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Twenty-First Sunday of Ordinary Time
August 21, 2022

St. Philip the Apostle



 Welcome to Festival Weekend. As I write this column we are anticipating a great turnout for our 
annual Festival of Fun. A million thanks to Ray Abel and his numerous volunteers for all the work that goes 
into making the festival a success.

	 On	Sunday	night	we	will	make	the	call	to	the	lucky	winner	of	our	Super	50/50	raffle.	While	we	
are doing that the festival “workers’’ will be dismantling the rides and packing up the booths so they can 
move on to their next venue. Say a prayer of thanksgiving for them as well as for all our volunteers. This event 
is our biggest fundraiser of the year and so we depend on everything running smoothly.

 Once the numbers are “crunched” we will give you a report.

 Each year every parish in the archdiocese is assigned a particular mission as a means of 
supporting the Missionary Co-Op Appeal. This year we are being visited by a representative of Mary’s Meals 
USA. Please join me in welcoming Gillian Giangrande to our parish. She will be speaking after a short homily, 
to educate us about the work her group does. Their work involves providing both food and an education to 
children in some of the poorest countries in the world. A second collection will be held today to support their 
work. See the article below for more information about what they do and how we can help.

 As I mentioned last week I will be taking a few days of vacation beginning on Monday. Though we 
are allowed four weeks of vacation I will be away for less than two weeks due to parish obligations. Hopefully 
I’ll	find	some	time	in	the	fall	for	another	short	break.

	 Registration	continues	for	our	Religious	Ed/Faith	Formation	Program.	Children	in	first	through	
eighth grades should participate in this program. Parents, please make sure your children are registered; 
classes start soon. For more information speak to Peter O’Brien.

 We also have several people already signed up for our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
group. Weekly meetings provide opportunities for prayer and learning about the Catholic faith, leading up 
to celebration of the initiation sacraments at Easter for adults. If you or someone you know is interested in 
completing their initiation or if you are someone who might want to be baptized, please contact the Main 
Office.	Inquirers	are	always	welcome.

 We are near the point when we can reclaim the rectory basement for meeting space. Since 
Hurricane Irma last September we have been unable to use it because of the water damage, some of which 
was from six feet of water in the garage. The wait for contractors was often delayed because of the high 
demand	 for	 this	 type	 of	work.	And	with	 the	war	 in	Ukraine	 some	 supplies	were	hard	 to	 find.	 Thankfully	
much of the damage is covered by our insurance but we are incurring additional costs as we have taken some 
preventative	measures	to	ensure	the	next	flood,	and	there	will	be	one,	doesn’t	cause	as	much	damage.	Thanks	
to those who continue to contribute to our Buildings & Grounds/Heritage Fund which assists in covering 
costs for programs as well as capital repairs.

 Also, watch for St Philip’s reusable shopping bags that will be available for sale soon. Designed 
“in house” they are one way we can help address the changing climate. Since one-use plastic bags are no 
longer allowed in NJ these bags will come in handy. And they will be a way of getting our “name” out there as 
they feature a newly-designed logo: SPSB.

In the Lord’s Love,
Fr Bruce
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A Note from the Pastor



Saturday August 20th
 St. Bernard of Clairvaux
8:30 am † Charles Torre
5:30 pm † Lee Watrous

Sunday August 21st
7:00 am † Dr. Fey Chu
10:00 am † Andrew “Butch” Wozniak
12:00 pm For the People

Monday August 22nd
 Queenship of Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00 am † Salvatore Michael Scalato
8:30 am † Etta Marie Rizzuto

Tuesday August 23rd
7:00 am Arlene Kelly 
8:30 am † Michael Small

Wednesday August 24th
 St. Bartholomew the Apostle
7:00 am † “Al” Coiro
8:30 am † Stella Morales - 1st Anniversary

Thursday August 25th
7:00 am † Rose Romito
8:30 am † Veronica Hart

Friday August 26th
7:00 am † Agnes & Mathias Vandermast
8:30 am † Thomasina Russo

Saturday August 27th St. Monica
8:30 am † Paulo Remuszka
5:30 pm For the People

Sunday  August 28th
7:00 am God Bless Karen & Evans Vasiliou -  
 51st Wedding Anniversary
10:00 am † Carmelo Virga
12:00 pm † Thomassina Russo

Mass Intentions for the Week

August 22, 2022

Monday 2 Thes1:1-5, 11-12;
 Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5; Mt 23:13-22

Tuesday 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17;
 Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13; Mt 23:23-26

Wednesday Rv 21:9b-14;
 Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51

Thursday 1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7;
 Mt 24:42-51

Friday 1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11;
 Mt 25:1-13

Saturday 1 Cor 1:26-31;
 Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21; Mt 25:14-30

Sunday Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29;
 Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11;
 Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a; Lk 14:1, 7-14

Readings for the Week
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St. Jude   † William Duffy
   by Marilyn Racioppi

St. Anthony   † Paul Gara
   by Gara Family

Holy Family Candle † Paulo Remuszka
   10th Anniversary
   by Remuszka Family

Sanctuary Candle † Lee Deedmeyer, Jr
   by Elaine & Trish

St. Therese   † Andrew Majkowicz
   by Loretta Majkowicz

Wine & Host     Anne Gross’ Birthday
   by Maria and Rich Vassallo  
   and Family

Memorials for August

Please Pray for the Deceased
 

Henry Kunz
Dominic Nardella
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21 Ord  August 21, 2022

First Reading  Isaiah 66:18-21
Second Reading Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13
Gospel   Luke 13:22-30

 Today’s reading from Isaiah speaks of a gath-
ering of all the nations by the Lord. “They shall come 
and see my glory,” (66:18) he says. Writing to the cit-
izens of Judah who have returned from exile and are 
restoring the city of Jerusalem the prophet envisions 
a time when the world will be gathered in God’s holy 
city. There is a shift in focus to a future time of glory 
and joy. In the following verse God speaks of “the new 
heavens and the new earth which I am making,” (v. 
22) and where all the people of the earth will be unit-
ed. Our prophet, referred to as “Third Isaiah,” antici-
pates a time when the Lord will renew all of creation. 
This theme is developed further in the imagery of the 
Book of Revelation.

 The writer of the letter to the Hebrews re-
minds us that, “whom the Lord loves, he disciplines” 

Lectionary Spirituality

(12:6). Biblical Israel understood the Babylonian Ex-
ile	as	God’s	punishment	for	their	infidelity	but	they	
came out of it with a stronger faith. We too are called 
to “make straight paths for (our) feet” (v. 13) that we 
may be “healed” and walk in God’s ways.

 In the gospel Jesus encourages us to “enter 
through the narrow door” (13:24) for the path of dis-
cipleship is not always easy. Eating and drinking with 
him is not enough; we must seek to do his will. This 
is the mark of a true disciple. Those who respond ap-
propriately to the invitation will come not only from 
among the children of Abraham but also “from the 
east and the west and from the north and the south” 
(v.	29).	This	image	reflects	what	Third	Isaiah	spoke	
of centuries earlier and reminds us that God desires 
that all people be saved. God’s love knows no bounds.

For reflection: Do I understand that God offers salva-
tion	to	everyone?	Have	I	ever	had	difficulty	entering	
“through the narrow door”? How did I respond to 
this	difficulty?



Collection of the Week
 
August 7th, 2022        $4,287.50
Faith Direct Avg. Weekly        $3,821.80
Second Collections – Church of Africa      $1,011.00
Total Collection         $9,120.30

Buildings & Grounds        $567.00
Candle Offerings                       $354.00
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Betty	Agnello,	Ella	Alberta,	Ross	Alfieri,	Kathy	Barone,	
Jacob Berard, Georgine Brancato, Marianne Cappello, 
JoAnn Daleo, Jim Fasano, Donald Fleisch, Rosalie Ger-
ber, Patty H., Marie Kenny, Wanda Kozloski, Beverly 
Kunz,	 Justin	Langfield,	Lena	Lepore,	Marilyn	McPart-
land, Bill Meurer, Jackie Meurer, Lena Pizzullo, Car-
mela Skunda, Stephen Stupalski, Judy Swank, Pamela 
Swenson, Henry Wortche

(This list will be updated monthly please call the rectory if 
names need to be added or removed)

Respect Life Ministries

Living Out the Gospel

OREMUS Ministry: Let Us Pray

 St Philip’s Oremus Ministry consists of parishioners who volunteer to pray for individ-
uals with acute needs such as serious illness or death. The word “Oremus” is the Latin word 
that means “let us pray.” Our “PRAY-ers” are contacted by e-mail when we receive a prayer 
request.	If	you	know	of	someone	who	needs	prayer	or	if	you	would	like	to	take	part	in	this	
ministry, please e-mail: prayers@stphilipsb.org

NURTURE YOUR FAITH: THE CHOSEN Returns

Beginning on 
Friday, Sep-
tember 16 
we will be 

meeting to watch Season Two of the video THE CHO-
SEN. Join Fr Bruce and fellow parishioners on Friday 
nights for a group discussion centered on the video 
THE CHOSEN. We will watch an episode of the video 
then take time for prayer and discussion. There will 
be eight meetings, ending before our parish pilgrim-
age to Israel. We will gather Fridays at 7pm in the 
Daily	Mass	Chapel.	Please	call	the	Main	Office	or	use	
the sign-up sheet at the hospitality table to register. 
There is no cost for this program and all are welcome.

Bible Studies Continue: Luke

On Wednesday mornings and evenings join us for a continuing Bible Study based on Luke’s 
Gospel.	Meetings	last	about	90	minutes	and	all	are	welcome.	Call	the	Main	Office	for	details.

Monthly Food Drive

 This weekend is our monthly food drive to support the Helping Hands food pantry at 
Sacred Heart. The need is particularly great in the summer when children are out of school 
and do not have access to school meal programs. Thank you for your continued generosity.

St. Vincent de Paul

 In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us to “strive to enter through the narrow gate.” Our call to 
be disciples and to follow Jesus demands that we learn to live for the sake of others.
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Stewardship Reflection

August 21, 2022

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“For behold, some are last who will be first and some 
are first who will be last.”     Luke 13:30

Our cultural standards are different from God’s stan-
dards.  We often rank people by what they have, how 
powerful they are, or how successful they are.  Jesus 
reminds us that God will not judge us by the same 
earthly standards.  When God asks you, “What have 
you done with the gifts I have given you?”  How will 
you respond?

Annual Missionary Co-Op Appeal

Next weekend Gillian Giangrande 
from Mary’s Meals will be visiting 
St. Philip the Apostle Parish to share 
about Mary’s Meals for our annual 
Mission Appeal.

Mary’s Meals’ vision is that every child receive a dai-
ly meal in their place of education. Their mission is 
named in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Mary’s 
Meals works in some of the world’s poorest commu-
nities, providing meals to children in their schools. 
In this way, Mary’s Meals meets children’s imme-
diate need for food and basic nourishment, while 
at the same time enabling more children to attend 
school and to receive a basic education that can be a 

means out of a terrible cycle of debilitating poverty. 
They began by providing 200 children school meals 
in Malawi in 2002, and today they are thankful that 
more than 2.2 million children eat Mary’s Meals each 
school day in 21 countries in the developing world.

A few highlights about Mary’s Meals:

• Mary’s Meals is committed to being a simple, 
low-cost charity, and it costs only $21 to provide 
Mary’s Meals to a child for an ENTIRE school year.

• 93% of donations to Mary’s Meals go directly for 
charitable purposes.

• Mary’s Meals is supported primarily by thou-
sands of individual (and parish and school) do-
nors around the world.

• More information about Mary’s Meals can be 
found at www.marysmealsusa.org, or please con-
tact MMUSA church representative Rob Turner at 
rob.turner@MarysMeals.org or 1-800-385-4983 
ext. 2

Stewardship

The Gift You Have Received, Give As Gift

Parish Pilgrimage to Israel

Walk where Jesus walked, pray where he prayed, sail 
where he sailed.

 There is still room on our tour bus for the pil-
grimage to Israel. If you’ve been thinking about joining 
us, now is the time to make your reservation.

Our	Annual	Super	50-50	Raffle	will	take	place	Sunday	
night. Bring your returns to the Hospitality Table or 
return them to the 50-50 booth at the Festival.

Parish News & Activities

 The Church of All Nations is located on the 
Mount of Olives and commemorates the place where 
Jesus prayed before he was arrested.

 A trip to the Holy Land a trip you will nev-
er forget. You will never approach the Bible in the 
same way. Sail on the Sea of Galilee, walk the Way 
of the Cross, pray at Jesus’ tomb, visit Bethlehem, 
Cana, Capernaum, Nazareth and more. Experience 
the beauty of Israel this year. Join Fr Bruce and fel-
low-parishioners on an unforgettable pilgrimage this 
November.



House Blessing

Would you like your home, 
business or your car blessed?   
To schedule a visit, please con-
tact	the	rectory	office.

2023 Mass Book

OPENS Tuesday August 30th 
9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm

 Mass intentions for 2023 will 
only be accepted by phone. To 
keep the lines open, we will take 
your number and call you back 
in the order they were received. 
Offerings may then be dropped 
in the mail slot at the rectory or 
mailed in.

Please write Attn: Eileen on your envelope.

We ask that you adhere to the following guidelines:

• Limited to 3 Masses on Saturday & Sunday

• Limited to 5 Masses on weekdays

• The offering for each Mass is $10 

• Each person will be limited to two months of 
Hosts, Wine and/or Candles per person/family

7

 The ten day pilgrimage leaves from Newark 
Airport on November 8. Brochures are available from 
the	Main	Office	or	at	 the	hospitality	 table.	Reserva-
tions are now being accepted. Don’t miss out on this 
extraordinary trip. Reservations are now due. For 
more information, see Fr Bruce.

Parish News & Activities

Registration is Open

Faith Formation is accepting registration for the 22-
23  school year. Those that were registered for 21-
22 received a link to re-register for the 22-23 school 
year.  If you have a child in 1st through 8th grade & 
would like to enroll in our Faith Formation classes, 
please visit our website https://stphilipsb.org/regis-
tration-form	or	contact	the	office	at	201-843-2240.

We are looking for Catechists willing to teach young 
children and help them to grow in the Catholic faith. 
We will guide you as to how you can join our dedicated 
team of wonderful Catechists.  Thank you.

Friday Night

Doors open at     6:00pm
Early Bird game   7:15pm
Regular schedule   7:30pm

Sign Up Today!

Summer is almost over – have 
you made the switch to eGiving?

It's a great way to support St. 
Philip the Apostle and grow our 
ministries that share the Good News of God's love. 
You can sign up from your computer, smartphone or 
tablet, and set up a recurring donation or make a one-
time gift.

Recurring gifts can streamline your stewardship and 
sustain our parish in the "dog days" of summer and 
throughout the year. You'll provide consistent support 
that helps us always be at the ready with programs, 
services, and ministries for our church families and 
for those in need throughout the community.

Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/NJ663, or text 
'Enroll' to 201-733-4101.

Thank you for your continued support of our parish 
family.

God Bless You,
Fr. Bruce

The Love of God

No matter how long it has been, the Love of God knows 
no time.  We celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
every Saturday at 4:30pm before the 5:30pm Mass or 
you may schedule private.



Shelter Our Sisters

Crisis Hotline: 201-944-9600
 
Shelter Our Sisters is dedicated to assist-
ing victims, and their children, of domes-
tic violence by turning fear into safety, 
helplessness into strength, & isolation 
into hope.
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Parish News & Activities

Why You Should Register?

     All members of the parish should be 
formally registered. You need be formally 
registered if you wish to arrange a Baptism, 
Confirmation	 or	 Wedding	 in	 the	 parish.		
Registration is also our only means of certi-
fying anyone for sponsorship letters for the 
sacraments.

Are You Registered at St. Philip’s?

     Do you regularly attend Mass at St. Philip the 
Apostle, but have never formally registered?  
It’s easy.  Either come to the Rectory or visit 
our website:  www.stphilipsb.org and com-
plete a registration form. 

Troubled Marriage?

See helpourmarriage.com or retrouvaille.org.  
This is a Catholic-based program open to all faiths. For 
registration call 973-723-7090.

Alternatives to Domestic Violence

Crisis Hotline:  201-336-7575 

(ADV) Division of the Bergen County Dept of Human 
Services, which is exclusively devoted to domestic vi-
olence intervention. ADV offers a full range of special-
ized services:   crisis intervention, counseling, legal 
advocacy & assistance, court appearance preparation, 
court accompaniment, individual, group, & family 
counseling, information & referral to other need-
ed services, community education and professional 
training.

Quotable Quotes
“Acquire	the	habit	of	speaking	to	God	as	if	you	were	alone	with	him,	familiarly	and	with	confidence	and	
love, as with the dearest and most loving of friends.”

           St Alphonse Liguori

How to Report Abuse

The Archdiocese takes very seriously any & all al-
legations of sexual misconduct by members of the 
clergy, religious and lay staff of the Archdiocese.  We 
encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual 
misconduct to inform us immediately so that we may 
take appropriate action to protect others & provide 
support to victims of sexual abuse.  individuals who 
wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct 
may	do	so	by	calling	the	Archdiocesan	office	of	Child	
& Youth Protection at 201-407-3256.

Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers

Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in 
You will be glad and forever will shout for joy.

Protect these soldiers as they discharge their duties.  
Protect them with the shield of Your strength and 
keep them safe from all evil and harm.

May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may 
ever praise You for Your loving care.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Baptism. Celebrated on the 3rd Saturday 
of	 the	 month.	 Call	 the	 rectory	 office	 to	
schedule your child’s baptism.

Marriages. To be scheduled at least 12 
months in advance. To plan the Sacrament 
of Marriage, please contact one of the 
parish priests.

Annointing of the Sick. If you would like 
to invite one of our priests to visit and pray 
with you or a loved one please call the 
rectory.

Pastor   Rev. Bruce Janiga 
Parochial Vicar Rev. Marek Bokota
Rectory Office  
Eileen	Green,	Office	Manager
201 843 1888  
201 368 9161 (Fax) 
ourparish@stphilipsb.org 
www.stphilipsb.org

Music Ministry   
Basil Pizzuto, Director  
201 615 5299   
Francesca Kubian, Adult Choir
Barbara Weiner, Children’s Choir

Religious Education & RCLA
Peter K O’Brien M. Div., Director
Elaine Mogerman, Secretary
201 843 2240
reled@stphilipsb.org

God’s Special Children Rel. Ed
Monica Maniscalco, M. Ed, Dir.
917 992 7904
Instruction for Special Needs Children

Trustees
Dr. Richard Filipek
Camille Tritto

Parish Contact Information

Celebrating the Sacraments

Reconciliation. Every Saturday at 4:30 
PM before Mass. Private Reconciliation by 
appointment, call the rectory.

Devotions. Recitation of Rosary is daily 
after 8:30 AM Mass. Miraculous Medal 
Novena on Saturdays after 8:30 AM Mass.

Memorial Day Weekend - Labor Day Weekend

Saturdays  5:30 PM  
Sundays  7:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 
   12:00 PM

Daily Masses from July to August

Monday - Friday 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM
Saturdays  8:30 AM  

The normal schedule will resume the weekend after Labor 
Day. 
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