
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  The Most  Holy Body and Blood of Christ                  June 6, 2021   

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times 
   Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

   Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

   Monday thru Friday:  9:00 AM 

   Holy Days: (to be announced) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

   Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
    
    As our world faces so much turmoil and change, it is now more  

important than ever to remember who God is, who we are and where  

we are going. It is easy to get distracted and lose focus, especially 

when we are being pulled in so many directions. We can not only lose 

sight of God but one another. Maintaining our well developed and  

mature relationships with God and one another is essential to continuing 

to live, healthy, happy, and focused lives. In a message to young  

people, Pope Benedict XVI said, “the happiness you are seeking, the 

happiness you have a right to enjoy has a name and a face: it is Jesus 

of Nazareth, hidden in the Eucharist.” What is true for those who are 

younger is even truer for those who are older. Regardless of how the 

particulars of life change over time, human beings are still hard-wired  

to seek the fullness of life and happiness. How we embark on this jour-

ney and what we choose along the way will indicate whether we meet 

success. 

   There is so much brokenness and pain in our world. Many people  

are lost, feeling lonely, anxious, marginalized, victimized, isolated,  

oppressed, and abused. Every time we receive the Body of Christ, we 

have an opportunity to become what we eat. The power and presence 

of Christ in the Eucharist becomes present in us and effects change in 

ourselves and in the lives of those we meet. We are given the grace to 

become temples of justice and peace, carrying God’s sacred Presence 

within us wherever we go. Our faith community is ignited with the fire of 

God’s love and stands out as a beacon of hope in a world that is lost. 

This is the only way we can discover peace-filled resolutions to violence 

and create innovative solutions to what is fueling its need in the first 

place. True happiness, for the young and old alike, becomes an  

obtainable goal. 

   St. John Maria Vianney says it so well. “There is nothing so great as the 

Eucharist. If God had something more precious, he would have given it 

to us.” Only the Eucharist has the ability to connect, sustain, strengthen, 

and properly orient us, not only on the road of this life but the road to life 

eternal. Knowing this, when life gets challenging, unsettling, and difficult, 

we can rely on and cling to this gift we have in the Real Presence of 

Christ. This actual encounter with God celebrates God’s unconditional 

love for us and grounds us to the truth of who we are in a way nothing 

else is able to do. Because through the Eucharist we really do become 

the Body of Christ, we are also bonded together in a most perfect way  

to one another as that Body. Nourished, united, and strengthened by  

the Eucharist, let us individually and collectively, bring this wonderful  

gift to all we meet, especially the poor with whom we have a special  

connection. 
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 Daily Scripture Readings 

 
 
Sunday, June 6:  

   Ex 24:3-8/Heb 9:11-15/Mk 14:12-16, 22-26                                      

Monday, June 7: 

   2 Cor 1:1-7/Mt 5:1-12 

Tuesday, June 8:  

   2 Cor 1:18-22/Mt 5:13-16   
Wednesday, June 9:  

   2 Cor 3:4-11/Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday, June 10:    

  2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6/Mt 5:20-26 

Friday, June 11:   

   Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9/Eph 3:8-12, 14-19/Jn 19:31-37 

Saturday, June 12:   

   Ez 1:22-24/2 Cor 5:6-10/Mk 4:26-34 

Sunday, June 13:  

   Ez 1:22-24/2 Cor 5:6-10/Mk 4:26-34 

 
 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 
 

Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Steve Chontos, Glenda  

Fassauer, Braxton Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, 

Jerry Terry, Esther York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline 

Arrott, Betty Cutting, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, Paul  

Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, John (Jack) Hoben, LaRuth Haverfield,  

Richard Herbsleb, James Rhodes, Rod Lancour, Jack Turner, 

Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer,  Margaret  

Herring, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda  

Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia 

Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie 

Kaplan, Gerald Lis, Alicia Gurney, Shirley Shaughnessy,  

Madeline Ryberg,  Melvin Maikoetter, Diana Gomez,  

Eric Olivas, Phyllis Morris 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler,  A. J. Serafin, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, 

Bryan Revell, John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt  

Nussbaum, Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu,  

Jacob Bitonel, Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson,  Swasey & 

Jena Brown, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William 

Weinheimer, Trevor Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, 

Jacob Tumbleson 

Stewardship 

 
 
“Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave I to them 
and they all drank from it.”   
~MARK 14:23 
 
 

Jesus, the perfect steward, gave thanks just before He gave  
Himself up for us completely for our salvation.  He offers us the 
same chance to drink from His cup.  In the bread and wine, we 
meet Christ personally.  If we follow Him, drinking from His cup 
means our own self-sacrifice, using all of our gifts for the benefit  
of others and to do His work on earth. 
 
~archstl.org 

Altar Flowers 

 2021/2022 United Catholic Appeal  

 
There is still time to make your pledge for the 2021/2022 UCA 
campaign.  Pledge cards can be found on the credenza next to the 
bell tower or you can scan the QR Code below and make your 
pledge on line.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your support is greatly appreciated. 

 
Patron Saints 
 
Question:  
Why are some saints honored as “patron 
saints”? 
 
Answer:  
Each person is unique and each of us has different gifts, interests, 
talents, and, yes, even struggles and areas where we need to 
grow. This is no less true of those holy women, men, and children 
who have been canonized or beatified.  
 
Because we believe that the saints and blesseds are both models 
of faith and intercessors, Christians have looked to certain holy 
people as role models and heavenly protectors for occupations, 
spiritual charisms, and even places. Although the Church  
sometimes names a person as a patron saint (e.g. Saint Philip 
Neri as the patron of Rome, Saint Clare of Assisi as the patroness 
of television, or Saint Aloysius Gonzaga as the patron of youth 
and young adults), more often it is popular devotion that inspires 
lay Christians to turn to a particular saint or blessed for heavenly 
help and support. This is how, for example, Saint Cecilia came to 
be honored as the patroness of musicians, Saint Toribio Romo as 
patron of migrants coming into the United States, and Saint  
Gertrude of Nivelles as patroness of cat lovers. Although there  
are official and unofficial lists of patron saints, we should always 
feel free to ask any and all the saints to give us their patronage 
and protection in whatever it is that we need.  
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Catholic Question 

THE PARISH OFFICES 

ARE OPEN 8:30 A.M., TO 4:30 P.M., 

MONDAY, THROUGH THURSDAY, AND 

8:30 A.M., TO 3:00 P.M., 

ON FRIDAY, THROUGH AUGUST. 
 

HAPPY SUMMER! 

Summer Office Hours 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by  

Jane Roberts Family 

in loving memory of  Dave Roberts 



If you are interested in signing up for this pilgrimage, we 
have a a limited number of brochures and registration forms 
here at St. Thomas.  They can be found on the credenza next 
to the bell tower. 

 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy had the following 
high school athletic awards for the 2020-2021 school 
year. 
 
 

Athletic letters: 
63 letters handed out - 37 repeating and 26 new letters. 
82 out of 103 students participated in the athletic department 
3 students lettered in 3 sports and 1 lettered in 4 sports 

 
TAPPS 1A - All State Academic Awards: 
Cross Country – Ezekiel Aranda (Top 10)  
Basketball - Ezekiel Aranda, Luke Rickwartz, Alex Valdez 
Golf – Luke Rickwartz (Top 10)   
          
Booster Club Scholarship 
Andrew Wilhelm 

Sacrament Information Everyday Stewardship 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting married sometime  
this year, NFP is a mandatory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament of matrimony. For 
more information and class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

 
If you are new parents and/or first- 
time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  Please  
call the parish office, 358-2461,  
to register for the next scheduled 
class. 

 

 

 
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 
 
We Can Prepare the Upper Room:  
 
We all know that person, don’t we? Hey, maybe we’ve even 
been that person.  
 
“I have a great relationship with God, but I don’t go to church  
regularly. God and I are on good terms. I can talk to Him just  
fine on my own.” 
 
There isn’t anything false in these statements. It’s important 
to have an intimate, even conversational prayer relationship 
with God. But the problem with this attitude is that it implies 
that churches don’t matter. Community worship doesn’t  
matter.  Today, we are reminded exactly why that is so  
untrue. Why we need our parishes, our priests, and each  
other.  
 
The Body and Blood of Christ — that’s what it’s all about.  
If it’s not about that, it’s not about anything. If we don’t have 
the Eucharist, we’re just like the ancient priests, making  
sacrifices that don’t have the power to redeem anybody.  
 
Where do we receive the Body and Blood of Christ? For  
most of us, it’s in our parishes. The altar of sacrifice is also 
the table we gather in front of, as a family, to become one 
with Christ in the truest and realest way possible, recreating 
the scene in the Upper Room over and over again every time 
Mass is celebrated.  
 
The disciples were commissioned by Christ to prepare the  
Upper Room for the Last Supper. How can we take up that  
work ourselves? How can we strengthen the bonds in our  
spiritual family? How can we serve our parish, always  
remembering that the table is not meant to be set only  
for two? 
 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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A Night At The Museum 

 
If you are a trained Eucharistic Minister and would like  
to begin serving again, please call the Parish Office, 
806-358-2461, with your preferred Mass time.   
Currently, only 4 ministers will be needed for 5:00 p.m.,  
9:00 a.m., & 11:15 a.m., Mass.  We are not yet asking 
for any communion ministers for the 7:00 a.m., 
Mass.  Thank you and God bless. 

 
You are invited to join the Panhandle Franciscans and other local 
families for a weekend of fun, fellowship & learning at the beautiful 
Ceta Canyon Camp near Happy, TX, the weekend of July 23-25.  
Cost is $150 (ages 13+) - $110/children (5-12) - 1/2 due at  
registration.  Register now as space is limited.  Scholarships are 
available.  For more information and to register on line visit:  
https://www.panhandlefranciscans.org/summercamp  
or contact Sr. Mary Michael: schsrs@gmail.com or call  
806-537-3182, Ext. 6 

 
The Diocese of Amarillo invites everyone to a Museum Open 
House.  Come join Bishop Zurek and honored guests for an 
evening of food, wine and the unveiling of our Diorama of St. 
Mary’s Church, Clarendon, Our Lady of the Plains.  This event is 
scheduled for Thurs., June 24, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., 4512 
NE 24th Ave., Amarillo, TX.  For more information, contact 
Susan Garner at sgarner@dioama.org or 806-383-2243 

Family Summer Camp 
2022 Pilgrimage 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

Eucharistic Ministers 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

Mass Intentions 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 7 

9:00 AM 
Int. of Duane & Karen Ripperger by Pat Wilcox 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 8 
9:00 AM 

+Claudia Kirkes by Her Family 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9 

9:00 AM  
+Ed Venhaus by Don & Betty Mae Acker 
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 10 

9:00 AM 
Intention of Ron & Mary Zinn by Bill & Pat Murray 
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 11 
9:00 AM 
+Maria del Carmen Arias by Arias Family 
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 12 

5:00 PM 
Int. of Tim & Cathy Revell by Their Family 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 13 

7:00 AM 

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

Spec. Int. of Joe & Eunice Schilling  
 
11:15 AM 

+Arlene Wagner by Pat Stich 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
 

 
 

*Be on the lookout for information for RE registration for the 
fall of 2021. We will open up online registration again this 
summer. 
 
*The next Virtus safe environment training to be held at St.  
Thomas will be Wed., June 9 at 6:30 p.m. in the Marian Room. 
Registration for Virtus training must be done online in advance of 
the scheduled training. To register go to www.virtus.org and follow 
the instructions. From that site you will be able to register for any 
session offered in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call 
Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
 
Our RCIA formation has concluded for this year! 

**Want to know more about becoming Catholic? Please contact 
Kerry Acker!  
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@stthomasamarillo.org or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA or Religious Education. 

 

Daily Prayer this Week 
 
This week we are invited to explore the depth of the 
love Jesus has for us and the powerful call we are giv-
en to love each other. The Sermon on the Mount can 
help us be contemplatives in action this week. The Be-
atitudes are not eight new commandments. Rather, 
Jesus looked at those following him and saw their 
weaknesses and their needs, their goodness and their 
desire, even the cost they are paying for following 
him. He looked at them and called them “Blessed.” 
 
We can all begin this week letting Jesus look at us this 
way. Each morning we can practice choosing to focus 
our attention on some way we are spiritually poor or 
desiring justice, some way we are merciful or a peace 
maker, some way we might be experiencing the cost 
of being a believer, and simply ask our Lord to con-
vince us of our blessedness there. It is likely that each 
of us, every day, can be attentive to some aspect of 
our daily lives, some part of our relationships or re-
sponsibilities, that place us right there in a place for 
Jesus to tell us that we will be comforted, satisfied, 
blessed beyond our imagining. 
 
Some day this week, each of us will have the oppor-
tunity to be the salt that makes relationships and faith-
ful living, have its flavor. We will have our chances to 
be light in the midst of the darkness that crosses our 
paths. We can ask Jesus those days - whether in the 
morning, or in brief background moments during the 
day - to have us not lose our flavor or to cover our 
light. And, all of us will face the greater responsibility 
of being a disciple of Jesus: avoiding anger, finding 
the path to reconciliation, and loving genuinely and 
honestly. 
 
We can turn to the heart of Jesus and the heart of 
Mary at the end of the week and ask for the simple 
and profound grace, "Please make my heart like 
yours." 
 
Creighton University's Online Ministries  
Used with permission. 

Adult Faith Formation 

St. Thomas the Apostle Youth 

 
Steubenville 2021 - Dallas, Texas 

 
There will be eighteen of us going to Lone Star Steubenville this 
summer!  Please pray for us as we embark on this life-changing 
journey!  Our trip is June 25-28, and your prayers are much  
appreciated.  We have had a wonderful year, and we are excited 
to finish it off with our Steubenville conference. 

The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 
Oh, Sacred Heart of Jesus, 

living a life-giving fountain of eternal life, 

infinite treasure of the divinity, 

glowing furnace of divine love, 

in You I find my rest and my sure refuge. 
 

Most loving Savior, 

inflame my heart with the same burning love  

which enkindles Your own; 

pour into my heart the manifold graces of Your heart. 

Grant that Your Will be mine and 

that mine be in conformity with Yours for all eternity. 

 

 
catholicsstrivingforholiness.org 

http://www.virtus.org
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