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Saturday/Sabado - December 4   St. John Damascene 
8:00AM (Spa) Por el Alma de Jose Antonio Reyes 
  Invita su esposa 
5:00PM (Eng) For  Dorothy, Tennyson & Adeline Liu 
  By  the Chan Family 
Sunday/Domingo-December 5  Second Sunday of Advent 
9:00AM (Spa) For Charlie Fernandez invita su familia 
10:30AM (Eng) For Lena & Louis Ciffo 
  By Anthony Ciffo 
7:00PM (Eng) For the people of the Parish 
Monday/Lunes - December 6  St. Nicholas 
8:00AM (Spa)   Por el eterno descanso de Jose Antonio Reyes  
  Invita Angelina y sus hijos 
12:10PM (Eng) For Juan de Jesus Piraquive 
  By  Nancy & Jackie 
Tuesday/Martes - December 7  St. Ambrose 
8:00AM (Spa) For the Souls longest in Purgatory  
  By  Pat Egan  
12:10PM (Eng)   For  Ann Tenuto 
  By  Fred Tenuto 
Wednesday/Miercoles - December 8  
Immaculate Conception Of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00AM (Spa) Por los almas de Francisco y Daniel Nunez 
   Invita Angelina y sus hijos                   
12:10PM (Eng) For the people of the Parish 
6:00 PM (Eng) For the people of the Parish 
Thursday/Jueves - December 9  St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
8:00AM (Spa) For Margarita Rivera  
  Invita su hija Ana Santos 
12:10PM (Eng) For Christopher Papa 
  By Frank Alfieri & Family 
Friday/Viernes -  December 10 
8:00AM (Spa) Steven Diaz 
12:10PM (Eng) For  Ethan Maytum  
  By  Gerry O’Boyle 
Saturday/Sabado - December 11  St. Damasus I, Pope 
5:00PM (Eng) For Celeste Tangora 
  By  her niece Antoinette  

PARISH STAFF 
 

Rev. Brian A. Graebe, S.T.D., Pastor  
      father.graebe@oldcathedral.org 
Rev. Daniel Ray, LC, Weekend Assistant 
 
Chris Flatz, Parish Manager  
 chris@oldcathedral.org 
Jared Lamenzo, Director of Music  
 organist@oldcathedral.org  
Rosa Jimenez, Secretary & Wedding Coordinator   
 rosa@oldcathedral.org 
Frank Alfieri, Cemeteries 
 frank@oldcathedral.org 
Denise Casey, Bulletins 
Richard McCann, Historian 

BASILICA MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday Vigil  5:00pm English 
Sunday  9:00am Spanish 
   10:30am English 
   7:00pm English 
 
Monday-Friday 8:00am Spanish 
   12:10pm English 
Saturday  8:00am Spanish 
 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Saturday  4:15pm - 4:45pm 
Sunday  6:00pm - 6:45pm 



IMPORTANT MASS SCHEDULE CHANGES 
 

On Saturdays confessions are from 4:15-4:45pm, and the vigil 
Mass is at 5pm (moved from 5:30pm). 
 

Fr. Carlos Mullins, who has helped us for many years, is return-
ing soon to Argentina. With only one priest assigned here, we 
are, regrettably, unable to sustain two daily Masses going for-
ward.  As of Saturday, December 11, we will be suspending 
the daily 8am Mass (Monday through Saturday) until further 
notice.  We will continue to have the 9am Spanish Mass on 
Sundays, as well as the Witness for Life Mass every first Satur-
day at 8am.  If you have questions, or for more information, 
please contact the parish office.  

ADVENT GIFT DRIVE 
 

Thank you to all parishioners who have taken ornaments from 
the Warriors Advent trees for our baby gift and diaper drive for 
Siena House Shelter. Please return your unwrapped gifts with 
the tag attached and place it under the tree no later than our 
deadline at noon on December 19. We have added new orna-
ments since last week listing an item requested by the shelter. 
Thank you for your continued generosity to this mission of 
welcoming new life into our community!   

Sunday’s Collection 

Last Week: Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral: $6,661.00 

Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral: $6,614.00 
Shrine Church of the Most Precious Blood: $229.00  

People Look East!   
An Advent Reflection 

 

“Then he led me to the gate facing east, and there was the 
glory of the God of Israel coming from the east!” 

-Ezekiel  
 

Christian symbolism historically has connected the east with 
the coming of Christ. Certainly the image of the rising sun 
recalls the Resurrection occurring at dawn (Mt. 28:1; Mk 
16:2, Lk 24:1, Jn 20:1) and Christ as the light shining in the 
darkness (John 1:5). Also Jesus says, “For just as lightning 
comes from the east and is seen as far as the west, so will the 
coming of the Son of Man be” (Mt 24:27). 
 

Although the priest does not necessarily face geographical 
East when celebrating, the priest and people worshipping 
together in the same direction still captures the intended 
symbolism of Christ’s second coming. It also assists us in ele-
vating our hearts and minds to the One to whom we are 
offering the sacrifice, recalling the transcendence of God. 
 

The priest does not offer the Mass to the people, nor the 
people to the priest; rather, both priest and people together 
offer the sacrifice of Christ to the Father. When the priest and 
congregation physically orient themselves in the same direc-
tion, the reality of what is happening is more clearly ex-
pressed: the priest and congregation are not in dialogue but 
are together offering their prayers and Christ’s sacrifice to 
God the Father. Thus our worship is meant to open us up to 
what lies ahead and above, as together we move towards 
God and God Himself comes to meet us. 
 

“A common turning to the East during the Eucharistic Prayer 
remains essential. This is not a case of accidentals, but of es-
sentials. Looking at the priest has no importance. What 
matters is looking together at the Lord. It is not now a ques-
tion of dialogue, but of common worship, of setting off to-
wards the One who is to come.” – Joseph Ratzinger (Pope 
Benedict XVI), The Spirit of the Liturgy. 
 
 

(adapted from the Church of the Magdalen, Wichita) 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD 
 

The 18th annual “Christmas in Italy®” show starring Award-winning Singer/PBS-TV host, Cristina Fontanelli, will take place 
at the Shrine of the Most Precious Blood Church, 113 Baxter Street, NYC on SAT DEC 11 at 3 p.m. and SAT DEC 18 at 
2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  The show features the great folk songs and opera arias of Italy accompanied by piano, mandolin, 
guitar, accordion.  Plus the wonderful music of Christmas including trumpet and organ.  There will be a guest tenor, an adult 
choir and the Dream Studio of Staten Island young dancers will dance.  Proceeds help raise funds for children’s causes such 
as St. Jude’s and, this year, the proceeds are also helping refurbish the Most Precious Blood Church. 
 

The concert event has taken place at Carnegie Hall and many theaters all over NYC, but this year is very dear to Cristina’s 
and all the cast's hearts.  It will take on a special meaning because Cristina Fontanelli’s family owned the original Italian Food 
Center on Mulberry Street and her family history can be traced to Little Italy. 
 

Tickets are: $50; $45 (Seniors); $25 (children 12 and under) and can be obtained by calling (646) 481-9890 or log-
ging onto: tix.musae.me/ItalianChristmasJoy.  Group ticket discounts are available by calling the office of The 
Cristina Fontanelli Foundation at (212) 967-1926 or info@cristinafontanelli.com. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
 

This Wednesday, December 8th, is the feast 
of the Immaculate Conception, patroness of 
the United States of America. It is a Holy 
Day of Obligation.  
Our Masses at the Basilica will be:   
 8am  Spanish 
 12:10pm  English  
 6:00pm   English 

http://tix.musae.me/ItalianChristmasJoy


The Shrine Church of the Most Precious 
Blood 

113 Baxter Street, New York, NY 10013 
                      Tel: 212-226-6427  

MASS SCHEDULE  
 
Sunday    11:30am 
  2:00pm  
  (Vietnamese) 
 
Mass Celebrants at  
Most Precious Blood 
Rev. Robert Campagna, OFM 
Rev. Patrick Boyle, OFM 
Rev. Philip Phan (Vietnamese Apostolate) 
 

The church is open every Sunday (11am-3pm). 

A MESSAGE FROM  
CARDINAL DOLAN 

As we embark on this new decade, 
together in faith, I invite us to re-
member the mission to which we are all called. It is the task of 
every generation to take the faith that we’ve received and 
share it with others. This is what the Lord calls us to do: to 
teach, to serve, and to sanctify the world, by proclaiming the 
truth and making disciples of all nations. This work is most 
effectively accomplished through the ministry of the Church – 
in our parishes, our schools, our religious orders, our seminar-
ies, and the many charitable services that are designed to 
respond to the evolving needs of our communities. This is the 
work that the Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal makes 
possible through your generous donations. 
Please visit cardinalsappeal.org to make your gift.  
I thank you for your continued support of the Cardinal’s Annu-
al Stewardship Appeal. 

Vessel of Honor 
Father Graebe’s new book  

 

Father Graebe’s doctoral disserta-
tion explores the doctrine of the 
Virgin Birth—how Mary preserved 
her virginity in the very act of giv-
ing birth to Jesus—and looks at 
how this teaching helps us better 
understand God’s saving work in 
the Church. The book is published 
by Emmaus Academic Press and 
available on Amazon.  

INCREASED OFFERTORY CAMPAIGN 
Please consider signing up for recurring giving on WeShare. 
You can set the amount you wish to give on a weekly or 
monthly basis. This option allows you to support our parish 
even when you’re away, making it easier for you and better for 
us. We hope that more parishioners will upgrade to WeShare 
as part of our increased offertory campaign. If you would like 
to sign up for recurring giving on WeShare, please scan the QR 
code here. Thank you for your support and generosity.  

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!  
Keep up with the latest parish news and events. Follow us on 
Instagram to see highlights of our Masses and parish happen-
ings, and subscribe to us on Flocknote to receive periodic 
emails from Father Graebe with parish news and information. 

 
 
 

 
 
oldcathedral.flocknote.com          @oldcathedral 

BURIAL SERVICES AT THE BASILICA 
We have revived the tradition of Christian Burial here at Old St. 
Patrick’s.  We are the only operating Catholic graveyard and 
catacombs in Manhattan. We have a limited number of niches 
available. Email Frank Alfieri at frank@oldcathedral.org or call 
(212) 226-8075 to learn more.  

TOUR OUR CATACOMBS 
Take a tour of our catacombs. Would you like to learn about 
our Old Cathedral’s rich history?   
 
Join one of our Catacombs by Candle-
light Tours. In just 90 minutes you will 
walk through two centuries of history 
experiencing exclusive treasures, not 
open to the public.   
 
 
Visit www.oldcathedral.org and click on the tours link 

A CATHOLIC PODCAST WITH FATHER GRAEBE 
The Break Fast podcast takes a light-
hearted look at the Catholic faith 
through the lens of food and drink. 
Each episode explores Catholicism in a 
fun way to see how surprising, every-
day things can help us deepen our faith. 
The topics will entertain, inform, and 
maybe even inspire! You can find it on 
Apple Podcasts and, if you like what 
you hear, please share it with your friends and family. 


