
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                               July 4, 2021   

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times 
   Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

   Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

   Monday thru Friday:  9:00 AM 

   Holy Days: (to be announced) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

   Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
   
   It’s all so ordinary that we can easily miss it. The seagulls hunting 

and diving for mollusks at the beach offer a display of determination 

and precision as they gather their food for the day. It’s simply what 

these creatures do. Yet, there’s a magical artfulness and skill to their 

work that speaks volumes about the One who breathed life into their 

being. This is pretty much the way it is with God’s presence. God 

comes in common ways through common things and ordinary  

people. Sadly, we are so engulfed in our little worlds of order and 

ideas to notice the beauty and wonder of it all. Many have numbed 

themselves to the Divine spark at the essence of all life because 

that’s just the way it is. What’s so special about it? A sunset is a  

sunset and a seagull is a seagull. That’s precisely what they thought 

about Jesus too. After all, isn’t he just the carpenter’s son? What  

merit can his words possibly have? 

   If we’re looking for God to come in an event that is so dramatic 

and intense that it knocks our socks off, then think again. When  

pondering God’s relationship with His people and God’s action in 

our lives, we have to go back to the stable and the recurring,  

creative, unending power of God’s presence. It was a quiet,  

run of the mill kind of night. There was nothing spectacular or  

extraordinary. To the naked eye, a woman gave birth to a child  

and there wasn’t anything extraordinary to see. We have a hard 

time understanding God’s ordinary-ness.  Jesus grew up in an  

ordinary town, had neighbors and did normal human things. Perhaps 

that’s why we don’t always like the Gospel. It doesn’t dazzle us with 

extraordinary things but simply challenges us to take a different look 

at our ordinary stuff. That makes us uncomfortable. We prefer things 

as they are. Our lack of faith can even cause us to take offense at 

what Jesus says and does, dismissing it as folly. 

   God’s life-giving presence continues to sustain that seagull in  

flight and keep all things in being regardless of whether we have  

the faith to see and understand this. Our personal agendas,  

preconceived ideas, misconceptions, and expectations can often 

cause us to be hardened and blinded to what God is doing or  

desiring to do. While God continues to do what he has done for all 

eternity, faith is needed for God’s presence to bear fruit. The blinders 

we wear and the expectations we bring to life can often prevent us 

from seeing graced moments that radiate with God’s graceful  

presence. They also prevent God’s transforming, healing, and hope 

filled vision for our world from being realized. Without faith, God 

won’t be able to do much for us either. 
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Daily Scripture Readings 

 
 
Sunday, July 4:  

  Ez 2:2-5/2 Cor 12:7-10/Mk 6:1-6a                                 

Monday, July 5: 

   Gn 28:10-22a/Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday, July 6:  

   Gn 32:23-33/Mt 9:32-38   
Wednesday, July 7:  

   Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday, July 8:    

   Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Mt 10:7-15 

Friday, July 9:   

   Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Mt 10:16-23 

Saturday, July 10:   

   Am 7:12-15/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13 

Sunday, July 11:  

   Am 7:12-15/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13 

 
 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 
 
 

Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Betty  

Cutting, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn 

Mercer, John (Jack) Hoben,  Richard Herbsleb, James 

Rhodes, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Margaret Herring, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, 

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine  

Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, 

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley  

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas, 

Phyllis Morris, Dean Zinsmeyer 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler,  A. J. Serafin, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, 

Bryan Revell, John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt  

Nussbaum, Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu,  

Jacob Bitonel, Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson,  Swasey & 

Jena Brown, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William 

Weinheimer, Trevor Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, 

Jacob Tumbleson, Kayden Guzman 

Altar Flowers 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by  

The Stich Family 

in loving memory of  

Thomas & Paul Stich 

 

Confession and Children 
 

Question: 

Our Catholic grade school is doing a 

penance service this Lent. Do young  

children really need to go to Confession?  

How much sin can they really have? 

 

Answer: 
Ask any mom about her children, and see how many would 

say she has a brood of perfect angels! Parents know that 

kids do things that are wrong … and they often know they’re 

doing it! Even toddlers have a sense of right and wrong. The 

Church recognizes that their minds and consciences are not 

yet fully developed, however, and typically waits until age 

seven to offer the sacrament of Confession. Around that age 

and beyond, most young people, when asked, can easily 

explain why something is wrong.  

 

Confession for children is an excellent way to help them  

reflect on their actions and accept responsibility for their 

behavior. It helps them to grow in their understanding of  

sin and how it affects others. This helps them to form their 

consciences and make better choices in the future. Most 

importantly, they learn the value of forgiveness, both given 

and received. Rather than singling out what’s wrong,  

Confession offers hope and a new start! Children can grow  

in understanding God’s unconditional love and develop a 

sense of inner dignity that transcends their failings. Not bad 

for five minutes and an “Our Father” or two! 
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Catholic Question 

 
 THE PARISH OFFICES WLL BE CLOSED 

ON MONDAY, JULY 5, 

IN OBSERVANCE OF THE HOLIDAY. 

 

 
    
 
“as the Lord spoke ot me, the spirit entered me and set 
me on my feet, and I heard the one who was speaking 
say to me, ‘Don of man, I am sending you…’” 
~EZEKIEL 2:2-3 
 

God has a plan for each of us.  He calls us to do something for 
Him.  But, He doesn’t leave us on our own to figure it out.  He 
gives us the resources we need to do His work.  Are you listening 
for God’s call?   When you hear it, do you get on your feet and do 
the work He asks of you?  Do not be afraid.  God doesn’t call the 
equipped, he equips the called.  Answer His call. 
 
~archstl.org 

Stewardship 



          NEED MORE INFORMATION  
                ABOUT ST. THOMAS? 

  
      Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 
Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

             signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
                 like us and follow our latest news and updates on  
             Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
    Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  
       it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass every  
weekend streamed LIVE at 11:15 a.m.,  on Sunday mornings!  

Broadcast begins at 11:00 a.m.  

 
A huge Thank You to all those who made a pledge to the  

2021/22 UCA Campaign.  Due to your generosity, we exceeded 

our goal by 13%.  May God bless you abundantly!  

Sacrament Information An Invitation to be an Altar Server 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting married sometime  
this year, NFP is a mandatory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament of matrimony. For 
more information and class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

 
If you are new parents and/or first- 
time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  Please  
call the parish office, 358-2461,  
to register for the next scheduled 
class. 

 
  
A Dozen Reasons to choose a Catholic School: 
  
 

 
1.    Education is combined with Catholic faith and teachings for 
       academic excellence. 
2.    Teachers partner with parents in the faith formation of  
       students. 
3.    High standards for student achievement are set. 
4.    A Catholic school provides a balanced curriculum that  
       integrates faith, culture and life. 
5.    Technology is used effectively to enhance education. 
6.    The value of service to others is instilled in students. 
7.    Students are taught to respect themselves and others. 
8.    Moral development and self-discipline is emphasized. 
9.    Students are prepared to be productive citizens and  
       future leaders. 
10.  High school has a 99% graduation rate; 85% of  
       graduates attend college. 
11.  Faculty and staff are dedicated, caring and effective. 
12.  A safe and welcoming environment is provided for all  
       students and families. 

 
The National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) 

 

For more information, call or come by Holy Cross Catholic 
Academy:  4110 S. Bonham St., 806-355-9637 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

 
If you are interested in signing up for this pilgrimage, we 
have a a limited number of brochures and registration forms 
here at St. Thomas.  They can be found on the credenza next 
to the bell tower. 

2022 Pilgrimage 

 
There are two different levels of  

Altar Server at St. Thomas 
  
Altar Servers – Those who have made their First  
Communion and begun the third grade or higher who 
complete the necessary training.  These servers are 
generally focused on the tasks of the Mass attending 
to the needs of the priest, deacon and master server. 

  
 Master Servers – Those youth and adults (at least 16 years  
of age) who complete the necessary training.  Master servers  
are generally focused on the tasks of the Mass such as carrying 
the procession cross, focusing on the Roman Missal by holding  
it for the priest, ringing the bells during Eucharistic elevations, 
distributing Holy Communion when necessary, and other tasks 
appointed by the priest or deacon.  
  
Like all calls to ministry, it is God who makes the invitation.  God 
invites generous and helpful people to serve at Mass; without a 
server, it would be difficult for the priest and deacon to do the 
many duties of leading prayers and rituals. 
  
To sign up or for more information contact Dayamín Winchester  
at dwinchester@amarillo.church or 358-2461, ext. 107. 

 
If you want a lovely memorial tribute to a  
lost loved one or loved ones or a way to  
honor those special individuals in your 
life, be reminded that you may purchase 
a beautiful fresh flower arrangement 
designed by Scott’s Flowers for a 
donation of $85.00.   
  
If you are interested in purchasing Altar Flowers, complete  
an Altar Donation Form which can be found on our website  
at www.amarillo.church or call the Parish Office at  
806-358-2461. 

 A Loving Tribute 

UCA Update 

Stay Informed 

mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

Mass Intentions 

 

MONDAY, JULY 5 

9:00 AM 
Int. of Pat Stich by Ann Roach 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 6 
9:00 AM 

+Agnes Schilling by Anna Kleman 
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 7 

9:00 AM  
+Ed & Sue Shoemaker by Trevor & Terri Kitts 
 
THURSDAY, JULY 8 

9:00 AM 
Spec. int. of Dylan Alford by Joe & Eunice Schilling 
 
FRIDAY, JULY 9 
9:00 AM 
Spec. Int. of Randy & Diane May by Myrtle White 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 10 

5:00 PM 
Spec. Int. of Phil & Rose Gillmore by their Family 
 
SUNDAY, JULY 11 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

Spec. Int. of Ann Roach 
 
11:15 AM 

+Candido Espinoza by Tom & Margie Campbell 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
 

*On July 14-15 from 5:30-8:30 p.m., we will have VBS this  
summer in person! It will be for kids ages K-5th grade, as well  
as 10 potty trained 3 year olds, and 4 potty trained 4 year olds. 
Supper will be provided, too. Be on the lookout for the online  
registration form! 
  
*We will open up registration for the 2021-2022 RE  
registration year as soon as our diocesan Faith Formation 
office lets us know how we can have class. A Flocknote with 
the links to registration will be sent out once we know more! 
 
*Our next safe environment training is pending. Please check the 
bulletin or www.virtus.org for dates. Adults needing to be trained 
must now register online in advance of the scheduled training. 
There will be a separate training offered for high school and  
middle school students wanting to help with VBS. If you want to 
help with VBS, you can register at any parish having a training, 
not just St. Thomas. To register go to www.virtus.org and follow 
the instructions. From that site you will be able to register for any 
session offered in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call 
Ann Lueb at the parish office. 

RCIA NEWS 
 
Our RCIA formation has concluded for this year! 

**Want to know more about becoming Catholic? Please contact 
Kerry Acker!  
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@stthomasamarillo.org or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA or Religious Education. 

 

Daily Prayer this Week 
 

     Each day, following our pattern of focusing through-

out the day in brief moments of conversation and con-

nection with the Lord, we can consciously recognize the 

“calls” the Lord has given us and is offering us. And we 

can acknowledge them, accept them, embrace them. Of 

course, our primary relationships are all the ways we live 

our discipleship call. So often though, these relationships 

are where we need the greatest courage to be tender, 

compassionate and courageous in loving, in letting the 

Spirit speak through us. Let's ask ourselves all week: 

how can I bring healing and peace to each important re-

lationship in my life? And, where I'm afraid, or resistant, 

or even where I've given up, that can be the place of the 

deepest and most important prayer of the week. It cer-

tainly can be the place we come to Jesus to be refreshed. 

      All week, we can try to be conscious of how our day 

to day work is part of our call from the Lord: to be an 

agent in the world for good, to make products, to offer 

goods and services to people, to coordinate human activ-

ities, to protect and defend others' rights, to heal others. 

Some of us are still available to be called to a specific 

work or ministry. This is a great week to ask for open-

ness. Every one of us can find great meaning and deeper 

peace in placing what we do in the pattern of our re-

sponse to God's call to us, through Jesus. When we do 

our work, we can thank the Lord for this work; ask to do 

it faithfully, lovingly, compassionately and justly. Some 

of us are struggling to find work that offers us dignity 

and a living wage. We can ask the Lord to send us to be 

his servants, with our gifts, and trust in his fidelity. 

Creighton University's Online Ministries  
Used with permission. 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
New youth calendars are now available on our website for the 
upcoming 2021 - 2022 school year.  High School S.T.A.Y. will 
begin September 8, and Middle School S.T.A.Y. and F.A.S.T. 
will begin September 26.   
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone this year! 
 
Andrew Neighbors 
Youth Director 

neighborspatriot@gmail.com 

 
THE PASTORAL CENTER AT THE DIOCESE OF AMARILLO 
is seeking a new Graphic Artist / Printer. The applicant will be in 
charge of requested designs and printing needs for the Diocese of 
Amarillo. Must be fluent in the Adobe suite (Illustrator, Photoshop, 
InDesign) and have design knowledge.  Please send resumes 
and portfolios to Chris Albracht at calbracht@dioama.org.  
  
Responsibilities include: design engaging and correctly  
formatted designs, effectively communicate with clients about 
their desired print jobs, prepare rough drafts and present ideas, 
design with correct print formatting, listen to feedback to make 
sure all designs and prints meet clients expectations, print jobs 
and correctly prepare them for delivery, order and maintain  
printing supplies and papers.   
 
Requirements include: a strong portfolio of illustrations or 
other graphics, familiarity with design software and technologies 
specifically Adobe products (such as InDesign, Illustrator,  
Photoshop); excellent communication skills both with clients and 
co-workers, ability to work methodically and meet both design and 
printing deadlines.  A degree in Design, Fine Arts or related field 
is a plus as well as experience with printing software (Fiery),  
ability to lift 50 pound paper boxes. 

Job Opportunity - Diocese of Amarillo 

St. Thomas Youth 

http://www.virtus.org
mailto:calbracht@dioama.org
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