
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

            4100 South Coulter Street          Amarillo, TX   79109 

  Second Sunday of Easter - Divine Mercy Sunday                                            April 24, 2022     

Church Phone: (806) 358-2461 

Rectory Phone: (806) 353-1016 

Fax: (806) 358-2529 

Website: https://amarillo.church 

Office Hours: (M-F) 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Diocese of Amarillo 

Mass Times: 

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Sunday Vigil Mass) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:15 AM 

Monday, Tuesday: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 AM 

Holy Days: (to be announced) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:30-4:30 PM  

Other times by appointment 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

   Contact the Parish Office to schedule a date and 

time. Parents and sponsors must attend a Baptism 

class. One sponsor must be Catholic and at least  

16 years of age. 
 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion 

These sacraments combine into one sacramental 

preparation program which takes two consecutive 

years of religious education classes to complete.  

Students must be at least in first grade to begin this 

preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

This sacrament takes two consecutive years of faith 

formation to complete. Students must be in at least  

seventh grade before beginning this preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact the Pastor at least six months before the 

date of the wedding. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please notify the parish secretary of any sick or  

elderly shut-ins and all those in the hospital.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 

The program for adults (RCIA) is open to  

non-Catholics who wish to learn more about the 

Catholic faith and to Catholics who have not  

celebrated the Sacraments. This process is offered 

on an ongoing basis.  

         
   Even Thomas struggles to remove his boulder! Being very  

pragmatic and determined, he wants to see the risen Christ for 

himself! Thomas’s boulder is heavy with mistrust. Many of ours 

are too. A certain amount of skepticism is good, as it can save 

us from being duped or misled. But we can become so skeptical 

of things that it erodes our ability to trust anything we see or 

hear. Skepticism can actually be a well-disguised defense 

mechanism that we use to prevent us from being hurt or  

perceived as a fool. Having too much ego protection is a real 

risk. Thomas, because of the boulder blocking his vision, could 

not even trust the word of his friends. 

 

   Boulders are hard to move. It’s difficult to seek change or take  

a risk, especially when we are so afraid to be vulnerable or  

reluctant to trust another’s word. When we are closed minded, 

overly pragmatic, unwilling to see things in a different way,  

stubborn or defensive, it is difficult to be surprised by God and 

stretched. We need to be less guarded, self-assured, and self-

absorbed. God cannot break into the ordinary moments of our 

lives and inspire us when we cling to doubt. If we are going to 

discover resurrection faith, we have to believe that what the 

witnesses say is true, especially when they are credible. We also 

have to trust that the risen Christ is alive in us, too! 

 

   While the first witnesses to the resurrection have faded into  

history, there are many others who have come after them. They 

continue to inspire by walking the talk of faith. They are the  

martyrs who offer their lives for the Gospel, the simple holy  

people in our communities who cling so steadfastly to their faith, 

those who have touched despair and found new hope and the 

ones who, even in spite of ridicule, still pursue their hunger and 

thirst for God. They are our friends, acquaintances, biblical he-

roes, and saints, and many others who are convinced that they 

have seen the Lord! The risen Christ may not surprise us with the 

same kind of visit as he did the first disciples, but God finds other 

ways. All we have to do is open our eyes, remove whatever is 

preventing us from seeing and believing and exclaim: “My Lord 

and my God!” 
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“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with 
you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.’”   
~JOHN 20:21 
 
 

Peace -  the first gift of the risen Lord.  
Just as Jesus sent the apostles out 
into the world, so too, He sends us.  

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to be compassionate and 
merciful; and not with just those who are our friends, but also with 
our “enemies.”  Think of someone in your life with whom you need 
to reconcile.  Call them right now or better yet, go visit them. 
 
~archstl.org 

 Daily Scripture Readings 

  
 

Sunday, April 24:  

   Acts 5:12-16/Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31                                           

Monday, April 25: 

  1 Pt 5:5b-14/Mk 16:15-20 
Tuesday, April 26:  

  Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday, April 27:  

  Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-221                    

Thursday, April 28:    

  Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36                 

Friday, April 29:  

  Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday, April 30: 

   Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21  

Sunday, May 1:  

  Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14 

 
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND: 

 
Kate Schmidt, Ben Canales, Glenda Fassauer, Braxton  

Sandoval, Cheryle Wayne, Jerry Stone, Jerry Terry, Esther 

York, Mike O’Neill, Emile Jones, Madeline Arrott, Judy Allen,  

Jordan Barrientez, Paul Kiefer, JoAnn Mercer, James Rhodes, 

Rod Lancour, Ray Ramirez, C. D. Williams, Kim Zinsmeyer,  

Carol Olivas, Jac DeMont, Marilyn Carr, Glenda Gerber,  

Cecilia Gleason, Jeannine Bellinghausen, Erminia Wiggs, 

Tom Leezer, Steven Torres, Marisa Delgado, Rhonnie Kaplan, 

Gerald Lis,  Shirley Shaughnessy,  Madeline Ryberg, Diana 

Gomez, Eric Olivas,  Dean Zinsmeyer, Francisco Olivas,  

Glenda Susan Gerber, Marissa Kruckeberg, Shirley Kuriyama, 

Dana Campbell, Duane “Sonny” Carlson, Henry Sisneros 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN:  
  

Sheldon Fowler, Lee Wingfield, Sean Callahan, Bryan Revell, 

John Nussbaum, Rachel Nussbaum, Matt Nussbaum,  

Christopher Schrock, David Oviedo Cantu, Jacob Bitonel, 

Jason Freeby, Jacob Tumbelson, Cody Keesee, Justin  

Spencer, Ryan Huseman,   Toby Bitonel, Jeremiah  

Tumbleson, Jarred Romero, William Weinheimer, Trevor  

Bunkers, Chase Logan, Justin Werner, Kayden Guzman,  

Swasey Brown, Jonathan Brooks 

Stewardship 

 
Babysitting opportunities for adult faith formation ministry, times 
include morning and evening options. For more information  
contact Dayamín Winchester at dwinchester@amarillo.church or  
806-358-2461, ext. 107. 

St. Thomas Men’s Club Golf Tournament 

 
WHO CAN OFFER  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK? 
 

The Letter of James speaks to us of the 

ancient tradition of a special anointing 

and blessing of those who are sick: “Is 

there anyone sick among you? Let him 

send for the presbyters of the Church 

and let them pray over him, anointing 

him with oil in the name of the Lord … If 

he has committed any sins, they will be 

forgiven him” (5:14, 15b). This passage forms the foundation for the 

theology of the sacrament that we call “Anointing of the Sick.” In 

keeping with what we read in the Letter of James and the ancient 

tradition of the Church, the anointing of a person of who sick or dy-

ing many only be performed by a priest or bishop.   
 
Although deacons and other members of the Church are not able to 

celebrate the sacrament with a person who is sick, we can read 

Sacred Scripture and pray with and for those who are ill. Resources 

like the Book of Blessings also contain special blessings that can be 

celebrated by deacons or lay ministers. In the end, we want to be 

sure that we show a special care and concern for the sick, helping 

them to always experience God’s loving comfort through made 

tangible through our acts of charity and service. 
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Save the Date for VBS 2022! 

 
ALL COUPLES IN THE PARISH WHO HAVE BEEN MARRIED 
FOR 50 OR MORE YEARS, INCLUDING THOSE COUPLES 
WHO WILL BE CELEBRATING THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY IN 
2022, will be recognized at the 11:15 Mass on Sun., May 22.  In 
addition, a sit-down luncheon with reserved seating will be held in 
your honor in the Msgr. Tash Hall immediately following the Mass.  
Please call the Parish Life Office, 358-2461, Ext. 123, by Mon., 
May 9, if you will be able to attend. 

Do You Like to Pray the Rosary? 

Catholic Life Explained 

 
ST. THOMAS ROSARY GROUP:  If you are interested in  
praying the rosary with a group once a week, you are welcome  
to join the St. Thomas Rosary Group each Thurs. morning at 
10:00 a.m., in the Chapel.  

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  St. Thomas Men’s Club Annual Golf 
Tournament is scheduled for Sat., May 14. For information about 
registration or just general information about the tournament,  
contact Roger Gloe, 806-679-3455, or Sid Theriot, 806-220-4579. 

50th Anniversary Luncheon 

 
Mark your calendars for June 20-23, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  That is 
when Vacation Bible School will be held.  Volunteers of all ages 
are needed to help with decorating, planning and set up.  If you 
are interested in helping out or just need more information, please 
contact Jessica Schenk at jessica.m.schenk@gmail.com or call 
806-676-7736. 

Interested in Babysitting? 

mailto:dwinchester@amarillo.church


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognizing God in Your Ordinary Moments 

 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 25 
10:00 a.m. - Seasons of Hope-AFF (Marian Room) 
 
TUESDAY,  APRIL 26 
2:00 p.m.   - Prayer Shawl Group (Parlor) 
2:00 p.m.   - Divine Mercy Cenacle (Marian Room) 
7:00 p.m.   - Boy Scout Troop 87 (Gym)  
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 
12:00 p.m. - Contemplative Power Hour (Chapel) 
6:30 p.m.   - Serra Club Dinner (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
6:30 p.m.   - VBS/Virtus Training (Marian Room) 
6:30 p.m.   - Adult Bells (Bell Room) 
7:00 p.m.   - High School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
7:00 p.m.   - Confirmation Class (Education Wing) 
7:30 p.m.   - Adult Choir (Choir Room) 
 
THURSDAY,  APRIL 28 
10:00 a.m.  - Rosary Group (Chapel) 
6:00 p.m.    - Cub Scout Pack 301 (Gym/ Education Wing) 
6:30 p.m.    - Young Adults (Marian Room) 
7:00 p.m.    - First Communion Practice (Church) 
 
FRIDAY,  APRIL 29 
3:00 p.m. - Divine Mercy Chaplet (Chapel) 
 
SATURDAY,  APRIL 30 
3:30 p.m.   - Confessions (Groom’s Room-Pre-K Wing) 
6:30 p.m.   - Holy Cross Prom (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
 
SUNDAY,  MAY 1 
10:00 a.m.   - Bible Study (Msgr. Tash Hall) 
10:05 a.m.   - Mystogogy (Parlor) 
10:05 a.m.   - RE Classes (Education/Pre-K Wing/Marian Room) 
10:15 a.m.   - May Crowning (Church) 
5:30 p.m.     - F.A.S.T. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
5:30 p.m.     - Youth Choir (Choir Room) 
6:30 p.m.     - Youth Bells/Chimes (Bell Room) 
7:00 p.m.     - Middle School S.T.A.Y. (The Dwelling/Gym) 
 
 

Week at a Glance 

 

The World Is Watching 
 
If you’re a parent, you know this to be 

true: the world is watching. All it takes is 

one slip-up — one bad word, one selfish 

action, one uncharitable commentary, 

and that’s the thing your child seems to 

notice. 

 

When he or she calls you on it, the only thing you can do is 

come clean. “Yep, I did that,” you have to say. “I’m a work in 

progress, but luckily, God never stops working.” 

 

I think it’s fair to say that we don’t think enough about the 

wounds of Christ. It’s a little understandable, of course.  Our  

human bodies flinch at the sight of such pain and mortification. 

It’s a lot to handle, the physical trauma of a crucifixion. It carries 

an R rating in a PG world.  

 

But the wounds of Christ are the only thing that could make 

Thomas believe. Literally nothing else was so powerful, not even 

the testimony of his most trusted friends. Only by looking at and 

feeling the torn flesh — by beholding that messy reality — did 

this Apostle, this actual companion of Christ, come to believe in 

the Resurrection. 

 

“Christ has no body now but yours,” goes the famous quote  

attributed to St. Teresa of Avila. What she’s saying is that we 

have become the means through which God chooses to  

accomplish His will in the world. Us, the broken. Us, the weary. 

Us, the imperfect. Yes, miraculous events and apparitions still 

occur from time to time, but by and large, if a person is going to 

come to believe in Jesus Christ in this day and age, it will be 

because of something we Christians do or say.  

 

Christ has no wounds now but ours. Our brokenness, our weari-

ness, our imperfection — our reality. It all belongs to him, and 

the world is watching. 

 
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Calling of Artists 

 
 

THE CATHOLIC MUSEUM IS HOSTING  
A COMPETITION OF PANHANDLE ARTISTS: 

 
The artists must compete with religious art. The first-place winner 
will receive a check for $4,000; second place will win a $750 
check and third place a $500 check. The first-place winner’s art 
will be housed in the diocesan museum. 
 
The artwork must be in the Christian tradition, acceptable to the 
curator. Each piece will be voted on by the public and the three 
winning pieces will be judged by a panel of three judges during an 
Open House at the Museum Thursday, July 14. All entries for the 
competition must be submitted to the Diocesan Museum by 
Thursday, June 30 at the close of business.  See flyer in today’s 
bulletin. 
 

For additional information, please contact  
Susan Garner at sgarner@dioama.org or  

Jasmine Barba at jbarba@dioama.org    

Catholic Education 

 
Congratulations to the Holy Cross Catholic Academy 
high school students who recently competed at the  
Texas Academic Private and Parochial School  
competition.     

 
The high school choir received a 1 – Superior rating and finished 
2nd in the state competition. 
 
All soloists received 1s – Superior rating 

Andrew Silivent 
Kaci Wilburn 
Sadie Vincent 
Audee Seidenberger 
 

Congratulations to the high school choir and soloists!  

mailto:sgarner@dioama.org
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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH STAFF 
 

Pastor ……………………………………………..…..Rev. John Valdez 

Deacon ………………………………….…….……….Blaine Westlake 

Deacon…………………………………………………….....Mark White 

Deacon …………………………………………….…...…..Darryl Dixon 

Retired Deacon ……………………………….……..Terry Pevehouse 

Retired Deacon………………………………………..……..Jim Brown 

Music Director/Organist/Choir Master……...….……..Jim Gardner 

Children/Youth Choir Director………………….….Mykel Byersmith 

Religious Ed & Adult Faith Formation Director…...……Kerry Acker 

Youth Director……………………………………...Andrew Neighbors 

Parish Secretary ……………………………………….…....Rita Walker 

Facility Administrator ……………………………….…….Bryan Webb 

Parish Bookkeeper …………………………..…..….Virginia Christian 

Parish Life Coordinator  ………………………..….……….Julie Jones 

Ministry Assistant ……………………..…….… .Dayamin Winchester 

Music Secretary ………………………..….…….....……Judith Tucker 

Music/RE Assistant ..……………………..…..…..….Stephanie Kelley 

Facility Assistant …………………………..…..….…......Glen Starcher 

Custodian ……………………………………….…….Mark Ebenkamp 

Custodian ………………………………………….……....Curtis Zeissel 

Liturgical Environmentalist………………………….……..Julie Pierce 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 25 

6:00 PM 
+Andrea Aguirre by Anne Stich 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 26 

6:00 PM 

+Gerald Brandt by Wayne & Janice Hancock 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 

7:00 AM  

+Anita Schilling by Joe & Eunice Schilling 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 28 

7:00 AM 

Intention of Sonny & Barbara Carlson by Pat Stich 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 29 

7:00 AM 

+Pete Aboytes by Elsa Aboytes 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 30 

5:00 PM 

+James Huck by Robert & Rondelle Parker 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 1 

7:30 AM 

MEMBERS OF PARISH FAMILY 
 
9:00 AM 

+Bryan Quirk by Gary Rider 
 
11:15 AM 

+Jennifer Schmitt by Her Family 

Mass Intentions 



Religious Education & RCIA 

          RE NEWS 
 
 
 
1st Communion II kids will have their interviews during class 
on April 24 or April 27 if needed! 
 
Any lessons that need to be made up at home are due  
Sunday, April 24 to class! 
 
The final RE class this year is May 1. We will advertise for the 
fall registration throughout the summer. 
 
1st Communion Practice: May 5 at 7 p.m. 
 
Confirmation Practice: May 12 at 5:30 with confession  
Following. 
 
St. Thomas will offer its next Safe Environment training on Wed, 
Apr. 27, at 6:30 p.m., in the Marian Room. If you’re an adult who 
needs to be safe environment trained, please go to 
www.virtus.org to sign up for this date or to find a date that 
works for your schedule. You must pre-register. From that site you 
will be able to register for any session offered in the diocese.  If 
you have questions, please call Ann Lueb at the parish office. 
  

RCIA NEWS 
 
*Interested in the Catholic faith? Now is the perfect time! 
The next Inquiry class will be held May 1 in the library from  
10:00 -11:00 a.m. 
 
We welcome to our faith family: Toni Craven, Abby Hamby, Bobby 
Tietz, and Brandon Wright who joined the Church on April 16!! 

 
Contact Kerry Acker DRE at kacker@amarillo.church  or 

806.358.2461, Ext. 106, for more info on RCIA  
or Religious Education. 

 
WOMEN’S RETREAT 

 
 

The Great Women in the Bible       
and your call to holiness 

 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it 
be done to me according to your word.”  Luke 1:38 
 

Guest Speakers:  
        Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

June 4, 2022 

In the Msgr. Tash Hall 

9:15 am – 12:30 pm 

Lunch immediately following  

                             Cost $15 
 
        Registration deadline May 27, 2022 
 
                 Childcare provided 
 

Register at amarillo.church or in person in  

the Religious Education Office.  For more  

information, contact Dayamin Winchester at  

dwinchester@amarillo.church  

or 806-358-2461, ext. 107. 

Adult Faith Formation 

  
 

 
 

 
 
If you want to be in the Senior Slide Show send 3 modest pictures 
of you as a baby, middle school, and senior with your name and 
school to neighborspatriot@gmail.com.  Deadline May 2nd! 

If you want to attend the Senior Mass on May 15 send me your 
name and school.  If you also want to attend the Senior Luncheon 
after the Mass send me the number of immediate family attending 
to neighborspatriot@gmail.com.  Deadline May 2nd! 

St. Thomas Youth 

Rhine River Cruise 
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