
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  The Baptism of the Lord                                   January 9, 2022 

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
“We are called to live our baptism every day, as new creatures, 

clothed in Christ.”   ~Pope Francis 
 
What reference point do you use when making decisions? Many 

times, impulse takes control and decisions are made based solely 

on emotion and desire. We all know that these types of decisions 

can often get us into trouble. When a person has a confident sense 

of who they are and a real understanding of what is important and 

of value, the likelihood of kneejerk impulsive choices diminishes. 

Baptism gives us what we need to make well informed and  

purposeful decisions. By this simple gesture, God claims us as His 

own and provides us with the identity and purpose we need to 

properly live life.  
 
It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace this revelation 

and realize that we no longer have to wonder about the purpose of 

our lives or struggle to find our way. The answer of who we are in 

God has been given to us. We no longer have to fumble around,  

trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly about. Issues surrounding the  

sacredness of life, the meaning of death, the protection of those 

most vulnerable, care for the weak and the poor, offering hospitality 

to those in search of a home, the purpose and proper place of work, 

how to create a just social order, caring for creation, and  

understanding our roles as heralds and stewards are just a few of  

the wonderful gifts baptism brings. When we make decisions based 

on things such as these core Gospel truths we really act as Christ 

himself, revealing to others the new creations that we are. This is 

how we live our baptism. 
 
It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is precisely what  

baptism calls us to do. Although we are sinners, in need of mercy 

and far from perfection we are called to order our life and make 

decisions based upon the wisdom and guidance of Almighty God. 

He alone is the one who can claim us as His sons and daughters. 

Standing up for our principles will not make us popular. But who ever 

said Christianity is a popularity contest? Baptism calls us to stand up 

for that which goes against the grain of secularism. Standing in line 

with other sinners, we have our anchor to steady us in the tempests 

of life and God is very pleased. Forge ahead. There is nothing to 

fear. 
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“John Answered them all, ‘I baptize you with  water; 
but he who is mightier than I is coming...he will  
baptize you with the Holy Spirit…’” 
 

The Catholic Catechism states the “Jesus’  
immersion in the water is a sign for all human 
beings of the need to die to themselves to do 
God’s will.”   In other words, as baptized  
Catholics there is only one gift that we need to give to Jesus - the 
gift of ourselves.  Surrender yourself to God, place your trust in 
Him and allow the Holy Spirit to work through you for the greater 
glory of God. 
 
~archstl.org 

 Daily Scripture Readings 

 

Sunday, January 9:  

   Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22                                                     

Monday, January 10: 

   I Sm 1:1-8/Mk 1:14-20      

Tuesday, January 11:  

   1 Sm 1:9-20/Mk 1:21-28                
Wednesday, January 12:  

   1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Mk 1:29-39                    

Thursday, January 13:    

   1 Sm 4:1-11/Mk 1:40-45                      

Friday, January 14:  

  1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk 2:1-12 

Saturday, January 15: 

  Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 

Sunday, January 16:  

  Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, James Rhodes, 

Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer,  

Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, 

Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, 

Gerald Lis,  Shirley Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana 

Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas,  

Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, 

Dana Campbell 

 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson, Cody Keesee, Justin  

Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah  

Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Jacob Tumbleson,  

Kayden Guzman 

Catholic Question 

Stewardship 

 

Baptismal Bib 
 
Question: 

At my grandson’s Baptism, the priest 

put a bib on the baby. I do not re-

member seeing this before. Why is 

this done? Is it something new?  
 

Answer: 
When an adult is baptized, there is a part in the ceremony 

when the newly baptized is vested in a white garment. It is 

symbolic of the changes that baptism brings in the life of the 

baptized as they are freed from the bonds of sin and brought 

into the saving grace of Christ. Realities that are so profound 

are symbolically presented so that we might better grasp 

and understand them.  
  
Infants are often dressed in a baptismal dress, which is the 

baptismal garment. In some places, the bib is used as a kind 

of baptismal garment. At the place in the ceremony where 

the investiture takes place, the bib is used. Some are  

poncho-like and fit over the baby's head. Others are simply 

placed on the baby's chest. If the baby is dressed in a white 

garment, nothing else is needed. The prayer says it all: “See 

in your white garment the outward sign of your Christian dig-

nity ... bring that dignity unstained into the everlasting life of 

heaven.” In baptism, we are given our purpose and goal in 

life as believers and this is symbolized by the white garment. 
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Annual Walk for Life 

 
The annual “Walk for Life” is scheduled for Sat., Jan. 22,  
beginning with Mass & Prayer at 10:00 a.m., at St. Mary’s  
Cathedral, 1200 S. Washington.  Penitential Prayer and Walk  
from St. Mary’s to 15th and Taylor begins at approximately 
11:30 a.m.  On-site prayer will be led by area priests, Knights of 
Columbus Councils; all virus protocols will be in effect.  Please call  
806-414-1059 for additional information.   

Loving Tribute 

St. Thomas Men’s Club 

 
ST. THOMAS MEN'S CLUB  will meet Mon., Jan. 10, at  
7:00 p.m., in the Msgr. Tash Hall.  All men of the parish are 
invited.  Join us for food, fun, fellowship and service to the parish.  
All are welcome to pray the rosary beforehand at 6:30 p.m., in 
the Chapel.  

 

If you want a lovely memorial tribute to a  
lost loved one or loved ones or a way to  
honor those special individuals in your 
life, be reminded that you may purchase 
a beautiful fresh flower arrangement 
designed by Scott’s Flowers for a 
donation of $85.00.   
  
If you are interested in purchasing Altar Flowers, complete  
an Altar Donation Form which can be found on our website  
at www.amarillo.church or you may call the Parish Office at 
358-2461. 



  
 

Sacrament Information 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy 

 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each 
Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

Like to Pray the Rosary? 

 
ST. THOMAS PRAYER CHAIN:  Do you know someone in need 
of special prayers?  The Prayer Chain is always taking requests.  
If you would be interested in joining this worthwhile ministry or if 
you have a prayer chain request, call the RE office, 358-2461, 
Ext. 107. 

Need Special Prayers? 

 
St. Thomas Parish is in need of Communion Ministers who would 
be willing to take Communion to those who are sick and/or 
homebound.  If you would be interested in helping, please 
call the church,  806-358-2461, Ext. 107.  Thank you in advance 
for your participation. 

Communion Ministers for Sick & Homebound 

 
If you are new parents and/
or first-time sponsors, you 
are required to attend a 
Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  

Please call the parish office, 358-2461, to register for 
the next scheduled class. 

 
MONDAY,  MONDAY, JANUARY 10 
10:00 a.m. - AFF Women’s Group (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Men’s Club (Chapel & Msgr. Tash Hall) 
 
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 11 
2:00 p.m. - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
2:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Cenacle (Marian Room) 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym)  
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12 
9:00 a.m. -  Community Scripture Study (Parlor) 
12:00 p.m. -Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
6:00 p.m. -  RCIA Class (Upper Room) (S) 
6:30 p.m. -  Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
6:45 p.m. -  AFF Women’s Group (Upper Room) (N) 
7:00 p.m. -  High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:00 p.m. -  Sacramental Parent Meeting (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
7:30 p.m. -  Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 13 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
1:30 p.m. -   Focolare Group (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  JANUARY 14 
3:00 p.m. -  Divine Mercy Chaplet  (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY 15 
10:00 a.m. - Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby (Gym) 
3:30 p.m.  -  Confessions (Groom’s Room-Pre-K Wing) 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 16 
10:00 a.m. - RCIA Inquiry Class (Library) 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education/Pre-K Wing/Marian Room) 
11:15 a.m. - Breaking Open the Word  (Library) 
3:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Bridge Club (Parlor)  
4:30 p.m. - Altar Server Training (Church) 

Week at a Glance 

 
2021 TAPPS All District Team Girls  

Volleyball – 1A – District 1 
 
  

1st Team  
Sage Seidenberger – Junior 

 
 2nd Team 

Anna Monroe – Junior 
Leah Ramos – Freshman 
Lisbeth Vazquez – Freshman 

 
 Honorable Mention 

Mia Luna – Junior 
Bianca Ronquillo – Junior 
Madison Valdez – Freshman 

 
 TAPPS Academic All State 

Sage Seidenberger – Junior 
Anna Monroe – Junior 

 
Congratulations Mustang athletes! 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 
I Hope I Am Like Him 
 
“Who is this Christ? Is he like you?” 
 
Perhaps you’ve heard this story, often attributed to the life of St.  

Teresa of Calcutta. A sick man asked her this question, as he  

marveled at her tireless service to himself and others in the name of 

someone named Jesus Christ.  
 
“He is nothing like me,” the saint is said to have answered. “But I 

hope I am like him.” 
 
Though the authenticity of this exchange cannot be verified, its  

message rings perfectly true: all the value of our stewardship lies  

in its relativity to the one in whose name we perform it.  
 
Consider the figure of John the Baptist — a magnificent, towering 

character even purely from a literary or historical perspective. A 

martyr who fed on wild locusts and boldly spoke truth to power —  

a man so great some mistook him for the Messiah.  
 
But why is he great? Because he prepared the way. All his  

accomplishments and escapades mean nothing if they are taken 

out of the context of salvation history. He only makes sense relative 

to Christ — and this is exactly as he wanted it. “One worthier than I  

is coming,” he insists. And because of that humility and that total  

embrace of God’s will, he is given one of the greatest honors in  

the New Testament — he baptizes the Son of God.   
 
Let’s examine our lives in the light of their relativity to Christ. How  

do we prepare the way? When Christ comes to us, what do we do? 

How do we leave ourselves open to be actors in God’s plan? 
 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Everyday Stewardship 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 

 
Below are the current hours available for Adoration: 
 
Thursday:  10:00 a.m. 
Saturday:   1:00 p.m. 
 
If you have questions or would like to take one of these 
hours, please contact Simon Wright at 806-570-9776.  Thank 
you for your faithful support.   



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 
MONDAY, JANUARY 10 

6:00 PM 

+Jim Arend by Rosemary Frausto 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 11 

6:00 PM 

+Erma Lee Schilling by Joe & Eunice Schilling 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12 

7:00 AM  
Special Intention of Rondelle Parker 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 

7:00 AM 

Intention of Shirley Mager by Ann Roach 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 

7:00 AM 

Intention of Dan Podzemny by Podzemny Family 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 15 

5:00 PM 

+Rita Marina Montes-Sanchez by Lisa Fahrenkrog 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 

9:00 AM 
+Pat Weinheimer, Sr. by Bernie & Diane Wieck 

11:15 AM 

+Paschal Bottoms by Barry & Sandra Blackwell 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
  
 
*Are you passionate about a certain topic of our Catholic faith? 
We are looking for more adults who can lead short 3-4 week  
topics with some of our high school religious education students 
after Christmas. 
 
 

*Upcoming Parent 
 Sacramental Sessions: 

 
Jan. 12, 2022—1st Communion II parent session  

 
 
 
*If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to find a date that works for your 
schedule You must pre-register. From that site you will be able  
to register for any session offered in the diocese.  If you have 
questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Be on the lookout for our catechumens and candidates who are 
wearing St. Benedict crosses while at church! Welcome them 
while they learn more about our Catholic faith. Please keep them 
in prayer! 
 
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE POWER HOUR 

     2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month  

 January 12 & 26, 2022 

12:00 PM Adoration Chapel 

“Be still and know that I am God”  Psalm 46:10 
 

20 minutes of Centering (Contemplative) Prayer: 
Contemplative Prayer is a method of silent prayer that 
prepares us to receive the gift of contemplative pray-
er, prayer in which we experience God’s presence 
within us.  
 

20 minutes of Lectio Divina: During Lectio Divina, 

the practitioner listens to the text of the Bible with 
the “ear of the heart,” as if he or she is in conversa-
tion with God, and God is suggesting the topics for 
discussion.  The method of Lectio Divina includes mo-
ments of reading (lectio), reflecting on (meditation), 
responding to (oratio) and resting in (contemplation) 
the Word of God. 
 
20 minutes of Adoration:  Adoration is a time of 
quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  This time 
can be spent praying the rosary, journaling, praying 
silently, or any way you wish. 
 
                  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

 
St. Hilary of Poitiers, Bishop and Doctor of 
the Church | January 13 
 
Born a pagan, St. Hilary (c. 315 – c. 367) 
studied philosophy and the meaning of life, 
eventually making his way through the bible. 
He became a convert and was appointed 
bishop of Poitiers in 353. Sometimes referred 
to as the Hammer of the Arians, St. Hilary 
defended the Nicene Creed against a popular 
heresy, Arianism. He was exiled to Phrygia for 
opposing Roman emperor Constantius II, who 
preferred the heresy which denies Christ’s 
divinity. From Phyrgia St. Hilary fought with 
his pen, zealously writing against the heresy. 
 

Eventually he was allowed to return to Poitiers, but did so by a 
circuitous route, preaching against Arianism all the way. St. Hilary 
was likely the first writer of hymns in the West, his writings on the 
Trinity, Psalms and Gospel of Matthew survive today. St. Hilary 
was created Doctor of the Church, a title given to those who  
provided important contributions to theology and doctrine, in 1851 
by Pope Pius IX. 
 
~LPi 

Saint of the Week 

 
           

NEED MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH? 

  
  Visit our website at www.amarillo.church. 

Keep up with what is going on at St. Thomas by           

signing up for Flocknote at www.amarillo.church and  
like us and follow our latest news and updates on  

Facebook at www.facebook.com/amarillo.church  
Do you know someone who is homebound, sick & can’t make  
it to Mass?  GO to the website and check out Mass streamed 

LIVE at 11:15 a.m.,  on Sunday mornings  
& 6:00 p.m., on Monday evenings  

http://www.virtus.org
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