
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary             August 15, 2021  

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times 
   Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

   Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

   Monday thru Friday:  9:00 AM 

   Holy Days: (to be announced) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

   Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         

 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

   

   They are courageous, wise women who ground us, focus 

us, and inspire us. They are the good mothers who walk with 

us and light our way. They teach us life lessons and help us 

heal and navigate through challenges and difficulties. We 

need people to point the way. Sometimes, these wise ladies 

are not our biological mothers but women in our lives, who 

through their strong and faithful presence, anchor us and 

remind us that we are loved. We need these women. Human 

beings do their best when they have cheerleaders in their 

lives. They show us that even when facing despair there is 

always a brighter tomorrow. 
 
   Jesus needed his mother. She had to be that faithful  

anchor, that guiding presence, in his life. Jesus needed to  

be affirmed and encouraged just like any other human  

being and Mary had to be there, right by his side, doing  

precisely that. Even when her heart was pierced as he was 

nailed to a tree, she did not give up hope. Most certainly, 

she continued to wait, watch, hope, and love until he took 

his final breath. That’s what mothers do. Even when their 

heart breaks, they persevere. 
 
   Today, our Blessed Mother is our cheerleader once again. 

Taken up to heaven in body and soul, she points to and  

directs us toward our final destiny. Life eternal waits! Any 

disappointment, fear, or anxiety can be set aside as she 

gently reassures us of God’s love and promise. Always a 

mother filled with grace and hope, she calls us to reaffirm 

our faith in God and in the gifts we have each been  

given. We can persevere and do what we need to do to  

live life well, with faith, hope, and love as our guiding lights. 

Knowing who we are and who we will one day become 

helps us to better chart the course and direction of our 

earthly lives. Looking to the example of our Blessed Mother, 

we receive the assurance we need. 

 

©LPi 



 
 

 

Daily Scripture Readings 

 
 
Sunday, August 15:  

  Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56                               

Monday, August 16: 

  Jgs 2:11-19/Mt 19:16-22 

Tuesday, August 17:  

  Jgs 6:11-24a/Mt 19:23-30   
Wednesday, August 18:  

  Jgs 9:6-15/Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday, August 19:    

  Jgs 11:29-39a/Mt 22:1-14 

Friday, August 20:   

  Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday, August 21:   

  Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69 

Sunday, August 22:  

   Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69 

 
 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 
 
 

Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Betty  

Cutting, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn 

Mercer, John (Jack) Hoben,  Richard Herbsleb, James 

Rhodes, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Margaret Herring, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, 

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine 

Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, 

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley  

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas, 

Phyllis Morris, Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler,  A. J. Serafin, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, 

Bryan Revell, John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt  

Nussbaum, Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu,  

Jacob Bitonel, Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson,  Swasey & 

Jena Brown, Cody Keesee, Justin Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   

Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William 

Weinheimer, Trevor Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, 

Jacob Tumbleson, Kayden Guzman 

Altar Flowers 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by  

The Hudson Family 

in honor of Mark & Terry White 

 
BEGINNING EXPERIENCE  is a weekend retreat for divorced,  
separated and widowed men and women.  This weekend program 
transforms lives.  It makes a real difference. The truth is no one 
has to suffer alone, and although life may never be the same, it 
can be good again…very good.  The next Beginning Experience 
weekend is August 20-22 at the Bishop DeFalco Retreat  
Center.  For more information or to register, contact Deacon Phil 
Whitson at 806-681-3116, or philw3120@gmail.com, or visit 
our web page at https://bdrc.org/beginningexperience.  Please 
take advantage of this life changing program…you won’t regret it. 

Beginning Experience 

 
 
“And Mary said, ‘My sould proclaims the greatness 
of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.’”   
~LUKE 1:46 
 
 

After Jesus, we look to Mary as our model of 
stewardship.  Her entire life was lived in  
obedience to God’s will.  Just as the moon 
reflects the light of the sun, Mary reflects the light of Christ.  Like 
Mary, we too are called to reflect Christ to the world.  We do this 
by living grateful and generous lives.  We do this by putting other’s 
needs before our wants. 
 
~archstl.org 

Stewardship 

Respect Life Banquet 

World Youth Day Delegation Meeting 

 
OFFICE OF YOUTH MINISTRY-DIOCESE OF AMARILLO 

 
There will be an informational meeting and WYD Alumni  
Gathering on Sat., Aug. 21, from 1:00 p.m., to 5;00 p.m., at the 
Pastoral Center, 4512 NE 24th Ave.  For more information  
regarding this meeting, visit : 
amarillodiocese.org/world-youth-day-portugal. 
 
NOTE:  Please bring your favorite snacks and drinks to share 
with the whole group. 

Training Day for Evangelizing-Tri State Fair 

 
This is an invitation to anyone who would like to participate in 
evangelizing outside the Church setting at the Catholic Booth  
during the Tri-State Fair.   
 
When:  Sat., Aug. 21 from 9:00 a.m., to 1:30 p.m. 
Where: Reception Room, St. Mary's Cathedral.  
             Lunch will be provided.  
 
Please RSVP to ckcox59@suddenlink.net or leave a message 
with your name and number at 806-672-3105. The fair dates are 
Friday, Sept. 17 to Saturday, Sept. 25. You can also participate in 
this ministry by donating Catholic Bibles, Catechisms (both  
English and Spanish) and any other religious and devotional  
articles that can be given away to educate and help people  
grow in their Faith. Thank you. 

 
FAMILY LIFE OFFICE - DIOCESE OF AMARILLO  
will once again be hosting their annual Respect Life 
Banquet on Sun., Sept. 19, at the Amarillo Civic  
Center Heritage Room.  Keynote Speaker this year  
will be Trent Horn—Catholic Answers apologist,  
author, speaker & blogger.  Social Hour begins at  

4:30 p.m., and a Prime Rib Dinner provided by the Big Texas  
will be served at 5:30 p.m.   There will also be Live & Silent  
Auctions.  If you need more information or want to purchase  
tickets, visit www.amarillodiocese.org/rlm-banquet, or call the 
Family Life Office at 806-414-1059. 

mailto:philw3120@gmail.com
https://bdrc.org/beginningexperience
mailto:ckcox59@suddenlink.net


     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

 
 
 

Sacrament Information Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

 
GETTING MARRIED?  If you are getting married sometime  
this year, NFP is a mandatory requirement in the Diocese of  
Amarillo for couples seeking the sacrament of matrimony. For 
more information and class schedules near you, please visit the 
website, www.amarillodiocese.org/nfp. 

 
If you are new parents and/or first- 
time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  Please  
call the parish office, 358-2461,  
to register for the next scheduled 
class. 

           
 
            Welcome back Mustangs!! 
 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy welcomes back  

students to class on 08/16/21.  We are looking forward to a great 

year with our families and want to remind you that it is NEVER too 

late to invest in Catholic education.   

 

Holy Cross, where faith and knowledge meet! 

Perpetual Adoration 

A Loving Tribute 

If you want a lovely memorial tribute to a  
lost loved one or loved ones or a way to  
honor those special individuals in your  
life, be reminded that you may purchase  
a beautiful fresh flower arrangement  
designed by Scott’s Flowers for a  
donation of $85.00.   

  
If you are interested in purchasing Altar Flowers, complete  
an Altar Donation Form which can be found on our website  
at www.amarillo.church or call the Parish Office, 358-2461. 

 
Adoration to re-start this Fall pending filling the  

majority of the below open hours and substitutes. 
 
Sunday      3a     7a     11a    12p                
Monday      2a     8a 
Tuesday                       11p 
Thursday  12a    1a       9a     10a    10p 
Friday         1a     2a      3a       6a      8a  
Saturday     7a     8a    12p       5p      6p    7p  
          
Substitutes  urgently needed for midnight thru 8am. 
 
To take an hour or volunteer to substitute text Simon @ 570-9776 
and give your name, number, day and hour,  
am/pm.  

 

PRAYER FOR THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY 

 

Mary, you are our Mother in Heaven. 

What a blessed day it was when Jesus took you into 

Heaven, body and soul, to be with Him. 

You were crowned Queen of Heaven and earth, 

a position of love and service to Jesus’ Church. 

At your Assumption, you beheld the face of Your  

beloved Son once again. 

Please pray for me, that I, too, may gaze on the  

glorious face of your Son, my Lord, Jesus Christ,  

in Heaven one day. 

May my life be inspired by your holiness,  

oh Blessed Virgin, my Mother. 

May your prayers for me and your example of great  

faithfulness aid and inspire me to holiness in this life  

so I may be with Jesus in Heaven as you are. 

May your Assumption remind me of God’s love and  

faithfulness to those who also love Him. 

May I love Jesus with my whole heart and soul 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 

www.catholic.org/prayer  

 
HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH, NAZARETH, is hosting a 
Labor Day Picnic, Sun., Sept. 5, beginning with a Parade at 
10:00 a.m.  At 11:00 a.m., following the parade, there will be a 
Roast Beef Dinner.  Adults can eat for $12.00 and for those 10 
years and younger, the cost is $6.00.  There will be activities for 
both Adults and Children throughout the day along with a Bake 
Shop, Auction, Corn Hole Tournament & Live Music. The day will 
end with a Hamburger Supper beginning at 5:00 p.m.  There will 
be burger meals for $10.00 or a single burger for $5.00.  See flyer 
on bulletin board for details about the various activities taking 
place at the event. 

Labor Day Picnic 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

Mass Intentions 

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 16 

9:00 AM 
+Pat Weinheimer, Sr. by Don & Alby Peters 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 17 
9:00 AM 

+Susie Dolle by Matt & Janie Street Family 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18 

9:00 AM  
+Walter Manske by His Family 
 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 19 

9:00 AM 
+Ed Venhaus by Lawrence Schmucker 
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 20 
9:00 AM 
+David Owen Day by Robert & Rondelle Parker 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 21 

5:00 PM 
Special Intention of Tom & Sandy Riney 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Paul Parise by Lloyd & Della Venhaus 
 
11:15 AM 

+Maria Garcia by Garcia Family 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
 

*RE registration for the 2021-2022 RE registration year is 
OPEN!   
Returning families, use this link:  
https://amarillo.church/re-returning-family 
 
New families, use this link:  
https://amarillo.church/re-new-family 
 

Parent meeting for 1st Reconciliation/Communion Year II  
on August 22 from 10-11 a.m. 

 
Parent meeting for Confirmation II families  

on August 29 from 10-11 a.m. 
 
*RE registration will CLOSE on August 25 to allow for the RE 
office to ready everything for the first Sunday of class on 
September 12! 
 
*Our next safe environment training is August 25 at 6:30 p.m. 
Please check www.virtus.org for additional dates. Adults needing 
to be trained must now register online in advance of the  
scheduled training. To register go to www.virtus.org and follow  
the instructions. From that site you will be able to register for any 
session offered in the diocese.  If you have questions, please call 
Ann Lueb at the parish office. 

 
RCIA NEWS 

*Mark your calendars for August 29! If you or someone you know 
is interested in the Catholic faith or in completing their sacraments 
(18 and older), call the RE office about the formation process for 
RCIA!  

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE POWER HOUR 
 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month, 12:00 PM 

beginning  September 8 

Adoration Chapel 
Experience the power of silence.  The Contemplative  

Power Hour is divided into 3 segments of silent prayer. 
 

 “Be still and know that I am God”   Psalm 46:10 

20 minutes of Centering (Contemplative) Prayer:  
Contemplative Prayer is a method of silent prayer that 
prepares us to receive the gift of contemplative pray-
er, prayer in which we experience God’s presence 
within us, closer that breathing, closer than thinking, 
closer than consciousness itself.  

20 minutes of Lectio Divina:  Lectio Divina, literally 
meaning “divine reading,” is an ancient practice of 
praying the scriptures.  During Lectio Divina, the prac-
titioner listens to the text of the Bible with the “ear of 
the heart,” as if he or she is in conversation with God, 
and God is suggesting the topics for discussion.  The 
method of Lectio Divina includes moments of reading 
(lectio), reflecting on (meditation), responding to 
(oratio) and resting in (contemplation) the Word of 
God with the aim of nourishing and deepening one’s 
relationship with the Divine 

20 minutes of Adoration:  Adoration is a time of qui-
et prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  This time 
can be spent praying the rosary,  journaling, praying 
silently, or any way you wish. 

ALL  ARE WELCOME! 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
New youth calendars are now available on our website for the 
upcoming 2021 - 2022 school year.  High School S.T.A.Y. will 
begin September 8, and Middle School S.T.A.Y. and F.A.S.T. 
will begin September 26.   
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone this year! 
 
Andrew Neighbors 
Youth Director 
neighborspatriot@gmail.com 

A Short School Prayer 

St. Thomas Youth 

 
For more information, contact Dayamín Winchester at 

dwinchester@amarillo.church, or 358-2461, ext. 107 

 

 
Almighty God, we give you our school.  

We give you all the teachers and staff who work here,  

We give you all the children who study here.  

We pray our school would be place of great discovery,  

adventure and creativity.  

May it be a place where we love to learn  

and where we learn to love.  

A place where every one is respected  

and all are deeply valued.  

We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

www.lords-prayer-words.com 

https://amarillo.church/re-returning-family
https://amarillo.church/re-new-family
http://www.virtus.org
mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church
https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/family/back_to_school_prayer.html
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