
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                             July 18, 2021   

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times 
   Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

   Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

   Monday thru Friday:  9:00 AM 

   Holy Days: (to be announced) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

   Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
   There’s an ordinary pine grove located on a tree farm not too 

far from town where life’s stresses and demands seem to melt 

away. It is here that all that seemed so important out there no 

longer is and one can get lost in the rows of trees and majestic 

beauty. God is here and all is good. We need to connect with 

the Divine Source of all that is in order to understand what it is 

we are doing and why we are doing it. Otherwise, things stop 

making sense and bitterness can overcome one’s spirit. It’s okay 

to play once in a while and to discover that place of profound 

life and peace. People always have needs and there is  

constantly something to do. And while all of that is necessary 

and we are needed, there is also that inner solitude within that 

needs to be celebrated and released. 

 

   We all need a pine grove. It’s that little place we can go  

and leave all that consumes us behind. It’s a place where  

technology can be set aside and wonder, and awe given some 

time. We don’t have to text, calculate, or orchestrate anything  

in the pine grove. It is a somewhat deserted place where all of 

that can be set aside and we can just be. The anger, frustration, 

exhaustion, discouragement, helplessness, and occasional  

apathy, all can fall to the ground like all of those pine needles 

that once held their place on the branch of a Frasier Fir. The 

needles can let go. We can let go. We are beings connected 

with Being and we all need to remember what really matters, 

who really matters and what life is truly all about. We need to 

find that place where we can rest and let go of all of the  

barnacles we accumulate. Rest, breathe, seek, and love. 

 

   The world will need us again when we leave the pine grove.  

It will all be waiting for us, beckoning for our attention. But we 

will have prayed and will have marveled at the silence and  

the beauty of goodness. We can go back, ready, and eager to 

listen, to help, to heal, to cry, to embrace, and attend to all that 

is asked of us. But, having let go of the distractions in that  

deserted place we will have a renewed sense of purpose. We 

will know better Who it is we serve and what we are meant to 

do. It will all be clearer now that we have been Divinely touched 

and refreshed. 
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 Daily Scripture Readings 

 
 
Sunday, July 18:  

    Jer 23:1-6/Eph 2:13-18/Mk 6:30-34                               

Monday, July 19: 

   Ex 14:5-18/Mt 12:38-42 

Tuesday, July 20:  

   Ex 14:21—15:1/Mt 12:46-50   
Wednesday, July 21:  

   Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Mt 13:1-9 

Thursday, July 22:    

   Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 

Friday, July 23:   

   Ex 20:1-17/Mt 13:18-23 

Saturday, July 24:   

   2 Kgs 4:42-44/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15 

Sunday, July 25:  

   2 Kgs 4:42-44/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15 

 
 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 
 
 

Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Betty  

Cutting, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn 

Mercer, John (Jack) Hoben,  Richard Herbsleb, James 

Rhodes, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Margaret Herring, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, 

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine 

Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, 

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley  

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas, 

Phyllis Morris, Dean Zinsmeyer 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler,  A. J. Serafin, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, 

Bryan Revell, John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt  

Nussbaum, Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu,  

Jacob Bitonel, Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson,  Swasey & 

Jena Brown, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William 

Weinheimer, Trevor Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, 

Jacob Tumbleson, Kayden Guzman 

Altar Flowers 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by  

St. Thomas Parish Family 

in loving memory of  Paul Parise 

 

ANGELS 
 

Question:  

I’ve heard that we become angels when 

we die. Is this what the Church teaches? 
 

Answer:  
As human beings, we are both spiritual and corporeal. We 

are body and soul. This makes us unique in all creation. No 

other physical creature — plant or animal — possesses an 

immortal soul made in God’s image and likeness. Like the 

distinction with plants and animals, angels have an entirely 

different sort of existence. Angels are pure immortal spirit, 

and they have been so since the moment of their creation. 

While they may take on an appearance of a body in Biblical 

history, they are not a body like we are. Angels are neither 

male nor female, despite the art we often see. 
 
As the result of the Fall, human beings experience death. 

Our souls are temporarily separated from our bodies.  

However, we do not become something other than human.  

Every Sunday in the Creed we profess “I believe in the  

resurrection of the body.” As Jesus was united with his body 

on the third day, so too will we be united with our bodies at 

the end of time. 
 
©LPi 

Catholic Question 

 
Our lay Eucharistic Ministers distribute Holy Communion and  
convey the prayers of the church to those who may be  
homebound or in a nursing home due to illness or  disability.   
Ministers may serve as often as they like.  If you feel called to  
this ministry to help us share the light of Christ with those unable 
to leave their homes, please contact Dayamín Winchester at  
358-2461, Ext. 107. 

 
 
 

“He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a 
deserted place and rest a while.” ~MARK 6:31 
 
 

Do you spend time, every day, alone and in  
silence listening to how God is calling you?   
If not, you are missing out on a wonderful  
opportunity to develop a more personal relationship with Him.  
Unless we talk and more importantly, listen to God every day, how 
else will we know how He is calling us?  Consider making a retreat 
this year, spend some ”alone” time  
with God. 
 
~archstl.org 

Stewardship 

Communion Ministry for Sick & Homebound 

 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The Prayer 
Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be interested in 
joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer chain re-
quest, call the RE office, 358-2461, Ext. 107. 

St. Thomas Prayer Chain 

  
Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 



            
 

Sacrament Information An Invitation to be an Altar Server 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting married sometime  
this year, NFP is a mandatory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament of matrimony. For 
more information and class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

 
If you are new parents and/or first- 
time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  Please  
call the parish office, 358-2461,  
to register for the next scheduled 
class. 

 
It isn’t too late to come for a tour! 

 
 Holy Cross Catholic Academy is currently  
enrolling students for the 2021 - 2022 school year.   
 

Remember that Holy Cross:  
 
• is the only Catholic Secondary School in the diocese.  As a 
member of the diocese of Amarillo, HCCA belongs to each of you.  
• is a very accomplished school.  Holy Cross was the only private 
school in Amarillo named in the top 100 schools NATIONALLY on 
the Niche list.    
• has strong Catholic Values 
• has a low student-teacher ratio 
• is a Catholic School that is affordable, accessible, and available!   
Catholic Education should be for anyone who seeks it, no matter 
financial status or ability to pay.  If the desire is there, we will find 
a way to make it happen! 
 
Please contact the school for questions - 806-355-9637. 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

 
There are two different levels of  

Altar Server at St. Thomas 
  
Altar Servers – Those who have made their First  
Communion and begun the third grade or higher who 
complete the necessary training.  These servers are 
generally focused on the tasks of the Mass attending 

to the needs of the priest, deacon and master server. 
  
 Master Servers – Those youth and adults (at least 16 years  
of age) who complete the necessary training.  Master servers  
are generally focused on the tasks of the Mass such as carrying 
the procession cross, focusing on the Roman Missal by holding  
it for the priest, ringing the bells during Eucharistic elevations, 
distributing Holy Communion when necessary, and other tasks 
appointed by the priest or deacon.  
  
Like all calls to ministry, it is God who makes the invitation.  God 
invites generous and helpful people to serve at Mass; without a 
server, it would be difficult for the priest and deacon to do the 
many duties of leading prayers and rituals. 
  
To sign up or for more information contact Dayamín Winchester  
at dwinchester@amarillo.church or 358-2461, ext. 107. 

 
If you want a lovely memorial tribute to a  
lost loved one or loved ones or a way to  
honor those special individuals in your 
life, be reminded that you may purchase 
a beautiful fresh flower arrangement 
designed by Scott’s Flowers for a 
donation of $85.00.   
  
If you are interested in purchasing Altar Flowers, complete  
an Altar Donation Form which can be found on our website  
at www.amarillo.church or call the Parish Office at  
806-358-2461. 

 “Mark Your Calendar” 

 
FAMILY LIFE OFFICE - DIOCESE OF AMARILLO  
will once again be hosting their annual Respect Life 
Banquet on Sun., Sept. 19, at the Amarillo Civic  
Center Heritage Room.  Keynote Speaker this year  
will be Trent Horn—Catholic Answers apologist,  
author, speaker & blogger.  Social Hour begins at  

4:30 p.m., and a Prime Rib Dinner provided by the Big Texas  
will be served at 5:30 p.m.   There will also be Live & Silent  
Auctions.  If you need more information or want to purchase  
tickets, visit www.amarillodiocese.org/rlm-banquet, or call the 
Family Life Office at 806-414-1059. 

A Loving Tribute 

Everyday Stewardship 

 
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

The Steward’s Work Is Never Done 

 

Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock! 

When you hear these strong words from the Old Testament, 

you’re probably thinking, thank goodness I don’t have any 

sheep — dodged that bullet. Nobody misled here! No flock 

scattered on my watch! However, we are all shepherds of a 

kind, called to tend our own sheep: our families, our parish-

es, our communities.  

 

But it’s exhausting. Don’t we all sometimes just want to take 

a break from being a steward? The excuses are so familiar: 

we’re tired, we’ve done enough, we’ve given all we can, 

what more does the parish (or my spouse, or my kids, or my 

boss, or my friends, or my community) want? We give  

ourselves permission to be selfish. So, what if the flock scat-

ters just a little? 

 

Jesus gets that. We can just imagine him weary with  

exhaustion, can’t we? We see him on his boat, attempting  

to sneak away for a quick break — maybe just a chance  

to eat a bite of food in peace. He is God, but he was still  

human, after all. Even the most dedicated shepherds need 

to sleep. But people couldn’t leave him alone. They were 

hungry for him. They needed what he could offer, and they 

needed it now. 

 

As tough as it is, that’s the example we are tasked with  

imitating. Everyday Stewardship demands accountability.  

It demands our showing up even when we are tired. It  

demands that we look at our lives, our time, our energies, 

our talents, our hearts, our bank accounts and think: where 

do I still have more to give? 

 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 
©LPi 

mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

Mass Intentions 

 

MONDAY, JULY 19 

9:00 AM 
+Tom & Paul Stich by Pat Stich 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 20 
9:00 AM 

+Philip Wedding by Mary Kay Bottoms 
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 21 

9:00 AM  
Int. of Religious Orders by Paul & Joani Guyer 
 
THURSDAY, JULY 22 

9:00 AM 
+Walter Manske by His Family 
 
FRIDAY, JULY 23 
9:00 AM 
+Jerry Harpole by Paul & Jenny Harpole 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 24 

5:00 PM 
+Zeferino & Rita Villareal by Joe & Eunice Schilling 
 
SUNDAY, JULY 25 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Ed Venhaus by David & Yvonne Ehly 
 
11:15 AM 

Int. of Patrick Weinheimer  

by Dcn. Blaine & Louise Westlake 

 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
 

*Thanks to all who participated in VBS 2021!! So much fun and 
faith rolled into one! 
  
*We will open up registration for the 2021-2022 RE registra-
tion year later in July. Watch for the Flocknote! 
 
*Our next safe environment training is pending. Please check the 
bulletin or www.virtus.org for dates. Adults needing to be trained 
must now register online in advance of the scheduled training. 
There will be a separate training offered for high school and  
middle school students wanting to help with VBS. If you want to 
help with VBS, you can register at any parish having a training, 
not just St. Thomas. To register go to www.virtus.org and follow 
the instructions. From that site you will be able to register for any 
session offered in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call 
Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
 
Our RCIA formation has concluded for this year! 

**Want to know more about becoming Catholic? Please contact 
Kerry Acker!  
 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA or Religious 
Education. 

 

Daily Prayer this Week 
 

   These weekly guides offer us an opportunity to prac-

tice being “contemplatives in action.” For us busy peo-

ple, it is possible to pray - “to lift our minds and hearts to 

God” - in the midst of our everyday, active lives. Prayer 

is really about our relationship with the Lord, a relation-

ship that is always a gift of the Holy Spirit. That rela-

tionship can stay alive, and grow in its intimacy, to the 

degree we can let the daily events, responsibilities and 

relationships of our lives become a part of our relation-

ship with our Lord. All it takes is a little focus and some 

practice. 
 
   Every morning this week, we can begin our day with a 

brief conversation with our Lord that expresses a desire 

that comes from within us and is shaped by the scrip-

tures this week. We might say, “O Lord, help me trust 

your presence in what you call me to do today, letting 

me remember how tiny seeds grow.” I may pray: “Dear 

Lord, thank you for this day. Let me trust your care for 

me. Let me not be afraid or grumble, but fill me with the 

nourishment of your presence today.” Or we might ask, 

“Lord, let me do your will today, and experience the 

closeness you offer me as I do so.” Perhaps, we can 

pray, “Thank you, Lord, for the gift of my children. Help 

me to trust that even though not everything I say or do 

will seem to work, you will take care of them and allow 

my efforts to be fruitful.” 
 
   Throughout each day, we can repeat and refine these 

desires and prayers in our hearts. Each thing we do, each 

person we relate to, each request that is made of us will 

help us say this or that expression of gratitude or request 

for grace. 
 
Creighton University's Online Ministries  
Used with permission. 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
 
New youth calendars are now available on our website for the 
upcoming 2021 - 2022 school year.  High School S.T.A.Y. will 
begin September 8, and Middle School S.T.A.Y. and F.A.S.T. 
will begin September 26.   
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone this year! 
 
Andrew Neighbors 
Youth Director 

neighborspatriot@gmail.com 

 
 

Stay Informed 

St. Thomas Youth 

  

          NEED MORE INFORMATION  

                ABOUT ST. THOMAS? 

  

  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 

Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  

like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  

Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  

it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass every 

weekend streamed LIVE at 11:15 a.m.,  on Sunday mornings!  

Broadcast begins at 11:00 a.m.  

http://www.virtus.org
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