
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  The Epiphany of the Lord                        January 2, 2022 

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis 

references a thought from Pope Benedict XVI: “Being a Christian 

is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the  

encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new  

horizon and a decisive direction.” Today we celebrate an  

encounter with the Person of Jesus Christ! This simple but holy 

event in time dramatically changes human life, pointing it  

toward a new horizon and giving it a decisive direction. This is a 

message and truth that is not meant to be shared with only a 

select few who qualify but with the entire world. Pope Francis 

continues saying, “Thanks solely to this encounter or renewed 

encounter with God’s love, which blossoms into an enriching 

friendship, we are liberated from our narrowness and  

self-absorption. We become fully human when we become 

more than human, when we let God bring us beyond ourselves 

in order to attain the fullest truth of our being.” 
 
Look around at people. Where is life heading for them? What 

gives them direction? Even we who are people of faith can get 

distracted and lose our focus. God, in all of His fullness, is  

revealed in Jesus Christ and we can encounter Him! God is  

tangible, real, vulnerable, poor, and full of wonders, surprises, 

and opportunities. For those who are struggling and lost, today is 

a day of great joy. All they have to do is reach out and touch 

the truth of Christ. This presence is revealed in the poor,  

exploited, and vulnerable ones who cry out for compassion and 

love. But it is also found in the faithful ones who see in the  

Epiphany of God a liberation from structures and systems that 

hurt us, a narrowness of mind and heart that constricts us, and 

an absorption in our self-agenda that prevents us from seeing 

anything other than ourselves as important. 
 
We have been given the charge of preaching this Good News.  

If only we could find a way to be more effective, it might stand  

a chance of doing what God intended it to do. There is always 

tomorrow and our memory of that bright new light that shone so 

brilliantly that Bethlehem night pointing us to truth and reminding 

us that we are loved. 
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“...They prostrated themselves and bid him homage.  
Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh.”   
~MATTHEW 2:11 
 

What gifts do you give to the Lord?  Pope St. 
Gregory said that these three gifts represent 
what we should give God every day.  Gold -  we should  
reflect Christ’s wisdom in all our relationships.  Frankincense -  
represents our daily prayer and adoration to God.  Myrrh -  is a 
symbol of our daily sacrifices that we unite with Jesus for the sake 
of others.   
 
~archstl.org 

 Daily Scripture Readings 

 

Sunday, January 2:  

   Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12                                                                              

Monday, January 3: 

   1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25       

Tuesday, January 4:  

   1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44                
Wednesday, January 5:  

   1 Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52                    

Thursday, January 6:    

   1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Lk 4:14-22a                      

Friday, January 7:  

  1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16 

Saturday, January 8: 

  Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

Sunday, January 9:  

  Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, James Rhodes, 

Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer,  

Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, 

Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, 

Gerald Lis,  Shirley Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana 

Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas,  

Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, 

Dana Campbell 

 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson, Cody Keesee, Justin  

Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah  

Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Jacob Tumbleson,  

Kayden Guzman 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Stewardship 

 

 

 
Epiphany of the Lord 

 

The song "We Three Kings" details the gifts of the Magi, but 

do you know what you're singing? "Born a king on  

Bethlehem's plan, gold I bring to crown Him again." This one 

is the most straightforward - gold symbolizes the Kingship of 

Christ. "Myrrh is mine: its bitter perfume breathes a life of 

gathering gloom." Myrrh is an embalming spice. Already at 

Christ's birth, we have the symbolic reminder of his death. 

"Frankincense to offer have I. Incense owns a deity nigh." In 

many religious traditions, incense symbolizes prayers rising 

to heaven. In some pagan traditions, it is thought to help 

"call down" the deity. The gift of frankincense symbolizes 

Jesus' role as the Great High Priest, sanctifying the world 

through his sacrifice. 
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Below are the current hours available for Adoration: 
 
Sunday:     3:00 a.m. 
Monday:     6:00 a.m. 
Thursday:  10:00 a.m. 
Saturday:   1:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 
If you have questions or would like to take one of these 
hours, please contact Simon Wright at 806-570-9776.   
Adoration to resume Jan. 9, 2022, at 1:00 p.m.  Thank you for 
your faithful support.   

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 

Annual Walk for Life 

 

The annual “Walk for Life” is scheduled for Sat., Jan. 22,  

beginning with Mass & Prayer at 10:00 a.m., at St. Mary’s  

Cathedral, 1200 S. Washington.  Penitential Prayer and Walk  

from St. Mary’s to 15th and Taylor begins at approximately 

11:30 a.m.  On-site prayer will be led by area priests, Knights of 

Columbus Councils; all virus protocols will be in effect.  Please 

call  806-414-1059 for additional information.   



  
Dropped Host 

 

 

Question:  

What happens to a consecrated host 

if it accidentally falls to the ground?  

 

Answer:  
This is a very practical question because, as we all know, 

accidents happen, even during the most careful celebration 

of the liturgy. The short answer to this question is that nothing 

happens to the consecrated host. The Real Presence of  

Jesus remains in the consecrated host or any consecrated 

wine that might accidentally be spilled. 

 

Another question we might ask is: How should the minsters 

respond if the Eucharist is dropped or spilled? If this  

happens, the priest, deacon, or extraordinary minister of 

holy Communion should immediately pick up the dropped 

host and consume it. If it is a case of the Precious Blood  

being spilled, the minister would use the purificator (and  

additional purificators if needed) to clean the spill and then 

the area should be reverently washed as soon as the Mass is 

over and the water poured into the sacrarium (a special sink 

that is located in church sacristies for reverently disposing of 

holy water, the water used to clean sacred vessels, etc.) 
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Sacrament Information 

Catholic Question 
 
 

It is not too early to be thinking about the  
2022-2023 school year! 

 
 

Call or stop by Holy Cross Catholic Academy to schedule a tour 
for your student during this spring semester. 
 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy 
4110 S. Bonham St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79110 
806-355-9637 
 

Go Mustangs! 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each 
Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

St. Thomas Rosary Group 

 
ST. THOMAS PRAYER CHAIN:  Do you know someone in need 
of special prayers?  The Prayer Chain is always taking requests.  
If you would be interested in joining this worthwhile ministry or if 
you have a prayer chain request, call the RE office, 358-2461, 
Ext. 107. 

Need Special Prayers? 

 
St. Thomas Parish is in need of Communion Ministers who would 
be willing to take Communion to those who are sick and/or 
homebound.  If you would be interested in helping, please 
call the church,  806-358-2461, Ext. 107.  Thank you in advance 
for your participation. 

Communion Ministers for Sick & Homebound 

 
If you are new parents and/or first- 
time sponsors, you are required to  
attend a Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  Please  
call the parish office, 358-2461,  
to register for the next scheduled 
class. 

 
MONDAY,  MONDAY, JANUARY 3 
NO EVENTS SCHEDULED 
 
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 4 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group -  Parlor 
2:00 p.m.   - Rosary Makers - Marian Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5 
9:00 a.m. - Community Scripture Study - Parlor 
6:00 p.m. - RCIA Class - Upper Room (S) 
6:30 p.m. - Confirmaton Class II -  Education Wing 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 6 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group - Chapel 
 6:00 p.m.  - Cub Scouts Pack 301 -  Gym/Education Wing 
 
FRIDAY,  JANUARY 7 
NO EVENTS SCHEDULED 
 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY 8 
3:30 p.m.  - Confessions - Groom’s Room - Pre-K Wing 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 9 
8:00 a.m.   - KC Breakfast - Gym 
10:00 a.m. - Sacramental Parent Meeting -  Msgr. Tash Hall 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes - Education/Pre-K Wing 
11:15 a.m. - Breaking Open the Word - Library 
5:30 p.m.   - Youth Choir - Choir Room 
6:30 p.m.   - Youth Bells/Chimes - Bell Room 

Week at a Glance 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 
MONDAY, JANUARY 3 

6:00 PM 

+John Roach by Ann Roach 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4 

6:00 PM 

Intention of Dianna Clayton by Ginger Christian 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5 

7:00 AM  
+Erma Lee Schilling by Roxann Schwertner 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 6 

7:00 AM 

+Pat Weinheimer, Sr. by Tom & Sandy Riney 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 7 

7:00 AM 

+Virginia Podzemny by Podzemny Family 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 8 

5:00 PM 

Intention of Dot Pesch by Pat Stich 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 
+Pete Camarillo by Dr. Bart Britten Family 

11:15 AM 

Intention of Steve Carlozzi by His Family 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
  
*We will not have RE classes Jan. 2.  
 
*Are you passionate about a certain topic of our Catholic faith? 
We are looking for more adults who can lead short 3-4 week top-
ics with some of our high school religious education students after 
Christmas. 

 
 

*Upcoming Parent 
 Sacramental Sessions: 

 
Jan. 9, 2022—1st Communion II 

parent session OR Jan. 12, 2022 
 
 

 
*If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to find a date that works for your 
schedule You must pre-register. From that site you will be able  
to register for any session offered in the diocese.  If you have 
questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Be on the lookout for our catechumens and candidates who are 
wearing St. Benedict crosses while at church! Welcome them 
while they learn more about our Catholic faith. Please keep them 
in prayer! 
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

 

The Light of the Moon 
 
If you own a television that has been turned on at any point in the 

last month or so, chances are you’ve caught at least a scene or two 

of the 1946 classic film “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  
 
If you’re not familiar with the movie, it follows the life of George  

Bailey from childhood through adulthood. A dreamer by nature, 

George has big plans for himself that involve world exploration  

and adventure — but family and community obligations keep him 

tethered to the same spot on the map, leading an altogether  

ordinary life. 
 
One of the most memorable scenes from that movie is of George 

dancing with his sweetheart Mary while they sing “Buffalo Gals — 

Won’t you come out tonight/And dance by the light of the moon?” 
 
That lyric always catches my ear. Of course, the moon doesn’t have 

any light of its own. All the moon has is the ability to reflect the light 

that shines upon it.  
 
The same holds for us, doesn’t it? Our stewardship is purely a   

reflection of the grace granted to us by another. “Upon you the 

LORD shines,” writes Isaiah, “and over you appears his glory.” Every 

good action we will ever take begins in the mind of God. The fact 

that we have the honor of carrying it out on His behalf is a beautiful 

gift. It is God that makes our ordinary lives extraordinary. 
 
In the end of the movie, George Bailey realizes that he had a far 

greater life because, instead of being the hero of his own story, he 

allowed himself to reflect goodness onto others.  
 
Remember — the magi didn’t chart their own course. They merely 

followed the star. 
 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 

 

http://www.virtus.org
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