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Second Sunday of Ordinary Time
January 15, 2023

St. Philip the Apostle



Pope emeritus Benedict XVI, who died last month, was a man of many dimensions. Though not as 
outgoing as his predecessor, he nonetheless was admired and loved by many. As a highly-respected theologian 
and author his work was respected by his colleagues  for the depth of his knowledge. He also served as bishop 
in Germany before being brought to the Vatican by Pope John Paul II, his predecessor. When he was elected 
pope in 2005 he chose the name Benedict as a conscious sign of his desire to continue in the work of the work 
of both St. Benedict and Pope Benedict XV, both of whom were dedicated to strengthening the faith in Europe. 
A piano player who favored Mozart, he also was a lover of cats and orange Fanta soda.

His papacy, like so many others, encountered opposition and crises which the news media will no 
doubt highlight, as he faced opposition from both the left and the right at times. But he will perhaps be 
most remembered for the fact that he was the first pope in nearly 600 years to resign, because, he said, “my 
strengths due to advanced age are no longer suited to an adequate exercise of the Petrine ministry.”

Let us remember him in our prayers as he journeys home to the Father. As Cardinal Angelo De Donatis 
said in a Mass for Benedict just before he died, “It will be Christ and his mother who take him with them and 
lead him into paradise, where the dream of a life will become the reality of eternity.”

January 18-25 is designated a Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Let us pray for our fellow Christians 
and work to grow together in our love of God. United by a common baptism, Christians are called to be 
witnesses to the world of what it means to be a follower of Christ. This is certainly a different way of thinking 
than previously taught. Many of us remember a time when we were forbidden to even enter a Protestant 
Church. Now, even our popes participate in prayer services with Christian leaders of other denominations. 
Jesus prayed at the Last Supper that his disciples “may all be one.” Let us strive to do what we can to make 
that a reality.

In the Lord’s Love,
Fr Bruce
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A Note from the Pastor

In Memoriam
1927-2022

Pope 2005-2013

Quotable Quotes

“Love grows through love.”
      Benedict XVI
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Saturday January 14th
7:00 am † Carmen Diaz
8:30 am † Victoria Murphy
5:30 pm For the People

Sunday January 15th
7:00 am † Charles Sclafani
8:30 am † George Sestanovich
10:00 am † Edward Donofrio
12:00 pm † Margret Borsella

Monday January 16th
7:00 am † Antonio Dangelo
8:30 am † Daniel Price - 1st Anniversary

Tuesday January 17th
 St. Anthony Abbot
7:00 am † Paul Gara
8:30 am † Thomas E. Brokhoff

Wednesday January 18th
7:00 am Eric Angeles 
8:30 am † Souls in Purgatory

Thursday January 19th
7:00 am † Ida Mangieri
8:30 am † Victoria Murphy

Friday January 20th
7:00 am † Helena & Zygmunt Baginski
8:30 am † Charles Hofsaes

Saturday January 21st
 St. Agnes
7:00 am † Pedro Diaz
8:30 am † Fouad Balloutine
5:30 pm † Ruth Calvanese

Sunday January 22nd
7:00 am † Stephen & Frances Rosty
8:30 am † Christy Collichio
10:00 am † Christy Collichio
12:00 pm For the People

Mass Intentions for the Week

Sanctuary Candle  † Steve Liszewski
    by Kim Carroll

Wine & Hosts   † Basil Pizzuto
    by St. Philip Choir

St. Therese    † Robert Myerjack
    by Jessica Davidson

Holy Family Candle, St. Jude, St. Elizabeth & St. Anthony 
are still available for the month of January.

Memorials for January

Monday  Heb 5:1-10;
  Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4;
  Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday  Heb 6:10-20;
  Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9, 10c;
  Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday  Heb 7:1-3, 15-17;
  Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4;
  Mk 3:1-6

Thursday  Heb 7:25-8:6;
  Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17;
  Mk 3:7-12

Friday  Heb 8:6-13;
  Ps 85:8, 10, 11-12, 13-14;
  Mk 3:13-19

Saturday  Heb 9:2-3, 11-14;
  Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9;
  Mk 3:20-21

Sunday  Is 8:23 — 9:3;
  Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;
  1 Cor 1:10-13, 17;
  Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17

Readings for the Week

Betty Agnello, Ross Alfieri, Eric Angeles, Pat Cullen, 
Nancy Lyden, Marilyn McPartland, Don Price, Henry 
Wortche.

(This list will be updated monthly please call the rectory if 
names need to be added or removed)

Please note the Rectory 
Office will be closed on 
January 16 in observance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day.
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First Reading  Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
Second Reading First Corinthians 1:1-3
Gospel   John 1:29-34

Our readings this week set the stage for a 
new annual cycle of readings (Year A), primarily 
focused on Matthew’s text. Though we have heard 
these stories before, let us approach them with new 
eyes for “you never walk through the same river 
twice.” God’s word is alive and looks to take root in 
our hearts bringing forth an abundant harvest.

In the text from Isaiah, God’s mysterious 
“servant” announces that God “said to me, ‘You are 
my servant’” (49:3). This servant will become “a light 
to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 
ends of the earth” (v.6). In Jesus we see this prophecy 
fulfilled.

John the Baptist’s testimony concerning 
Jesus introduces him as “the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world” (1:29). For the readers of 
John’s Gospel, the Baptist clearly identifies Jesus as 

Lectionary Spirituality

“the Son of God” (v.34). For Christians Jesus is God’s 
“lamb” whose blood, like that of the lamb at Passover, 
effects salvation. John testifies to the identity of 
Jesus, serving as a prophetic witness. It is to Jesus, 
not to John, that we should look for salvation.

Paul and Sosthenes begin their letter to the 
Corinthians extending “grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (1:3). 
By writing this way they are following the typical 
pattern of letter writing of their day. Writing to 
“the church of God that is in Corinth” (v.2) they use 
the contemporary literary pattern to address the 
community before moving on to their concerns. Even 
in the introduction we hear that we are “called to be 
holy” (v.2) since we share in a common faith by our 
baptism which unites us to God and each other in 
Christ.

For reflection: Do I make a conscious effort to listen 
to the Word of God anew every time it is proclaimed? 
How do I share the light of Christ, presented to me at 
Baptism, with others?



Word of Life from the USCCB

“When we encounter Christ, 
experience his love, and deepen our 
relationship with him, we become 
more aware of our own worth and 
that of others. His love for each person 
is cause for great joy, and growing 

understanding of this priceless treasure motivates 
us to share his love with others. Our lives are often 
changed by the witness of others; so too, others’ 
lives may be changed by our witness and authentic 
friendship with them.”

 USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“How to Build a Culture of Life” (respectlife.org/culture-of-life)

5

“Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant 
from the womb...”   Isaiah 49:5

God have given each of us different gifts.  In order for 
God’s plan to work, you have to do what God is calling 
you to do and I have to do what God is calling me to do.  
And guess what?  God has given each of us a different 
plan!  So, stop comparing yourself to others.  Don’t let 
envy and jealousy enter your life.  Be thankful for the 
gifts God has given you and become the saint that God 
is calling you to be.

Next Weekend’s Second Collection

…supports the Catholic 
Communication Campaign.
This campaign connects 
people with Christ, here 
and around the world in 
developing countries, through 
the internet, television, radio, 

and print media. And fifty percent of funds collected 
remain in our diocese to fund local communications 
efforts. Your support helps spread the gospel message!

Living Out the Gospel

Monthly Food Drive

This weekend is our monthly 
food drive to support the Helping 
Hands food pantry at Sacred 
Heart. Your ongoing generosity is 
a blessing for those in need.

In Touch Ministry
Do You Know Someone who is Homebound?

Our “In Touch Ministry” makes 
phone calls to the homebound. 
Volunteers are ready to make a 
phone call to “check in” with those 
who cannot come to us. If you know 
someone who would benefit from 
a regular phone call from one our 
parishioners, please contact the 
Main Office at 201-843-1888.

To Joseph and Anne  Schilt for their very generous 
gift of $5,600 which will help us purchase a new 
electronic sign on Saddle River Road. The current 
one is nearly twelve years old, beyond warranty and 
is on its last legs. The new one will be brighter and 
will offer more options. The total cost is $11,000. If 
you’d like to help us meet this goal, please contact 
the main office. 

Respect Life Ministries

Stewardship

THE ANNUAL ARCHDIOCESAN APPEAL begins.

Registered parishioners will receive a mailing from 
the archdiocese about the appeal. Last year we made 
our goal for the first time in years. We hope to do that 
again this year. Please consider supporting the work 
of the archdiocese by supporting this appeal.



Ladies Annual Weekend Retreat –

March 10-12, 2023. We have been advised by St. Alfonso 
Retreat House in Long Branch, NJ that they are again holding 
weekend retreats. If you are interested in a quiet weekend 
away for prayer and reflection, please consider joining us. 
For more information, please call Rosemary at 201-794-
0488 or visit their website at www.sanalfonsoretreats.org 

Cost of weekend is $285.00

Collections of the Week
          2023         2023 # of Envelopes      Average/Family         2022
January 21st, 2023   $4,963.00         100      $26.65      $ 3,753.00
Faith Direct Avg. Weekly    $2,509.25          $ 2,081.00
Total Weekly Collections   $7,472.25           $ 5,834.00

Updated Christmas Collection  $20,947.00          $ 21,323.00
Faith Direct Christmas Collection  $2,761.00          $ 3,608.00
Updated Total Christmas Collection $23,708.00          $ 24,931.00 
Buildings & Grounds   $2,895.00          6        $63.33     $ 1,372.00

        Thank you for the continued support of our church.

WORD OF GOD SUNDAY

Next Sunday is Word of God Sunday, a 
new celebration established by Pope 
Francis several years ago. The fathers 
of the Vatican Council called for an 
effort to rediscover Sacred Scripture. 
They added biblical readings to many 
celebrations of the sacraments and 
expanded the number of texts read at 
Sunday Mass, expanding a one year 
cycle of reading to three years. This 
included adding Old Testament readings on a regular basis. 
Previously, the Old Testament was never read on Sundays. 
It serves as a day to highlight the importance of scripture 
for the life of the Church. We should “let ourselves be 
nourished by it,” Pope Francis wrote in establishing the 
feast. If you don’t have a Bible, consider purchasing one. If 
you do, then consider reading from it on a regular basis. A 
good place to start is the readings for the coming Sunday. 
God has a message for you.
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Lord, I Believe, Increase My Faith!

Stewardship

The Gift You Have Received, Give As Gift

God’s Special Children, a religious 
education program for children with 
special needs, is currently accepting 
registrations for their 2022-2023 year. 
The program is designed to address the 

unique learning needs of children with Autism Spectrum 
disorder, learning disabilities, anxiety, ADD/ADHD, 
Oppositional Defiance Disorder and others. If you have any 
questions regarding this program, kindly call or text the 
program director, Monica Maniscalco at 917-992-7904.

Classes continue!  
Have you registered yet with 
Faith Formation for the 22-
23 school year?  If you have a 
child in 1st through 8th grade 
& would like to enroll in our 
Faith Formation classes, please visit our website https://
stphilipsb.org/registration-form or contact the office at 
201-843-2240. 

    We are looking for Catechists willing to teach young 
children and help them to grow in the Catholic faith. 
We will guide you as to how you can join our dedicated 
team of wonderful Catechists.  Thank you.

Nurture Your Faith

Our Bible studies continue in the 
New Year. Consider joining one 
of our two weekly Bible studies.  
Bible Studies are at 10am and 
7pm on Wednesdays.  Our 

morning Bible Study will be studying the book of Genesis 
and the evening Bible Study will be studying the Book of 
Revelations.  Please contact the Main Office for details.
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The cold winds of January and the harsh weather 
are strong reminders that our voyage in life is 
never smooth and comfortable at all times. Most 
people are prepared to meet adverse conditions in 
the environment as well as in life’s journey. There 
are many who do not have the resources to meet 
the daily demands of daily living. Catholic Charities 
is the lifesaver for many such people. Your help is 
needed for our Donation Bins. Thank you.

Parish News & Activities

Weekly Offertory Envelopes

Weekly Offertory Books for all parishioners 
who contribute to the parish using envelopes 
are now in the rectory. Please stop by during 
the week & pick up your offertory envelopes.

Candles at St. Philip's

The hosts, wine, Holy Family candle, Sanctuary candle 
and the candles at the shrines of St. Jude, St. Elizabeth, 
St. Anthony and St. Therese are available for many 
months throughout the year. If you would like to offer 
these in memory of a loved one or for the intentions of 
someone, please call the rectory office.

Sanctuary Candle at the tabernacle is to    
remind us of the presence of Christ in 
the Blessed Sacrament.

Holy Family is the ultimate role model 
for families. Let them intercede for you.

St. Elizabeth is the patron saint of   
Catholic schools and grief.

St. Jude is the patron saint of hope and 
impossible causes

St. Anthony is the patron saint of the 
elderly, fishermen, the poor & the finder 
of lost articles. 

St. Therese is the patron saint of sick 
people, florists, aviators & priests.  

To the Parents of our young children, may we 
suggest…..

     Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you 
have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome!

     Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little 
ones to see and hear what is going on in the sanctuary. 
They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads.

     Quietly explain the parts of the Mass and the actions 
of the priest, altar servers, lector, etc.

     Sing the hymns, pray and voice the responses.  
Children learn liturgical behavior by copying you.

     If you do have to leave Mass with your child, feel free 
to do so, but please come back.  As Jesus said, “Let the 
little children come to me.” 

     Remember, the way we welcome children in the 
Church directly affects the way they respond to Church, 
God and to one another.  Let them know they are home 
here.

To the Members of our Parish….

     The presence of children is a gift to the Church 
and they are a reminder that our parish is growing.  
Please welcome our children and give a smile of 
encouragement to their parents.
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Baptism. Celebrated on the 3rd Saturday of the 
month. Call the rectory office to schedule your 
child’s baptism.

Marriages. To be scheduled at least 12 months in 
advance. To plan the Sacrament of Marriage, please 
contact one of the parish priests.

Annointing of the Sick. If you would like to invite 
one of our priests to visit and pray with you or a 
loved one please call the rectory.

Reconciliation. Every Saturday at 4:30 PM before 
Mass. Private Reconciliation by appointment, call the 
rectory.

Devotions. Recitation of Rosary is daily after 8:30 
AM Mass. Miraculous Medal Novena on Saturdays 
after 8:30 AM Mass.

Pastor   Rev. Bruce Janiga 
Parochial Vicar Rev. Marek Bokota
Rectory Office  
Eileen Green, Office Manager
201 843 1888  
201 368 9161 (Fax) 
ourparish@stphilipsb.org 
www.stphilipsb.org

Music Ministry
Francesca Kubian, Adult Choir
Barbar Weiner, Children’s Choir   

Religious Education & RCLA
Peter K O’Brien M. Div., Director
Elaine Mogerman, Secretary
201 843 2240
reled@stphilipsb.org

God’s Special Children Rel. Ed
Monica Maniscalco, M. Ed, Dir.
917 992 7904
Instruction for Special Needs Children

Trustees
Dr. Richard Filipek
Camille Tritto

Parish Contact Information

Parish News & Activities

Sunday Mass Schedule

5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)
7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM

Weekdays & Saturdays

7:00 AM & 8:30 AM

Holy Days

5:30 PM (Eve)
7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 12:10 PM & 7:00 PM
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