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A Note from the Pastor

O Come, O Come Emmanuel!

These are the words we sing in the final days of 
Advent as our focus shifts from anticipating Christ’s Second 
Coming to preparing to celebrate his birth in Bethlehem.

In the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem there is a 
shrine that commemorates the traditional spot where Christ 
was born. A simple metal star on the floor has an opening in 
its center, allowing pilgrims to touch the ground below. On 
our recent pilgrimage we waited over an hour and a half to 
enter the grotto that housed the altar. It is an amazing feeling 
to consider that two thousand years ago God entered our world as an infant in order to show how 
much we are loved and, by embracing our humanity gave us a share in his divinity.

In these final days of Advent we prepare to celebrate that event once again. But it is not the 
“baby Jesus” we adore but the Risen One whose birth we commemorate. Let us make our hearts 
ready to remember how the “word became flesh” and what it means to be children of God.

These final days before Christmas seem to fly by so quickly. Thankfully Christmas is more 
than a day – it is a season. So try to find some time to reflect upon the true meaning of Christmas: 
God’s love for humanity and desire to share with us the gift of eternal life. If you have the time, 
consider attending weekday Mass. Or find some time to reflect on the readings for the Christmas 
season. A small investment in your spiritual well-being will yield a large dividend of God’s grace.

A considerable portion of our annual budget - $25,000, is accounted for in our Christmas 
collection. Last year we came close: $24,901. Like many other churches, we are still experiencing a 
noticeable drop in Sunday attendance and offertory in light of the pandemic. People usually make 
a larger gift to the parish for Christmas and Easter and I am aware that some families might not 
be able to give as much as they have in the past because of their own financial difficulties. But I 
am praying that others might be able to give a larger Christmas gift to St Philip’s as a result of the 
blessings received this year. Please know that I am always thankful for your generosity and for 
that, you are all always in my prayers.

This weekend we will continue the custom of the Blessing of the Bambinelli at all Masses. 
This tradition goes back to 1969 when Pope Paul VI initiated it. Pope John Paul II popularized it 
during his pontificate. It is a beautiful tradition to start as a family.

On behalf of the pastoral staff here at St Philip’s I extend to you and your loved ones our 
prayers for a Blessed Christmas. May the light of the Christ child shine in your hearts and guide 
your lives.

In the Lord’s Love,
Fr Bruce

Emma Philini Fernando
&

Mikaela Susana Cigna
December 17, 2022

Quotable Quotes

“Teach your children to pray so when their young hearts 
are broken and hurting, they can go to God instead of 

turning to this world.”
 
     Anonymous
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Saturday December 17th
7:00 am † Stanley Joseph Valenick
8:30 am † Zenobia Faryno
5:30 pm Sansano Grandchildren

Sunday December 18th
7:00 am † Donald Vogt
8:30 am † Michael Del Casale
10:00 am Living & Deceased Members of 
 the Yanni & Schulte Families
12:00 pm Living & Deceased Members of 
 the Calderone & Gross Family

Monday December 19th
7:00 am Denise Guilbert
8:30 am † Norbert and Michael Small

Tuesday December 20th
7:00 am Camile Lanza
8:30 am † Carol Pichnarcik

Wednesday December 21st
7:00 am † Blake Katkowski
8:30 am † Peter Liberi

Thursday December 22nd
7:00 am † Florencio Costea
8:30 am † Nikola Morin

Friday December 23rd
7:00 am † Mafalda Pellegrino
8:30 am † Mary, William, Bill and Richard Merkle

Saturday December 24th
7:00 am † Cavalli Family
8:30 am † Giuseppe and Anna Vullo
4:00 pm † Christmas Blessings for the People
5:30 pm † Christmas Blessings for the People
10:00 pm † Christmas Blessings for the People

Sunday December 25th
7:00 am † Christmas Blessings for the People
8:30 am † Christmas Blessings for the People
10:00 am † Christmas Blessings for the People
12:00 pm † Christmas Blessings for the People

Mass Intentions for the Week

St. Therese  † Living & Deceased Members of
  the Sestanovich & DiFeo Families
  by Mary Sestanovich & family

Holy Family  † Gara & Soden Families
Candle  by Nancy Gara & Family

Sanctuary  † Norbert & Michael Small
Candle  by Nancy Small

St. Jude  † Jennifer & William Duffy
  by the Stichauner Family

Hosts  Special Intention
  by Pat & Bill Major

Wine  † Richard Ardito
  by Louise Ardito

Memorials for December

Monday  Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a,
  10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or
  Lk 1:39-47

Tuesday  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18,
  19 and 23; Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday  Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab and
  10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 7:18B-23

Thursday  Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a  
  and 13b; Lk 7:24-30

Friday  Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8;
  Jn 5:33-36

Saturday  Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8,
  17; Mt 1:1-17

Sunday  Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6;
  Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24

Readings for the Week

Betty Agnello, Ross Alfieri, Eric 
Angeles, Jacob Berard, Georgine 
Brancato, Pat Cullen, Joann Diangelis, 
Patty H., Wanda Kozloski, Nancy 
Lyden, Marilyn McPartland, Don Price, 
Pamela Swenson, Henry Wortche.

(This list will be updated monthly please call the rectory if names need to be 
added or removed)

Please Pray for the Deceased

Richard F. Triolo
Larry Ratajczak



“Perhaps one of your friends has become 
pregnant unexpectedly. As someone who 
has been there, I encourage you to support 
your friend in her new journey of being a 
mother.” Learn ten tips at respectlife.org/
support-her.

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting”
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Lectionary Spirituality

First Reading    Isaiah 7:10-14
Second Reading   Romans 1:1-7
Gospel    Matthew 1:18-24

In the days immediately preceding Christmas 
our readings and prayers turn their focus to the events 
leading up to the birth of Jesus. In today’s gospel Matthew 
tells us “how the birth of Jesus Christ came about” (1:18). 
Betrothal was a legally binding relationship preceding 
marriage that was only ended by death or divorce. When 
Joseph discovers that Mary, his betrothed, is pregnant 
he decides to divorce her. But God intervenes, sending 
an angel to him in a dream to explain that, “it is through 
the holy Spirit that this child has been conceived” (v.20). 
Matthew explains that “this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had said through the prophet” (v.22) Isaiah, referring 
to our first reading today. For Matthew and his church 
Jesus is truly Emmanuel, God with us.

Isaiah, whose career was in the 8th century BC, 
speaks God’s word to King Ahaz, who was wavering in 
his faith. For Isaiah it was important that the king realize 
that God has not abandoned them. His prophecy of the 
birth of a child is to be a sign to the king that God has 
not abandoned them. The Hebrew text of Isaiah refers 
to a “young woman” who will give birth. It is the Greek 

text, identifying her as a “virgin” that Matthew and his 
community see as a prophecy of the birth of Jesus. In Isaiah 
we have an example of a prophetic text that finds meaning 
in its original context as well as in the life of Jesus.

Paul, writing to the Romans, describes Jesus 
as God’s Son, “descended from David” (1:3) but also 
“established as Son of God in power” (v.4) For Paul Jesus 
is the realization of the gospel “which (God) promised 
previously through his prophets” (v.2). The one whose 
birth we celebrate unites us with God by sharing in our 
human nature.

For reflection: What is your response to Joseph’s decision 
to divorce Mary? How does the Incarnation make a 
difference in your life?
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Living Out the Gospel

Giving Tree

Thanks to all who contributed 
to our annual Giving Tree. We 
collected $4595 in gifts cards. 
Thanks for all your support. The 
tree will remain in place through 
the Christmas Season. Each tag on 
the tree represents a gift received. 
Bless you for decorating the 
holidays of the needy in our area. 

COAT AND OUTERWEAR DRIVE

“USED” AS WELL AS NEW

The Knights of Columbus # 
2842 Rochelle Park/Saddle 
Brook is conducting their 
annual Coat and Outerwear 

Drive for the less fortunate.  Please check your closets, 
attics and basements for adult men’s and women’s 
COATS AND OUTERWEAR, help keep someone in 
need warm this winter.
 
We will be collecting these items until Friday, 
December 23rd. This YEAR the CLOTHING WILL 
BE DONATED TO ST. LUCY’S SHELTER IN JERSEY 
CITY.  (ST LUCY’S PROVIDES FOOD, CLOTHING AND 
HOUSING FOR THOSE IN NEED)

Respect Life Ministries

Monthly Food Drive

This weekend is our monthly 
food drive to support the Helping 
Hands food pantry at Sacred 
Heart. Help brighten the holidays 
by donating food to a household in need in our area.

In Touch Ministry

Do You Know Someone who is Homebound?

Our “In Touch Ministry” makes phone calls to the homebound. Volunteers are ready to make a phone call to 
“check in” with those who cannot come to us. If you know someone who would benefit from a regular phone 
call from one our parishioners, please contact the Main Office at 201-843-1888.

COVID ALERT

Infections, hospitalizations 
and deaths are on the 
increase nationally and 
in our area during these 
holiday days as more 
people are getting infected 
and fewer are getting their 
boosters. Please keep up 
with vaccinations and 

boosters for your sake and the sake of your loved 
ones. Believe in God but trust in science.

Stewardship

Stewardship Reflection

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his 
home.”  MATTHEW 1:24

Putting our complete trust in the Lord without 
expecting anything in return.  Striving to put God 
first in all things and follow Him wherever He 
may led us.  Joseph was a model of these pillars of 
our faith.  As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, 
pray for the strength and courage to be a model of 
discipleship, just as Joseph was.

Collections of the Week
 
 

       2022            2021
December 4th, 2022  $ 4,788.00 $ 5,526.00
Faith Direct Avg. Weekly  $ 2,804.00 $ 2,038.00
Total Collection   $ 7,592.00  $ 7,564.00

December Assessment  $ 1,485.00 $ 1,120.00
Faith Direct Assessment $ 209.00 $ 208.00
Total Assessment  $ 1,694.00 $ 1,328.00
Buildings & Grounds  $ 63.00  $ 375.00

Thank you for the continued support of our church.



The Heritage Fund

The Heritage Fund provides an opportunity 
for you to support programs and other needs for 
our parish, enabling us to continue our mission 
of sharing and passing on the faith to future 
generations as well as keeping our facilities in good 
condition and enhancing the beauty of our worship. 
Every few weeks we publish a “wish list” of items 
based on specific needs. We invite you to consider 
contributing to the fund in honor of or in memory 
of someone, enabling us to continue our mission to 
spread the light of Christ.

Work continues on the courtyard on the 
school side of the church. This has been in need of 
repair for a long time, as you can see. Currently we 
had the asphalt removed and the land was smoothed 
out and covered with gravel. Going forward we will 
be looking to put down pavers. And once that is done 
we have plans for a few benches and a table or two 
out there. If you’d like to contribute to this, we would 
welcome your donation to our heritage fund.

Wish List

                Item   Estimated Cost
                Parish Sign  THANK YOU!
                Video Library  $20 or more

We have several retreat events coming up 
next year that we will also look to fund, one for 
our First Communion Candidates and another for 
our Confirmation candidates. By funding these you 
are supporting the spiritual growth of the “next 
generation” of Catholics who will be serving God’s 
people for decades to come.

Please consider a donation to the fund 
in honor of, or in memory of a loved one or ”just 
because”. In some parishes people designate this 
type of fund “in lieu of flowers” when a loved one 
passes away. We have beautiful cards to acknowledge 
your gift. Another idea is to designate the fund as a 
beneficiary when you plan your estate. For more 
information, contact Fr Bruce or call the Main Office.

The Gift You Have Received, Give As Gift
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Stewardship

Sharing the Blessings of the Year
Year-End Giving Opportunities

With the year drawing to a close, now is a time 
when some parishioners offer a year-end gift to our 
parish, making the most of their donation thanks to 
various tax benefits. The deductions allowed by the 
IRS for charitable giving help individuals grow their 
generosity and help our parish continue its mission.

Did you know that...

• You don't have to use cash to make your gift 
— donate appreciated securities instead. The 
deduction is the same as for a cash gift, and you 
pay no capital gains tax on the transfer.

• Give an asset that may help us more than it's 
helping you — such as a life insurance policy 
whose coverage your family no longer needs, 
or real estate like a second home or a parcel of 
undeveloped land, or valuable collections or 
artwork you no longer have room to display.

• You can make a gift that costs you nothing 
during your lifetime — name your parish as a 
beneficiary of your will or revocable trust, or of 
your retirement plan.

• Will my employer match my gift?
Many companies offer their employees matching 
gifts. Sometimes it is assumed that a company will not 
match a gift to a religious institution; this is not always 
the case. Check with your accountant for options.

• How do I start?
To find out your giving options or to learn more, 
please contact Fr. Bruce. Thank you for all that you do 
throughout the year to help us help others!

Most gifts will bring you a deep sense of joy on many levels – joy 
from the actual item you received and joy in knowing that someone 
thought about you.  Catholic Charities reaches out to those who 
may not receive one gift and who may have very few if anyone to 
think about them. Help Catholic Charities by contributing to the 
Donation Bin(s). Thank you.



Christmas 50/50 Raffle

Thanks to all who took part in our annual raffle. Due 
to an early deadline, we will announce the winner next 
weekend.
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Lord, I Believe, Increase My Faith!

Nurture Your Faith

SUGGESTED READING: Raymond Brown’s
A Coming Christ at Christmas.

Available from Amazon and other book sellers. It 
is an excellent short introduction to the stories 
surrounding the birth of Jesus.

BLESSING THE BAMBINELLI

The Blessing of the 
Bambinelli will take place 
at all Masses this weekend. 
This beautiful custom is 
a way to emphasize the 
centrality of Jesus to the 
Christmas celebration.

Oplatek Sale

We will be selling Oplatki after the 
Masses.  An oplatek is Christmas 
Bread or Christmas Wafer. It 
reminds us of a beautiful old 
custom of Polish Catholics who 
share it on Christmas Eve before 
supper as a symbol of love, unity 
and fraternity, expressing their 
mutual best wishes.

Christmas Blessing 
Before Meals

Dear Heavenly Father, love 
brought Jesus to the earth, 
and love brings us to this 
Christmas table. Today as 
we share this holiday feast, 
may we also share with 
one another a joyful heart 
and a warm smile. May our 
Christmas dinner be filled 
with kindness. And may 

the memories of today warm our hearts for years to 
come. Amen.

Liturgically Speaking: 
DID YOU KNOW?

The “O Antiphons”, the basis for the hymn O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel, have their roots in the 
7th Century when Advent replaced Christmas as the 
head of the liturgical year.

 The New Dictionary of Sacramental Worship
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All I Want for Christmas…
by Ada Simpson

As I have gotten older my priorities have changed, and so has 
my Christmas wish list. Honestly, I wish I had more time to spend 
with the people that mean the most to me. I wish I worried less and 
trusted in God more. I wish I were more patient and less judgmental. 
I wish I laughed more, and loved more, and lived life more fully. 
Material things just don’t seem to matter much to me anymore. And 
so, with that in mind, I made my Christmas list a week or so ago, 
and here’s what I decided to do. This year I’m not going to ask for 
material things – no gloves, scarves, or hats for me! To be honest, I 
have more things than I’ll ever use or need. So instead of asking for 
tangible gifts this year, I share with you my Christmas wish list. I’m 
going to remember the gifts that I was given at Confirmation, and I’m 
going to pray that I make better use of those gifts that only God can 
give - the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

I’m going to pray for the gift of wisdom. I’ve discovered that it takes wisdom to discern God’s will. 
Wisdom allows us to see God at work in our lives, and wisdom also allows us to distinguish that which is of 
God, and that which isn’t. Wisdom allows us to see that we are capable of transforming ourselves from within.

I’m going to pray for understanding. Understanding gives us the opportunity to delve deeper into our 
faith. Through understanding we are able to read and comprehend sacred Scripture. Understanding aids us 
in leading a Christian life.

I’m going to pray for counsel, often referred to as right judgment. Counsel gives us the ability to 
differentiate between right and wrong, sacred and sinful.

I’m going to pray for fortitude or courage - courage to trust in God, courage to speak out against 
injustice, courage to accept God’s will. 

I’m going to pray for the gift of knowledge; knowledge permits us to understand and interiorize God’s 
commands and walk in right paths.

I’m going to pray for the gift of piety or reverence - perhaps the most important gift we can pray for, 
especially for those of us involved in parish ministry. When we are imbued with a sense of piety, we enter into 
God’s gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with praise. When we exhibit reverence, our ministry and 
our liturgy cannot become routine or banal. When piety becomes a part of our everyday lives, we are able to 
cope with the stress that the busyness of church often brings.

I’m going to pray for the gift of the “fear of God”. Often misunderstood, fear in this instance refers to 
our awareness of God’s awe, majesty, and power.

Without these gifts of the Holy Spirit, it is impossible for anyone to maintain life as a Christian. 

I decided I’m going to pray for one more gift. I pray that I have the patience to allow God to work 
through me and in me, and the patience to trust God’s plan for my life. It’s not easy. Patience has never been 
a virtue of mine. But I know that I can trust God to hear and respond to my prayer.

As we approach Christmas, amid all the madness of shopping, and parties, and the endless lists of 
things that absolutely must be done, may we never forget that we celebrate the greatest gift the world has 
ever known – Jesus Christ - God himself, come to earth because he loved us. 

May we never forget to live our faith and our commitment to the Gospel.  May we be the hands and feet 
of Christ: reach out to the poor and marginalized: stand up for justice and peace: and speak up for those who 
have no voice. May we be Christ’s presence in the world as we celebrate God’s gift to the world, Christ Jesus 
Our Lord. No other gift compares! 

And that my friends, is the Good News!

Ada Simpson is a liturgist, parish music minister and organist. She was editor of Ministry & Liturgy Magazine and currently writes for 
her own church bulletin and for the diocesan newspaper in Fall River, MA. 
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Baptism. Celebrated on the 3rd Saturday of the 
month. Call the rectory office to schedule your 
child’s baptism.

Marriages. To be scheduled at least 12 months in 
advance. To plan the Sacrament of Marriage, please 
contact one of the parish priests.

Annointing of the Sick. If you would like to invite 
one of our priests to visit and pray with you or a 
loved one please call the rectory.

Reconciliation. Every Saturday at 4:30 PM before 
Mass. Private Reconciliation by appointment, call the 
rectory.

Devotions. Recitation of Rosary is daily after 8:30 
AM Mass. Miraculous Medal Novena on Saturdays 
after 8:30 AM Mass.

Pastor   Rev. Bruce Janiga 
Parochial Vicar Rev. Marek Bokota
Rectory Office  
Eileen Green, Office Manager
201 843 1888  
201 368 9161 (Fax) 
ourparish@stphilipsb.org 
www.stphilipsb.org

Music Ministry   
Basil Pizzuto, Director  
201 615 5299   
Francesca Kubian, Adult Choir
Barbara Weiner, Children’s Choir

Religious Education & RCLA
Peter K O’Brien M. Div., Director
Elaine Mogerman, Secretary
201 843 2240
reled@stphilipsb.org

God’s Special Children Rel. Ed
Monica Maniscalco, M. Ed, Dir.
917 992 7904
Instruction for Special Needs Children

Trustees
Dr. Richard Filipek
Camille Tritto

Parish Contact Information

Parish News & Activities

Sunday Mass Schedule

5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)
7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM

Weekdays & Saturdays

7:00 AM & 8:30 AM

Holy Days

5:30 PM (Eve), 12:10 PM & 7:00 PM
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