
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

   Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                         February 20, 2022     

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
   Sometimes, Jesus’ teachings don’t seem to make practical 

sense. When we hear things like love your enemies and do 

good to them, turn the other cheek when struck, give to anyone 

who asks, do to others as you would have them do to you, be 

merciful, stop judging, forgive, and give to others, we get a bit 

unsettled. After all, it’s okay for God to do all of these things, but 

does He really want us to do them, too? Many good-hearted 

Christians really draw the line with some of these ideals and say, 

“No way!” They even remark that if someone did something 

hurtful to someone they loved, they would have no reservations 

seeking severe retribution. There is still this persistent thinking, 

even among those who consider themselves Christian, that a 

violent action deserves a violent response.  

Somehow, we continue to justify this. 
 
   Yet, it is most clearly against the very grain of the Gospel. Part  

of our difficulty has more to do with understanding God’s love. 

We wrongly think that sinful or hurtful actions and evil people 

somehow are seen as lesser in God’s eyes. They are not. God 

loves the sinner as much as He does the saint. And, both of 

these inclinations exist in every human being, even those who 

consider themselves holy. Both the capacity for good and the 

disposition toward evil exist in every one of us. Viktor Frankl has 

this to say when reflecting on the Holocaust:  “Our generation is 

a realistic generation because we have learned what a human 

being really is. When all is said and done, man is that same 

creature who invented the gas-chambers of Auschwitz; but he 

 is also that being who walked upright into those chambers with 

the prayer ‘Shema Yisrael’ on his lips.” 
 
   If we believe in God, we have to act like God. Whether we like 

that idea is another issue. If we don’t then perhaps, we need to  

reconsider our faith and whether we really believe in Jesus 

Christ. We are made in the image of God, not the image of  

ourselves. The Christian must, at all costs, leave resentment and 

the need for retaliation behind, lose defensiveness and bring 

into the mind and heart the realization of who we represent in 

this world. 
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“But rater, love your enemies and do good to them, 
and lend without expecting anything back…”  
~LUKE 6:35 
 

Easier said than done, right?  But, if we are to 
imitate Christ, most of us need to practice 
mercy and compassions more frequently.  
Start with the little daily annoyances that we 
experience, the unkind word or hateful glance 
we receive.  Instead of plotting revenge on that person, try saying 
a quick prayer for them.  Praying for our enemies doesn’t change 
them, it changes us.  Mercy and compassion will keep us on the 
path to holiness. 
 
~archstl.org 

 
 

Daily Scripture Readings 

 

Sunday, February 20:  

  1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38                                                      

Monday, February 21: 

  Jas 3:13-18/Mk 9:14-29 
Tuesday, February 22:  

  1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19                 
Wednesday, February 23:  

   Jas 4:13-17/Mk 9:38-40                       

Thursday, February 24:    

  Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:41-50                     

Friday, February 25:  

  Jas 5:9-12/Mk 10:1-12   

Saturday, February 26: 

   Sir 27:4-7/1 Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45 

Sunday, February 27:  

   Sir 27:4-7/1 Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45 

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, James Rhodes, 

Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer,  

Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, 

Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, 

Gerald Lis,  Shirley Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana 

Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas,  

Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, 

Dana Campbell 

 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson, Cody Keesee, Justin  

Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah  

Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Jacob Tumbleson,  

Kayden Guzman, Swasey Brown 

Stewardship 

In Loving Memory 

 

 
 

The fresh flowers on the Altar 

were donated by 

Tom & Margie Campbell 

in loving memory of 

Josie Herrera 

Federal Holiday, Mon., Feb. 21 

 
IN OBERVANCE OF THIS HOLIDAY, 

THE PARISH OFFICES 

WILL BE CLOSED. 

HAVE A BLESSED & SAFE DAY. 

Salsa Jars 

 
The Men's Club would like to thank all the parishioners of St.  
Thomas who participated in our recent Padre's Salsa Sales.   
A total of 430 jars were sold and, along with several donations 
from parishioners, a total of $3438.00 was raised.  After expenses, 
a net income of approximately $2500 was realized, and with the 
matching funds from the Men's Club, a check  for $5,000 will be 
given to the Pearl Longbine Emergency Youth Shelter.  Again, 
thank you for your generosity and support. 

St. Mary’s Cathedral School 

 
There will be a second collection next weekend, Feb. 26/27, for 
the Christian Campaign for the Homeless.  You may either 
place it in the collection basket, mail it to the church or schedule it 
on line.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.   

Second Collection 

 
St. Mary's Cathedral School is raffling off $20,000!  Get your 
raffle ticket for $25 dollars each from any St. Mary's School  
student next weekend, Feb. 26 & 27, here at St. Thomas.  Only 
4000 tickets will be sold.  There are 39 other cash prizes, and your 
chance of winning a prize is 1 in 100!  Cash, check and Venmo will 
be accepted.  The drawing will take place April 22.  Thank you for 
your generosity! 

“Thank You” 

 
Don’t forget to recycle those empty salsa jars.  Please place in the 
basket located in the Bell Tower so they will be ready for the next 
Salsa Sale!  Thank you. 

 
The cardboard recycling has been successful, so it will continue  
to be available to all Parishioners.  Feel free to bring your clean, 
flattened cardboard and place in the container located near the 
dumpster at the back service entrance.  

Cardboard Recycling Program 

  
Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church in  

your wills, memorials, life insurance, stocks, annuities, 

living trusts and other planned gifts.   

Thank you. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

John Michael Talbot in Concert 

 
MONDAY,  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
PRESIDENTS DAY - PARISH OFFICES CLOSED 
6:30 p.m. - St. Thomas Altar Guild (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
 
TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 22 
10:00 a.m. -  AFF-Wisdom (Marian Room) 
2:00 p.m. -    Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
2:00 p.m. -    Divine Mercy Cenacle (Marian Room) 
7:00 p.m. -    Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym)  
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
9:00 a.m. -   Community Scripture Study (Parlor) 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
5:45 p.m. -   KIDS/Youth Combined Choirs (Church) 
6:00 p.m. -   RCIA Class (Upper Room S) 
6:30 p.m. -   Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
6:30 p.m. -   AFF-The Search (Upper Room N) 
7:00 p.m. -   High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:00 p.m. -   Sacramental Parent Meeting (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
7:00 p.m. -   Confirmation Class (Education Wing) 
7:30 p.m. -   Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 24 
10:00 a.m.- Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m. -  YALL (Marian Room) 
 
FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY 25 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet  (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 26 
9:30 a.m. - NET Confirmation Retreat (Hall/Gym/Church) 
3:30 p.m. - Sacramental Parent Meeting (Upper Room S) 
3:30 p.m. - Confessions (Groom’s Room-Pre-K Wing) 
 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 27 
10:05 a.m. - RE Classes (Education/Pre-K/Marian Room) 
10:05 a.m. - Into His Likeness-AFF (Upper Room N) 
11:15 a.m. - Breaking Open the Word (Library/Marian Room) 
4:00 p.m. -   Sacramental Parent Meeting (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
5:00 p.m. -   Youth Orchestra (Choir Room) 
5:30 p.m. -   Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
5:30 p.m. -   F.A.S.T. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
6:30 p.m. -   Youth Bells/Chimes (Bell Room) 
7:00 p.m. -   Middle School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym)  

Catholic Education 

Catholic Life Explained 

 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy is the ONLY Catholic 
secondary school in the Diocese and has been  
educating students since 1928. 
 
Open registration is now ongoing for the 2022-2023 

school year.  Register early for a reduced registration fee.  New 
families may  
fill out the application form on the school website to begin the  
registration process.  Please contact the school office for  
registration information or to schedule a tour. 
 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy 
4110 S. Bonham St.  
Amarillo, TX  
806-355-9637 
www.holycrossama.org 

Week at a Glance 

 

What Is Mammon? 
 

Question: 

When Jesus says, “You cannot 

serve both God and mam-

mon,” what does he mean? 

What is mammon? 

 

Answer: 
When you hear Scripture proclaimed each Sunday,  

remember it wasn’t originally written in English. Hebrew,  

Aramaic, Greek — these ancient tongues were the original 

language of our Old and New Testaments. Most of the time, 

all of the words are translated into our native language. 

Sometimes, a word or two is left in the original language. 

Such is the case in this Scripture passage. 

 

Mammon is an ancient Aramaic word referring to money, 

wealth, or profit. Earthly wealth isn’t bad in itself, nor does it 

automatically exclude us from being a disciple of Jesus. But 

what dominates our life? To serve money — that is, to seek 

accumulation of wealth for its own sake and to structure our 

lives around it — is morally problematic. What good is our 

wealth if it isn’t at the service of others? What good is our 

wealth if its pursuit leads us to selfishness, obsession, greed, 

envy, and comparison? There are many things that can be 

opposed to our service of God — power, prestige,  

popularity. Ultimately, something in our lives will be our  

master. But there is only one God worth serving. 

 

©LPi 

 
Multi-platinum selling, Grammy/Dove Award winning Catholic  
Recording Artist and Best Selling Author, John Michael Talbot,  
will perform in concert Fri., Mar. 4, at 7:00pm at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, 1200 South Washington.  Doors open at 6:15. No 
tickets are required for admission but a Love Offering will be  
received to support the ministries of John Michael Talbot and the 
Brothers and Sisters of Charity. Spiritual resources, such as CD’s 
books and products from Little Portion Bakery will also be  
available.  For additional information about the Mar. 4, concert, 
please call the St. Mary’s Cathedral parish office at  
806-376-7204. 

Lenten Mission & Lenten Reconciliation 

 
St. Mary’s Cathedral will be hosting a Lenten Mission, Sun.,  
Mar. 6, through Tues., Mar. 8, 1200 S. Washington.  The 
theme for this mission is “Spirit Power: Reignite the Fire in Your 
Heart” and will be featuring Catholic singer/songwriter and three-
time Grammy nominee, Marty Rotella.  The public is invited to 
attend the mission, but for those who wish to view Rotella’s 
presentations at home, the talks will be livestreamed at  
stmarysamarillo.com.  Stephen Ministers and deacons will be 
available for those who wish or need to pray with someone.  For 
additional information, call St. Mary’s Cathedral at 806-376-7204. 
 
St. Mary’s Cathedral is also inviting everyone to come celebrate 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Wed., Mar. 9, from 9:00 a.m., 
to 9:00 p.m.  There will be multilingual priests available 
throughout the day. 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon …………………………………………….……..Phillip Whitson 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, February 21 

6:00 PM 
+Sr. Nancy Hale by Mike Hale 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

6:00 PM 

+Paul Parise by Gary Rider 
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

7:00 AM  

Intention of Johnny Roach by Shirley Mager 
 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

7:00 AM 

+Charles Schwertner by Roxann Schwertner 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

7:00 AM 

+Steve Hart by Matt & Janie Street 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

5:00 PM 

Int. of Margie Drummond by Bunnie Brooks 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

Int. of Mary Britten by Pat Stich 
 
11:15 AM 

+Pat Mulloy III by Leon & Mary Bohr 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

RE NEWS 
 
No class this weekend, Feb. 20! Enjoy your Presidents’ Day 
Weekend!! 

*Upcoming Parent Sacramental Sessions: 
 
Confirmation II Parent Session 
Either Saturday, Feb. 26 from 3:30-4:45 p.m. during the youth 
retreat (sponsors are invited to come too!) in the Upper Room 
OR 
Wed, Mar. 9 from 7-8:15 p.m. in the hall 
 
1st Communion II parent session #2 
Either Wed, 2-23-22 from 7-8:15 in the hall OR 
Sun, 1-27-22 from 4-5:15 p.m. in the hall 
Anyone needing childcare must request ahead of time! 
 
*Confirmation II: retreat time is almost here! The St. Thomas 
retreat will be Saturday, Feb. 26 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Service projects are due on that day or before! 
 
*The next St. Thomas safe environment training is Tuesday, 
March 1. If you’re an adult who needs to be safe environment 
trained, please go to www.virtus.org to find a date that works for 
your schedule. You must pre-register. From that site you will be 
able to register for any session offered in the diocese.  If you have 
questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
 

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? We are resuming our Inquiry 
classes!  Please feel invited to come from 10:00 -11:00 a.m., on 
Feb. 13, in the library if you or someone you know would like to 
know more about what it means to be Catholic! 
 
More dates will be added soon and advertised! 
 

Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 
806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA or RE 

Daily Prayer This Week 
 

We can find much to pray with from James this week. We 
can reflect on "bitter jealousy and selfish ambition," and 
how divisive it is. If we know what to do, he says, we 
should do it. Riches can truly lead to all kinds of sadness. 
We are not to "complain about one another." James says we 
should pray if we are suffering, sing songs of praise if we 
are in good spirits, and if we are sick, we should ask to be 
anointed with healing and the forgiveness of our sins. 
James is like an examination of conscience for our continu-
ing to grow in closeness with our Lord and for a communi-
ty to continue to grow in his Spirit. 

We could spend the whole week reflecting on Jesus' calling 
us to not judge one another. We can turn to the one who 
drove out evil spirits and ask for his help, his grace, to be 
freer to let go of those judgements and the habit of being 
critical and severe. We can ask for the grace to get rid of 
everything that leads us to sin. Most of all, we can keep 
asking to let our hearts be touched by his love for us - as 
imperfect as we ourselves are - so that we can learn the 
kind of compassionate and mercifully love he desires we 
share with others. He loves us because we need loving and 
he wants us to love others who need loving. He wants us to 
be healers, where healing is needed. 

Where we feel most resistant, we can pray all the more ear-
nestly for his healing of our hearts. Old habits can be 
healed. It takes openness to his grace and practicing new 
patterns of behavior - doing it a different way. So, if I feel I 
can't, or don't know how to change, I can turn to him and 
ask for the healing I need for a fresh start, a new beginning 
in reacting differently, and treating others differently.  

http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html 
Used with permission. 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

 
 

Attention St. Thomas Seniors: 

If you want to be in the West Texas Catholic, then send the  
following information to Andrew at neighborspatriot@gmail.com 
by Feb. 25:  First Name, Last Name, and School you attend  

(DO NOT SEND PICTURES) 

 
 

St. Polycarp of Smyrna | February 23 

 
As a disciple of St. John, the Evangelist, St. 

Polycarp was able to hear about Jesus’ 

life, death, and resurrection directly from 

those who witnessed it. Because Polycarp 

was ordained as Bishop of Smyrna by St. 

John, he is one of three chief Apostolic 

Fathers, along with Clement of Rome and 

Ignatius of Antioch. 
 
During his life Polycarp defended the 

Church against heresies. His important 

writing, the Letter to the Philippians, quot-

ed the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles, 

stressing Paul’s authority in the Church and 

setting out clear arguments against the 

gnostic heresy that denied Christ’s divinity. 
 
The early period of the Church was a dangerous time to be a 

Christian and like many, St. Polycarp was martyred. He was 

captured by Romans and sentenced to burn at the stake.  

However, the fire did not touch him, instead rising up like sails 

around him. Seeing that the flames would not injure Polycarp, 

the Romans stabbed him instead. The Martyrdom of Polycarp is 

perhaps the earliest fully preserved account of a Christian  

martyr. 
 

~LPi 

Saint of the Week 

St. Thomas Youth 

http://www.virtus.org
mailto:neighborspatriot@gmail.com
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