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My recent vacation included a stop in 
West Hartford Connecticut to visit a Passionist 
Monastery where I took delivery of an icon for our 
church. The icon was 
painted by Bro. Michael 
Moran, a member of 
the Passionist order. 
Bro. Michael lives 
and works at Holy 
Family Monastery in 
Connecticut. The image 
displayed is that of the 
Raising of Lazarus, a 
story narrated in the 
Gospel According to 
John. The icon will be 
incorporated into a new 
memorial shrine being 
installed in our church 
in the coming weeks. The shrine will serve as a place 
to remember our beloved dead, especially those who 
have died in the past year. Crosses made of olive 
wood from the Holy Land will have the names of each 
person on them and the crosses will be displayed in 
the shrine for the coming year. Then, when we have 
our annual Memorial Mass, the crosses will be given 
to a family member of the deceased. The shrine 
will be constructed over the next month and will 
be blessed and dedicated by Bishop Saporito on All 
Souls’ Day in November. Catholic tradition says it is 
a good and holy thing to pray for the dead. May this 
shrine remind us of our beloved dead and of Jesus’ 
promise of resurrection to eternal life. No parish 
money was used for this shrine; it was donated by a 
parishioner.

I also spent some time in Pennsylvania 
Dutch (originally Deutsche) Country, in Lancaster, 
PA. Home to the Amish and Mennonites it is a place 
that operates at a slower speed. These two Christian 
groups choose to live simply and have been around 
since at least the early 1500’s. Like many other 
religious denominations they have members who 
are more strict in their way of life and others who 
are not as strict. So I shared the road with horse and 
buggy drivers along with tractors and 18 wheelers. 
Their lifestyle reminds us that there is so much in 
our lives that is not essential. Perhaps giving up a 
“modern luxury” one day a week, would allow us to 
focus on the important things in life: God and family.

While I was in Lancaster I visited one of the 
major outlets where I shopped for a new suitcase 
in preparation for our pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
My old suitcase is probably twenty years old and 
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A Note from the Pastor

reminded me it needed to be replaced when one of 
the wheels broke off as I was walking to my room. A 
group of nine of us from St Philips will be traveling 
to the Holy Land in November. Please pray for us 
as we prepare for this pilgrimage. And if you have 
any prayer intentions you’d like us to bring with us 
to Jerusalem, please send them to me at my e-mail 
(frbruce@stphilipsb.org) and I will print them out 
and bring them with us to the Holy Land. PLEASE 
MARK THE E-MAIL: Jerusalem prayers.

Finally, let us remember those who died on 
9/11 and all those who are victims of violence. May 
we set an example for our leaders by learning to 
respect those with whom we disagree, and working 
to make the world a better place for all. We pray also 
for those who put themselves in harm’s way by their 
service to our country and our community. “Let there 
be peace on earth and let it begin with” US!

In the Lord’s Love,
Fr Bruce

September 12, 2022

Monday 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33;
 Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17;
 Lk 7:1-10

Tuesday 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a;
 Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5;
 Lk 7:11-17

Wednesday Nm 21:4b-9;
 Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38;
 Phil 2:6-11; 
 Jn 3:13-17

Thursday 1 Cor 15:1-11;
 Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28;
 Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

Friday 1 Cor 15:12-20;
 Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15;
 Lk 8:1-3

Saturday 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49;
 Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14;
 Lk 8:4-15

Sunday Am 8:4-7;
 Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8;
 1 Tm 2:1-8; Lk 16:1-13 or Lk 16:10-13

Readings for the Week
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Saturday September 10th
7:00 am † Mary Grace Dirks
8:30 am † Thomas Foran Sr
5:30 pm † Stephen & Frances Rosty

Sunday September 11th
7:00 am † Ken Cuadra
8:30 am For the People
10:00 am † Joan Landolfi
12:00 pm † Salvatore Calderone

Monday September 12th
7:00 am The Ludwig Family 
8:30 am † For Souls in Purgatory

Tuesday September 13th
 St. John Chrysostom
7:00 am † Sr. Michele
8:30 am † Frank Materia

Wednesday September 14th
 Triumph of the Holy Cross
7:00 am Taylor Mende
8:30 am † Catherine Romano

Thursday September 15th
 Our Lady of Sorrows
7:00 am Special Intention
8:30 am † Mary Sestanovich

Friday September 16th
 St. Cornelius
7:00 am † Mary Raad & Helen Copping
8:30 am † Jesse Takach - 2nd Anniversary

Saturday September 17th
7:00 am † Mary Grace Dirks
8:30 am † Jennifer Duffy
5:30 pm † Josephine Avento

Sunday September 18th
7:00 am † Sr. Mary Michele
8:30 am For the People
10:00 am Korean War Veterans
12:00 pm † Marilyn & John Bourhis

Mass Intentions for the Week

St. Therese  † Jesse Takach
  by Joanne & Raymond Martinez

Holy Family  † Frank & Carol Salerno
Candle  by Herman & Ann Gross and
  Nancy Small

St. Anthony  † Arthur Paschek
  by Rose Paschek

St. Jude  † Annabel Nardachone
  by Gatto Family

Sanctuary  † Frances Cotroneo
Candle  by Domenica & Frank Parisi

Hosts & Wine † Jennifer & William Duffy
  by The Duffy Family &
  Karen M. Stichauner

St. Elizabeth † Bernie & George Smith
  by Larry Ratajczak

Betty Agnello, Ross Alfieri, Jacob Berard, Georgine 
Brancato, Kathy Farid, Donald Fleisch, Patty H., Wan-
da Kozloski, Beverly Kunz, Marilyn McPartland, Jodi 
Ratajczak, and Pamela Swenson.

(This list will be updated monthly please call the recto-
ry if names need to be added or removed)

Memorials for September

  Wedding Announcement

Congratulations!

Adam Scarengella
 & 

Kimberly Cummins
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24 Ord  September 11, 2022

First Reading  Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
Second Reading First Timothy 1:12-17
Gospel   Luke 15:1-32 or 15:1-10

Luke’s collection of three parables in chapter 
15 needs to be understood in its context. He tells us 
that Jesus was being surrounded by “tax collectors 
and sinners” (v.1) and that the “Pharisees and scribes 
began to complain.” (v.2) Their complaint is based 
on the fact that Jesus is associating with those they 
considered to be the wrong kind of people: sinners. 
They obviously don’t understand Jesus’ motives in 
reaching out to these people. They are too concerned 
with preserving their own sanctity to be worried 
about reaching out to those who have lost their way. 
But Jesus’ mission is to reconcile humanity with God. 
Luke’s gospel in particular highlights this aspect of 
Jesus’ mission. All three of today’s parables relay this 
message.

In today’s text from Exodus we hear that while 
Moses is still on Mt. Sinai with the Lord receiving 
further commandments, the people are already 
disobeying by worshiping a golden calf. They have 
“quickly turned aside from the way I commanded 
them” (32:8) and so are deserving punishment. But 
Moses reminds the Lord of the covenant made with 
their ancestors and so God relents. The passage 
shows us that God’s mercy is greater than our sins 
and though we may deserve to die God’s love brings 
forgiveness and life.

In today’s second reading we are also 
reminded of God’s great mercy. Our writer, possibly 
Paul or one of his disciples, acknowledges that, “the 
grace of our Lord has been abundant” (1:14). We 
stand under judgment but “Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners” (v.15). Our salvation is not 
based on our worthiness but on God’s love; grace is 
a gift, not something we earn. As the Israelites in the 
wilderness learned, God chooses to forgive us not 
because of who we are but because of who God is.

For reflection: What is my attitude toward the “tax 
collectors and sinners” in our world today? How 
does having been forgiven affect my attitude toward 
others who sin?

Lectionary Spirituality



Stewardship Reflection

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Everything I have is yours.”    Luke 15:31

Our Heavenly Father gives us everything, including the 
chance to share in His eternal kingdom.  Yet, like the Prod-
igal Son, we are often lured away by the materialism of our 
society.  Do you really want to turn your back on all that God 
offers in exchange for material wealth that has no lasting 
value?  God wants us to be happy on earth as well.  But, that 
requires us to freely accept His gift of faith; putting Him first 
in all things and detaching from our own self-sufficiency.

Father Joseph Westfall of Cross Catholic Outreach will be visiting our parish next week-
end to speak at all the Masses on behalf of the poor in developing countries. Cross Cath-
olic Outreach was founded to create a meaningful link between parishes in America and 
the priests and nuns working in the Church overseas in the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, Cen-
tral and South America.

Word of Life from the USCCB  

“Because of our belief and hope in the Resurrection, we can face death not with fear, but with 
preparation…. We prepare for eternal life by choosing to love and follow God now, in our daily 
lives and decisions.” Read more at www.respectlife.org/end-of-life-considerations.

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“Catholic Considerations for Our Earthly Passing”
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NURTURE YOUR FAITH: THE CHOSEN Returns

Beginning this Friday, September 16 we will be meeting to watch Season 
Two of the video THE CHOSEN. Join Fr Bruce and fellow parishioners on 
Friday nights for a group discussion centered on the video THE CHOSEN, 
a new video series that depicts the life of Jesus. Each week we will watch 
an episode of the video then take time for prayer and discussion. There 

will be eight meetings, concluding before our parish pilgrimage to Israel. We will gather Fridays at 7pm in the 
Daily Mass Chapel. Please call the Main Office or use the sign-up sheet at the hospitality table to register. There 
is no cost for this program and all are welcome.

MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE

Next weekend is our monthly food drive to support the Helping Hands food pantry at Sacred 
Heart. Paper bags with a list of items currently needed are available in the rear of the church. 
Please take one and return it with your food donation next weekend.

Living Out the Gospel

Stewardship

Respect Life Ministries

In Touch Ministry

Do You Know Someone Who is Homebound?
Our “In Touch Ministry” makes phone calls to the homebound. Volunteers are ready to make a phone call to 
“check in” with those who cannot come to us. If you know someone who would benefit from a regular phone call 
from one our parishioners, please contact the Main Office at 201-843-1888.

Collection of the Week

August 28th, 2022   $4,157.00
Faith Direct Avg. Weekly    $2,493.50
Total Collection    $6,650.50

Buildings & Grounds   $207.00
Mary’s Meals    $413.00

The Gift You Have Received, Give As Gift
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Parish News & Activities

Parish Pilgrimage to Israel

Walk where Jesus walked, pray where he prayed, sail 
where he sailed.

There is still room on our tour bus for the 
pilgrimage to Israel. If you’ve been thinking about 
joining us, now is the time to make your reservation. 
Opportunities like this do not happen often.

The Tomb of Jesus, located in the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, is one of the most visited sites in 
the world. A small cave like room is inside a chapel 
that was believed to have been built over Jesus’s cave 
tomb. Christians are permitted to enter and spend 
a few moments in prayer at this most sacred spot 
located not far from the shrine commemorating the 
Crucifixion.

A trip to the Holy Land a trip you will never 
forget. You will see the Bible in a new way. Sail on 
the Sea of Galilee, walk the Way of the Cross, visit 
Bethlehem, Cana, Capernaum, Nazareth and more. 
Experience the beauty of Israel this year. Join Fr 
Bruce and fellow-parishioners on an unforgettable 
pilgrimage this November.

The ten day pilgrimage leaves from Newark 
Airport on November 8. Brochures are available from 
the Main Office or at the hospitality table. Don’t miss 
out on this extraordinary trip. Reservations are 
now due. For more information, see Fr Bruce.

Quotable Quotes
Tradition is the living faith of the dead,

traditionalism is the dead faith of the living.

    Jaroslav Pelikan

Rosary Altar Society

Please consider joining the 
Rosary Altar Society of St. Philip’s

The Rosary Altar Society is a dedicated group 
of women helping to bring about increased devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary through prayer and the 
recitation of the Rosary.

The Society gathers as a body to attend the 
8:30 Mass on the first Sunday of each month.  

The First meeting will be Wednesday Sept. 
7th at 7pm in the school Auditorium. Meetings 
starting in October are held on the first Monday after 
the first Sunday of the month at 7P.M.  The Society 
also works to maintain the beauty of the Church and 
Altar.
 
Among the Society’s events are:
• Covered Dish Dinner
• Living Rosary 
• Crowning the Statue of the Blessed Virgin
• Woman’s Annual Retreat on the 2nd weekend of 

March
• Recitation of the Rosary after the 8:30 Mass Mon.-

Sat. mornings (all welcome, not just Rosarians)
• Communion Breakfast in October

All Women of the Parish are Welcome!
To join or further information, please contact 
Camille Tritto at 201-791-2318

The Rosary Altar Society will be holding its 
Communion breakfast on Sunday October 2, 2022 
following the 8:30AM Mass.  This year it will be held 
at Twin Door Tavern (formerly The Maywood Inn) 
Tickets are $28 and can be obtained at the Sept. 
meeting or by calling Mary at 201-791-5399.  All are 
welcome to attend.

The Rosary Altar Society is 
sponsoring a bus trip to see the show 
“David” at the Sight and Sound Theater 
on Thursday October 13, 2022. The bus 
will depart St. Philip’s parking lot at 8:30 
AM.  The cost is $135 which includes 
the bus, show and lunch at Bird in Hand 

restaurant. Checks should be made out to St Philip’s 
Rosary Altar Society. Tickets on a first come first 
served basis and may be obtained by calling Camille 
at 201-791-2318. All are welcome.



God’s Special Children, a 
religious education program 
for children with special 
needs, is currently accepting 
registrations for their 2022-

2023 year. The program is designed to address 
the unique learning needs of children with Autism 
Spectrum disorder, learning disabilities, anxiety, 
ADD/ADHD, Oppositional Defiance Disorder and 
others. If you have any questions regarding this 
program, kindly call or text the program director, 
Monica Maniscalco at 917-992-7904.

All boys & girls, 
grades 3 and above, who 
have received their First 
Communion are invited to 
become an Altar Server. 

God asks us to 
Serve.  One of the important 

messages God gives his people is to serve one another.  
By becoming an Altar Server, you can begin to fulfill 
God’s request.  Altar Servers serve the congregation, 
the priests and one another in celebrating the Mass. 

If you are interested in joining this important 
ministry, please contact Eileen in the rectory office.

RCIA—Four letters that stand for 
the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults. It is a process where 
non-Catholics explore our faith 
and are invited to become mem-
bers of the Catholic Church. Are 
you someone who…

• Has expressed an interest in being baptized
• Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic
• Was baptized Catholic as a child but has not com-

pleted the sacraments of First Communion or 
Confirmation

We gather for 10am Mass & meet afterwards. If you, 
or anyone you know would be interested in joining 
us, please contact the Religious Formation office with 
your name & phone number. We are excited to jour-
ney with you as we explore the Catholic faith together. 
Call 201-843-2240.
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Parish News & Activities

Registration is Open

Faith Formation is 
accepting registration 
for the 22-23 school 
year.  Those that were 
registered for 21-22 received a link to re-register 
for the 22-23 school year.  If you have a child in 1st 
through 8th grade & would like to enroll in our Faith 
Formation classes, please visit our website https://
stphilipsb.org/registration-form or contact the 
office at 201-843-2240. 

We are looking for Catechists willing to teach young 
children and help them to grow in the Catholic faith. 
We will guide you as to how you can join our dedicated 
team of wonderful Catechists.  Thank you.

Bethany Ministry: Volunteers Needed

We are looking for people who can assist at 
funeral Masses as servers and readers. This valuable 
ministry provides a visible sign of support for those 
who mourn. If you are interested in participating 
in this ministry, please contact Michele Keller at 
micheletk23@gmail.com

Traveling Divine Mercy Image

“By means of this image, I 
shall grant many graces to 
souls.” Jesus told St. Faustina.

 We are offering 
weekly opportunities to host 
the traveling image of Divine 
Mercy. Many have recorded 
testimonies of the graces 
received while the image was 
in their homes. 

Please pick up the image at the rectory on 
Friday and return it the following Thursday. The 
image will come in a tote bag with a stand for display 
and other informational/devotional materials. 
Please see the sign up book in the back of the church 
and select a week to host the image.

The Love of God

No matter how long it has been, the Love of God 
knows no time.  We celebrate the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation every Saturday at 4:30pm before the 5:30pm 
Mass or you may schedule private.
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Why You Should Register?

All members of the parish should be formally 
registered. You need be formally registered if 
you wish to arrange a Baptism, Confirmation 
or Wedding in the parish.  Registration is also 
our only means of certifying anyone for spon-
sorship letters for the sacraments.

Are You Registered at St. Philip’s?

Do you regularly attend Mass at St. Philip the 
Apostle, but have never formally registered?  
It’s easy.  Either come to the Rectory or visit 
our website:  www.stphilipsb.org and com-
plete a registration form. 

Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers

Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in 
You will be glad and forever will shout for joy.

Protect these soldiers as they discharge their duties.  
Protect them with the shield of Your strength and 
keep them safe from all evil and harm.

May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may 
ever praise You for Your loving care.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

 God Bless Our Troops

  1st LT Claire Betterbed
  CPT Elizabeth Betterbed
  LT Thomas Betterbed, DDS
  PFC. Joseph Camilleri
  CPL Joseph Decker
  CPT Erik J. Filipek
  PFC Andres Guerrero
  SPC Ben Hansen
  GMSR James V. Swank

TO THE PARENTS OF OUR YOUNG CHILDREN, 
MAY WE SUGGEST

Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t 
feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are 
welcome!

Sit toward the front where it is easier for your 
little ones to see and hear what’s going on at the altar. 
They tire of seeing the backs of other’s heads.

Quietly explain the parts of the Mass and 
actions of the priest, altar servers, choir etc.

Sing the hymns, pray and voice the responses. 
Children learn liturgical behavior by copying you.

If you have to leave Mass with your child, feel 
free to do so, but please come back. As Jesus said “Let 
the children come to me.”

Remember that the way we welcome children 
in church directly affects the way they respond to the 
church, to God, and to one another. Let them know 
that they are at home in this house of worship. 

TO OTHER MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH

The presence of children is a gift to the church 
and they are a reminder that our parish is growing.

Please welcome our children and give a smile 
of encouragement to their parents.

If you see a parent struggling, please offer to 
help them!

Parish News & Activities

Reminder

Check out our
Parish Website: stphilipsb.org
YouTube Channel: YouTube.com Saint Philip the Apostle Saddle Brook for PARISH VIDEOS and other im-
portant news and information.
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Baptism. Celebrated on the 3rd Saturday 
of the month. Call the rectory office to 
schedule your child’s baptism.

Marriages. To be scheduled at least 12 
months in advance. To plan the Sacrament 
of Marriage, please contact one of the 
parish priests.

Annointing of the Sick. If you would like 
to invite one of our priests to visit and pray 
with you or a loved one please call the 
rectory.

Pastor   Rev. Bruce Janiga 
Parochial Vicar Rev. Marek Bokota
Rectory Office  
Eileen Green, Office Manager
201 843 1888  
201 368 9161 (Fax) 
ourparish@stphilipsb.org 
www.stphilipsb.org

Music Ministry   
Basil Pizzuto, Director  
201 615 5299   
Francesca Kubian, Adult Choir
Barbara Weiner, Children’s Choir

Religious Education & RCLA
Peter K O’Brien M. Div., Director
Elaine Mogerman, Secretary
201 843 2240
reled@stphilipsb.org

God’s Special Children Rel. Ed
Monica Maniscalco, M. Ed, Dir.
917 992 7904
Instruction for Special Needs Children

Trustees
Dr. Richard Filipek
Camille Tritto

Parish Contact Information

Celebrating the Sacraments

Reconciliation. Every Saturday at 4:30 
PM before Mass. Private Reconciliation by 
appointment, call the rectory.

Devotions. Recitation of Rosary is daily 
after 8:30 AM Mass. Miraculous Medal 
Novena on Saturdays after 8:30 AM Mass.

Sunday Mass Schedule

Sundays  7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 
   12:00 PM

Weekdays and Saturdays

Monday - Friday  7:00 AM, 8:30 AM
Saturdays   8:30 AM  
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