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A Note from the Pastor

HAPPY 2023!

Today’s solemnity, Mary, the Mother of God, has its origins in 
the seventh century when Christians established the first Marian feast 
in the Roman calendar. It is also referred to as the Octave of Christmas, 
taking place on the eighth day. Later, in the 13/14th centuries 
the feast was also celebrated as the Circumcision of the Lord. This 
continued until a reform of the Roman calendar in 1969 when the 
feast was officially established as the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God. Christmas, like Easter, is too great a feast to be celebrated on one 
day and so it has both an octave (eight days) and a season. I encourage 
you to keep the feast until the Epiphany, which we will celebrate next 
Sunday.

Before Christmas Pope Francis encouraged people to celebrate 
Christmas in a different way this year. “Let’s make a more humble 
Christmas, with more humble gifts, and let’s send what we save to 
the people of Ukraine who need it.” If you received cash for Christmas, as I did, perhaps you 
will consider sharing some of it with those in need. Catholic Relief Services (crs.org) is already 
lending assistance and ready to receive your support. Perhaps you have another charity you’d 
rather support. Either way, your generosity can make a big difference in the world of others.

I hope you noticed the changes made to our church doors. As a means of making them 
more “churchy” we had biblical verses etched into the side exit doors and symbols of the seven 
sacraments etched into the main doors. Along with the new sign over the main doors I believe 
this will enhance our worship space. Several people have already made donations to cover the 
expense of the etchings. If you’d like to cover the cost of one, please call the Main Office. The 
donation to cover each etching, along with window replacements of the exit doors, is $500. We 
will memorialize the donations in an appropriate manner.

New Year’s resolutions are easy to make and easier to break. We start out with great 
enthusiasm, but after a few days, or weeks, that enthusiasm dies and we go back to being “our 
old selves.” A better practice, suggested by researchers, is to work on small steps along the way, 
sometimes called “atomic steps”. Instead of giving up caffeine we can reduce our intake by a cup 
or two a day. Rather than walking five thousand steps a day, we can try to increase our daily 
number. And if we fail, we should not beat ourselves up. Rather, we should acknowledge that we 
are making progress but progress sometimes is accompanied by setbacks. Each of us is a work 
in progress.

Spiritually, I encourage you to add a routine to your life by adding five minutes of prayer 
to your daily routine. There are 1,440 minutes in a day, so five minutes is less than 0.34%, or one 
288th of the day. It seems so insignificant but it can make a great difference in your life; it did for 
the saints! But in your prayer not only speak to God, let God speak to you. Start by praying the 
Psalms or reading a short passage from one of the gospels, and see what God has to say to you. 

In this new year we hope to grow as a parish by reaching out with various programs and 
events that will provide opportunities to grow in faith and to grow as a community of disciples. 
Watch the bulletin for details.

In the Lord’s Love,
Fr Bruce

Myles Saint Kovarcik
December 30, 2022
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Saturday December 31st
7:00 am Loraine Mazza
8:30 am † Marion LoDico
5:30 pm The Duffy Family

Sunday January 1st
 Mary, Mother of God
7:00 am For the People
8:30 am † Ernest Del Casale
10:00 am Living & Deceased Members of the Rosary
 Alter Society
12:00 pm † Joseph Coccia Jr. - 10th Anniversary

Monday January 2nd
 Ss. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen
7:00 am † Donald Attanasio
8:30 am † Marie Kenny

Tuesday January 3rd
7:00 am † Victoria Murphy
8:30 am † Edward Byrne

Wednesday January 4th
 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
7:00 am † Patricia Daly
8:30 am Shannon Hoffman

Thursday January 5th
 St. John Neumann Bishop
7:00 am † Blake Katkowski
8:30 am † Beverly Kunz

Friday January 6th
7:00 am † Antonio Dangelo
8:30 am † Beverly Kunz

Saturday January 7th
7:00 am For Our Benefactors
8:30 am † Joseph Bonanno
5:30 pm † John Donahue

Sunday January 8th
 The Epiphany of the Lord
7:00 am † John Larkin
8:30 am † Immacolata Columbo-O'Brien
10:00 am † Vincent Pellegrino
12:00 pm For the People

Mass Intentions for the Week

St. Therese  † Living & Deceased Members of
  the Sestanovich & DiFeo Families
  by Mary Sestanovich & Family

Holy Family  † Gara & Soden Families
Candle  by Nancy Gara & Family

Sanctuary  † Norbert & Michael Small
Candle  by Nancy Small

St. Jude  † Jennifer & William Duffy
  by the Stichauner Family

Hosts  Special Intention
  by Pat & Bill Major

Wine  † Richard Ardito
  by Louise Ardito

Memorials for January

Monday  1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4;
  Jn 1:19-28

Tuesday  1 Jn 2:29–3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6; 
  Jn 1:29-34

Wednesday  1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Jn 1:35-42

Thursday  1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; 
  Jn 1:43-51

Friday  1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15,
  19-20; Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 
  Lk 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38

Saturday  1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a, 9b;
  Jn 2:1-11

Sunday  Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13;
  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

Readings for the Week

Betty Agnello, Ross Alfieri, 
Eric Angeles, Pat Cullen, Nancy 
Lyden, Marilyn McPartland, Don 
Price, Henry Wortche.

(This list will be updated monthly 
please call the rectory if names need 
to be added or removed)

Please Pray for the Deceased

  Paul Adamec 
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First Reading   Numbers 6:22-27
Second Reading  Galatians 4:4-7
Gospel    Luke 2:16-21

In today’s feast honoring Mary as the Mother 
of God we acknowledge that her son, Jesus, is also 
Son of God. Today’s celebration is about mother and 
child. 

The Priestly, or Aaronic Blessing, is a 
traditional blessing prayed over the people of Israel 
by its priests. Descended from Aaron, Moses’ brother, 
it was their responsibility to offer sacrifice on behalf 
of the people, but they also served as mediator 
between the Lord and the people. This blessing, 
which they imparted on the people, was a reminder 
of God’s unending care for them.

In the Incarnation humanity is joined 
with divinity; it is the ultimate act of divine self-
revelation. Because of this union, Jesus, “born of a 
woman” (4:4) ransomed us from sin and death, Paul 
writes. We are no longer slaves, owing God a debt. 
We have become God’s children by adoption. And as 
children, he tells us, we are also “heirs according to 
the promise” (3:29) God made to Abraham. As God’s 
adopted children, we have been given a share in 
God’s blessings, having “the spirit of his Son” (4:6) 
dwelling within us, uniting us with each other and 
with God.

The shepherds who visit the Christ child find 
“the infant lying in the manger” (2:16) as the angels 
foretold. The logic behind the text says that since the 
angels were correct about this, they are also correct 
in identifying the infant as “Messiah and Lord” 
(v.11). This is truly “good news…for all the people” 
(v.10). Mary’s role is highlighted in Luke’s infancy 
narrative when compared with the text in Matthew, 
who focuses more on St. Joseph. Luke tells us, “Mary 
kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart” 
(v.19). As the years move on she will have other 
opportunities as the Mother of God to experience 
God’s grace firsthand, discovering the fuller meaning 
of the Incarnation.

For reflection: Do I consider the final blessing at Mass 
a gift from God or do I just “go through the motions”, 
making the sign of the Cross? How does reflecting on 
the gospel stories help my understanding of them?

Lectionary Spirituality



Word of Life from the USCCB 

“O Blessed Mother, you received 
the good news of the incarnation 
of Christ, your Son, with faith 
and trust. Grant your protection 
to all pregnant mothers facing 
difficulties. Guide us as we strive 
to make our parish communities 

places of welcome and assistance for mothers in 
need. Help us become instruments of God’s love and 
compassion.” 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “A Prayer for Pregnant 
Mothers”
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“And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in 
her heart.”   LUKE 2:19

After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal steward. Her 
entire life was lived in obedience to God’s call. She 
heard God’s message, and immediately said “yes.” 
Mary teaches us to live with joy and gratitude for the 
many blessings God has given us. Just as the moon 
reflects the light of the sun, Mary reflects the light of 
Christ. Like Mary, we are called to reflect Christ’s light 
to the world. We do this through lives of gratitude and 
generosity.

A word of thanks to all who sent cards and gifts to 
the rectory. We received enough cookies and goodies 
to feed an army. Fr Mark and Fr Bruce are grateful 
for your generosity. God bless you.

Stewardship

Next Weekend’s Second Collection

…is the monthly Archdiocesan 
Assessment Collection. As a part of 
the Archdiocese of Newark we are 
required to pay an assessment of 

14% of our offertory to the Archdiocese to support 
the work of the Church of Newark. This collection 
helps us pay this amount and is not included in the 
amount assessed. Thanks for your continued support 
of this collection. 

Collections of the Week

    
                2022              2021

December 18th, 2022  $ 3,848.00 $ 4,447.00
Faith Direct Avg. Weekly  $ 2,961.00 $ 2,081.25
Total Collection   $ 6,809.00  $ 6,528.25

Buildings & Grounds  $ 115.00 $ 175.00

Thank you for the continued support of our church.

Sharing the Blessings of the Year
Year-End Giving Opportunities

With the year drawing to a close, now is a time 
when some parishioners offer a year-end gift to our 
parish, making the most of their donation thanks to 
various tax benefits. The deductions allowed by the 
IRS for charitable giving help individuals grow their 
generosity and help our parish continue its mission.

Did you know that...

• You don't have to use cash to make your gift 
— donate appreciated securities instead. The 
deduction is the same as for a cash gift, and you 
pay no capital gains tax on the transfer.

• Give an asset that may help us more than it's 
helping you — such as a life insurance policy 
whose coverage your family no longer needs, 
or real estate like a second home or a parcel of 
undeveloped land, or valuable collections or 
artwork you no longer have room to display.

• You can make a gift that costs you nothing 
during your lifetime — name your parish as a 
beneficiary of your will or revocable trust, or of 
your retirement plan.

• Will my employer match my gift?
Many companies offer their employees matching 
gifts. Sometimes it is assumed that a company will 
not match a gift to a religious institution; this is not 
always the case. Check with your accountant for 
options.

• How do I start?
To find out your giving options or to learn more, 
please contact Fr. Bruce. Thank you for all that you 
do throughout the year to help us help others!

The Gift You Have Received, Give As Gift



Make a resolution 
to spend time 
reading the Bible 
on a regular basis. 
God has a word 
for you. Consider 
joining one of our 

two weekly Bible studies. Contact the Main Office.
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Liturgically Speaking:
DID YOU KNOW?

The first reference we have to the celebration 
of Christmas in the West is from AD 336. In the East 
the celebration focused on January 6, the Epiphany.

 The New Dictionary of Sacramental Worship

Living Out the Gospel

Blood Needed

Around the holidays, blood supplies run 
dangerously low. The Bloodmobile is 
not able to make it here now, but there 
is still a need. Please consider donating 
blood and help save lives. Contact 
Vitalant Donor Center in Paramus: 
877-25- VITAL or visit their website: 
vitalant.org

COAT AND OUTERWEAR DRIVE

Thanks to all who 
contributed to the coat 
drive. You have warmed 
the holidays of those who 
were in need. 

In Touch Ministry

Do You Know Someone Who is Homebound?
Our “In Touch Ministry” makes phone calls to the homebound. Volunteers are ready to make a phone call to 
“check in” with those who cannot come to us. If you know someone who would benefit from a regular phone 
call from one of our parishioners, please contact the Main Office at 201-843-1888.

Respect Life Ministries

Nurture Your Faith

God’s Special Children, 
a religious education 
program for children with 
special needs, is currently 
accepting registrations 
for their 2022-2023 

year. The program is designed to address the unique 
learning needs of children with Autism Spectrum 
disorder, learning disabilities, anxiety, ADD/ADHD, 
Oppositional Defiance Disorder and others. If you 
have any questions regarding this program, kindly 
call or text the program director, Monica Maniscalco 
at 917-992-7904.

Classes continue! 
Have you registered yet with 
Faith Formation for the 22-
23 school year?  If you have 
a child in 1st through 8th 
grade & would like to enroll in our Faith Formation 
classes, please visit our website https://stphilipsb.
org/registration-form or contact the office at 201-
843-2240. 

    We are looking for Catechists willing to teach 
young children and help them to grow in the 
Catholic faith. We will guide you as to how you can 
join our dedicated team of wonderful Catechists.  
Thank you.

RCIA—Four letters that stand for the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults. It is a process where non-Catholics 
explore our faith and are invited to become members 
of the Catholic Church. Are you someone who…

• Has expressed an interest in being baptized?
• Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic?
• Was baptized Catholic as a child but has not 

completed the sacraments of First Communion or 
Confirmation?

We gather for 10am Mass & meet afterwards. If you, 
or anyone you know would be interested in joining 

us, please contact the Religious 
Formation office with your name 
& phone number. We are excited to 
journey with you as we explore the 
Catholic faith together. Call 201-843-
2240.

Lord, I Believe, Increase My Faith!
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Ladies Annual Weekend Retreat –

March 10-12, 2023. We have been advised by St. Alfonso Retreat 
House in Long Branch, NJ that they are again holding weekend 
retreats. If you are interested in a quiet weekend away for prayer 
and reflection, please consider joining us. For more information, 
please call Rosemary at 201-794-0488 or visit their website at 
www.sanalfonsoretreats.org

Cost of weekend is $285.00.

Parish News & Activities

Christmas Collection

 If you have not yet made your 
contribution, please bring 
it next weekend, mail it in 
or contribute online, so that 
we can post the total to our 
books.  Thank you for your 
generosity.

Weekly Offertory Envelopes

Weekly Offertory Books for all parishioners 
who contribute to the parish using envelopes 
are in the back of the Church. Please stop by 
at the end of Mass & pick up your offertory 
envelopes. A member of our hospitality team 
will be glad to assist you.  

Candles at St. Philip's

The hosts, wine, Holy Family candle, Sanctuary candle 
and the candles at the shrines of St. Jude, St. Elizabeth, 
St. Anthony and St. Therese are open for many months 
throughout the year. If you would like to offer these 
in memory of a loved one or for the intentions of 
someone, please call the rectory office.
 

Sanctuary Candle at the tabernacle is to    
remind us of the presence of Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament.

Holy Family is the ultimate 
role model for families. Let 
them intercede for you.

St. Elizabeth is the patron saint of   
Catholic schools and grief.

St. Jude is the patron saint of 
hope and impossible causes

St. Anthony is the patron saint of the 
elderly, fishermen, the poor & the 
finder of lost articles. 

St. Therese is the patron saint of sick 
people, florists, aviators & priests.  

Happy New Year!

The Priest and Staff of St. Philip the Apostle 
Church would like to wish all parishiones and 
their families a very happy and blessed New 

Year.

Please note, the Rectory office will be closed 
on January 2nd
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Quotable Quotes

“What a joy to remember that Mary is our Mother!
Since she loves us and knows our weakness, what have we to fear?”

           St Teresa of Lisieux

Why You Should Register?

 All members of the parish should be 
formally registered. You need be formally 
registered if you wish to arrange a Baptism, 
Confirmation or Wedding in the parish.  
Registration is also our only means of 
certifying anyone for sponsorship letters for 
the sacraments.

Are You Registered at St. Philip’s?

 Do you regularly attend Mass at St. 
Philip the Apostle, but have never formally 
registered?  It’s easy.  Either come to 
the Rectory or visit our website:  www.
stphilipsb.org and complete a registration 
form. 

To the Parents of our young children, may we 
suggest…..

     Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t 
feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are 
welcome!

     Sit toward the front where it is easier for your 
little ones to see and hear what is going on in the 
sanctuary. They tire of seeing the backs of others’ 
heads.

     Quietly explain the parts of the Mass and the 
actions of the priest, altar servers, lector, etc.

     Sing the hymns, pray and voice the responses.  
Children learn liturgical behavior by copying you.

     If you do have to leave Mass with your child, feel 
free to do so, but please come back.  As Jesus said, 
“Let the little children come to me.” 

     Remember, the way we welcome children in the 
Church directly affects the way they respond to 
Church, God and to one another.  Let them know 
they are home here.

To the Members of our Parish….

     The presence of children is a gift to the Church 
and they are a reminder that our parish is growing.  
Please welcome our children and give a smile of 
encouragement to their parents.
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Baptism. Celebrated on the 3rd Saturday of the 
month. Call the rectory office to schedule your 
child’s baptism.

Marriages. To be scheduled at least 12 months in 
advance. To plan the Sacrament of Marriage, please 
contact one of the parish priests.

Annointing of the Sick. If you would like to invite 
one of our priests to visit and pray with you or a 
loved one please call the rectory.

Reconciliation. Every Saturday at 4:30 PM before 
Mass. Private Reconciliation by appointment, call the 
rectory.

Devotions. Recitation of Rosary is daily after 8:30 
AM Mass. Miraculous Medal Novena on Saturdays 
after 8:30 AM Mass.

Pastor   Rev. Bruce Janiga 
Parochial Vicar Rev. Marek Bokota
Rectory Office  
Eileen Green, Office Manager
201 843 1888  
201 368 9161 (Fax) 
ourparish@stphilipsb.org 
www.stphilipsb.org

Music Ministry
Francesca Kubian, Adult Choir
Barbar Weiner, Children's Choir   

Religious Education & RCLA
Peter K O’Brien M. Div., Director
Elaine Mogerman, Secretary
201 843 2240
reled@stphilipsb.org

God’s Special Children Rel. Ed
Monica Maniscalco, M. Ed, Dir.
917 992 7904
Instruction for Special Needs Children

Trustees
Dr. Richard Filipek
Camille Tritto

Sunday Mass Schedule

5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)
7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM

Weekdays & Saturdays

7:00 AM & 8:30 AM

Holy Days

5:30 PM (Eve)
7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 12:10 PM & 7:00 PM

Parish News & Activities

Parish Contact Information
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