
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph              December 26, 2021  

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not 

only of our families of origin, the current family of which we are 

a part, the family of our Church, our society, and our global 

family as well. Everything human can be found in family stories. 

Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving successes as well as 

painful spirit-robbing abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest 

wounds are usually connected with the experience of family. 

Our needs, experiences, and unresolved baggage often color 

what we bring to our familiar relationships. They contribute to  

our level of defensiveness, how guarded and protected we  

become, and what prejudices we believe. 

  

In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to remember 

that it is not only by human effort that we negotiate the difficult 

and challenging events of our lives. There is a Divine Effort at 

work as well. For sure, the human effort can create quite a mess 

and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family with which we 

are associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family serves to help 

us understand that there is a Divine Story being told as well. It is 

a story of perseverance in the face of hardship, determination in 

the face of despair, healing when we see nothing but wounds, 

and light where there is darkness. 

 

Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, restoring, 

and leading? Unless we do, we will never be free from the  

imperfections and wounds that bind us and never be able to 

understand what it really means to forgive. Pope Francis tells us 

that the “light which comes from the Holy Family encourages us 

to offer human warmth to other families.” While this is most  

certainly true, we can only really begin to do this when we  

realize that we are still works in progress, not anchored to the 

wounds and sins of our past, and still a leading star in God’s 

continually unfolding story of love. The Holy Family persevered 

and radiated warmth because they knew they were not alone. 

We can too. 
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“See what love the Father has given us, that we 
should be called children of God; and so we are.” 
~1 JOHN 3:1 
 

During this season of giving, let us remember a 
beautiful gift that we have received - being  
children of God!  As God’s children, it’s in our 
DNA that we share and express our love for 
others as well.  Tell your spouse, children, other family members 
and friends that you love them, every day!  Also, pray of those 
people that are different than you, those that you may not like or 
those that go out of their way to annoy you.  Your prayers may be 
the start of a new friendship. 
 
~archstl.org 

 Daily Scripture Readings 

Sunday, December 26:  

  1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52                                                       

Monday, December 27: 

  1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8        

Tuesday, December 28:  

  1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18                 
Wednesday, December 29:  

  1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35                     

Thursday, December 30:    

   1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40                      

Friday, December 31:  

  1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18 

  Vigil:  Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  

Saturday, January 1: 

  Day: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  

   Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12          

Sunday, January 2:  

  Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12   

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, James Rhodes, 

Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer,  

Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, 

Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, 

Gerald Lis,  Shirley Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana 

Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas,  

Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, 

Dana Campbell 

 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson, Cody Keesee, Justin  

Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah  

Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Jacob Tumbleson,  

Kayden Guzman 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

Stewardship 

 
 

 
All in the Family 

 

At first glance, we can often find the image of the Blessed 

Mother, St. Joseph and the Christ Child intimidating — who 

are we to aspire to that level of discipleship? How could we 

ever hope to conform ourselves to that mold? Sometimes, it 

can even be painful — perhaps we hail from a broken family 

or struggle with a broken relationship within our family, or 

perhaps we long to be a mother or a father ourselves and 

that state in life has eluded us. 

 

But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality, a beautiful  

invitation to us all, no matter our vocation or our state in life, 

and the example of Mary, Joseph and Jesus is rich with the 

symbolism of stewardship.  

 

You need not be a biological mother who has carried a 

child in her womb to be a mother in spirit. Who in your  

world needs you to love them with the heart of a mother? 

 

The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and the world are 

crying out for the courageous witness of Christian men like 

St. Joseph. Who can you love with the steadfast, selfless  

protection of a father? 

 

Who in your life needs you to love them with the faithful,  

unconditional love of a son? Who needs your gentle and 

constant love as a daughter? 

 

We are the Body of Christ, friends. Those of us rejoicing in 

heaven, those of us suffering in purgatory, and those of us 

struggling here on earth. We are the great family. Let us  

love each other well. 

 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Sacrament Information 

Catholic Question 

 

Coming Back to Church 
 

Question: 

 

I have been away from the Church for a 

few years and really want to get active 

again, not so much for me, but for my children. Is this a bad 

reason to come back to Church? 

 

Answer:  
 

If you are on your way to the supermarket, and you are 

forced to detour from your usual route because of road 

work, does the food you buy taste different? Is the meal less 

filling? Are the vegetables less tasty? Of course not. In our 

faith journey, there are many detours called sin. Some are 

greater than others, some are even a bit longer. But God's 

grace comes to us in ways we understand and recognize 

and need. Your children leading you back to the Church is 

not as important as the fact that you are back. 

 

This is an opportunity for you to renew, strengthen, and 

deepen your faith. Regardless of how we get to Church, or 

what draws us closer to God, the fact is we are there. Do 

what you need to do to get right with God and the Church. 

Go to confession, begin good family religious practices, and 

be involved in the ministries your parish offers. Be more than 

a lukewarm parishioner. Be the kind of Catholic you want 

your children to be.   
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Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

Perpetual Adoration Open Hours 

 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each 
Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

St. Thomas Rosary Group 

 
ST. THOMAS PRAYER CHAIN:  Do you know someone in need 
of special prayers?  The Prayer Chain is always taking requests.  
If you would be interested in joining this worthwhile ministry or if 
you have a prayer chain request, call the RE office, 358-2461, 
Ext. 107. 

 
The annual “Walk for Life” is scheduled for Sat., Jan. 22,  
beginning with Mass & Prayer at 10:00 a.m., at St. Mary’s  
Cathedral, 1200 S. Washington.  Penitential Prayer and Walk  
from St. Mary’s to 15th and Taylor begins at approximately 
11:30 a.m.  On-site prayer will be led by area priests, Knights of 
Columbus Councils; all virus protocols will be in effect.  For more 
information, please call 806-414-1059. 

Walk for Life 

Need Special Prayers? 

 
Below are the current hours available for Adoration: 
 
Sunday:     3:00 a.m. 
Monday:     6:00 a.m. 
Thursday:  4:00 p.m. 
Saturday:   1:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 
If you have questions or would like to take one of these 
hours, please contact Simon Wright at 806-570-9776.   
Adoration to resume Jan. 9, 2022. Thank you for your faithful 
support.   

 
 
The faculty, staff and students from Holy Cross Catholic 
Academy would like to wish everyone a Happy New 
Year!  
 

 
Lord, You make all things new 
You bring hope alive in our hearts 
And cause our Spirits to be born again. 
 
Thank you for this New Year 
For all the potential it holds. 
Come and kindle in us 
A mighty flame 
So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God 
And live forever to praise Your glorious name.  Amen 
 
 
School will resume on 01/03/22.   

 
St. Thomas Parish is in need of Communion Ministers who would 
be willing to take Communion to those who are sick and/or 
homebound.  If you would be interested in helping, please 
call the church,  806-358-2461, Ext. 107.  Thank you in advance 
for your participation. 

Communion Ministers for Sick & Homebound 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31. 

MASS WILL BE CELEBRATED  

FRIDAY EVENING AT 6:00 P.M., 

AND SATURDAY MORNING AT 10:00 A.M., 

FOR MARY, MOTHER OF GOD. 

THE STAFF WISHES EACH OF YOU 

A VERY HAPPY AND HEALTHY 2022. 

 
If you are new parents and/or first- 
time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  Please  
call the parish office, 358-2461,  
to register for the next scheduled 
class. 

Holiday Office Hours 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 27 

6:00 PM 

+Susie Dolle by Rudy & Vickey Velez 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28 

6:00 PM 

Int. of Pauline Baumhardt by Dayamin Winchester 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29 

7:00 AM  
Int. of Tom & Sandy Riney by Norrell Family 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 

7:00 AM 

+Jim McBride by Pat Wilcox 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31 

6:00 PM 

+Stephen Chontos by Tom & Sandy Riney 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1 

10:00 AM 

+Dec. Relatives of John & Ann Roach by Ann Roach 

5:00 PM 

+Pat Weinheimer, Sr. by Gary Rider 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 2 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 
+Jim O’Connell by Barry & Sandra Blackwell 

11:15 AM 

Int. of Joilet Self by Schilmoeller Family 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
 
 
*We will not have RE classes Dec. 26, Dec. 29, or Jan. 2. See 
you in 2022! 
 
*Are you passionate about a certain topic of our Catholic faith? 
We are looking for more adults who can lead short 3-4 week top-
ics with some of our high school religious education students after 
Christmas. 
 
*Upcoming Parent Sacramental Sessions: 
 
Jan. 9, 2022—1st Communion II parent session 
OR 
Jan. 12, 2022 
 
*If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to find a date that works for your 
schedule You must pre-register. From that site you will be able  
to register for any session offered in the diocese.  If you have 
questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Be on the lookout for our catechumens and candidates who are 
wearing St. Benedict crosses while at church! Welcome them 
while they learn more about our Catholic faith. Please keep them 
in prayer! 
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 
 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

 

 

St. Stephen | Feast Day December 26 
 

The Acts of the Apostles tells the story  

of St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr.  

A man filled with grace and power, he 

worked great wonders among the  

people. Some Jews debated with St.  

Stephen but could not match his wisdom 

and spirit. Eventually, a charge of  

blasphemy was brought up against him, 

and the local population demanded that 

he be tried and sentenced. He was seized 

and carried before the Sanhedrin. 

 

Despite the danger he faced, in front of the Sanhedrin and 

his accusers, St. Stephen gave a long speech about the  

history of Israel and the blessings that God had given upon 

His chosen people. He talked about how Israel had become 

disobedient despite God’s abundant mercy. This enraged 

his accusers, and eventually the crowd dragged him out of 

the city and stoned him to death. 

 

Even in his final moments, St. Stephen displayed great  

forgiveness and even asked God not to hold the sins of his 

attackers against them. Hundreds of years after his death, 

he is still a role model for us to follow.  
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Saint of the Week 

 
 

     IN COMPLIANCE WITH IRS REGULATIONS:  
 
All contributions are being recorded as of the date they 

are received by the Church.  All contribution to be  

credited for this year, should be received and/or  

dated no later than Dec. 31, 2021.  Thank you. 

http://www.virtus.org
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