
 Frequently Asked Questions: Tuition Restructuring 

 We know that good questions accompany change. Giving our community the chance to ask these 
 questions is a critical part of successful change. 

 The Advisory School Council has started this process and asked many questions. We’ve compiled 
 some of the answers to help you better understand the tuition restructuring. We know that you will ask 
 great questions too so we’ll continue updating this list. 

 Why are we restructuring the tuition to take parishioner and non-parishioner status into 
 account? 

 During the 2021-2022 school year, the advisory school council began to look at how the number of 
 non-Catholic and out of Parish students that we serve has grown.  We discerned and discussed this 
 topic during our meetings. 
 We appreciate and value  all  of these families and  students. This change in tuition structure is not 
 meant to be punititve. Because the school is the biggest ministry of the church, Father Wayne and 
 Dr. Cox feel it is important to reward active parishioners with a reduced tuition rate. 

 Do other schools in the archdiocese structure their tuition in a similar way? 

 Yes, many schools in the archdiocese offer a reduced rate for parishioners. Some examples include 
 St. Cecilia, St. Thomas More, St. Laurence, Corpus Christi, and St. Francis de Sales. Several other 
 private schools have similar structuring for members and non-members, such as Second Baptist. 

 How will I know if my family is eligible for the reduced tuition rate? 

 Our family is a registered member of the parish. 
 We regularly attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation. 
 We volunteer in one of the church’s ministries (any ministry of your choosing). 
 We contribute financially to St. Michael Catholic Church and make a yearly financial contribution to 
 Diocesan Services Fund (DSF). 

 What will the parishioner tuition rate be? 
 What will the non-parishioner tuition rate be? 

 Parishioner Tuition  Non-Parishioner  Tuition 
 1 child: $10,675                                     1 child: $11,275 
 2 children: $20,850                                2 children: $22,050 
 3 children: $31,275                                3 children: $33,075 
 4 children: $41,700                                4 children: $44,100 

 The sibling discount has increased for all families from $100 discount per each additional child to 
 $250 discount for each additional child. 
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 We are not parishioners (non-Catholic and/or attend church elsewhere) and don’t intend to 
 join St. Michael. What does this mean for my family? 

 We welcome all families to SMCS but your family will not be eligible for the reduced tuition rate. 
 This does not change your enrollment status and this information will not be made public to teachers 
 or families. The only change is the tuition rate. 

 When will this tuition change take place? 

 The tuition increase will go into effect for the 2023-2024 school year. 
 We realize there will be a significant financial impact for Non-Parishioner families. Because of this, 
 we have elected to “stairstep” the tuition increase. Non-Parishioner Tuition will increase by $800 
 ($600 more than In-Parish Tuition) for current students for 2023-2024. 

 Where will the money from the increased tuition go? 

 The change in tuition structure will not materially increase the revenues of the school.  The change is 
 in line with normal tuition increases that are associated with the increased annual cost of operating 
 the school’s budget. 
 The increase in tuition will go into the school operating budget which pays for teacher/staff salaries, 
 school activities, school security, athletics, facilities, and the day to day operations of the school. 
 This increase will help SMCS stay competitive with paying 90% of public school salaries in order to 
 recruit and maintain great teachers. 

 How do I figure out if my family is a registered member of the Parish? 

 All registered parishioners have a parishioner number. If you are not sure if your family is registered, 
 please contact the school book keeper, Angelica Aguilera, at  aaguilera@stmichaelcs.org  , and she 
 will check for you. 

 Sometimes we travel or have events that prevent us from attending Mass. Does this mean I am 
 not regularly attending? 

 No. We understand that choices are made and every family will not be able to be present at Mass 
 every single week. Regular attendance just means you attend Mass at St. Michael on a regular basis. 

 How will my attendance be tracked or monitored? 

 Attendance will not be taken at church. Make yourself known to the priests. Introduce yourself and 
 say hello after Mass. If the priests and deacons recognize you and know they see your faces at Mass, 
 that will mean you are regularly attending Mass. 
 Remember that one Mass per month is also designated a school family Mass. Students will earn 
 rewards such as free dress or homework passes if they attend in their dress uniform. 

 How will the church know that I am contributing? 

 Make sure you are making your weekly or monthly contributions through the online giving portal 
 (Parish Soft Giving or Faith Direct) or the envelopes with your parishioner number. The church has 
 no way of tracking cash donations unless they are placed in your envelope with your parishioner 
 number on it. 
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 I see that parent(s) and/or children need to volunteer for a church ministry. What are some of 
 the volunteer opportunities? 

 Check the ministry book for descriptions of some of the ministries if you are unsure of where you 
 might want to volunteer your time and talents. Make sure the ministry leader knows that you and/or 
 your children are a school family. 

 Here are some opportunities: 
 Usher 
 Lector 
 Acolyte 
 Cantor 
 Children’s Choir (your child participates in the choir) 
 Adult Choir 
 Altar Server (your child is an altar server) 
 Eucharistic Minister 
 Knights of Columbus 
 Catholic Daughters 
 Women’s Guild 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 That Man is You 
 Music Ministry 
 Rosary Guild 
 Women at Daybreak 
 Pro-Life Ministries 
 Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
 Parish Outreach and Pastoral Care 
 Adopt-a-Family 
 Donut Sunday Volunteer 
 Children’s Faith Formation 
 Youth Faith Formation 
 Pastoral Council 
 Parish Finance Council 
 Marriage Sponsor Couple 
 Marriage Preparation Ministry 
 Baptism Team/Ministry 
 Art & Environment 
 Grieving with Hope 
 A.C.T.S. 

 We volunteer at the school. Does this fulfill my volunteer responsibility? 

 No, the goal is for school  families to volunteer at the parish and the school. 
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