
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                                          January 23, 2022 

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
 
Human history reveals many periods where people lost a 

sense of God’s transcendence. It may even be argued that 

human beings have been wandering and lost more than 

they have been at home and focused. Human nature being 

what it is, we struggle with who God really is — the God of 

our salvation history or the “gods” of human constructs.  

Relying on our own designs and pursuits, we forget that we 

really are meant to listen to One upon whom the Spirit of  

the Lord rests, Jesus Christ, and not to ourselves. That same 

history that reveals our fickleness and infidelity also reveals 

God’s constancy and faithfulness. God always finds us. 

 

As people wander and fumble to find their way, God is  

there bringing them back to holiness and giving them the 

assurance of His presence. We have to allow God’s Word, 

God’s life, to touch us and change us. It can make us more 

flexible and attentive to the sacred in all facets of life so that 

every day is one that is holy. Every day is a time when  

fulfillment is possible for one’s soul. Jesus stood before those 

gathered in the synagogue as the fulfillment of words of 

promise that were echoed long ago. God doesn’t forget. He 

always comes for us. 

 

Now it is time to remember to go to God. Sometimes our 

lives are so confused and tangled that it is difficult to see  

the Word and hand of God. But when we realize, deep  

within, the depth of friendship God offers to us it really has 

the power to turn sadness to joy. The promise is fulfilled.  

Going frequently to God’s Word, allowing ourselves to be 

enriched and rejuvenated, and pondering the certainly of 

God’s fidelity and promise permanently transforms us. We 

will be more aware of the sacred and the holy and less  

invested in things that pull us away. 
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“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot 
portions to those who had nothing prepared…” 
~NEHEMIAH 8:10 
 
 

Ezra’s instructions to the people show us that 
God does not forbid us from enjoying the good 
things in life.  He wants us to be happy!  However, God expects us 
to be grateful for all that He has given us and to generously share 
our blessings with those who are in need.  Now here’s the hard 
part - to share all we have without expecting anything in return. 
 
~archstl.org 

 Daily Scripture Readings 

 

Sunday, January 23:  

   Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/1 Cor 12:12-30/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21                                                     

Monday, January 24: 

   2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Mk 3:22-30 

Tuesday, January 25:  

   Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Mk 16:14-18                
Wednesday, January 26:  

   2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Mk 4:1-20                    

Thursday, January 27:    

   2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Mk 4:21-25                       

Friday, January 28:  

  2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday, January 29: 

  Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30 

Sunday, January 30:  

  Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30 

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, James Rhodes, 

Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer,  

Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, 

Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, 

Gerald Lis,  Shirley Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana 

Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas,  

Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, 

Dana Campbell 

 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson, Cody Keesee, Justin  

Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah  

Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Jacob Tumbleson,  

Kayden Guzman 

Catholic Question 

Stewardship 

 

Is it Right to Sue?  
 

 

Question:  

Is it right to sue someone? Isn't it a way of 

getting revenge? 
 

Answer:  
Revenge is inflicting harm for harm's sake, the idea of an  

eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, and then some. There is 

often a fine line between justice and mercy, between  

compensation and forgiveness. Unfortunately, things can 

happen to us that cause harm, suffering, and damage, 

 regardless of people's intentions. When someone is hurt, 

especially in such a way that special care or treatment is 

required, the cost of that care needs to be paid.  
 
In a perfect world, those with special needs, handicaps,  

or disabilities would find the help and care they need,  

including those who are injured or hurt. But justice is not  

always forthcoming, and people are not always fair. So,  

using the legal system to right a wrong is sometimes the  

only option.  
 
In some cases, it is the only way that people can get the 

help they need and deserve. However, frivolous lawsuits,  

or 'fishing for money' is not only unfair, but immoral as well. 

The law is there to protect people and making use of it when 

necessary is a good thing. 
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In Loving Memory 

 

 

 
If you are interested in praying the rosary with a group once a 
week, you are welcome to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group 
each Thurs. morning at 10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

 
The fresh flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Joseph Ewanowski 

in loving memory of 

T. Gwen Holmes 

Like to Pray the Rosary? 

 
St. Thomas Parish is in need of Communion Ministers who would 
be willing to take Communion to those who are sick and/or 
homebound.  If you would be interested in helping, please 
call the church,  806-358-2461, Ext. 107.  Thank you in advance 
for your participation. 

Communion Ministers for Sick & Homebound 

Need Special Prayers? 

 
ST. THOMAS PRAYER CHAIN:  Do you know someone in need 
of special prayers?  The Prayer Chain is always taking requests.  
If you would be interested in joining this worthwhile ministry or if 
you have a prayer chain request, call the RE office, 358-2461, 
Ext. 107. 



  
 

Sacrament of Baptism  

 
MONDAY,  MONDAY, JANUARY 24 
10:00 a.m. - AFF Women’s Group (Marian Room) 
 
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 25 
2:00 p.m. - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
2:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Cenacle  (Marian Room) 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym)  
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26 
9:00 a.m. -  Community Scripture Study (Parlor) 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
6:00 p.m. -  RCIA Class (Upper Room) (S) 
6:30 p.m. -  Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
6:45 p.m. -  AFF Women’s Group (Upper Room) (N) 
7:00 p.m. -  High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:00 p.m. -  Sacramental Parent Meeting (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
7:00 p.m. -  1st Communion Parent (II) Meeting (Marian Room) 
7:00 p.m. -  Confirmation Class (Education Wing) 
7:30 p.m. -  Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 27 
10:00 a.m. - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
 
FRIDAY,  JANUARY 28 
3:00 p.m. -  Divine Mercy Chaplet  (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY 29 
3:30 p.m.  -  Confessions (Groom’s Room-Pre-K Wing) 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 30 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education/Pre-K Wing/Marian Room) 
11:15 a.m. - Breaking Open the Word  (Library) 
4:00 p.m. - Sacramental Parent Meeting (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
5:30 p.m. - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m. - Youth Bells (Bell Room) 

Week at a Glance 

 
 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy announces the 
new date for the Calendar Party! 

Saturday 05/21/22 at 6:30 pm 
 

There are still tickets available for the event.  The $50 ticket  
includes dinner and dancing.    
 
Raffle tickets for 6 baskets are available for $20 each.  Call the 
school to purchase all tickets.  
 
HCCA school office number:  806-355-9637 

Catholic Education 

Everyday Stewardship 

 
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Plant Your Works in the Word 
 

 
One of the things about Scripture is that even the smallest 

word and shortest phrase can be critical to the overall  

message. When you take a quiet moment to rest with the 

Word, you find how quickly the most mundane sentence 

can reach out and grab you, pulling you into a deeper  

contemplation of some truth you hadn’t even considered 

until then. 
 
But we often fail to act as the Israelites in the Book of  

Nehemiah, standing before the Water Gate “listening  

attentively.” Whether it’s at Mass during the Liturgy of the 

Word or at home poring over the Bible, time after time we 

find ourselves less mindful than we could be. Our ears  

accept the sounds of the words and our eyes glance  

over the shape of the letters.  
 
But are we mindful — truly?  
 
The best answer is hopefully at least sometimes. There  

are always tasks to be completed, problems weighing  

on our minds that we can’t quite give over to God. We  

lose ourselves in these things instead of in Scripture. We  

“clock in” with Bible reading instead of “diving in.”   
 
We can never forget that the words of the Lord are spirit  

and life. They are the soil that quickens the seed of all  

stewardship. There is no mindfulness, no prayer, no  

graciousness, no gratitude or accountability or sense of 

commitment unless there is the Word.  
 
So let us pray today for mindfulness, that our every action 

will be grounded in the law of God — giving it true spirit  

and life. 
 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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If you are new parents and/
or first-time sponsors, you 
are required to attend a 
Baptism class before the  
reception of the sacrament.  

Please call the parish office, 358-2461, to register for 
the next scheduled class. 

 
If you want a lovely memorial tribute to a  
lost loved one or loved ones or a way to  
honor those special individuals in your 
life, be reminded that you may purchase 
a beautiful fresh flower arrangement 
designed by Scott’s Flowers for a 
donation of $85.00.   
  
If you are interested in purchasing Altar Flowers, complete  
an Altar Donation Form which can be found on our website  
at www.amarillo.church or you may call the Parish Office at 
358-2461. 

A Loving Tribute 

 
St. Ann’s Catholic Church, Bovina, invits everyone to their Annual 
Sausage Dinner, Sun., Jan. 30, 2022, serving from 11:30 a.m., 
to 2:00 p.m., at St. Ann’s Parish Hall, 401 3rd Street.  They will 
be serving a delicious buffet of Sausage and Sauerkraut and all 
the trimmings.  Donations will be $12.00 for adults and $6.00 for  
children under 6.  Take-out plates will be available at no  
additional charge. 

St. Ann’s Catholic Church, Bovina, TX 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 24 

6:00 PM 

+Jason Hernandez by George & Rebecca Moreno 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 25 

6:00 PM 

Intention of Pat Wilcox by Pat Stich 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26 

7:00 AM  

+David Ehly by Jorge & Sue Gomez 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 

7:00 AM 

+Sean Crowley by Tom & Sandy Riney 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 28 

7:00 AM 

Intention of Shirley Mager by Ann Roach 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 29 

5:00 PM 

Dec. Mem. of Schilling & Buxkemper Families  

by Joe & Eunice Schilling 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 30 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 
+Joy Pope by Pope Family  
11:15 AM 

+Robert A. Kirk by Reg & Alice Armstrong 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
  
*Upcoming Parent Sacramental Sessions: 
 
1st Communion II parent session #1 
Either Sun., 1/23/22, from 4:00 - 5:15 p.m., in the hall OR 
Wed., 1/26/22, from 7:00 - 8:15 p.m., in the hall 
Anyone needing childcare must request ahead of time! 
 
Confirmation I Parent Session 
Either Sun., 1/30/22, from 4:00 - 5:15 p.m., in the hall OR 
Wed., 2/2/22, from 7:00 - 8:15 p.m., in the hall 
 
Are you an adult who has never been confirmed as a Catholic but 
would like to be? Now is the time to begin your preparation for a 
Confirmation date in April of 2022! Contact us in the RE office for 
more info. 
 
*If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment trained, 
please go to www.virtus.org to find a date that works for your 
schedule. You must pre-register. From that site you will be able  
to register for any session offered in the diocese.  If you have 
questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? We are resuming our Inquiry 
classes! Please feel invited to come from 10:00 -11:00 a.m., on 
Jan. 16, in the library if you or someone you know would like to 
know more about what it means to be Catholic! 
 
More dates will be added soon and advertised! 
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  

or Religious Education. 

 
Daily Prayer This Week 

 
Ordinary Time is the longest Season of the Church 
year. There are seven and a half weeks of Ordinary 
Time this year before Lent begins on Mark 2nd. These 
weeks between the Christmas season and Lent are an 
important time to continue to work on our habits of 
focusing our desires early in the day and talking with 
the Lord throughout the day, in the background of our 
busy lives. This is how we become “contemplatives in 
action” and find intimacy with God without leaving 
the context of our real lives. 

 

How do we do that with the hectic pace of our lives? 
We hear people say “I don't have time to pray.” It isn't 
about finding more time but more focus in our day 
with God. With this type of focusing and active con-
sciousness, we find ourselves surprised at the time we 
really do have. There are dozens of times in all of our 
days during which our minds are occupied with some-
thing: a song, re-playing the last event, practicing a 
conversation with someone, having an imaginary ar-
gument with someone, thinking through the “to do” 
list of the day. We can learn to fill these times with 
whatever we choose. If we choose to let it be about 
our relationship with our Lord, it transforms our lives. 

 

It all begins with our mornings. This week, when we 
first get up and perhaps for a few moments in the 
shower or getting dressed, let's tell the Lord that what 
we desire today is to be more conscious of how what 
we do this day is responding to his call to me to be his 
disciple.  

If we add brief reflections of the gospels this week, we 
will see a very attractive picture of Jesus emerge and 
we can talk with Jesus, in brief moments, about what 
draws us to him.  

 
Taken from Creighton University's Online Ministries web site 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html 
Used with permission. 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

 

St. Thomas Aquinas | January 28 
 

One of the most famous members of the 

Dominican Order, St. Thomas Aquinas 

(1225 – 1274) is well-known by many for 

his theological work, “The Summa  

Theologiae.” Born in Italy, his mother 

wanted him to become a Benedictine and 

had high hopes that he would eventually 

become abbot of Monte Cassino, where 

he spent much of his youth. To change his 

vocation, she had him kidnapped by his 

brothers on his way to Paris at the age of 

19. He spent two years in their captivity. 

Despite this, nothing could shake him from his vocation  

to become a Dominican priest and he was eventually  

released. Once free, he went to Paris and then to Cologne, 

where he finished his studies with Albert the Great.   
 
His greatest contribution to the Catholic Church is his  

writings. The unity, harmony, and continuity of faith and  

reason, of revealed and natural human knowledge,  

encompasses his writings. The Summa Theologiae, his last 

and, unfortunately, uncompleted work, deals with the whole 

of Catholic theology. 
 
The patron saint of teachers, theologians and students, St. 

Thomas Aquinas died in 1274. His life and the impact he had 

on the whole Church, however, remains alive today.  
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Saint of the Week 

 

http://www.virtus.org
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