
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                          November 14, 2021  

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

  Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

  Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

  Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

  Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

  Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
  Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

  Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 

   “And then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in the clouds’ with 

great power and glory.” Take a moment to ponder these words  

from today’s Gospel. How does this image make you feel? For  

people to truly understand the significance of this message, some-

thing profound has to happen within. If we find ourselves reacting 

with a sense of dread or fear, we have to step back and ask why. 

Our answer will reveal a great deal about our relationship with God. 

It’s hard to fall in love with a God of whom we are afraid. God does 

not want us to be afraid. Nor does He want us to align our wills to His 

in order to avoid some kind of horrendous eternal consequence. 

That sounds like too much of a superficial power play on the part of 

God who continues to seek out His children in love. 

 

   In order for these words to carry any type of significant meaning 

for us, they have to resonate with and touch us on a deeper level. 

They have to be able to connect some dots and have meaning for 

us in order for this promise to change our lives. Sometimes we get  

preoccupied with the uncertainty of our deaths. Not knowing when 

or how we will eventually die can be unsettling. But, more so than 

needing an answer to the “when” of death, the “what” of death an-

swer we provide has more significance. What happens to us when 

we die? Whether we die during the natural course of our lives or 

when Christ comes again, the experience is the same. If we believe 

that we are meant to live in union with God eternally and that death 

completes and does not diminish us, then it is worth our time and 

effort to wait in vigilant hope of the Lord’s coming in glory. Our  

journey back to God is something beautiful to be desired, not 

dreaded or feared. 

 

   Sadly, many folks believe that life is no more than a random  

occurrence without any purposeful direction or meaning. Death is 

simply death and nothing more. For them, the Second Coming of 

Christ and God’s eternal promise have no meaning. When we  

understand the truth about who we are, it changes things up. We 

then can see ourselves as works in progress who have the choice  

to either resist the inspirations of the Divine Artist or give into the 

wonderful creativity of His will. Life awaiting the fullness of Christ to 

come becomes an unfolding of Divine surprises and abundant joy. 

God is eternally merciful, forgiving, and welcoming. It is only when 

we directly reject this gift and turn our backs on Love itself that we 

have anything to fear. 
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“And then they will see the ‘Son of Man coming in the 
clouds’ with great power and glory.”  ~MARK 13:26 
 

 
We will all have that day when we are standing 
before God and our life is played out like a  
movie.  When this happens and God asks each 
of us, “What have you done with the gifts that I have given you?”  
How will you respond?  The good news -  it’s never too late to live 
a grateful and generous lifestyle. 
 
~archstl.org 

 Daily Scripture Readings 

 
Sunday, November 14:  

   Dn 12:1-3/Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-32                                                                    

Monday, November 15: 

   1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Lk 18:35-43       

Tuesday, November 16:  

   2 Mc 6:18-31/Lk 19:1-10     
Wednesday, November 17:  

   2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Lk 19:11-28         

Thursday, November 18:    

   1 Mc 2:15-29/Lk 19:41-44              

Friday, November 19:   

   1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/Lk 19:45-48            

Saturday, November 20:   

   Dn 7:13-14/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37  

Sunday, November 21:  

  Dn 7:13-14/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37  

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Betty  

Cutting, Judy Allen,  Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn 

Mercer, John (Jack) Hoben,  Richard Herbsleb, James 

Rhodes, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim 

Zinsmeyer,  Margaret Herring, Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, 

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine 

Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, 

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley  

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  

Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, 

Marissa Kruckeberg, Kevin Ebenkamp, Shirley Kuriyama 

 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson, Cody Keesee, Justin  

Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah  

Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Jacob Tumbleson,  

Kayden Guzman 

A Loving Tribute 

Stewardship 

 
A SECOND COLLECTION  will be taken at all liturgies next  
weekend, Nov. 20/21, for Campaign for Human Development.  
You may either place it in the collection basket, mail it to the 
church or schedule it on line.  Thank you in advance for your 
generosity.   

Second Collection 

 
  

The Fresh Flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Gary Rider & Family 

in loving memory of  

Theresa Rider 

Perpetual Adoration 

 
Current open Hours  
            --------AM---------    -------PM-------- 
Sunday        3a   4a  7a  11a       12p                
Monday        2a    
Saturday                              5p  7p           
 
All adorers and substitutes are required to attend any one of 
the below orientation dates.  The meeting will include a series 
of important items including training on the new adoration 
software system. 
 
Sat  Nov 13   10:00 am Sun  Nov 14   10:00 am 
Mon  Nov 15    7:00 pm Thr  Nov 18    10:00 am  
Sun  Nov 21   10:00 am Mon  Nov 22    7:00 pm  
 
Perpetual Adoration start date and time will be Sun., Nov. 28, 
at 1:00 pm.  Thank you all for your faithful support. 

 
St. Thomas Parish is in need of Communion Ministers who would 
be willing to take Communion to those who are sick and/or home-
bound.  If you would be interested in helping, please call the the 
church,  806-358-2461, Ext. 107.  Thank you in advance for 
your participation. 

Communion Ministers for Sick & Homebound 

 
The new lector workbooks for Year C are available in the  
Parish Office.  If you are a trained lector, there is no charge 
for the workbook.  If you need one held for you to pick up at a  
later date, please call  806-358-2461.  Thank you for your  
participation in this ministry. 

Lector Workbooks 

 
If you are currently a trained Communion Minister, Lector or Usher 
and you NO LONGER WISH TO SERVE in that ministry or just do 
not wish to serve at this time, please call the parish office and 
have your name removed from the appropriate list.  Once the 
monthly schedules are sent out, it becomes difficult to find  
substitutes due to timing and the shortage of ministers.  If you do 
wish to continue to serve but are unable to serve on the date  
assigned, please call ahead of your scheduled time so we can 
arrange for a substitute.  Thank you for your cooperation and to 
those ministers who continue to serve faithfully, God bless you  
abundantly. 

ATTENTION Liturgical Ministers 



  

Sacrament Information Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

 
If you are new parents and/or first- 
time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  Please  
call the parish office, 358-2461,  
to register for the next scheduled 
class. 

 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy Cross Country  
runners participated in the state tournament in Waco, 
Texas on November 1st.   
 

Varsity Boys team got 5th place overall. 
Out of 96 runners: 
Andrew Britten placed 6th 

Rylee Detten-Ramos placed 21st 

Lucas Felker placed 41st 

Elijah Au-Reyes placed 49th 

 
Varsity Girls team got 4th overall and received a state medal. 
Out of 52 runners: 
Madeline Britten placed 15th 

Gabrielle Mitchell placed 32nd 

Rachel Lane placed 33rd 

Joy Eastman placed 35th 

 
Congratulations Mustang runners! 

Everyday Stewardship 

Catholic Question 
 

Sin on the Soul  
 

Question: 

Why do some sacraments leave a character 

or mark on the soul? Don’t all sacraments affect the soul?   
 

Answer:  
All sacraments mediate grace and connect us to Christ  

and to the Church. Some sustain us in our faith journey,  

while others help us heal from the effects of sin. Each one 

offers a share in God’s life, giving us what we need to be 

faithful followers of Jesus. But some sacraments change us  

in ways that are irreversible. The three sacraments that  

leave a character are Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy  

Orders. We are literally different people because of the  

effect of the grace of those sacraments. We are changed  

at the core of our being in such a fundamental way that we 

can not go back to what we once were. 
 
In Baptism, we are freed from original sin, initiated into  

the Body of Christ as adopted sons and daughters. In  

Confirmation, we are given the fullness of God’s Spirit, 

sealed in his grace and gifted with what we need to live a 

Christian life. In Holy Orders, a priest is marked as an ‘alter 

Christus,’ another Christ, and is once and forever a priest 

who offers sacrifice, forgives sin, and acts in the person of 

Christ. In these three sacraments, we are conformed more 

closely to Christ, reflecting his love and truth. 
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RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

 

Giving Until it Hurts 

 

In the time of Christ, sacrifice was nothing new to the Jewish 

people. The Israelites were experts at sacrifice. So, after  

centuries of every kind of offering imaginable, what was so 

special about Christ’s? What made it so different from the 

sacrifices offered by the Levitical priests for centuries before 

his death? 

 

Well, to adequately answer that question would consume 

whole volumes. And, of course, the first and most important 

reason is that Christ was the son of God and the savior of the 

world, not a random (if “unblemished”) lamb offering. It was 

only by the blood of Christ that we could be redeemed. 

 

But another answer is this: Christ’s sacrifice cost him. In fact, 

it cost him everything. The offerings made by the Israelites 

through their priests cost them too, of course. They gave of 

their flocks, of their household stores, of their wealth. But 

Christ gave differently. He gave of himself. He gave until it 

was all gone. 

 

Such is the highest form of stewardship: the gift of self to the 

point of discomfort. It can take a multitude of forms and I am 

not saying we are all called to be nailed to the cross. In fact, 

for most of us, our gifts will not involve physical discomfort  

at all. But certainly, stewardship demands discomfort. It  

demands that we go against our human nature of putting 

ourselves first, of thinking primarily of our own needs and 

desires. And most of all, it demands love. For that, above  

all else, distinguished the gift Christ gave us. 

 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Prayer Chain 
 
Do you know someone in need of special prayers?  The St.  
Thomas Prayer Chain is always taking requests.  If you would be 
interested in joining this worthwhile ministry or if you have a prayer 
chain request, call 358-2461, Ext. 107. 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

6:00 PM 
Intention of Pat Stich by Mary Sweeney 
 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

6:00 PM 

+Eden Mendoza by Ron & Ruben Mendoza Families 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

7:00 AM  
+Agnes Schilling by Anna Kleman 
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

7:00 AM 

+Pauline Guerrero by Marlene Casasanta 
 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

7:00 AM 

+Leona Albracht by Jane Roberts Family 
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

5:00 PM 

Intention of Mary Ann Engler by Pat Stich 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 

+Jim McBride by Tom & Sandy Riney 

11:15 AM 

+Wade Lanum, Jr. by Robert & Rondelle Parker 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
 

*Upcoming Parent Sacramental Sessions: 
 
Jan. 9, 2022—1st Communion II parent session 
OR 
Jan. 12, 2022 
 
Reconciliation Year II kids will have their mini retreat from 1-4 
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 20 at St. Thomas. 
 
RCIC I families: will be contacted to set up individual or small 
group times to meet with DRE 
 
Our next religious education break will be Wed., Nov. 24 and 
Sun., Nov. 28. 
 
*If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to find a date that works for your 
schedule You must pre-register. From that site you will be able  
to register for any session offered in the diocese.  If you have 
questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
 

 
*Please welcome the following people to our Catechumenate: 
Toni Craven 
Abby Hamby 
Bobby Tietz 
Brandon Wright 
 
Please pray for them while they learn about our Catholic faith and 
discern joining us! 
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 
  Daily Prayer This Week 

 
Making changes in our lives and the fear of making 
those changes are both themes in this week's gospels. 
Zacchaeus boldly reforms his life after he allows Jesus 
into it. The servant who is given a gold coin hides it in 
a handkerchief because he is afraid of his master. He 
has a chance to be given responsibilities but his fear 
keeps him from doing anything. 
 
We are often afraid when we consider making a 
change in our lives. We can see habits that are not 
healthy, a benign neglect of those we love and patterns 
that are deeply set in our lives. We may know deep 
down that we want to change them but we don't have 
the confidence to believe we can do it. This week we 
are invited by Jesus to know that while we can't make 
those changes alone, we can, if we allow Jesus to be 
with us in them. 
 
Where do we start? With a small prayer. 
 
Dear Jesus, I ask for your help. Heal my fears. You 
have asked how you can help me and I am afraid to 
answer. I know what changes need to be made in my 
life but it seems overwhelming. Help me to open my 
heart to what you are asking - and to what I know I 
need. Be with me when I don't always know how to 
live in these new patterns and give me the humility to 
keep asking you for help, over and over. Let me feel 
your presence in my life and that will give me the 
strength and courage I need to live my life more faith-
fully. 
 

 

 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

 
 

STAY programs are underway and going great!  If you have 

any questions about our monthly gatherings for 4th - 8th or our 

weekly gatherings for 9th - 12th, email Andrew at   

neighborspatriot@gmail.com 

St. Thomas Youth 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary 

  
Although her life was short, St. Elizabeth of 

Hungary (1207 – 1231) is recognized for 

her love of the poor and suffering, and as 

patroness of Catholic charities and the 

Secular Franciscan Order. The daughter 

of the King of Hungary, she chose a life of 

penance instead of leisure, which made 

an impact on the “commoners” she 

served.   

 

St. Elizabeth married Louis of Thuringia 

when she was 14. Deeply in love, they 

had three children. Despite their wealth, 

she led a life of prayer, sacrifice, and  

service to the poor and sick under the 

spiritual direction of a Franciscan friar.  

 

After six years of marriage, her husband died in the  

Crusades, and St. Elizabeth was grief-stricken. Her husband’s 

family did not look kindly upon her and mistreated her  

before finally throwing her out of the palace. However,  

the return of her husband’s allies from the Crusades resulted 

in her being reinstated, since her son was legal heir to the 

throne.  St. Elizabeth joined the Secular Franciscan Order in 

1228 where she cared for the poor in a hospital she founded 

in honor of St. Francis of Assisi. She died in 1231, but her 

great popularity resulted in her being named a saint only 

four years later. 
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Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 

   THERE WILL BE NO CONTEMPLATIVE      

     POWER HOUR ON NOVEMBER 24 

http://www.virtus.org
mailto:neighborspatriot@gmail.com

	Inside and Flap November 14, 2021
	Flyer November 14, 2021

