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First Sunday of Advent
November 20, 2022

St. Philip the Apostle



Please Pray for the Deceased

Charles Hofsaes
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Saturday November 26th
7:00 am Rory Mende
8:30 am † Marilyn Bourhis -1st Anniversary
5:30 pm † Rose Romito

Sunday November 27th
7:00 am † Sr. Helene Marie
8:30 am † Victor Oliveti
10:00 am For the People
12:00 pm † Joan Landolfi

Monday November 28th
7:00 am † Carmelo Virga
8:30 am † Carmela Del Casale

Tuesday November 29th
7:00 am † All Souls
8:30 am God’s Blessings for Fr. Kajetan Klein

Wednesday November 30th
 St. Andrew the Apostle
7:00 am † All Souls
8:30 am God’s Blessings for Patricia Cullen 

Thursday December 1st
7:00 am God’s Blessings for the Macaluso
 Family
8:30 am † Bridget Peachman

Friday December 2nd
7:00 am † Arlene Ottina
8:30 am † Harry Reid Jr-20th Anniversary

Saturday December 3rd
 St. Francis Xavier
7:00 am For Our Benefactors 
8:30 am † Agnes Ramsay
5:30 pm † Meghan Hughes

Sunday  December 4th
7:00 am For the People
8:30 am Living & Deceased Members of the
 Rosary Altar Society
10:00 am † Michael Murcko
12:00 pm † Evelyn Marx

Mass Intentions for the Week

Holy Family Candle Living & Deceased Members of
   the Cypher & Marks Family
   by Cypher Family

Sanctuary Candle † Edward and Euginia Strojny
   by Witold K. Krzewski

St. Jude   † Mary Carcara
   by the Carcara Family

St. Anthony   Albert Gliatta and Connie
   Gliatta-Antine
   by Lorraine Gliatta

St. Therese   † Living & Deceased Membera
   of the Small & Consiglio 
Families
   by Nancy Small

St. Elizabeth  † Richard Baginski
   by Baginski Family

Wine and Host  Still Available

Memorials for November

Monday Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9;
 Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12 -13, 17;
 Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11;
 Mt 4:18-22

Thursday Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;
 Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31

Saturday Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6;
 Mt 9:35 -10:1, 5a, 6-8

Sunday Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
 Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12

Readings for the Week

Betty Agnello, Ross Alfieri, Eric Angeles, 
Jacob Berard, Georgine Brancato, Marianne 
Cappello, Pat Cullen, Joann Diangelis, Kathy 
Farid, Donald Fleisch, Patty H., Lucielle 
Hanselman, Wanda Kozloski, Nancy 
Lyden, Marilyn McPartland, Don Price, Jodi 

Ratajczak, Pamela Swenson, Steven Testa, Henry Wortche.

(This list will be updated monthly please call the rectory if names need to be 
added or removed)
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From the Liturgy Committee: The Advent Wreath: Questions and Answers

Although Advent Wreaths are a popular Christian custom, many are unaware of the 
symbolism embedded in the tradition. Here are some answers to the questions we’ve 
heard:

Q. What is the history of the wreath?
A. Various origins are ascribed to the wreath. As a Christian practice, it seems to have started among 
German Lutherans several centuries ago. In modern times it was adopted by Catholics and, though 
it was originally intended to be a household devotion, it also became part of the church decorations 
for Advent in some countries after the Second Vatican Council. The Advent candles demonstrate the 
strong contrast between darkness and light. Christ the “Light of the World” stands in contrast with the 
darkness of sin. As his Advent, or “coming,” draws nearer another candle is lit, each candle dispelling 
the darkness a little more. The Advent wreath helps us to contemplate the birth of God Incarnate who 
comes to redeem the human race.

Q. Why do we use a wreath?
A. The candles are arranged in a circular fashion; the wreath of green foliage is a convenient means to 
create that arrangement in the winter season. The circle, without beginning or end, symbolizes God’s 
complete and unending love for us—a love that sent his Son into the world to redeem us from the curse 
of sin. It also represents eternal life, which becomes ours through faith in Jesus Christ.

Q. Why do we use 4 candles?
A. The Advent Wreath traditionally holds four, one for each of the Sundays of Advent, though originally 
Advent had six Sundays. Some Advent wreath traditions also include a fifth white “Christ” candle, 
symbolizing purity, that is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas day. 

Q. Why are the candles violet?
A. Violet is the liturgical color of Advent. As illustrated in the calendar from the US Bishops’ website, the 
prescribed liturgical color for all four Sundays is violet. The days in white or red are feasts of martyrs 
and other saints. In Advent, we wait spiritually in “darkness” in joyful anticipation for the Christ who 
is to come, just as the whole world waited before Christ’s birth. We use 4 violet candles to embrace the 
unity of the Advent season. Although rose is an option for the Third Sunday of Advent (called Gaudete 
Sunday prior to the revision of the Roman Missal in 1969), the preferred liturgical color is violet. And 
since the Advent Wreath is not a liturgical item there is no requirement that the color conform with the 
vestments. Some churches use white, others still use rose. 
 
Q. Why isn’t the wreath located in the sanctuary?
A. Developed as a household devotional item, the wreath is not part of the liturgical celebration and so 
it is not placed in the sanctuary. In many churches it is positioned near the entrance of the church but 
here at St Philip’s the tradition is to suspend it from the ceiling in the front of the nave. In this location 
it serves as a window between heaven and earth, allowing God’s light to come to us.



Prayer for Advent Week 1

Sometimes having special prayers for 
Christmas helps us refocus on themes 
that we have forgotten, or shows us 
things we have forgotten. Here is a 
prayer for the first week of Advent, as we 
remember the theme of hope:

Lord Jesus, so 
often during this 
time of year we 
are tempted to 
not focus on you. 
We have so much 
to do, so much to 
prepare for, and 
the stress is often 
harder than we 
can bear. We are 
tempted to think 
that if we do not 
have control of 
everything right now, nothing will 
work out. Remind us that in the end, 
our hope is not in the little things we 
do now. Our hope is in your, the perfect 
lamb of God, who was prophesied for 
hundreds of years and came exactly 
when you were supposed to. You were 
there before the world was created, 
you died on earth and came back 
to life, and sit at God the Father’s 
right-hand today. Help us remember 
the inheritance we have as your 
followers, and that regardless of our 
circumstances, that inheritance does 
not change. Show us how to put our 
hope in you this day, and find the long 
view of reality we need. We ask for 
these things in your name, Amen.

4

Gianna Rose  Barragan

November 16, 2022
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Living Out the Gospel

St Vincent de Paul

First Sunday of Advent
There is an Advent spirit in the heart of every human person. It is one of longing, of yearning 
for a fulfillment that somehow lies beyond ourselves; for we long for the coming of the Lord.

As you put your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box, your heart will discover the 
true meaning of Christmas as you help those who are suffering and poor to long for 
the coming of the Lord.

Once again, our Giving Tree will be starting early this 
year and we will again be requesting a donation of gift cards 
rather than actual gifts.  These could be Walmart, Target, bank, 
or similar cards.  This will enable the recipients to obtain 
a gift or necessity of their choosing.  Any amount would be 
appreciated. Please be sure to indicate card value. The cards 
can be dropped off at Mass or at the rectory from Now thru 
the 27th.  We will also be DECORATING the tree – for every 
gift card received, we will place an ornament on the tree.  With 
your help, we will have a beautifully decorated tree for Advent.  

COAT AND OUTERWEAR DRIVE

       “USED” AS WELL AS NEW
The Knights of Columbus # 2842 Rochelle Park/Saddle Brook is 
conducting their annual Coat and Outerwear Drive for the less 
fortunate.  Please check your closets, attics and basements for adult 
men’s and women’s COATS AND OUTERWEAR, help keep someone in 
need warm this winter.

 
We will be collecting these items until Friday, December 23rd. This 
YEAR the CLOTHING WILL BE DONATED TO ST. LUCY’S SHELTER 
IN JERSEY CITY.  (ST LUCY’S PROVIDES FOOD, CLOTHING AND 
HOUSING FOR THOSE IN NEED)

Respect Life Ministries

OREMUS Ministry: Let Us Pray

St Philip’s Oremus Ministry 
consists of parishioners who 
volunteer to pray for individuals 
with acute needs such as serious 
illness or death. The word 
“Oremus” is the Latin word that 
means “let us pray.” Our “PRAY-
ers” are contacted by e-mail when 
we receive a prayer request. If 
you know of someone who needs 
prayer or if you would like to 
take part in this ministry, please 
e-mail: prayers@stphilipsb.org

Rosary Altar Society

The annual Christmas 
Party will be on Thursday 
December 1st at MezzaNotte 
Restaurant in Fair Lawn, NJ. 
The cost is $40. Tickets may 
be obtained by calling Rose 
at (201) 398-0292
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Stewardship

The Gift You Have Received, Give As Gift

Stewardship Reflection

1st Sunday of Advent
“Therefore, stay awake!  For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.” Matthew 24:42

People who have had health issues or near-death experiences generally have a greater appreciation for each day 
being a gift from God.  The rest of us usually take for granted that we will be around tomorrow.  But when you 
start to look at each day as a gift, you realize all the little miracles that happen daily and you begin to see God’s 
active presence in your life.  You grow in gratitude, each day, for all that we have been given.

Collections of the Week
         2022 2022 # of Envelopes      Average/Family      2021
November 13th, 2022  $3,082.00  134   $26.40  $3,860.00
Faith Direct Avg. Weekly  $2,731.25       $2,038.00
Total Collection   $5,813.25        $5,898.00

Military Services  $843.00  67   $8.09  $0.00
Buildings & Grounds  $165.00       $177.00

Thank you for the continued support of our church.

Next Weekend’s Second Collection

…is the monthly Archdiocesan Assessment Collection. As a part of the Archdiocese of 
Newark we are required to pay an assessment of 14% of our offertory to the Archdiocese 
to support the work of the Church of Newark. This collection helps us pay this amount and 
is not included in the amount assessed. Thanks for your continued support.

The Heritage Fund

The Heritage Fund provides an opportunity for you to support programs and other needs for our parish, enabling 
us to continue our mission of sharing and passing on the faith to future generations as well as keeping our 
facilities in good condition and enhancing the beauty of our worship. Every few weeks we publish a “wish list” 
of items based on specific needs. We invite you to consider contributing to the fund in honor of or in memory of 
someone, enabling us to continue our mission to spread the light of Christ.

Please consider a donation to the fund in honor of, or in memory of a loved one or “just because”. In some 
parishes people designate this type of fund “in lieu of flowers” when a loved one passes away. We have beautiful 
cards to acknowledge your gift.

Another idea is to designate the fund as a beneficiary when you plan your estate. For more information, contact 
Fr Bruce or call the Main Office.
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Lord, I Believe, Increase My Faith!

We recently completed our group screening of season 
two of The Chosen. 

The first two episodes of season three are premiering 
in movie theaters this weekend and will soon be 
available without cost online. We will screen them 
early next year. But in the meantime, you can watch 
The Chosen for free online anytime.

Visit https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen

God’s Special Children, a 
religious education program 
for children with special 
needs, is currently accepting 
registrations for their 2022-
2023 year. The program is 

designed to address the unique learning needs of 
children with Autism Spectrum disorder, learning 
disabilities, anxiety, ADD/ADHD, Oppositional 
Defiance Disorder and others. If you have any questions 
regarding this program, kindly call or text the program 
director, Monica Maniscalco at 917-992-7904.

Classes have started!  
Have you registered yet 
with Faith Formation for 
the 22-23 school year?  
Those who were registered 
for 21-22 received a link to 
re-register for the 22-23 school year.  If you have a 
child in 1st through 8th grade & would like to enroll 
in our Faith Formation classes, please visit our 
website https://stphilipsb.org/registration-form or 
contact the office at 201-843-2240. 

    We are looking for Catechists willing to teach 
young children and help them to grow in the 
Catholic faith. We will guide you as to how you can 
join our dedicated team of wonderful Catechists.  
Thank you.

RCIA—Four letters that stand for the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults. It is a process where non-Catholics 
explore our faith and are invited to become members 
of the Catholic Church. Are you someone who…

• Has expressed an interest in being baptized?
• Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic?
• Was baptized Catholic as a child but has not 

completed the sacraments of First Communion or 
Confirmation?

We gather for 10am Mass & meet afterwards. If you, 
or anyone you know would be interested in joining 

us, please contact the Religious 
Formation office with your name 
& phone number. We are excited to 
journey with you as we explore the 
Catholic faith together. Call 201-843-
2240.

Nurture Your Faith

Parish News & Activities

Sister Mary Michele Croghan, SC was the beloved 
Principle for St. Philip the Apostle School.  She had 
touched the lives of so many and shared God’s love 
to each and everyone she came to know in her life.  
Because of this St. Philip the Apostle Church has 
dedicated the Auditorium (Hall/Gym) in honor of her.  
The Auditorium is now called “Sister Mary Michele 
Croghan, SC Hall” 

Wednesday Night Bible Study is on a temporary hiatus.  
We will resume on November 30 at 7:00pm with a 4 
week Advent Reflection.  The cost of the books is $5.



SADDLE BROOK CUB SCOUT PACK 222

Presales/sales outside all masses.

THIS WEEKEND

 Saturday  11/26 5:00pm - 7:00pm 
 Sunday  11/27 8:00am - 1:00pm

St. Philip the Apostle
488 Saddle River Rd. Saddle Brook

PREORDER WREATHS BY VENMO @CASEYROSEY
CONTACT CASEY at SBPACK222@gmail.com

NOT SPONSORED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
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Parish News & Activities

Please take a chance & support our ministries at St. 
Philip the Apostle Parish.   The 50/50 Cash Prize will 
be drawn immediately following the 12pm Mass on 
Sunday, December 11th.

 The current jackpot is $1,085.00*
 
Each registered family of the parish received six (6) 
50/50 tickets. Tickets are $10 each. 
 
If you would like additional tickets, they are available 
at the Rectory office or from our hospitality table 
after Mass.  

What a wonderful Christmas present
winning would be!

     If you notice an error in any part of your mailing 
address ,kindly mark the label with the changes and 
return to the collection basket or the Rectory office. 

*as of 11/11/2022

Christmas Mass Schedule

As you, make plans for celebrating 
Christmas we wanted to inform 
you of the schedule of Masses.

Christmas Eve
4:00 pm, 5:30 pm, 10:00 pm

Christmas Day
7:00 am, 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 noon

A copy of the schedule will be mailed to all registered 
parishioners.

Take ADVENTage:
Advent/Christmas Opportunities

Welcoming Christ at Christmas

In the coming weeks, many more people than 
usual will be coming through our church doors for 
the Christmas holidays. Many of these people are 
searching for a place—a community—where they 
can express their faith. Please remember that just 
as we have sung in the past and will sing again, “All 
Are Welcome”. We have the opportunity not to judge 
but to be Christ-like; warm and welcoming to ALL 
this Christmas. Remember, we cannot complain that 
more Catholics do not come to Mass and then give 
them a reason not to come back by the way we treat 
them when they show up at Christmas.

The Love of God

No matter how long it has been, the Love of God knows no time.  We celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
every Saturday at 4:30pm before the 5:30pm Mass or you may schedule private.
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Baptism. Celebrated on the 3rd Saturday of the 
month. Call the rectory office to schedule your 
child’s baptism.

Marriages. To be scheduled at least 12 months in 
advance. To plan the Sacrament of Marriage, please 
contact one of the parish priests.

Annointing of the Sick. If you would like to invite 
one of our priests to visit and pray with you or a 
loved one please call the rectory.

Reconciliation. Every Saturday at 4:30 PM before 
Mass. Private Reconciliation by appointment, call the 
rectory.

Devotions. Recitation of Rosary is daily after 8:30 
AM Mass. Miraculous Medal Novena on Saturdays 
after 8:30 AM Mass.

Pastor   Rev. Bruce Janiga 
Parochial Vicar Rev. Marek Bokota
Rectory Office  
Eileen Green, Office Manager
201 843 1888  
201 368 9161 (Fax) 
ourparish@stphilipsb.org 
www.stphilipsb.org

Music Ministry   
Basil Pizzuto, Director  
201 615 5299   
Francesca Kubian, Adult Choir
Barbara Weiner, Children’s Choir

Religious Education & RCLA
Peter K O’Brien M. Div., Director
Elaine Mogerman, Secretary
201 843 2240
reled@stphilipsb.org

God’s Special Children Rel. Ed
Monica Maniscalco, M. Ed, Dir.
917 992 7904
Instruction for Special Needs Children

Trustees
Dr. Richard Filipek
Camille Tritto

Parish Contact Information

Parish News & Activities

Sunday Mass Schedule
5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)

7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM &12:00 PM

Weekdays & Saturdays Holy Days
7:00 AM & 8:30 AM 5:30 PM (Eve), 12:10 PM & 7:00 PM

Nov 27th & 28th

Dec 1st

Dec 3rd
Dec 8th

Dec 10th

Dec 11th

Scouts Wreaths $25 Orders
at all masses
Rosary Altar Society
Christmas Party
First Reconciliation
Immaculate Concepcion
(Holy Day)
Cub Scouts Vendor Show

Santa Photos

50/50 Drawing after 12pm 
Mass

9:00 AM-
3:00 PM
10:30 AM-
1:00 PM

Upcoming Parish Events
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