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St. Philip the Apostle



I recently recovered from a mild case of COVID. Having been vaccinated and boostered I was hoping 
that I could avoid getting sick. But my doctor told me that the fact that I had a mild case is probably because 
I had taken the precautions. Most people who are hospitalized or get a severe case are unvaccinated. My 
symptoms were a scratchy, sore throat and some congestion: no fever, aches, fatigue, etc. The doctor prescribed 
the antiviral medication Paxlovid which assisted in a quick recovery. This episode reminds us that we are still 
battling a pandemic and must continue to be cautious. Looking back on earlier cases I’m grateful that we 
know so much more about how to deal with this virus. In the early months of the virus, people exposed to 
someone who was contagious were told to quarantine for more than a week. But now with rapid tests and a 
better understanding of how the virus spreads, the guidelines are much less restrictive. So please, be careful.

Religious education classes resumed last weekend. It was good to see so many of our young people 
come to learn about their faith. As a community of believers it is our task to be role models for our young 
people. I’d like to share a story with you today which reminds us how we can influence young people and how 
they can teach us something as well.

A man took his family to a restaurant for dinner. His 6-year-old son asked if he could say grace. They 
bowed their heads and the boy said, “God is good. God is great. Thank you for the food. And I would even thank 
you more if Mom gets us ice cream for dessert. And liberty and justice for all. Amen.”

Along with the laughter from the other customers nearby, a woman was heard to remark, “That’s what’s 
wrong with this country. Kids today don’t even know how to pray. Asking God for ice cream. Why, I never!”

Hearing this, the boy burst into tears. He said to his father, “Did I do it wrong? Is God mad at me?” The 
father held the boy and assured him he had done a terrific job and God was certainly not mad at him.

An elderly gentleman approached the table. He winked at the boy and said, “I happen to know that God 
thought that was a great prayer.”

“Really?” the boy asked.

“Cross my heart,” said the man. And then in a theatrical whisper he added, indicating the woman whose 
remark had started the whole thing, “Too bad she never asked for ice cream. A little ice cream is good for the 
soul sometimes.”

Naturally the father and mother bought the kids ice cream at the end of the meal. The 
6-year-old boy stared at him for a moment, and then did a remarkable thing. He picked up his 
sundae and without a word, walked over and placed it in front of the woman.

With a big smile he told her, “Here. This is for you. Ice cream is good for the soul 
sometimes, and my soul is good already.”

Maybe we’d all benefit from an ice cream sundae once in a while.

Have a blessed week!

In the Lord’s Love,
Fr Bruce
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A Note from the Pastor

Quotable Quotes

“If I were given the opportunity to present a gift to the next generation, it would be the ability for each individual 
to learn to laugh at himself.”
            Charles M Schulz
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Saturday September 24th
7:00 am † Mary Grace Dirks
8:30 am † Antoinette Phyllis Celia
5:30 pm In Thanksgiving for God’s Blessings

Sunday September 25th
7:00 am † Michael J. Roselli
8:30 am For the People
10:00 am † Giuseppa DiLisi
12:00 pm William & Janet Marchese
 26th Wedding Anniversary

Monday September 26th
7:00 am † Letitia Rutherford
8:30 am † Mary Sestanovich

Tuesday September 27th
 St. Vincent de Paul
7:00 am † Robert M. Gogal
8:30 am † Joseph Ceccacci

Wednesday September 28th
7:00 am † Carmelo Virga
8:30 am † Arthur Paschek
 2nd Anniversary
 
Thursday September 29th
7:00 am † Robert M. Gogal
8:30 am † Anna Vullo 

Friday September 30th
 St. Jerome
7:00 am † Thomas Bassano
8:30 am † Brian Beirne 

Saturday October 1st
 St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus
7:00 am For Our Benefactors 
8:30 am † Charles Arbachesky
5:30 pm For the People 

Sunday October 2nd
7:00 am † William J Golden
8:30 am Living & Deceased Members of 
 The Rosary Altar Society
10:00 am † Bridget Peachman
12:00 pm † Virginia Nielsen 

Mass Intentions for the Week

St. Therese  † Jesse Takach
  by Joanne & Raymond Martinez

Holy Family  † Frank & Carol Salerno
Candle  by Herman & Ann Gross and
  Nancy Small

St. Anthony  † Arthur Paschek
  by Rose Paschek

St. Jude  † Annabel Nardachone
  by Gatto Family

Hosts  † Jennifer Duffy
  by Karen M. Stichauner

Sanctuary  † Frances Cotroneo
Candle  by Domenica & Frank Parisi

Wine  † Jennifer & William Duffy
  by The Duffy family

St. Elizabeth † Bernie & George Smith
  by Larry Ratajczak

Betty Agnello, Ross Alfieri, Jacob Berard, Georgine 
Brancato, Marianne Cappello, Pat Cullen, Kathy Farid, 
Donald Fleisch, Patty H., Lucielle Hanselman, Wanda 
Kozloski, Marilyn McPartland, Jodi Ratajczak, Pamela 
Swenson, Steven Testa.

(This list will be updated monthly please call the
rectory if names need to be added or removed)

Memorials for September

Please Pray for the Deceased

 Margaret Borsella



4

26 Ord  September 25, 2022

First Reading  Amos 6: 1a, 4-7
Second Reading First Timothy 6:11-16
Gospel   Luke 16:19-31

The prophet Amos provides us with another 
“woe” or word of warning this weekend. This one is 
addressed to “those who are complacent (and)…secure” 
(6:1). While Zion is the mountain of Jerusalem, the 
“mount of Samaria” represents the Northern Kingdom. 
Thus our text can be read as addressed to citizens of 
both northern and southern kingdoms. The prophet 
speaks of “those who lie on beds of ivory” (v.4), a sign 
of excessive indulgence. These people are suffering 
from “affluenza”; they have too much wealth and don’t 
know what to do with it. Like the rich man in today’s 
gospel, they are blinded by their wealth and cannot see 
the poverty that surrounds them. To them the prophet 
speaks God’s words of judgment.

The words addressed to Timothy today 
are words for each of us as well. Timothy, a fellow 

Lectionary Spirituality

missionary with Paul, is a leader of the church at 
Ephesus. Through baptism, the letter tells us, God 
calls us to “pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, 
patience, and gentleness” (6:11). Our lives are meant to 
witness to our life in God.

The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 
continues the message of Amos. Purple clothes were a 
sign of great wealth in Jesus’ day because of the rarity 
of purple dye. The contrast between the description 
of the rich man, “who dressed in purple garments and 
fine linen” (16:19) and Lazarus, who was “covered with 
sores” (v.20) tells us that they are at opposite ends 
of the socio-economic scale. And while the rich man 
“dined sumptuously each day” (v.19) Lazarus did not. 
The added detail that the dogs “lick(ed) his sores”(v.21) 
makes his situation even more dire. Part of the tragedy 
of this story is that the rich man should have known 
better than to ignore Lazarus “lying at his door” (v.20); 
they are both children of Abraham.

For reflection: Where can I find the Lazaruses in 
society today? Are there things in my life that prevent 
me from seeing them? From assisting them?



Word of Life from the USCCB

“Because of our belief and hope in the 
Resurrection, we can face death not 
with fear, but with preparation…
We prepare for eternal life by choosing 
to love and follow God now, in our dai-
ly lives and decisions.”

Read more at www.respectlife.org/end-of-life-
considerations.

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“Catholic Considerations for Our Earthly Passing”
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THE CHOSEN is Back!

Join us on Friday nights for a group discussion 
centered on the video THE CHOSEN, a new video 
series that depicts the life of Jesus. Each week we 
will watch an episode from the second season of the 
video then take time for prayer and discussion. There 
will be eight meetings, concluding before our parish 
pilgrimage to Israel. We gather Fridays at 7pm in the 
Daily Mass Chapel. Please call the Main Office or use 
the sign-up sheet at the hospitality table to register. 
There is no cost for this program and all are welcome.

Living Out the Gospel

OREMUS Ministry: Let Us Pray

St Philip’s Oremus Ministry consists 
of parishioners who volunteer to 
pray for individuals with acute needs 
such as serious illness or death. The 
word “Oremus” is the Latin word 
that means “let us pray.” Our “PRAY-
ers” are contacted by e-mail when we 
receive a prayer request. If you know 
of someone who needs prayer or if you 
would like to take part in this ministry, 

please e-mail: prayers@stphilipsb.org.
Lord, I Believe, Increase My Faith!

Respect Life Ministries Nurture Your Faith

Monday  Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7;
  Lk 9:46-50

Tuesday  Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23;
  Ps 88:2-3, 4-5, 6, 7-8; Lk 9:51-56

Wednesday  Jb 9:1-12, 14-16;
  Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13, 14-15;
  Lk 9:57-62

Thursday  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12ab;
  Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5; Jn 1:47-51

Readings for the Week

Friday  Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5;
  Ps 139:1-3, 7-8, 9-10, 13-14ab;
  Lk 10:13-16

Saturday  Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17;
  Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130;
  Lk 10:17-24

Sunday  Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9;
  2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDIES

…continue with an examination of 
Luke’s Gospel. Meetings are held 
in the Daily Mass Chapel at 9:30am 
and 7:00pm. All are welcome.



The Heritage Fund

The Heritage Fund provides an opportunity 
for you to support programs and other needs for 
our parish, enabling us to continue our mission of 
sharing and passing on the faith to future generations 
as well as keeping our facilities in good condition and 
enhancing the beauty of our worship. Every few weeks 
we publish a “wish list” of items based on specific 
needs. We invite you to consider contributing to the 
fund in honor of or in memory of someone, enabling 
us to continue our mission to spread the light of 
Christ. Recently we purchased a new computer and 
printer/scanner for the Main Office with donations 
to the fund. Looking forward we need to replace the 
electronic sign on Saddle River Road. And we’d like 
to purchase a sign over the main doors to the church. 
Once we have prices we will post them.

Thanks to all who contribute to this fund.

   Wish List
            (select items)

Item                 Estimated Cost

DVDs for Parish Library  $20 each
Church air conditioning  $14,000
replacement
Books for Readers   $325
Church porch repairs   TBD
New electronic sign   TBD 
Church entrance sign   TBD

The Little Bethlehem Christians

… are scheduled to visit us on the 
weekend of October 8-9. Perhaps this 
is the year to invest in a bambinello 
for your Christmas celebration. We 
adopted the tradition of the “Blessing 
of the Bambinelli” at St Philip’s three 
years ago. Begun by Pope St John Paul 
II it is a beautiful way for families to 
prepare for Christmas. We will have 

our blessing ceremony on the last Sunday of Advent. 

Know that by purchasing from them you are 
supporting the Christian community still living in the 
Holy Land.
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Stewardship Reflection

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“My child, remember that you received what was good 
during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received 
what was bad; but now he is comforted here, whereas 
you are tormented.  Moreover, between us and you a 
great chasm is established…”     Luke 16:25-26

When God created the world He declared that it was 
good and He gave it to all mankind for us to enjoy.  
However, over the years we have created a chasm 
between those who have great gifts and those who 
do not.  In today’s Gospel we see that with our own 
generosity we must bridge that gap between those 
who have much and those who have little or we may 
find ourselves on the wrong side of the chasm in the 
next life.

The Gift You Have Received, Give As Gift

Respect Life Ministries

Please consider a donation to the 
fund in honor of, or in memory of a 
loved one or ”just because”. In some 
parishes people designate this type of 
fund “in lieu of flowers” when a loved 
one passes away. We have beautiful 
cards to acknowledge your gift. 
Another idea is to designate the fund 
as a beneficiary when you plan your 

estate. For more information, contact Fr Bruce or call 
the Main Office.

Next Weekend’s Second Collection

…is the monthly Archdiocesan 
Assessment Collection. As a part 
of the Archdiocese of Newark we 
are required to pay an assessment 
of 14% of our offertory to the 
Archdiocese to support the work of the Church of 
Newark. This collection helps us pay this amount and 
is not included in the amount assessed. Thanks for 
your continued support of this collection.

Collection of the Week

September 11th, 2022   $4,590.00
Faith Direct Avg. Weekly  $2,702.50
Total Collection    $7,292.50

Buildings & Grounds  $265.00
Catholic University $709.00
of America



All boys & girls, grades 3 and above, who have received their First Communion are 
invited to become an Altar Server.

God asks us to Serve.  One of the important messages God gives his people is to serve 
one another.  By becoming an Altar Server, you can begin to fulfill God’s request.  Altar 
Servers serve the congregation, the priests and one another in celebrating the Mass. 

If you are interested in joining this important ministry, please contact Eileen in the 
rectory office.
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Parish Pilgrimage to Israel

Walk where Jesus walked, pray where he prayed, sail where he sailed.

A group of parishioners will be traveling to the Holy Land in November 
on pilgrimage. Please pray for them as they journey through the land of the 
Bible.

If you have any prayer petitions you would like them to carry to the 
Holy Land, please leave them at the hospitality table or bring them to the 
Main Office and your intentions will be prayed for during the pilgrimage.

Parish News & Activities

Rosary Altar Society

The Rosary Altar Society will be holding its Communion breakfast on Sunday October 2, 
2022 following the 8:30AM Mass.  This year it will be held at Twin Door Tavern (formerly 
The Maywood Inn) Tickets are $28 and can be obtained by calling Mary at 201-791-5399.  
All are welcome to attend.

The Rosary Altar Society is sponsoring a bus trip to see the show “David” 
at the Sight and Sound Theater on Thursday October 13, 2022. The bus will 
depart St. Philip’s parking lot at 8:30 AM.  The cost is $135 which includes the 
bus, show and lunch at Bird in Hand restaurant. Checks should be made out 
to St Philip’s Rosary Altar Society. Tickets are on a first come first served basis 
and may be obtained by calling Camille at 201-791-2318. All are welcome!

Faith Formation

God’s Special Children, a religious education program for children with special needs, is 
currently accepting registrations for their 2022-2023 year. The program is designed to 
address the unique learning needs of children with Autism Spectrum disorder, learning 
disabilities, anxiety, ADD/ADHD, Oppositional Defiance Disorder and others. If you have 
any questions regarding this program, kindly call or text the program director, Monica 
Maniscalco at 917-992-7904.

Faith Formation is accepting registration for the 22-23 school year.  Those that were 
registered for 21-22 received a link to re-register for the 22-23 school year.  If you have 
a child in 1st through 8th grade & would like to enroll in our Faith Formation classes, 
please visit our website https://stphilipsb.org/registration-form or contact the office 
at 201-843-2240. 

We are looking for Catechists willing to teach young children and help them to grow in the Catholic faith. We will 
guide you as to how you can join our dedicated team of wonderful Catechists.  Thank you.
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Parish News & Activities

Bergen Catholic will be hosting an Open House on Tuesday November 1st 
at 7:00pm. Mass will be held in the chapel at 6:00pm for All Saints Day. 
Registration can be found on the Bergen Catholic website. For questions, please 
feel free to contact the admissions office at admissions@bergencatholic.org

Catholic High School Open Houses

Don Bosco Prep will be hosting two fall Open Houses, on Thursday, September 
29th from 6:30-8:30pm, and Sunday, October 23rd from 1-3pm, preceded by 
12 noon Mass. Learn more and register today at www.donboscoprep.org, 
and come and explore life as an Ironman!

RCIA—Four letters that stand for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. It is a process 
where non-Catholics explore our faith and are invited to become members of the Catholic 
Church. Are you someone who…

• Has expressed an interest in being baptized
• Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic
• Was baptized Catholic as a child but has not completed the sacraments of First  

   Communion or Confirmation

We gather for 10am Mass & meet afterwards. If you, or anyone you know would be interested in joining us, 
please contact the Religious Formation office with your name & phone number. We are excited to journey with 
you as we explore the Catholic faith together. Call 201-843-2240.

Academy of Holy Angels will be hosting a fall Open Houses, on Sunday, October 2, 2022. Learn 
more and register today at www.holyangels.com/admissions

Children’s Choir News

Welcome back!!  We are excited to announce that the St. Philip’s Children’s Choir will be starting up 
again the first week of October!  

If you are a child in grades 2-8 we would like to invite you to become a member of our Chil-
dren’s Choir.  By giving your time and talent to our parish community you will be serving God in His Church, 
making new friends and having fun singing together.  In addition, if you are preparing for Confirmation, you 
will be able to use choir hours for Community Service!  

 
The Children’s Choir will practice every Sunday that Religious Ed is in session. Practices are 

held in the Daily Mass Chapel from 11 AM until 11:50 AM. 

The Choir sings at the 10 AM Mass about once a month, at special Holiday services throughout 
the Church year and at the annual Christmas Concert in December. Our first practice will be held on 
October 2, 2022.

 
If you are interested in joining us, please fill out the information below and bring it to the rectory or 

give it to Basil, our music director.  Thanks!!!
      

              Barbara Weiner, Children’s Choir Director

Name
Grade
Phone Numbers
Parent/Guardian Signature

 If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Weiner, the Children’s Choir Director via e-mail at 
baweiner@optonline.net.
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Baptism. Celebrated on the 3rd Saturday 
of the month. Call the rectory office to 
schedule your child’s baptism.

Marriages. To be scheduled at least 12 
months in advance. To plan the Sacrament 
of Marriage, please contact one of the 
parish priests.

Annointing of the Sick. If you would like 
to invite one of our priests to visit and pray 
with you or a loved one please call the 
rectory.

Pastor   Rev. Bruce Janiga 
Parochial Vicar Rev. Marek Bokota
Rectory Office  
Eileen Green, Office Manager
201 843 1888  
201 368 9161 (Fax) 
ourparish@stphilipsb.org 
www.stphilipsb.org

Music Ministry   
Basil Pizzuto, Director  
201 615 5299   
Francesca Kubian, Adult Choir
Barbara Weiner, Children’s Choir

Religious Education & RCLA
Peter K O’Brien M. Div., Director
Elaine Mogerman, Secretary
201 843 2240
reled@stphilipsb.org

God’s Special Children Rel. Ed
Monica Maniscalco, M. Ed, Dir.
917 992 7904
Instruction for Special Needs Children

Trustees
Dr. Richard Filipek
Camille Tritto

Parish Contact Information

Celebrating the Sacraments

Reconciliation. Every Saturday at 4:30 
PM before Mass. Private Reconciliation by 
appointment, call the rectory.

Devotions. Recitation of Rosary is daily 
after 8:30 AM Mass. Miraculous Medal 
Novena on Saturdays after 8:30 AM Mass.

Sunday Mass Schedule

Sundays 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM

Weekdays and Saturdays

Monday - Friday 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM
Saturdays  7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 5:30  PM
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