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Happy Labor Day weekend! The holiday was established in the late 19th 
century to celebrate the accomplishments of the American worker. Back in the 
19th century many working class people worked 12 hour days, six or even seven 
days a week, under poor conditions for low wages. Children as young as 5 were put 
to work in factories and mines rather than attending school, in order to support 
their families. With the growth of manufacturing, workers came together to join 
unions and began demanding better working conditions and higher wages.

We have come a long way since then with a forty hour work week(remember 
them?), safety regulations, a minimum wage and much more. Many of these 
realities were encouraged and endorsed by the bishops of our country and there were even some papal 
encyclicals addressing the issues. And while many of us work “white collar” jobs, we should never overlook 
the important contributions of laborers in our country. Take a moment this weekend to say a prayer for all 
those who work so hard to provide for our quality of life. Frequently overlooked, they are an essential part of 
society and deserve our thanks.

Thanks again to all the volunteers who helped make our Festival of Fun such a great success. We are 
still crunching numbers and paying bills and hope to give a report soon. For now let me say the event was 
a tremendous success. We were blessed with good weather every night and had a great team of volunteers. 
Though there were some nights when we were short on volunteers for the most part we covered every booth 
for the entire event. In some cases we had three generations of families working booths, with grandparents 
working beside grandchildren. And attendance was great. Some of the money raised was budgeted for general 
expenses but since we had a better than expected week, we have additional money we raised which we can 
use for some projects we’ve been waiting on to do once we have the money. More on this in a future bulletin.

I just returned for summer vacation. Like most vacations, 
it was shorter that I would have liked but it was still a good break. 
Apart from visiting with a few friends, I got to read several books, 
including one about Ravenna, one of my favorite cities. During the 
Roman Empire Ravenna served as one of the capital cities after 
Rome fell. Ravenna is in a swampy area which made access by 
invading armies difficult. Because of the humidity their churches 
and palaces were decorated not with frescoes but with mosaics, 
because while the humidity would cause the plaster to break 
down, the stones used in mosaics stood the test of time. Some of their artwork, depicting saints, emperors, 
empresses and Our Lord, have survived nearly 1600 years. I hope to revisit this city one day and participate 
in a mosaic workshop where they teach you how to cut the stones and create a mosaic.

I also attended a performance of David at the Sight and Sound theater in Lancaster, PA. They offer 
Broadway quality performances of original plays with music based on the Bible. Look for an upcoming trip 
offered by our Rosary Society in the Fall. It will probably include a wonderful smorgasbord meal at one of 
Lancaster’s famous eateries.

Unofficially Labor Day marks the end of summer for many people. As the days get shorter and the 
weather cooler, many activities start up again along with the new school year. Here at St Philip’s we have 
opportunities for you to grow in your faith and for us to grow together as a community. Some of the things we 
are hoping to do include another Family Movie Night, Parish Movie Night, and a Mass and Brunch for Seniors. 
We are also looking to form a welcoming committee who can reach out to newly registered parishioners. 
Additionally, we have our annual Memorial Mass at which we pray for the recently deceased of our parish. 
Watch for more in upcoming bulletins.

In the Lord’s Love,
Fr Bruce
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A Note from the Pastor
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23 Ord  September 04, 2022

First Reading  Wisdom 9:13-189
Second Reading Philemon 1:9-10, 12-17
Gospel   Luke 14:25-33

 From the Book of Wisdom we hear today that 
without the help of the Spirit God remains a mystery 
to us. “Who can conceive what the Lord intends?” 
(9:13), the writer asks. Echoing the teaching of Plato 
he tells us, “the corruptible body burdens the soul” 
(v.15). We must depend on God in order to rise above 
our human limitations. “People learned what pleas-
es you, and were saved by Wisdom” (v.18). We are 
called to seek God’s gift of Wisdom.

 Paul’s letter to Philemon, written from pris-
on, (v.9) illustrates how Christianity calls us to act in 
a new way. Onesimus, a slave of Philemon, has run 
away and is now with Paul. While with Paul Onesi-
mus converts to Christianity and Paul is sending 
him back to Philemon with today’s letter, encour-
aging Philemon to welcome him back, “no longer as 
a slave but…a brother…in the Lord” (1:16). Though 
he does not directly attack the institution of slavery, 
he writes with the Christian understanding that we 
are united in Christ. Onesimus is returning not as a 
runaway slave but as a brother in Christ. Paul urges 
Philemon to, “welcome him as you would me” (v.17).

 Discipleship has its cost; that is the message 
of Jesus in today’s gospel. Jesus tells us that to be a 
disciple, we must put God first, even before our clos-
est family relationships. The word translated “hate” 
does not have the same meaning as it does today; Je-
sus is using hyperbole, a rhetorical device employed 
in Jesus’ day. Other scholars interpret the word as 
calling for making family relationships a lower pri-
ority than God. Discipleship is not a choice we should 
take lightly. We should consider the cost before we 
accept the call, knowing that God will never abandon 
us.

For reflection: What is my “cost of discipleship”? 
What can I do to grow in the gift of Wisdom?

Lectionary Spirituality

PLEASE NOTE: If you 
would like to bring up the 
gifts at Mass, please speak 
with one of the ministers 
before Mass, indicating 
your interest. Our Eucharistic Ministers and Ushers 
have been asked to invite different people to bring up 
the gifts at weekend Masses as a sign that the bread 
and wine, along with our monetary offerings, are pre-
sented by the community to God. In particular, if you 
have arranged for the Mass intention, it is especially 
appropriate that you bring up the gifts. And if you are 
asked to bring up the gifts, please say “yes.”
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Saturday September 3rd
 St. Gregory the Great
8:30 am For Our Benefactors
5:30 pm † August Adeline DeRosa

Sunday September 4th
7:00 am For the People
10:00 am † Connie Gliatta - Antine
12:00 pm † Daniel Price

Monday September 5th
9:00 am All Laborers

Tuesday September 6th
7:00 am † Yvette Haggar
8:30 am † Edward & Vincent Donofrio

Wednesday September 7th
7:00 am † Joseph Calvitti
8:30 am † Joseph Bonanno    
     
Thursday September 8th
 Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00 am † Fr. Matthew Pesaniello
8:30 am † Edward Byrne

Friday September 9th
7:00 am † John & Maria Hroncich
8:30 am † Mary Sestanovich

Saturday September 10th
7:00 am † Mary Grace Dirks
8:30 am † Thomas Foran Sr
5:30 pm † Stephen & Frances Rosty

Sunday September 11th
7:00 am † Ken Cuadra
8:30 am For the People
10:00 am † Joan Landolfi   
12:00 pm † Salvatore Calderone

Mass Intentions for the Week

September 05, 2022

Monday 1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12; Lk 6:6-11

Tuesday 1 Cor 6:1-11;
 Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Lk 6:12-19

Wednesday 1 Cor 7:25-31;
 Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17; Lk 6:20-26

Thursday Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6ab, 6c; 
 Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23

Friday 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6, 12;
 Lk 6:39-42

Saturday 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18;
 Lk 6:43-49

Sunday Ex 32:7-11, 13-14;
 Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19; 1 Tm 1:12-17;
 Lk 15:1-32 or Lk 15:1-10

Readings for the Week

St. Jude  † Annabel Nardachone by Gatto Family

St. Anthony  † Arthur Paschek by Rose Paschek

Holy Family  † Frank & Carol Salerno by Herman
Candle  & Ann Gross and Nancy Small

Sanctuary  † Frances Cotroneo
Candle  by Domenica & Frank Parisi

St. Therese  † Jesse Takach by Joanne &
  Raymond Martinez

Wine & Host    † Jennifer & William Duffy
  by The Duffy Family

St. Elizabeth † Bernie & George Smith
  by Larry Ratajczak

Betty Agnello, Ella Alberta, Ross Alfieri, Kathy Barone, Jacob Berard, Georgine Branca-
to, Marianne Cappello, JoAnn Daleo, Kathy Farid, Jim Fasano, Donald Fleisch, Rosalie 
Gerber, Patty H., Marie Kenny, Wanda Kozloski, Beverly Kunz, Justin Langfield, Lena 
Lepore, Marilyn McPartland, Bill Meurer, Jackie Meurer, Lena Pizzullo, Jodi Ratajczak, 
Carmela Skunda, Stephen Stupalski, Judy Swank, Pamela Swenson, Henry Wortche

(This list will be updated monthly please call the rectory if names need to be added or
         removed)

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased

Bernie Smith

Memorials for September



Text to Give with FAITH DIRECT

To securely make a gift to St. Philip the Apostle, text a dollar amount to (201) 733-4101. 
You will be asked to complete a one-time registration page with your billing and contact 
information. After this registration, you can give any time by texting a dollar amount to 
our phone number. Thanks so much for supporting us.

St. Vincent de Paul

In today’s Gospel, Jesus lays out the demands of following him, the great cost of discipleship.  
The Mission Statement of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul states: “Vincentians witness God’s 
love by embracing all works of charity and justice…the Society makes no distinction in those 
served because, in them, Vincentians see the face of Christ.”
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NURTURE YOUR FAITH: THE CHOSEN Returns

Beginning on Friday, September 16 we will be meeting to watch Season 
Two of the video THE CHOSEN. Join Fr Bruce and fellow parishioners on 
Friday nights for a group discussion centered on the video THE CHOSEN, 
a new video series that depicts the life of Jesus. Each week we will watch 
an episode of the video then take time for prayer and discussion. There 

will be eight meetings, concluding before our parish pilgrimage to Israel. We will gather Fridays at 7pm in the 
Daily Mass Chapel. Please call the Main Office or use the sign-up sheet at the hospitality table to register. There 
is no cost for this program and all are welcome.

ON-GOING BIBLE STUDIES: LUKE

On Wednesday mornings and evenings join us for a continuing Bible Study based on Luke’s 
Gospel.  All are welcome. Call the Main Office for details.

OREMUS Ministry: Let Us Pray

St Philip’s Oremus Ministry consists of parishioners who volunteer to pray for individuals with acute 
needs such as serious illness or death. The word “Oremus” is the Latin word that means “let us 
pray.” Our “PRAY-ers” are contacted by e-mail when we receive a prayer request. If you know of 
someone who needs prayer or if you would like to take part in this ministry, please e-mail: prayers@
stphilipsb.org.

Living Out the Gospel

Stewardship

Stewardship Reflection

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple.”    Luke 14:33

When we first hear this statement, it seems that Jesus is making an unrealistic demand upon us.  How can we 
renounce all of our possessions?  We need them to live.  However, what we must renounce is the belief that they 
belong to us.  Everything that we have belongs to God alone.  All of our resources are entrusted to us not only for 
our own use, but also so that we can help others.  Once we renounce the idea that we possess or are entitled to 
anything, it is much easier to share the many gifts that God has given us.  Then we truly are His Disciples.

Respect Life Ministries



Total Jackpot: $12,415

Congratulations to
Christine Muscia

Christine won (before taxes): 
$6,207.50
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Stewardship

The Heritage Fund

The Heritage Fund provides an opportunity for you to support programs and other 
needs for our parish, enabling us to continue our mission of sharing and passing on the 
faith to future generations as well as keeping our facilities in good condition and enhancing 
the beauty of our worship. We invite you to consider contributing to the fund in honor of 
or in memory of someone, enabling us to continue our mission to spread the light of Christ.

Recently we had some additional school doors replaced as they were in poor 
condition; some had openings at the bottom that allowed mice to get into the building.

And as we gear up for the fall, we are planning on some training for our catechists and liturgical 
ministers. We also hope to hold another Family Movie Night and restart the regular movie nights.

Recently we met with an architect who examined the pillars in the front of the church. He is going 
to give us some suggestions as to how we can repair or replace the columns. Previous estimates came in at 
around $60,000 but he feels there is a less expensive way to repair them rather than replacing them.

Additionally, the air conditioning units for the rectory have been manufactured and we are waiting 
for them to be delivered and installed. Once the work is done we will have replaced two units (kitchen and 
basement) and installed two units where they were lacking (dining room and front vestibule).

As those of you who are homeowners know, there is never an end to things that need to be repaired 
or replaced.

Thanks to all who contribute to the Buildings and Grounds/Heritage Fund.

Please consider a donation to the fund in honor of, or in memory of a loved one or ”just because”. In 
some parishes people designate this type of fund “in lieu of flowers” when a loved one passes away. We have 
beautiful cards to acknowledge your gift. Another idea is to designate the fund as a beneficiary when you plan 
your estate. For more information, contact Fr Bruce or call the Main Office.

This Weekend’s Second Collection

…is the monthly Archdiocesan Assessment Collection. As a part of the Archdiocese of 
Newark we are required to pay an assessment of 14% of our offertory to the Archdiocese 
to support the work of the Church of Newark. This collection helps us pay this amount 
and is not included in the amount assessed. Thanks for your continued support of this 
collection.

The Gift You Have Received, Give As Gift

Parish News & Activities



 God’s Special Children, a 
religious education pro-
gram for children with 
special needs, is currently 
accepting registrations for 

their 2022-2023 year. The program is designed to 
address the unique learning needs of children with 
Autism Spectrum disorder, learning disabilities, anxi-
ety, ADD/ADHD, Oppositional Defiance Disorder and 
others. If you have any questions regarding this pro-
gram, kindly call or text the program director, Monica 
Maniscalco at 917-992-7904

  All boys & girls, grades 3 and above, who 
have received their First Communion are invited to 
become an Altar Server. 

 God asks us to Serve.  One of the important 
messages God gives his people is to serve one an-
other.  By becoming an Altar Server, you can begin to 
fulfill God’s request.  Altar Servers serve the congre-
gation, the priests and one another in celebrating the 
Mass. 

 If you are interested in joining this important 
ministry, please contact Eileen in the rectory office.

RCIA—Four letters that stand for 
the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults. It is a process where 
non-Catholics explore our faith 
and are invited to become mem-
bers of the Catholic Church. Are 
you someone who…

• Has expressed an interest in 
being baptized

• Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic
• Was baptized Catholic as a child but has not com-

pleted the sacraments of First Communion or Con-
firmation

We gather for 10am Mass & meet afterwards. If you, 
or anyone you know would be interested in joining 
us, please contact the Religious Formation office with 
your name & phone number. We are excited to journey 
with you as we explore the Catholic faith together. Call 
201-843-2240.
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Parish News & Activities

Registration is Open

Faith Formation is accept-
ing registration for the 22-
23  school year. Those that 
were registered for 21-22 
received a link to re-reg-
ister for the 22-23 school 
year.  If you have a child in 1st through 8th grade & 
would like to enroll in our Faith Formation classes, 
please visit our website https://stphilipsb.org/regis-
tration-form or contact the office at 201-843-2240.

We are looking for Catechists willing to teach young 
children and help them to grow in the Catholic faith. We 
will guide you as to how you can join our dedicated team 
of wonderful Catechists.  Thank you.

Troubled Marriage?

See helpourmarriage.com or retrouvaille.org.  
This is a Catholic-based program open to all faiths. For 
registration call 973-723-7090.

The Love of God

No matter how long it has been, the Love of God knows 
no time.  We celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
every Saturday at 4:30pm before the 5:30pm Mass or 
you may schedule private.

Alternatives to Domestic Violence

Crisis Hotline:  201-336-7575 

(ADV) Division of the Bergen County Dept of Human 
Services, which is exclusively devoted to domestic 
violence intervention. ADV offers a full range of spe-
cialized services:   crisis intervention, counseling, le-
gal advocacy & assistance, court appearance prepara-
tion, court accompaniment, individual, group, & family 
counseling, information & referral to other needed 
services, community education and professional train-
ing.

Friday Night

Doors open at     6:00pm
Early Bird game   7:15pm
Regular schedule   7:30pm
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Parish News & Activities

Why You Should Register?

 All members of the parish should be formal-
ly registered. You need be formally registered if you 
wish to arrange a Baptism, Confirmation or Wedding 
in the parish.  Registration is also our only means of 
certifying anyone for sponsorship letters for the sac-
raments.

Are You Registered at St. Philip’s?

 Do you regularly attend Mass 
at St. Philip the Apostle, but have 
never formally registered?  It’s 
easy.  Either come to the Recto-
ry or visit our website:  www.
stphilipsb.org and complete a 
registration form. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Israel

Walk where Jesus walked, pray where he prayed, sail 
where he sailed.

There is still room on our tour bus for the 
pilgrimage to Israel. If you’ve been thinking about 
joining us, now is the time to make your reservation. 
Opportunities like this do not happen often.

The Tomb of Jesus, located in the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, is one of the most visited sites in 
the world. A small cave like room is inside a chapel 
that was believed to have been built over Jesus’s cave 
tomb. Christians are permitted to enter and spend 
a few moments in prayer at this most sacred spot 
located not far from the shrine commemorating the 
Crucifixion.

A trip to the Holy Land a trip you will never 
forget. You will see the Bible in a new way. Sail on 
the Sea of Galilee, walk the Way of the Cross, visit 
Bethlehem, Cana, Capernaum, Nazareth and more. 
Experience the beauty of Israel this year. Join Fr 
Bruce and fellow-parishioners on an unforgettable 
pilgrimage this November.

The ten day pilgrimage leaves from Newark 
Airport on November 8. Brochures are available from 
the Main Office or at the hospitality table. Don’t miss 
out on this extraordinary trip. Reservations are 
now due. For more information, see Fr Bruce.

Quotable Quotes
The Second Vatican Council was held, “to place the 
modern world in contact with the life-giving and 
perennial energies of the Gospel.”

    Pope St John XXIII

Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers

Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in 
You will be glad and forever will shout for joy.

Protect these soldiers as they discharge their duties.  
Protect them with the shield of Your strength and 
keep them safe from all evil and harm.

May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may 
ever praise You for Your loving care.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

 God Bless Our Troops

  1st LT Claire Betterbed
  CPT Elizabeth Betterbed
  LT Thomas Betterbed, DDS
  PFC. Joseph Camilleri
  CPL Joseph Decker
  CPT Erik J. Filipek
  PFC Andres Guerrero
  SPC Ben Hansen
  GMSR James V. Swank

Labor Day Schedule

The parishes offices will be closed on Monday in
observance of Labor Day.

Join us for a special Labor Day Mass on Monday at
9:00am.
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Baptism. Celebrated on the 3rd Saturday 
of the month. Call the rectory office to 
schedule your child’s baptism.

Marriages. To be scheduled at least 12 
months in advance. To plan the Sacrament 
of Marriage, please contact one of the 
parish priests.

Annointing of the Sick. If you would like 
to invite one of our priests to visit and pray 
with you or a loved one please call the 
rectory.

Pastor   Rev. Bruce Janiga 
Parochial Vicar Rev. Marek Bokota
Rectory Office  
Eileen Green, Office Manager
201 843 1888  
201 368 9161 (Fax) 
ourparish@stphilipsb.org 
www.stphilipsb.org

Music Ministry   
Basil Pizzuto, Director  
201 615 5299   
Francesca Kubian, Adult Choir
Barbara Weiner, Children’s Choir

Religious Education & RCLA
Peter K O’Brien M. Div., Director
Elaine Mogerman, Secretary
201 843 2240
reled@stphilipsb.org

God’s Special Children Rel. Ed
Monica Maniscalco, M. Ed, Dir.
917 992 7904
Instruction for Special Needs Children

Trustees
Dr. Richard Filipek
Camille Tritto

Parish Contact Information

Celebrating the Sacraments

Reconciliation. Every Saturday at 4:30 
PM before Mass. Private Reconciliation by 
appointment, call the rectory.

Devotions. Recitation of Rosary is daily 
after 8:30 AM Mass. Miraculous Medal 
Novena on Saturdays after 8:30 AM Mass.

Memorial Day Weekend - Labor Day Weekend

Saturdays  5:30 PM  
Sundays  7:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 
   12:00 PM

Daily Masses from July to August

Monday - Friday 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM
Saturdays  8:30 AM  

The normal Mass schedule will resume next
weekend, September 10-11.
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