
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time                               October 24, 2021  

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times 
  Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

   Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

   Monday thru Friday:  9:00 AM 

   Holy Days: (to be announced) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

   Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
   

When we see God with true sincerity of heart and God passes us 

along our way, it is only then that we will be able to cry out, “Jesus, 

son of David, have pity on me!” We have to truly want to be healed 

by, and in union with, God in order for us to reach out to him. If God 

is only an abstract idea, theory, or someone found in the pages of a 

book, there is no motivation for a relationship and no desire to seek 

him. God needs to be real in order for faith to be real. It’s all about 

the journey. 

 

St. Augustine reminds us that “to fall in love with God is the greatest 

romance; to seek Him the greatest adventure; to find Him the  

greatest human achievement.” We strive after many things and  

mercy is not always one of them. We think that we can find fulfill-

ment and healing in other things only to discover that we are still 

short and empty. From the moment human beings were created, 

God has been calling us and seeking us. He has been walking right 

beside the human story from the minute He first breathed life into  

the first human soul. Are we able to recognize God as He walks with 

us? At some point we have to realize that there is only one way to 

satisfy the deepest longings of the human heart and that is in  

relationship with our Creator. We are called to this. However, we 

make the huge error of thinking that what we are hearing is coming 

from somewhere else. We become confused. Every human being 

would certainly profit with wisdom if they realized Who calls them 

and to Whom they belong. 

 

Then and only then will we realize that it is only our Divine Master 

who can give us true vision and heal us. Once we recognize and 

reach out for the merciful presence of our loving Maker, we will be 

able to see with our soul, understanding the true nature and depth  

of all things. God’s mercy is always available. It doesn’t matter how 

far we have strayed or how blind we become, God patiently waits  

to console us, guide us and heal us. All we need to do is desire Him. 

Once we reach out, we also realize that there is no greater love to 

be found than God’s, no human adventure that comes even close 

to the thrill of a spiritual search, and no human achievement even 

remotely as satisfying as union with Him. This is where we belong. 

This is salvation.   
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And Jesus said to him, ‘Go your way; your faith has 
made you well.’  And immediately he received his 
sight and followed him on the way.”  ~MARK 10:52 
 

Faith is believing in something even though you 
may not be able to physically see it.  Many  
people think that miracles don’t happen  
anymore.  This is hard, but try to focus on the positive and not the 
negative things in your life.  When you focus on your blessings 
instead of your hardships, miracles will seem common.  You will 
see God’s active presence in your daily life.  You will begin to  
develop an attitude of gratitude. 
 
~archstl.org 

 Daily Scripture Readings 

 
 
Sunday, October 24:  

   Jer 31:7-9/Heb 5:1-6/Mk 10:46-52                                           

Monday, October 25: 

    Rom 8:12-17/Lk 13:10-17   

Tuesday, October 26:  

    Rom 8:18-25/Lk 13:18-21    
Wednesday, October 27:  

    Rom 8:26-30/Lk  13:22-30     

Thursday, October 28:    

   Eph 2:19-22/Lk 6:12-16           

Friday, October 29:   

   Rom 9:1-5/Lk 14:1-6         

Saturday, October 30:   

   Dt 6:2-6/Heb 7:23-28/Mk 12:28b-34         

Sunday, October 31:  

  Dt 6:2-6/Heb 7:23-28/Mk 12:28b-34         

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Betty  

Cutting, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn 

Mercer, John (Jack) Hoben,  Richard Herbsleb, James 

Rhodes, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Margaret Herring, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, 

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine 

Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, 

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley  

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  

Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, 

Marissa Kruckeberg 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson, Cody Keesee, Justin  

Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah  

Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Jacob Tumbleson,  

Kayden Guzman 

Altar Flowers 

 
The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

The Pope Family 

in loving memory of  

Joy Pope 

Stewardship 

Catholic Question 

 

Communion & Mortal Sin 

 
 

Question:  

I have a friend who receives communion, 

but who I know for a fact is in a state of 

mortal sin. Should I tell our priest? Is it my responsibility to say 

something?  
 

Answer:  
While we may always want to do what is best for our friends 

and family members, we have a responsibility to respect 

their privacy and their conscience. In its reflections on the 

Eighth Commandment (“You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor”), the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church states, “Respect for the reputation of persons forbids 

every attitude and word likely to cause them unjust injury. 

[One] becomes guilt: -of rash judgment who, even tacitly, 

assumes as true, without sufficient foundation, the moral fault 

of a neighbor; -of detraction who, without objectively valid 

reason, discloses another’s faults and failings to persons who 

do not know them; of calumny who, by remarks contrary to 

the truth, harms the reputation of others and gives occasion 

for false judgments concerning them” (no. 2477).  

We will never truly know what is in a person’s mind, heart, 

and soul; only God knows those things. We should, of course, 

take our concerns to God and entrust the person about 

whom we are concerned to God’s grace and mercy. If we 

have concerns about the spiritual wellbeing of someone with 

whom we are close, we should go to the person themselves 

and talk about our fears and concerns. Unless it is a case of 

abuse or endangerment (which we have a moral and even 

legal responsibility to report to the appropriate authorities), 

we ultimately do not have the freedom to share another’s 

persons faults or sins, however good we think our intentions 

might be. 
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If you are currently a trained minister and no longer wish 

to serve in a particular ministry, please call the Parish 

Office and have your name removed from the appropriate 

list.  If you are a trained lector and wish to continue to 

serve in that ministry, please come by the parish office 

and pick up a new lector workbook for the upcoming  

liturgical year (Year C) which begins Nov. 28, 2021, the 

First Sunday of Advent.  Thank you and God bless. 

Attention All Liturgical Ministers 



    

 

 

Sacrament Information Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

 
If you are new parents and/or first- 
time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  Please  
call the parish office, 358-2461,  
to register for the next scheduled 
class. 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy announces the  
beginning of basketball season!   
 
The students began practicing the week of 10/18 and 
games will begin on 11/09/21.  

 
Check the school website for the complete schedule and come 
out to support the Mustang basketball athletes! 
 
Save the date for the Homecoming game on 11/12/21.  The 
Homecoming Court will be announced at the pep rally that day 
and Homecoming King/Queen will be announced between the 
girls and boys games.   
 

Go Mustangs! 

Everyday Stewardship 

Perpetual Adoration 

 
Adoration to re-start this Fall pending filling the  

majority of the below open hours and substitutes. 
 

                      - - - - AM- - - -                             - - - PM - - - - 
Sunday       3a    4a    7a    11a                              12p           
Monday                       2a                 
Thursday   12a    1a    9a                                         3p 
Friday                1a    2a    3a    8a            
Saturday                                                                   5p    7p     
 
          
Substitutes  urgently needed for midnight thru 8am. 
 
To take an hour or volunteer to substitute text Simon @ 570-9776 
and give your name, number, day and hour, am/pm. 

Catholic Charities  

 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

Giving as God does 
 
Ask yourself this question — what would you pray for if you 

really believed God could and would do anything for you? 

In my experience, we all have something. We all have that 

miracle we’re afraid to request, afraid we will be  

disappointed.  
 
Do we doubt God’s readiness to give because we ourselves 

have such an imperfect understanding of charity and love? 

Maybe if we had better faith in God we would be more 

ready to give of ourselves — and maybe if we were more 

ready to give of ourselves, we would understand more  

clearly the ways of God.  
 
Because we’re not really afraid that God can’t do  

something. We know He can do anything. What we’re  

afraid of is that He will do what He always does: give us  

what we need, not what we want. 
 
Have you ever had a friend in need and you just wanted to 

give them something — a meal, a phone call, a text? Not 

because you knew it would help, but simply because you 

wanted to reach out. And have they ever said to you: It was-

n’t so much what you gave, but the fact that you did. You 

gave them what they needed even if it wasn’t what they 

specifically asked for.  
 
When we give in this manner, we are giving as God does. 

Sometimes we are afraid to ask because we don’t want to 

be disappointed. But remember, the blind man on the road 

got what he asked for, but he would have gotten what he 

needed even if his answer had been the opposite. God’s 

generosity is always reckless, and it’s always perfect. 
 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Harvest of Blessings Gala 2021 

 
School Sisters of St. Francis will be hosting their annual gala on 
Fri., Nov. 19, at the Chateau Event & Wedding Venue, 22001 
S. Eastern, Canyon, TX.  A $100 donation includes dinner &  
dancing for two, one raffle entry (winner need not be present to 
win.)  Beverages and Silent  Auction will be gin at 6:00 p.m., and  
a Smoked Rib/Sirloin Dinner will be served from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
There will be fabulous homemade desserts, Calcutta Boards and 
lots of fun!  For information or tickets call 806-537-3182, Ext. 6, or 
visit www.panhandlefranciscans.org/gala. 

Catholic Charities’ Red Carpet Open House 
Giving Thanks! 

Please Join Us for this milestone in history! 
The Grand  Opening of our new  

Program and Administration Building and Food Pantry 

Nov. 4,  
5:30 to 7:30 

Ribbon Cuttings 
Appetizers 

Soft Drinks, Beer, Wine 
 Casual Attire 

2004 N. Spring 

  
Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 

Changes in Daily Mass Times 

  
BEGINNING NOV. 1, DAILY MASS 

WILL BE CELEBRATED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

MON. & TUES., 6:00 P.M. 
 

WED., THURS., & FRI., 7:00 A.M. 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25 

9:00 AM 
+Joseph Campbell by Tom & Margie Campbell 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26 

9:00 AM 

+Pauline Guerrero by Marlene Casasanta 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27 

9:00 AM  

+Mike & Kay Kubina by Wayne & Janice Hancock 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28 

9:00 AM 

Int. of Rafael Hernandez by George & Rebecca Moreno  
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29 

9:00 AM 

Int. of Maureen Mack by Pat Stich 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30 

5:00 PM 

+Barbara Fowlkes by Ralph Britten Family 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 

+Steve Chontos by Pat Wilcox 

11:15 AM 

+Frank Brooks by Bunnie Brooks 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
 

*Upcoming Parent Sacramental Sessions: 
 
Reconciliation/1st Communion Year I: 
Either Wed. Oct. 20 from 7-7:30 p.m. location TBD OR  
Sunday, Oct. 24 from 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the hall 
 
Confirmation I: 
Either Sunday, Oct. 24 from 4-5:15 p.m. in the hall OR 
Wed. Oct. 27 from 7-8:15 p.m. in the hall 
 
RCIC I families: will be contacted to set up individual or small 
group times to meet with DRE 
 
Our next religious education break will be Wed., Nov. 24 and 
Sun., Nov. 28. 
 
*If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to find a date that works for your 
schedule You must pre-register. From that site you will be able  
to register for any session offered in the diocese.  If you have 
questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
  

 
*We are nearing the end of our 1st stage of RCIA: the  
PreCatechumenate. If you or someone you know is interested in 
the Catholic faith or in completing their sacraments (18 and older), 
call the RE office about the formation process for RCIA!  
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 
Daily Prayer This Week 

 
Please, Lord, anything but humility! Our instinctive 
reaction to humility might be the result of a culture 
that exalts riches, honors and pride. Yet all this week 
Jesus teaches that the way to salvation is through hu-
mility. 
 
The first step might be simply asking for the desire to 
be humble. As we move through the simplest of mo-
ments in our everyday lives, we can stop and ask God 
to help us want to be humble. Perhaps I can stop my-
self from correcting my spouse.  In a disagreement, I 
might make an extra effort to listen to the other per-
son’s side rather than planning my rebuttal as they 
speak.  I can let a person in line in front of me, hold 
the door for someone or make an extra effort to recog-
nize and thank those who serve me.  Maybe I can even 
admit that I may not  understand the opinions of others 
and that there may be some legitimate points to them.  
Even these tiny gestures, when done in the spirit of 
Jesus’ teachings this week, offer us a special grace. 
 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
 

STAY programs are underway and going great!  If you have 

any questions about our monthly gatherings for 4th - 8th or our 

weekly gatherings for 9th - 12th, email Andrew at   

neighborspatriot@gmail.com 

Stay Informed 

St. Thomas Youth 

 
                       

                     NEED MORE INFORMATION  
                           ABOUT ST. THOMAS? 

  
  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 

Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound,  

sick & can’t make it to Mass?  GO to the website and check 
out Mass every weekend streamed  

LIVE at 11:15 a.m.,  on Sunday mornings!   
Broadcast begins at 11:00 a.m.  

  
Let us ask God’s blessing on those men and 

women from other countries who are in our 

midst as priests, brothers, and sisters. And 

when we pray, let us also ask God to change 

our hearts so that we will again produce a 

society that brings forth more vocations. 
 
Let us pray... 
 
God of every nation, 

you commissioned us at Pentecost 

to go and make disciples of all nations. 

When we take up your commission, 

we become missionaries of your Gospel. 

Bless all missionaries in our communities 

with your love that surpasses all understanding. 

Change our hearts so that we become 

the missionaries you expect us to be. 

We ask this through Jesus, 

the first missionary of your Gospel. 

Amen. 
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Blessing of Missionaries 

       
        CONTEMPLATIVE POWER HOUR 

October 27 at 12:00 PM 
 Adoration Chapel 

  
 “Be still and know that I am God”  Psalm 46:10 

 
20 minutes of Centering (Contemplative) Prayer  

 

20 minutes of Lectio Divina 
 

20 minutes of Adoration 
 

ALL  ARE WELCOME! 

http://www.virtus.org
mailto:neighborspatriot@gmail.com
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