
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time                    October 17, 2021  

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times 
  Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

   Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

   Monday thru Friday:  9:00 AM 

   Holy Days: (to be announced) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

   Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
   
 “What do you wish me to do for you?” Whether we realize it, this is a 

question God is always asking. It’s an important question because 

the answer we provide will reveal a great deal about where our 

hearts lie. Our requests of God can often appear very noble and 

altruistic. They consist of requests for healing for someone in need of 

prayers, successful resolution of a personal conflict, assistance in 

overcoming a disease and myriad other desires for both ourselves 

and others. We are especially concerned about those we love and 

can easily find ourselves bringing their struggles to God for a hearing 

in our prayer. 
 
   Is that really all that prayer is about? The woman in today’s Gospel, 

having been put in her place by Jesus, was only looking out for the 

wellbeing of her sons. She was doing what mothers do, protecting 

and securing the livelihood of her children. But she was sadly mis-

taken, her request was not granted. We all make this same  

misguided mistake from time to time. The goal of prayer is not to 

convince God of the worthiness of our agenda or to gain a hearing. 

Sometimes we believe that the more we multiply our prayers or  

discover the right combination of supplications that we will receive 

more of God’s attention. That’s not how it works. Even though God 

desires to hear, know, and be an intimate part of what is on our 

minds, it goes much deeper. 
 
   What we need from God is a relationship. It’s a relationship that 

guides and immerses us in the very stuff of life and in the direction  

of the Gospel. This relationship sees God’s kingdom and agenda, 

not our own, as what is most important. It builds the strength of  

character necessary to bring God’s Gospel into a world that may 

not receive it with open arms. It may cause us discomfort and  

suffering. We are asked to heroically journey with God through  

suffering, hardship, ridicule, and even death! Ultimately, our desire 

from God must become our desire for God. It is only when this  

happens that the powerful words “thy will be done” will be found 

with sincerity and humility on our lips. Whatever God wishes  

becomes what we wish as we see this glorious union of wills. Our 

humble lives will then become powerful witnesses, and what  

happens to us in God’s eternal kingdom the result of his mercy.  

We become true servants and find ourselves discovering God’s  

definition of success. That definition has nothing at all to do with  

status, income, or privilege.   
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“For the son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
~MARK 10:45 
 
 

If you held a mirror up to your life, would it reflect 
God’s love and mercy?  If you are struggling 
with this, try changing your attitude from “I want more” to “thank 
you God for everything you have given to me, I have enough to 
share.”  This change in perspective will bring you joy through  
service to others.  Pray daily to become less self-centered and  
to become more God-centered. 
 
~archstl.org 

 Daily Scripture Readings 

 
 
Sunday, October 17:  

   Is 53-10-11/Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-45                                  

Monday, October 18: 

   2 Tm 4:10-1/Lk 10:1-9    

Tuesday, October 19:  

   Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21/Lk 12:35-38        
Wednesday, October 20:  

   Rom 6:12-18/Lk 12:39-48       

Thursday, October 21:    

   Rom 6:19-23/Lk 12:49-53           

Friday, October 22:   

   Rom 7:18-25a/Lk 12:54-59         

Saturday, October 23:   

    Jer 31:7-9/Heb 5:1-6/Mk 10:46-52        

Sunday, October 24:  

   Jer 31:7-9/Heb 5:1-6/Mk 10:46-52           

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Betty  

Cutting, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn 

Mercer, John (Jack) Hoben,  Richard Herbsleb, James 

Rhodes, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Margaret Herring, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, 

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine 

Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, 

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley  

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  

Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, 

Marissa Kruckeberg 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson, Cody Keesee, Justin  

Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah  

Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Jacob Tumbleson,  

Kayden Guzman 

Altar Flowers 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

The Stich Family 

in loving memory of  

Paul Stich 

Stewardship 

Catholic Question 

 

Psychics and Mediums  
 

Question: 

Are Catholics allowed to visit psychics? 

Why or why not?  
 

Answer:  
It’s part of human nature to experience some sense of  

unease and fear about the future. This can lead some  

people to seek out the services of psychics or consult  

horoscopes or turn to other occult practices or resources 

(e.g. Ouija boards or tarot cards). The Catechism of the 

Catholic Church is very clear that Catholics should avoid 

such practices: “Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm 

reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena  

of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a 

desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, 

other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden  

powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear 

that we owe to God alone” (no. 2116).  
 
Despite the uncertainties we might feel, we are called to 

have faith and trust in God, confident of God’s desire for 

what is best for us. This means that we are called to  

surrender, to pray and to reflect on how we can best  

move into the future in hope, knowing that God is with us. 
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Annual Red Mass 

 
The 10th Annual Red Mass will be celebrated at 6:30 p.m., on 
Tues., Oct. 19, 2021, at St. Mary’s Catholic Cathedral with 
Bishop Patrick J. Zurek as celebrant.   Following Mass, the  
Honorable Eva M. Guzman, former member of the Texas  
Supreme Court, will be the keynote speaker.  A reception with 
heavy hors d’oeuvres and cocktails will follow in the Monsignor 
Smyer Reception Room. Judges, lawyers, public officials, law  
faculty members and the community are invited to the Mass and 
reception. 

Harvest of Blessings Gala 2021 

 
School Sisters of St. Francis will be hosting their annual gala on 
Fri., Nov. 19, at the Chateau Event & Wedding Venue, 22001 
S. Eastern, Canyon, TX.  A $100 donation includes dinner &  
dancing for two, one raffle entry (winner need not be present to 
win.)  Beverages and Silent  Auction will be gin at 6:00 p.m., and  
a Smoked Rib/Sirloin Dinner will be served from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
There will be fabulous homemade desserts, Calcutta Boards and 
lots of fun!  For information or tickets call 806-537-3182, Ext. 6, or 
visit www.panhandlefranciscans.org/gala. 



    

 

 

Sacrament Information Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

 
If you are new parents and/or first- 
time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  Please  
call the parish office, 358-2461,  
to register for the next scheduled 
class. 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy Cross Country and 
Volleyball athletes are both finishing up their seasons 
strong! 
 

Middle School Cross Country team will have a district meet in 
Lubbock on 10/21 and the Varsity team will participate in the state 
meet in Waco on 11/01. 
 
Middle School volleyball will play their last home game at the Holy 
Cross Event Center on 10/18 and the Varsity team has three 
home games on 10/18, 10/22 and a district game on 10/30.  
  

Come out to the Holy Cross Event Center  
to cheer on the Mustangs!  

Everyday Stewardship 

Perpetual Adoration 
 

Adoration to re-start this Fall pending filling the  
majority of the below open hours and substitutes. 

 
                      - - - - AM- - - -                             - - - PM - - - - 
Sunday       3a    4a    7a    11a                              12p           
Monday                       2a                 
Thursday   12a    1a    9a                                         3p 
Friday                1a    2a    3a    8a            
Saturday                                                                   5p    7p     
 
          
Substitutes  urgently needed for midnight thru 8am. 
 
To take an hour or volunteer to substitute text Simon @ 570-9776 
and give your name, number, day and hour, am/pm. 

 
The St. Thomas Prayer Shawl Ministry is meeting each Tues. 
afternoon, at 2:00 p.m., in the parlor.  If you enjoy knitting 
and/or crocheting, you are welcome to join this very worthwhile 
ministry.  If you can’t join us in person but want to knit or crochet, 
call Pat Wilcox at 806-681-2275.  We will supply the yarn. 

St. Thomas Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Please consider volunteering your time to help with our Hunger 
Project.  Starting this month, CCTXP will begin distributing food on 
Wed. from 5:00 -7:00 p.m., to those clients requesting evening 
hours.  If you would like to help, please contact Maribel Burton at 
806-376-4571, ext. 282 or Joyce Knight at 806-376-4571, Ext. 
250,  or go to www.cctxp.org/volunteer-application and fill out an 
application.  If you have a youth group who would like to help, we 
would love to have them, or consider getting a group of your 
friends together to help on Wed. evenings.  Thank for your  
consideration of this worthwhile and rewarding service. 

Catholic Charities Hunger Project 

 
A SECOND COLLECTION   will be taken at all liturgies next 
weekend, Oct. 23/24, for World Missions.  You may either place it 
in the collection basket, mail it to the church or schedule it 
on line.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.   

 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

What’s in it for me? 
 
I think we’ve all been guilty of looking at a situation and 

wondering what’s in it for us. It doesn’t matter if it’s a  

particular work assignment, someone at the parish asking  

for help with the mission trip bake sale, or your spouse  

asking if you’ll take over the grocery shopping this week. 

Often, our first reaction to one of these requests is a heavy 

sigh and the thought: “If I do this, what will I get?” 
 
Sometimes it surprises us to realize that the Apostles were  

no different. We tend to idolize these contemporaries of 

Christ as giants who walked with the Savior. But in reality, 

these individuals were merely human beings struggling to 

commit to the task of everyday stewardship.  
 
In the Gospels, we see glimpses of them longing for praise 

and affirmation. We see them jockeying for positions of  

power within the group of twelve. We see them expect 

earthly rewards like honor and admiration. We see them  

acting a lot like us. 
 
But in the end, we see them transformed by the grace of 

God. Like all the saints, their holiness stems from their  

commitment to their call. They stumble through, and as  

they stumble, they keep trusting God. They keep turning  

to Him. They keep asking for help. They don’t give up just 

because they keep failing at it.  
 
We are defined by what we give when we have no hope  

of being reimbursed, rewarded, or recognized. The Apostles 

understood this, eventually, and they gave accordingly. 

Most of them gave their very lives.  
 
Remember, they’re just like us. If they can do it, we can too. 
 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Second Collection 

 
ATTENTION  ALL LITURGICAL MINISTERS!  If you are 
currently a trained minister and no longer wish to serve  
in a particular ministry, please call the Parish Office and 
have your name removed from the appropriate list.  If you 
are a trained lector and wish to continue to serve in that  
ministry, please come by the parish office and pick up a 
new lector workbook for the upcoming liturgical year 
(Year C) which begins Nov. 28, 2021, the First Sunday of 
Advent.  Thank you and God bless. 

https://www.cctxp.org/volunteer-application/


ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18 

9:00 AM 
+LaRuth Haverfield by Cathy Dresser 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19 

9:00 AM 

Intention of Shirley Mager by Marlene Casasanta 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20 

9:00 AM  

+Ed Venhaus by Don & Betty Mae Acker 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21 

9:00 AM 

Intention of Anne Stich by Pat Stich 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22 

9:00 AM 

+Pat Weinheimer, Sr. by Sonny & Barbara Carlson 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23 

5:00 PM 

+Barbara Fowlkes by Mary Britten 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 

+Jack Turner by Joel & Madonna Hogue 

11:15 AM 

+Mabel Caldwell by Tom & Margie Campbell 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
 

*ATTENTION: we need more safe trained adults to fill in as sub-
stitutes for our religious education classes. Please help!! 
 
*If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to find a date that works for your 
schedule You must pre-register. From that site you will be able to 
register for any session offered in the diocese.  If you have ques-
tions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
  

 
*We are nearing the end of our 1st stage of RCIA: the  
PreCatechumenate. If you or someone you know is interested in 
the Catholic faith or in completing their sacraments (18 and older), 
call the RE office about the formation process for RCIA!  
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 
 

 

 

THE TURNING POINT is  a nine-session program. This 
study will introduce you to people and stories in the Gospel 
of John that you won’t find anywhere else in the Bible.  Join 
us on Sundays at 10:05 a.m. in the Upper Room.  Cost 
of workbook $10. 

WISDOM an eight-week program.  In this study, Jeff 
Cavins and Thomas Smith examine biblical wisdom as it 
relates to daily life. Join us on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Upper Room (North Wing).  Cost of workbook $15. 

VIRTUAL CLASS on Mondays at 10:00 a.m.  Class will 
start on Monday, Oct. 18 – Nov. 29.  For more details 
contact Dayamín Winchester. 

 
For more information, contact Dayamín Winchester 

 at dwinchester@amarillo.church  
or 358-2461, ext. 107. 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
 

STAY programs are underway and going great!  If you have 

any questions about our monthly gatherings for 4th - 8th or our 

weekly gatherings for 9th - 12th, email Andrew at   

neighborspatriot@gmail.com 

Stay Informed 

St. Thomas Youth 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE POWER HOUR 

October 13 & 27 at 12:00 PM 

Adoration Chapel 

“Be still and know that I am God” Psalm 46:10 

20 minutes of Centering (Contemplative) Prayer  
 

20 minutes of Lectio Divina 
 

20 minutes of Adoration 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

 
 

                      
                     NEED MORE INFORMATION  
                           ABOUT ST. THOMAS? 

  
  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 

Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound,  

sick & can’t make it to Mass?  GO to the website and check 
out Mass every weekend streamed  

LIVE at 11:15 a.m.,  on Sunday mornings!   
Broadcast begins at 11:00 a.m.  

  
 
St. John Paul II was born Karol Wojtyla in 
the small Polish town of Wadowice. During 
World War II, when the Nazis invaded  
Poland, Karol secretly studied for the  
priesthood in an underground seminary.  
He was ordained to the priesthood in 1946, 
appointed Archbishop of Krakow in 1964, 
and three years later he was made a  
cardinal. In 1978, he was elected the 264th 
pope, where he took the name John Paul II.  
 
St. John Paul II made evangelization a key 
part of his papacy and made pastoral visits 
to all parts of the world. In 1981, he was shot twice in an  
assassination attempt. Following Jesus’ example of  
compassion, he later met with his would-be assassin in  
his prison cell, where he forgave him for what he had done. 
 
St. John Paul II was well-known to be an active sportsman 
throughout his life, hiking and skiing well into his 60s. In 
1992, his health began to decline, and it was later discovered 
that he suffered from Parkinson’s disease, a degenerative 
disorder of the central nervous system.  
 
Near the end of his papacy, it became difficult for him to 
speak, and his poor health and physical suffering made  
public appearances difficult. Still, he continued his pastoral 
work. He died April 2, 2005, and he was declared blessed on 
May 1, 2011. He became a saint on April 27, 2014. 
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St. John Paul II, Pope -  Oct. 22 

http://www.virtus.org
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