
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                          August 1, 2021  

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times 
   Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

   Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

   Monday thru Friday:  9:00 AM 

   Holy Days: (to be announced) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

   Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
   “You cannot see the forest for the trees” is a widely known saying 
that can bring wisdom to our understanding of our journey. Often, 
our sight becomes limited to what is immediately before us. We lose 
touch with lessons and experiences from the past and promises and 
hope for the future. As human beings, we have the privilege of being 
able to choose things. What I like and don’t like, want, and don’t  
want can be major preoccupations of our minds and hearts. Our  
preferences and desires begin to define us more than the simple  
fact of our being. Who we are matters more than what we are or  
what we have. If we don’t move beyond the external and superficial 
stuff to what really is of essence, we risk becoming very unsettled, 
disorientated, angry, and unhappy. We fail to see the bigger picture 
of hope and promise that lies ahead and the Divine Presence that  
has sustained and carried us before. 
 
   We like it when the “now” time of our lives satisfy us. Even the  
people who witnessed Jesus feed the five thousand got confused 
and distracted. It felt good when thousands of people were able to 
eat. They wanted to know what they could do to get this to happen 
again! But Jesus quickly reminds them that this is not the point of 
this sign. As much as the now time of our lives is of concern, it is not 
what is ultimately important. We need to learn the difference between 
being and doing, drawing more strength from who we are and who 
God is rather than what is happening around us and the choices we 
can make. Jesus is the true bread that came down from heaven.  
Jesus is the very incarnate presence of God who sustains life and 
assures us that we will not perish. This is not easy to understand  
and feel. We have to practice being in the presence of ourselves, 
others, creation, and God. We are brought to a holy place when we 
encounter the sacredness of being. This is real prayer. 
 
   Then, we learn to trust. It is when we cease trusting that we start  
to become afraid, uncertain, apprehensive, and doubtful, and overly  
self-concerned. We even start to grumble. God has our back. That  
is the essential powerful message of the living bread come down 
from heaven. God, who is alpha is also omega, the beginning and  
the end, and has everything in between in his care as well. A woman 
once remarked that her most powerful God moment happened when 
she and her husband cuddled with their new baby for a time. Without 
exchanging words and using only the affection communicated 
through sight and touch, they rested in being with each other.  
This brought them to the sacred, where they realized that a greater 
Being was with them. It was real. They knew that they were part of  
something bigger, intimate, and profound. When we rest in the  
Living Source of life, we will find that our souls are no longer  
hungry or thirsty. 
 
©LPi 



 
 

 Daily Scripture Readings 

 
 
Sunday, August 1:  

    Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-35                               

Monday, August 2: 

   Nm 11:4b-15/Mt 14:13-21 

Tuesday, August 3:  

   Nm 12:1-13/Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14   
Wednesday, August 4:  

   Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29a, 34-35/Mt 13:21-28 

Thursday, August 5:    

   Nm 20:1-13/Mt 16:13-23 

Friday, August 6:   

   Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mk 9:2-10 

Saturday, August 7:   

   1 Kgs 19:4-8/Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51 

Sunday, August 8:  

   1 Kgs 19:4-8/Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51 

 
 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 
 
 

Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Betty  

Cutting, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn 

Mercer, John (Jack) Hoben,  Richard Herbsleb, James 

Rhodes, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Margaret Herring, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, 

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine 

Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, 

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley  

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas, 

Phyllis Morris, Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler,  A. J. Serafin, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, 

Bryan Revell, John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt  

Nussbaum, Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu,  

Jacob Bitonel, Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson,  Swasey & 

Jena Brown, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William 

Weinheimer, Trevor Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, 

Jacob Tumbleson, Kayden Guzman 

Altar Flowers 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by  

The Slaton Family 

in loving memory of   

Warren J. Slaton 

 
During the month of August, we will begin transitioning back to the 
regular scheduling of Liturgical Ministers, with monthly schedules 
being mailed or emailed (depending on the choice made by each 
minister.)  The goal if to have regular schedules go out for the 
month of September.  We have revised our Usher list and know 
who no longer wants to participate in that ministry and now 
we need to revise the Eucharistic Minister & Lector lists, so 
please watch for a Flocknote in the next several days to all current  
Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors, giving the option to opt out or  
continue in those ministries.  If you are not signed up to receive 
Flocknote, please feel free to call  Rita in the parish office or email 
rwalker@amarillo.church  and let her know if you wish to be 
removed from the communion and/or lector list.  Thank you and 
God bless. 

Attention Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors 

 
 

“Each day the people are to go out and gather their 
daily potion; hus will I test them, to see whether they 
follow my instructions or not.”  ~EXODUS 16:4 
 
 
When the Israelites gathered more than their 
daily portion of manna, the surplus became 
wormy and rotten.  In the same way today,  
self-reliance, pride and ego leads to hoarding 
and excessive surplus of goods and money.  Living a stewardship 
lifestyle helps us discern our “wants” from our “needs”.  Living a 
grateful and generous lifestyle reminds us that God will provide all 
that we need and that we have plenty to share. 

 
 
~archstl.org 

Stewardship 

St. Thomas Adoration Program 

Nursery to Reopen 

 
The Nursery will reopen the weekend of Aug. 7 & 8, and will be 
available for parents to leave their children (infants to 3 years of 
age) during the 5:00 p.m., 9:00 a.m., & 11:15 a.m., Masses.  
Masks are not required for the children; it is up to the parents if 
they wish their children to wear one.   

Training Day for Evangelizing-Tri State Fair 

 
Adoration to re-start this Fall pending filling the majority of the 
below open hours and substitutes. 
 
Sunday         3a        4a       7a      11a      12p                
Monday         2a       8a 
Tuesday                                         11p 
Thursday     12a       1a       9a       10a     10p 
Friday            1a       2a       3a         6a        
Saturday        4a       7a       8a      12p        5p     6p    7p           
 
Substitutes are urgently needed for midnight thru 8am. 
 
To take an hour or volunteer to substitute, text Simon @ 570-9776 
and give your name, number, day and hour, am/pm.  

 
This is an invitation to anyone who would like to participate in 
evangelizing outside the Church setting at the Catholic Booth  
during the Tri-State Fair.   
 
When:  Sat., Aug. 21 from 9:00 a.m., to 1:30 p.m. 
Where: Reception Room, St. Mary's Cathedral.  
             Lunch will be provided.  
 
Please RSVP to ckcox59@suddenlink.net or leave a message 
with your name and number at 806-672-3105. The fair dates are 
Friday, Sept. 17 to Saturday, Sept. 25. You can also participate in 
this ministry by donating Catholic Bibles, Catechisms (both  
English and Spanish) and any other religious and devotional  
articles that can be given away to educate and help people  
grow in their Faith. Thank you. 

mailto:ckcox59@suddenlink.net


           

 

 
FAMILY LIFE OFFICE - DIOCESE OF AMARILLO  
will once again be hosting their annual Respect Life 
Banquet on Sun., Sept. 19, at the Amarillo Civic  
Center Heritage Room.  Keynote Speaker this year  
will be Trent Horn—Catholic Answers apologist,  
author, speaker & blogger.  Social Hour begins at  

4:30 p.m., and a Prime Rib Dinner provided by the Big Texas  
will be served at 5:30 p.m.   There will also be Live & Silent  
Auctions.  If you need more information or want to purchase  
tickets, visit www.amarillodiocese.org/rlm-banquet, or call the 
Family Life Office at 806-414-1059. 

Sacrament Information Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting married sometime  
this year, NFP is a mandatory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament of matrimony. For 
more information and class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

 
If you are new parents and/or first- 
time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  Please  
call the parish office, 358-2461,  
to register for the next scheduled 
class. 

St. Thomas Prayer Chain 

Mark Your Calendar-Respect Life Banquet 

 
 
Did you know… 
The 2021 senior gift to Holy Cross Catholic Academy  
is a beautiful outdoor digital display marquee.  The  
display will provide an easy way to communicate with 
students, parents, and the community.  From upcoming 

events to school closings, the signage will support the chain of 
communication for all Mustangs! 
 

Thanks to the 2021 seniors! 

 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The Prayer 
Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be interested in 
joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer chain re-
quest, call the RE office, 358-2461, Ext. 107. 

A Loving Tribute 

 
OFFICE OF YOUTH MINISTRY-DIOCESE OF AMARILLO 

 
There will be an informational meeting and WYD Alumni  
Gathering on Sat., Aug. 21, from 1:00 p.m., to 5;00 p.m., at the 
Pastoral Center, 4512 NE 24th Ave.  For more information  
regarding this meeting, visit : 
amarillodiocese.org/world-youth-day-portugal. 
 
NOTE:  Please bring your favorite snacks and drinks to share 
with the whole group. 

World Youth Day Delegation Meeting 

Everyday Stewardship 

 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

Practicing Graciousness in the Desert 
 
Looking back over my journey of parenthood, I know there 
were days when I traveled the extra mile for my children. I 
made their toast the way they like it, let them play in the park 
an extra ten minutes, or let them go to the movies with their 
friends and I finished up the chores on my own. And then, it 
happened: the attitude. The request for the smallest thing 
from one of them is met with disdain or bewilderment. 
 
Sometimes you can be made breathless with the ingratitude 
of another person who takes so much and with so little 
shame, only to scoff at the idea that they, too, give even the 
smallest amount. 
 
But if we’re being honest with ourselves, we will admit that 
we do the exact same thing to God. Haven’t we all been the 
Israelites in the desert at one point or another? God has  
parted our Red Sea in some way. He’s led us out of some 
great trial, given us some great blessings. But then we run 
into a little resistance somewhere along the way and we 
throw up our hands. How could you do this to us, Lord?  
How could you ask this of us? No, I can’t go any further.  
No, I won’t do any more.  
 
Persisting in the blindness to the many ways God continues  
to protect us is nothing short of a temper tantrum. It robs our  
Everyday Stewardship of its graciousness, of our ability to 
accept with joy the trials of life because we are also  
constantly aware of its blessings. 
 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
 
©LPi 

If you want a lovely memorial tribute to a  
lost loved one or loved ones or a way to  
honor those special individuals in your  
life, be reminded that you may purchase  
a beautiful fresh flower arrangement  
designed by Scott’s Flowers for a  
donation of $85.00.   

  
If you are interested in purchasing Altar Flowers, complete  
an Altar Donation Form which can be found on our website  
at www.amarillo.church or call the Parish Office, 358-2461. 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

Mass Intentions 

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 2 

9:00 AM 
+Susie Dolle by Tom & Sandy Riney 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 3 
9:00 AM 

+Walter Manske by His Family 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4 

9:00 AM  
+Bennie O’Neill by Simon & Martha Wright 
 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 5 

9:00 AM 
+Ed Venhaus by Clyde Hoelting 
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 6 
9:00 AM 
+Dennis Sweeney by Mary Sweeney 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 7 

5:00 PM 
+Awanda Lee Allen by KC Council 4621 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

Int. of Ron & Mary Zinn by Bill & Pat Murray 
 
11:15 AM 

+Deacon Leo Ramos by Elisa Ramos Nino 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
 

*RE registration for the 2021-2022 RE registration year is 
OPEN!   
 
Returning families, use this link:  
https://amarillo.church/re-returning-family 
 
New families, use this link:  
https://amarillo.church/re-new-family 
 
*RE registration will CLOSE on August 25 to allow for the RE 
office to ready everything for the first Sunday of class on 
September 12! 
 
*Our next safe environment training is August 25, at 6:30 p.m. 
Please check www.virtus.org for additional dates. Adults needing 
to be trained must now register online in advance of the  
scheduled training. To register go to www.virtus.org and follow  
the instructions. From that site you will be able to register for any 
session offered in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call 
Ann Lueb at the parish office. 

RCIA NEWS 
 
Our RCIA formation has concluded for this year! 

**Want to know more about becoming Catholic? Please contact 
Kerry Acker!  
 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA or Religious 
Education. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE POWER HOUR 
 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month, 12:00 PM 

beginning  September 8 

Adoration Chapel 
Experience the power of silence.  The Contemplative  

Power Hour is divided into 3 segments of silent prayer. 
 

 “Be still and know that I am God”   Psalm 46:10 

 

20 minutes of Centering (Contemplative) 
Prayer:  Contemplative Prayer is a method of silent 
prayer that prepares us to receive the gift of contem-
plative prayer, prayer in which we experience God’s 
presence within us, closer that breathing, closer than 
thinking, closer than consciousness itself.  

20 minutes of Lectio Divina:  Lectio Divina, 
literally meaning “divine reading,” is an ancient prac-
tice of praying the scriptures.  During Lectio Divina, 
the practitioner listens to the text of the Bible with the 
“ear of the heart,” as if he or she is in conversation 
with God, and God is suggesting the topics for discus-
sion.  The method of Lectio Divina includes moments 
of reading (lectio), reflecting on (meditation), respond-
ing to (oratio) and resting in (contemplation) the Word 
of God with the aim of nourishing and deepening 
one’s relationship with the Divine 

20 minutes of Adoration:  Adoration is a time 
of quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  This 
time can be spent praying the rosary,  journaling, 
praying silently, or any way you wish. 
 

ALL  ARE WELCOME! 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
New youth calendars are now available on our website for the 
upcoming 2021 - 2022 school year.  High School S.T.A.Y. will 
begin September 8, and Middle School S.T.A.Y. and F.A.S.T. 
will begin September 26.   
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone this year! 
 
Andrew Neighbors 
Youth Director 
neighborspatriot@gmail.com 

Stay Informed 

St. Thomas Youth 

          NEED MORE INFORMATION  

                ABOUT ST. THOMAS? 
  

  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 
Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  

it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass every 
weekend streamed LIVE at 11:15 a.m.,  on Sunday mornings!  

Broadcast begins at 11:00 a.m.  

 
For more information, contact Dayamín Winchester at 

dwinchester@amarillo.church, or 358-2461, ext. 107 

   

Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 

https://amarillo.church/re-returning-family
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