
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Third Sunday of Advent                             December 12, 2021  

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

  Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

  Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

  Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

  Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

  Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
  Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

  Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
   

“From silly devotions and sour-faced saints, good Lord, deliver us!" 

~St. Teresa of Avila 

 
We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter is the best medicine.” In many 

ways, it really is. When was the last time you really laughed? The gift 

of imagination allows us to see possible things that are yet to be. 

Imagine a world filled with laughter. We take life too seriously  

sometimes. Fear, uncertainty, pressure, negativity, disappointment, 

and myriad other human experiences can rob us of the joy needed 

for laughter. God never promised us an easy road, and we do have 

to take the course of our lives seriously. However, there is a balance 

to be sought and a possible joy that can be brought even to the 

darkest and most challenging of encounters. 

 

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, “Joy is not found in the material 

objects surrounding us but in the inner recesses of the soul. One can 

possess joy in a prison cell as well as in a palace.” Falling in love 

with God, who is present in all of creation, allows us to bring a depth 

of understanding to everything we do and experience. We can 

more easily see above and beyond things while pursuing the only 

One who can truly satisfy our hearts. When we realize that God, the 

king of Israel, is in our midst and with us, there is no further misfortune 

to fear. We can celebrate the wonder and beauty of God’s gift of 

joy. It is no wonder that many saints radiate joy and have no  

reservations expressing laughter. They are happy because they 

have found a pearl of great price. 

 

We celebrate with joy today with hearts filled with expectation,  

wonder, awe, and beauty as we ready ourselves, even more  

excitedly, for the coming of our Savior. Do not fear and do not be 

discouraged. If you haven’t laughed in a while, why? Something is 

preventing you from expressing the magnificence of your soul and 

the presence of God who dwells within. God’s power and presence 

within us assures us that we are loved and kept in that presence. 

What more is really needed? Rejoice and laugh in the presence of 

God! It really is the best medicine and a most perfect way to  

convince others that God is really with us. “Go ahead, laugh! Live 

your life with joy and serve the Lord with laughter! Joy, with peace,  

is the sister of charity. Serve the Lord with laughter.” (St. Padre Pio of 

Pietrelcina) 
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“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests 
known to God.”  ~PHILIPPIANS 4:6 
 

St. Paul reminds us that God is an abundant 
God -  He is the ultimate giver of gifts.  He  
promises to give us all that we need.   
Remember that we are created in God’s image and likeness.   
We, too, are made to be generous with all of our gifts as well.  
Placing our trust in God frees us from being a slave to  
possessions.  It allows us to gratefully and generously share  
ourselves and our goods with others. 
 
~archstl.org 

 Daily Scripture Readings 

  
Sunday, December 12:  

  Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18                                                                               

Monday, December 13: 

  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27       

Tuesday, December 14:  

  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32            
Wednesday, December 15:  

  Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Lk 7:18b-23                

Thursday, December 16:    

  Is 54:1-10/Lk 7:24-30                   

Friday, December 17:   

  Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17                    

Saturday, December 18:   

   Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45     

Sunday, December 19:  

   Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-4  

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
 

OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 
 

Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, John (Jack) 

Hoben, James Rhodes, Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D.  

Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer,  Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont,  

Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber, Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine  

Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, 

Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, Gerald Lis,  Shirley  

Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana Gomez, Eric Olivas,  

Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas, Glenda Susan Gerber, 

Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, Dana Campbell,  

Cynthia Polanco 

 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson, Cody Keesee, Justin  

Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah  

Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Jacob Tumbleson,  

Kayden Guzman 

Gaudete Sunday 

Stewardship 

 
 
A Joyful Sunday. The Third Sunday of Advent is also known 
as Gaudete Sunday. The word “gaudete” is derived from the Latin 
words “gaudium,” joy, and “gaudeo,” to rejoice or be 
glad. Gaudete Sunday occurs eight to thirteen days before  
Christmas, and the nearness of the feast is reason for great joy. 
 
The Term “Gaudete.” Gaudete is taken from the Entrance  
Antiphon: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, 
the Lord is near” (paraphrase, Phil 4:4-5). Advent is a time of joyful 
expectation and eager preparation for the Solemnity of Christmas. 
 
Multiple Reasons for Joy. There is joy in looking forward to 
the annual celebration of Christmas, but there is also joy in  
recalling the birth of Jesus on the first Christmas. The joy is 
heightened because he was born to save us from our sins (Mt 
1:21b). The joy also extends to anticipation of the Second Coming, 
either at the end of physical life or the end of the world, the time 
when believers will be given the crown of righteousness (2 Tm 
4:8) and a place in the Father’s house (Jn 14:2) to dwell with God 
and his angels and saints for all eternity. 
 
A Joyful Color. Rose represents joy and may be used as the 
liturgical color for Gaudete Sunday. Violet remains the official color 
for the Season of Advent, the Third Sunday included, because all 
of Advent has a penitential tone, a time to be absolved of sin and 
be in the state of grace for Christmas. Gaudete Sunday offers a 
brief respite to focus on the uplifting, upcoming joyful celebration 
of the Nativity. 
 
thecatholicspirit.com 

Catholic Question 

 
Question: 

What is holy water and how do I  

explain the reason that it is placed  

at the entrances of churches to my  

non-Catholic friends? 
  

Answer: 
Holy water is a sacramental, a reminder of the life of the 

Church expressed and celebrated through the sacraments. 

God’s grace is mediated through word and gesture (the  

outward signs). This comes to us through Jesus (instituted  

by Christ) as he entrusts to the Church his saving mission  

(to give grace). In turn the Church, through the sacraments, 

shares that grace and mission with us. 
  
On Ash Wednesday, we receive ashes on our foreheads to 

remind us of our origins, humbly created from the dust. But 

by blessing ourselves with holy water, we are reminded of 

our destiny! We are baptized sons and daughters of God. 

This is also a call to conversion, to live more fully our  

baptismal call to live as disciples of Jesus. We see holy  

water whenever we renew our baptismal promises. This will 

occur during the Easter liturgy as well, reminding us that we 

are indeed on a journey of faith and renewed in Christ.  

Blessing ourselves with holy water reminds us that we are 

baptized into a community faith, and always in need of  

turning from sin and toward God. Holy water is a visible  

sign of our baptism! 
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Sacrament Information Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

 
If you are new parents and/or first- 
time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  Please  
call the parish office, 358-2461,  
to register for the next scheduled 
class. 

 
Attention Holy Cross Catholic Academy Alumni! 
Make plans to attend the Alumni Basketball game! 
Friday, December 17, 2021 at Holy Cross Event 
Center 
 

Schedule includes: 
5:30-7:00 p.m.: 

Chick-fil-A meal for $10 – pre-purchase online or 
limited amount available at the gym 

7:00-7:30 p.m.: 
St. Joseph’s 4th and 5th grade vs. St. Joseph’s staff 

8:00-9:00 p.m.: 
Holy Cross Varsity boys vs. Alumni men and women 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

Perpetual Adoration Open Hours 

 
Below are the current hours available for Adoration: 
 
Sunday:     3:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Monday:    6:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Thursday:  4:00 p.m. 
Saturday:   1:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 
If you have questions or would like to take one of these 
hours, please contact Simon Wright at 806-570-9776.   
Adoration to resume early January, 2022.  Watch for updates 
in the bulletin and by Flocknote.  Thank you for your faithful 
support.   

 

 
Advent Reconciliation 

 
Come celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, 1200 S. Washington St., on Wed., Dec. 15, from  
9:00 a.m., to 9:00 p.m.  Multilingual priests will be available 
throughout the day. 

 
The annual “Walk for Life” is scheduled for Sat., Jan. 22,  
beginning with Mass & Prayer at 10:00 a.m., at St. Mary’s  
Cathedral, 1200 S. Washington.  Penitential Prayer and Walk  
from St. Mary’s to 15th and Taylor begins at approximately 
11:30 a.m.  On-site prayer will be led by area priests, Knights of 
Columbus Councils; all virus protocols will be in effect.  For more 
information, please call 806-414-1059. 

Walk for Life 

“Thank You” 

 

St Thomas Parish Family, 
 
Thank you for the love, cards,  
concern and prayers for Bryan 
Quirk and our family during his  
illness and passing.  During this  
holiday season we have so much  
to be thankful for, including our 
church family! 

 
May the Peace of Christ be with you, 
/s/Dena, Brady & Halee Quirk 

 
CHRISTMAS LITURGY 2021 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE – Fri., Dec.24 
Children's Mass 

Prelude Music:  4:45 p.m. 
Mass:  5:00 p.m. 

Vigil Mass 
Prelude Music:  6:45 p.m. 

Mass:  7:00 p.m. 
Midnight Mass 

Prelude Music:  11:30 p.m. 
Mass:  12:00 Midnight  

 
CHRISTMAS DAY, Sat., Dec. 25 

10:00 a.m. only  
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE – Fri., Dec. 31 
6:00 p.m.  

  
NEW YEAR’S DAY, Sat., Jan. 1, 2022 

10:00 a.m. only 

 
 

Come, long-expected Jesus.  
Excite in me a wonder at the wisdom  
and power of Your Father and ours.  

Receive my prayer as part of my service  
of the Lord who enlists me in God's own work for justice. 

 
Come, long-expected Jesus.  

Excite in me a hunger for peace: peace in the world,  
peace in my home, peace in myself. 

 
Come, long-expected Jesus.  

Excite in me a joy responsive to the Father's joy.  
I seek His will so I can serve with gladness,  

singing and love. 
 

Come, long-expected Jesus.  
Excite in me the joy and love and peace it is  

right to bring to the manger of my Lord.  
Raise in me, too, sober reverence for the  
God who acted there, hearty gratitude for  

the life begun there, and spirited resolution  
to serve the Father and Son. 

 
I pray in the name of Jesus Christ,  

whose advent I hail.  
Amen. 

 
catholic.org/prayers 

Advent Prayer 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #4621 BREAKFAST  is TODAY, 
Sun., Dec. 12.  They will be serving continuously from  
8:00 a.m., to 12:30 p.m., in the Gym.  Adults, $7, Children 10 
and under, $3.  Proceeds benefit seminarians and charities. 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 

6:00 PM 

+Doug Tyler by Joe & Eunice Schilling 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 

6:00 PM 

Int. of Msgr. Joe Bixenman by Dayamin Winchester 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15 

7:00 AM  
+Pat Weinheimer, Sr. by Mary Sweeney 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 

7:00 AM 

+Tessa Gonzalez by Joel & Madonna Hogue 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17 

7:00 AM 

+Ed Venhaus by Kyle & Susan Schacher 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 

5:00 PM 

Int. of John & Deborah Stich by Pat Stich 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 
+Emma Mata by Her Family 

11:15 AM 

Int. of Lee & Kim Reeves by Kathryn Garner 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
 
*We are looking for someone to assist in a  pre-K 3 year old class 
after Christmas break. Please contact Kerry Acker in the RE office 
if interested! 

*Are you passionate about a certain topic of our Catholic faith? 
We are looking for more adults who can lead short 3-4 week top-
ics with some of our high school religious education students after 
Christmas. 
*Upcoming Parent Sacramental Sessions: 
 
Jan. 9, 2022—1st Communion II parent session 
OR 
Jan. 12, 2022 
 
*If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to find a date that works for your 
schedule You must pre-register. From that site you will be able  
to register for any session offered in the diocese.  If you have 
questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Be on the lookout for our catechumens and candidates who are 
wearing St. Benedict crosses while at church! Welcome them 
while they learn more about our Catholic faith. Please keep them 
in prayer! 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 

   adult faith formation night 
 

                      

  

 

 

 

 THE MYSTERY OF THE EUCHARIST 

     DECEMBER 14, 2021 

                                   6:30 – 7:45 PM 

 IN THE PARISH HALL (Entrance D) 

 
PRESENTED BY 

Deacon Darryl Dixon 

 
We will spend some time reflecting on Christ’s Gift of 

himself in the Eucharist and our response to that gift. 

 
Recognize the Sacrifice of Christ, the Real Presence 

of Christ and Communion with Christ and the Church. 

 
ALL  ARE WELCOME! 

                  

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

 

St. Lucy |Feast Day December 13 
 
A name that means “light,” St. Lucy (283 

– 304) is the patron saint of those blind or 

suffering with eye trouble. Not much is 

known about her life, except that she 

was determined to remain a virgin and 

thus refused marriage. History tells the 

story of a frustrated suitor who eventually 

accused St. Lucy of being a Christian (at 

crime at the time), and she was  

executed in Syracuse, Sicily, in the year 

304.  Today, we celebrate a number of 

traditions that incorporate symbolic 

meaning of St. Lucy as the “bearer” of 

light in the darkness of winter. This is particularly seen in 

Scandinavian countries, with their long dark winters. There,  

a young girl dressed in a white dress and a red sash (as the 

symbol of martyrdom) carries palms and wears a crown or 

wreath of candles on her head. In Denmark, Norway and 

Sweden, girls dressed as Lucy carry rolls and cookies in  

procession as songs are sung.  
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        CONTEMPLATIVE POWER HOUR 

December 22 at 12:00 PM 

 Adoration Chapel 
  

“Be still and know that I am God”  Psalm 46:10 

Saint of the Week 

 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH IRS REGULATIONS  all 

contributions are being recorded as of the date they 

are received by the Church.  All contribution to be 

credited for this year, should be received and/or 

dated no later than Dec. 31, 2021.  Thank you. 

http://www.virtus.org
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