expec-
tation that Jesus’ return would occur in the near future. 
Thus there is a sense of urgency in the early letters and 
in some of the remembered teachings of Jesus. “Gird 
your loins and light your lamps,” (v 35) he advises. “For 
at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come” 
(v 40). Today we know that their expectation was mis-
guided for we are still waiting for Jesus’ return near-
ly two thousand years later. But we too are called to 
live vigilant lives in anticipation of his return. There is 
much to be done in the divine household. As members 
of Christ’s body we have been “entrusted with much” 
and “much will be required” (v 48).

For reflection: How can I strengthen my faith in God? 
How can I make the world ready to welcome the return 
of the messiah?



Collection of the Week

July 24th, 2022
Sunday Collection    $4,105.00
Faith Direct Avg. Weekly   $2,653.50
Assessment         $40.00
Total	Collection		 	 	 $6,758.50

Buildings & Grounds    $200.00

St. Vincent de Paul

In this Gospel, Jesus says “Sell your 
belongings and give alms. Provide 
money bags for yourselves that do 
not wear out, an inexhaustible trea-
sure in heaven that no thief can reach 
nor moth destroy.

Please help the Society of St. Vincent de Paul bring re-
spite and hope to the elderly who are not able to find 
relief from the summer heat, and you will indeed find 
“an inexhaustible treasure in heaven!”

Blood Drive

At this time of year blood supplies 
run dangerously low. Currently the 
Bloodmobile cannot come to us but 
you can still go to them. Consider 
donating blood and help save lives. 
Contact Vitalant Donor Center in 
Paramus 877-25-VITAL or visit their 
website vitalant.org.

This Weekend’s Second Collection

…is for Pastoral Solidarity Fund 
for the Church in Africa. Through 
the Pastoral Solidarity Fund for 
the Church in Africa the Sub-
committee on the Church in Af-
rica provides grants to finance 
pastoral projects that support the maintenance and 
growth of the Church in Africa. Funded projects in-
clude outreach programs, schools, evangelization, 
and education of clergy and lay ministers. Thanks for 
your continued support of this collection.

OREMUS Ministry: Let Us Pray

St Philip’s Oremus Ministry consists 
of parishioners who volunteer to 
pray for individuals with acute needs 
such as serious illness or death. The 
word “Oremus” is the Latin word that 
means “let us pray.” Our “PRAY-ers” 
are contacted by e-mail when we re-
ceive a prayer request. If you know 
of someone who needs prayer or if you would like 
to take part in this ministry, please e-mail prayers@
stphilipsb.org.
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Respect Life Ministries Stewardship

Living Out the Gospel

Stewardship Reflection

“For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.”
          Luke 12:34

Jesus encourages us to build up our treasure in heav-
en.  The world encourages us to build up our trea-
sure in real estate, investments, and material goods.  
How much time are you investing in building up a 
worldly treasure?  How much time are you investing 
in building up a heavenly treasure?  To invest more in 
the things of heaven, you must let go of some of the 
things of this world.

The Gift You Have Received, Give As Gift

Quotable Quotes
“It is not enough to just wish well; we must also do well.”

          St	Ambrose



2023 Mass Book

OPENS	Tuesday	August	30th	
9am-1pm	and	2pm-5pm

Mass intentions for 2023 will only 
be accepted by phone. To keep the 
lines open, we will take your num-
ber and call you back in the order 
they were received. Offerings may 
then be dropped in the mail slot 
at the rectory or mailed in.

Please write Attn: Eileen on your envelope.

We ask that you adhere to the following guidelines:

• Limited to 3 Masses on Saturday & Sunday
• Limited to 5 Masses on weekdays
• The offering for each Mass is $10 
• Each person will be limited to two months of 

Hosts, Wine and/or Candles per person/family

Parish News & Activities
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The Festival Committee is looking for volunteers to 
assist with this year’s 63rd Annual Festival of Fun. 
This is also a fun and easy way to earn service hours 
for Confirmation or school.

If you’re interested in helping make our festival a 
success, please visit the hospitality team or call the 
Rectory at 201-843-1888. It is recommended that 
you sign up early to have the best chance of securing 
your preferred duty.  

Registration is Open

Faith Formation is accept-
ing registration for the 2022 
school year. Those that were 
registered for 21-22 received 
a link to re-register for the 22-
23 school year.  If you have a child in 1st through 8th 
grade & would like to enroll in our Faith Formation 
classes, please visit our website https://stphilipsb.
org/registration-form or contact the office at 201-
843-2240.

We are looking for Catechists willing to teach young 
children and help them to grow in the Catholic faith. 
We will guide you as to how you can join our dedicated 
team of wonderful Catechists.  Thank you.

Sign Up Today!

Summer is almost over – have 
you made the switch to eGiving?

It's a great way to support St. 
Philip the Apostle and grow our 
ministries that share the Good 
News of God's love. You can sign up from your com-
puter, smartphone or tablet, and set up a recurring 
donation or make a one-time gift.

Recurring gifts can streamline your stewardship and 
sustain our parish in the "dog days" of summer and 
throughout the year. You'll provide consistent support 
that helps us always be at the ready with programs, 
services, and ministries for our church families and 
for those in need throughout the community.

Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/NJ663, or text 
'Enroll' to 201-733-4101.

Thank you for your continued support of our parish 
family.

God Bless You,
Fr. Bruce

 Bible Study Continues: Luke

   On Wednesday	 mornings	 at	
10am or evenings	at	7pm join 
us for a continuing Bible Study 
based on Luke’s Gospel. Meet-
ings last about 90 minutes and 
all are welcome. Call the Main 
Office for details.
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Parish News & Activities

Why You Should Register?

All members of the parish should be for-
mally registered. However, you need be 
formally registered if you wish to arrange 
a Baptism, Confirmation or Wedding in the 
parish.  Registration is also our only means 
of certifying anyone for sponsorship letters 
for the sacraments.

Are You Registered at St. Philip’s?

Do you regularly attend Mass at St. Philip the 
Apostle, but have never formally registered?  
It’s easy.  Either come to the Rectory or visit 
our website:  www.https://stphilipsb.org and 
complete a registration form and return it to 
the Rectory.

To The Parents Of Our Young Children, May We 
Suggest

Relax! God put the wiggle in 
children; don’t feel you have to 
suppress it in God’s house. All 
are welcome!

Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little 
ones to see and hear what’s going on at the altar. They 
tire of seeing the backs of other’s heads.

Quietly explain the parts of the Mass and actions of the 
priest, altar servers, choir etc.

Sing the hymns, pray and voice the responses. Children 
learn liturgical behavior by copying you.

If you have to leave Mass with your child, feel free to 
do so, but please come back. As Jesus said “Let the 
children come to me.”

Remember that the way we welcome children in 
church directly affects the way they respond to the 
church, to God, and to one another. Let them know 
that they are at home in this house of worship

To  Other Members of our Parish

The presence of children is a gift to the church and 
they are a reminder that our parish is growing.

Please welcome our children and give a smile of en-
couragement to their parents.

If you see a parent struggling, please offer to help 
them!

 Doors Open      6:00pm  
 Early Bird Game     7:15pm  
 Regular Schedule     7:30pm
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Call Vicki 201-843-2024 

 God Bless Our Troops

  1st LT Claire Betterbed
  CPT Elizabeth Betterbed
  LT Thomas Betterbed, DDS
  PFC. Joseph Camilleri
  CPL Joseph Decker
  CPT Erik J. Filipek
  PFC Andres Guerrero
  SPC Ben Hansen
  GM3 James V. Swank

RCIA—Four letters that stand for the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
It is a process where non-Catholics 
explore our faith and are invited to 
become members of the Catholic 
Church. Are you someone who

• Has expressed an interest in being baptized?
• Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic?
• Was baptized Catholic as a child but has not com-

pleted the sacraments of First Communion or 
Confirmation?

We gather for 10am Mass & meet afterwards. If you, 
or anyone you know would be interested in joining 
us, please contact the Religious Formation office 
with your name & phone number. We are excited to 
journey with you as we explore the Catholic faith to-
gether. Call 201-843-2240.
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Baptism.	Celebrated on the 3rd Saturday 
of the month. Call the rectory office to 
schedule your child’s baptism.

Marriages.	To be scheduled at least 12 
months in advance. To plan the Sacrament 
of Marriage, please contact one of the 
parish priests.

Annointing	of	the	Sick.	If you would like 
to invite one of our priests to visit and pray 
with you, please call the rectory.

Pastor		 	 Rev. Bruce Janiga 
Parochial	Vicar	 Rev. Marek Bokota
Rectory	Office	 	
Eileen Green, Office Manager
201 843 1888  
201 368 9161 (Fax) 
ourparish@stphilipsb.org 
www.stphilipsb.org

Music	Ministry	 	 	
Basil Pizzuto, Director  
201 615 5299   
Francesca Kubian, Adult Choir
Barbara Weiner, Children’s Choir

Religious	Education	&	RCLA
Peter K O’Brien M. Div., Director
Elaine Mogerman, Secretary
201 843 2240
reled@stphilipsb.org

God’s	Special	Children	Rel.	Ed
Monica Maniscalco, M. Ed, Dir.
917 992 7904
Instruction for Special Needs Children

Trustees
Dr. Richard Filipek
Camille Tritto

Parish Contact Information

Celebrating the Sacraments

Reconciliation.	Every Saturday at 4:30 
PM before Mass. Private Reconciliation by 
appointment, call the rectory.

Devotions.	Recitation of Rosary is daily 
after 8:30 AM Mass. Miraculous Medal 
Novena on Saturdays after 8:30 AM Mass.

Memorial	Day	Weekend	-	Labor	Day	Weekend

Saturdays  5:30 PM  
Sundays  7:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 
   12:00 PM

Daily	Masses	from	July	to	August

Monday	-	Friday	 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM
Saturdays  8:30 AM  

The normal schedule will resume the weekend after Labor 
Day. 
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